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PREFACE, 


V 


and to ptocure copies of the Fiimans or royal orders 
nserted in the Appendix and I freely confess, that 
without this assistance many of the ancient documents 
would have been as unintelligible to me, as a Shtkst-ih 
manuscript is to a young Persian scholar. The office 
of Indian Records being unfortunately in a damp situa- 
tion, the ink is duly fading, and the paper mouldering 
into dust The constant attention of Mr Jackson and 
his assistants is therefore required to take copies of 
ithose documents which are fast vanishing from sight, 
and informing a methodical arrangement of the new 
tianscnpts. 

To Charles Wilkins, l l d and f ^ s, I 
return thanks for the trouble he had in selecting and 
foi warding to me the Persian Manuscripts from the 
East India Company’s Library. 

I beg leave also to return my thanks to William 
Wright, E«q , Auditor to the East India Company, 
for the information received from his office 

In the progress of this work, generally speaking, 
I have had no reason to complain of a paucity of mate- 
rials , but rather of such an abundance, that I have 
found some difficulty in compressing the narratne 
within the compass of one volume Many things, how- 
ever, have probably escaped my attention , and as Gen- 
tlemen residing in Bengal may, by their local inquiries, 
be enabled to detect mistakes, and to explain some 
points upon which I have expressed doubts, I shall 
consider myself obliged to any person who will furnish 
me with the means of supplying omissions, or of cor- 
recting errorswy 

Throughout the work, I have preserved the date of 
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IV, 


rRETACE, 


the Hcj^ra for the adv’anUgeof Oriental icholars who 
fna> have an opportunitj of conversing with natives of 
India on the sabject and to enable them more readn> 
to compirc this bool, with the authors I have mention 
cd I rno^t however request of them not to decide 
haslH) against me because I differ from the first author 
thc) roa> read , but that they will suspend their judg 
ment till thej have compared both with some other 
contemporar) hfitorfan. 

I have annexed a List of the Books consulted in 
the compilation of this work not with a view of mak 


ing a parade of Orlcnu! learning but to evince that 
great pains have been taken to collect the best Informa 
lion that could be obtained , 

To the CiMtRVfcs and DlkECTOW> ofthe Honour 


able h-ait India Compan> I beg to express m\ obliya 
tions for their liberal patronage of this uork and 
hanng endeavoured to render it worth} the nttcnlion 
of the public I submit it with dc/crcnce, to that imj>ar 
tial tribunal. 



PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE. 


/ 

\ 


In a work professing to be a History of Bengal, it 
will probably be expected to find some account of the 
original inhabitants of the country , and a detail of their 
gradual rise, from a state of barbarism, to that high 
degree of civilization in which they were found ’ when 
first visited by Europeans In both these respects, I 
am sorry to say, the reader will be disapp ointed. Al- 
though the Hindus of Bengal have an equal claim to 
antiquity and early civilization with the other nations 
of India, yet we have not any authentic information 
respecting them during the early ages of their pro- 
gress , nor is there any other positive evidence of the 
ancient existence of Bengal, as a separate kingdom, for 
any considerable period, than its distinct language and 
peculiar written character. It is said to have been, at 
various periods, tributary to the sovereigns of Oudh. 
Delhi, and Magadha (the present Behar) , but, at 
other times, that its Rajas extended their conquests as 
far as Benares.* 

Abul Fazil, Secretary to the Emperor Akbar, 
has given, in the Ayeen Akbery^ a list of sixty-one kings 
of Bengal, who reigned over that country before the 
Mohamedan invasion , and although he has in some 
nieasure destroyed its credibility, by an ill-judged 

(P _____ — 

Astatic Researc?ies^ Vol ix. pp 73, rrz 8vo edit 



ill IJELIMINVn mSCOLI^C. 

1 t-mp to miWc it conform nkh Brahratmcal antf 
q» h) * }ct there n little doubt that it rcit 5 on a foun 
dituT*- of truth and if tnent> or trcnlj fixe jcari 
b'* illoucd for cich rcif»n prciioos to the period of the 
inxisinn xit. L I) iro3^ ft xnll gix'c the Bcn^cic 
sufilcjcnt claim to antiquit) 

Mr \\ ilford sax that ‘•udnic or Sudruca the 
thirteenth p-rson on the list, ms a cclcbnl^ con 
qu”ror and iwvxcrful cm|>cror and that he lived 
jboul th b-fjmninp of the Christian a.rx Hut as 
this IS a tJpic upon xrlitch the learned are divided 
nd as I am credibly informed that materials have 
b'-n and ar-' still collcctlnj; for fiirnlshin;! an authentic 
a ciiint nf th- Hindu ^ shall dwell no 

I in cr «j tu subj- t inthchap^ lliatxxc shall onf* 
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ix: 

be favoured with a history of Bengal from the pure 
mine of Sanskrit literature 

The pro\ince of Bengal is one'of the most valuable 
acquisiticns that was ever made by any nation. It 
is situated between the 2rst and 27th degrees of 
northern latitude, and between the 86th and 92nd 
of eastern longitude , being m breadth about 300, 
and in length 400 miles, its aiea contains nearly twenty- 
one degrees square. On the north and east it is 
defended by impenetrable mountains , and on the 
south by a line of inhospitable and dangerous sea- 
coast, containing but orle harbour capable of admitting 
vessels of any size , aad even that one guarded by 
innumerable shoals Its western frontier, although 
exposed to invasion, is, in many places, so strongly 
defended by nature, that fewer troops are requisite 
to protect It than any other country of similar extent 
lin the continent of Asia. Its numerous navigable rivers, 
in the possession of a maritime nation, are also so many 
sources of defence, that should the English ever be 
driven from all the other parts of India, they may 
find in Bengal an asylum where no enemy will ven- 
ture to follow them. Thus secure from a Toreign 
invader, they are equally safe from any insurrection 
•of the natives, whose mildness of disposition and'^ 
aversion to war are such, that nothing short of the 
most atrocious cruelty, or af religious persecution, 
could induce them to draw their swords against their 
present masters. 

If nature has been thus bountiful to Bengal in 
its means of <JexternaI defence and internal security, 
she has not been less liberal in bestowing on it 
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cvcrj other blessinfj that a nation can desire. Its 
fertile soil produces every thing requisite for the 
food of man or animal and in such abundance that 
the crops of one >'car arc aufHcient for the consumption 
of its inhabitants for ttvo. It is thereby enabled 
to 3oppI> all other parts of India ftdth its super 
abundance and to become the gmnirj of the cast, 
05 Eg>T3t formcrij was of the west. In \’arfct) of 
fruits and animals it equally abounds , and >delds 
orr> oth*f article requisite for the comfort, or even 
luxur) of man. The ingenious inhabitants of Bengal 
bHng well \ erred in ail the arts of useful industr) 
require no assistance from other countnes , whilst their 
delicate and valuable manufactures are exported to 
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Orissa, amounted to t'.vo crore and seventy-two 'lacs of 
rupees deducting seventy lacs for Behar, there remains 
two crore and two lacs for Bengal and Onssa, oi 
2,525,000/ sterling , winch, after allowing 1,025,000/ 
for their proportion of the expenses of the government 
leaves a surpl us revenue from Bengal aud Orissa, of 
1,500,000/ , Cither to be applied to the purchase of 
iincstments or the support of other provinces, or even 
to be remitted home m specie, whenever the eKigencie^ 
of the State may require it * There is also a perma- 
nent annual revenue of fifty lacs of rupees, derived from 
salt and opium, to be added to the account, These 
must be acknowledg^ed to be great and solid advantages , 
without taking into consideration the vast increase of 
commerce and addition to the revenue, arising from the 
^ trade of Bengal. 

Having thus, I hope, clearly shewn the advantage 
ol" Bengal to Great Britain, I tru‘t the reader may feel 
equally well assured, that the connection between the 
two countries has been beneficial also to the natives of 
Bengal. 

In the following remarks, from the 5th Report of the 
Select Committee of the House of Commons on the 
affairs of the East India Company, I most heartily con- 
cur , and believe them, from my own experience, to be 
perfectly well founded. 

The strength of the Government of British India 
directed as it has been, has had the effect of securing 
Its subjects, as well from foreign depredation, as from 
internal commotion. This is an advantage rarelv 

, * In Octobar 1811, forty lacs of rupees were brought from 

Bengal, and were scild to the Banlc of E land for 495,537/ sterling. 
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experienced b) the subjects of Astatic States and, 
combined r.nih a domcitic administration more just in 
Its prificiples, and cxcrcistd with far greater Intcgniy 
and abilii> than the native one that preceded it, ma) 
suincicnll) account for the improvements thathave 
taken p'acc andnhich m the Bengal provtnccs where 
peace hi5 b-«n cnjo/-d for a pcnod of time perhaps 
hardi) jwral cied in Oncntal Instorv have manifested 
themselves m the amchornted condition of the great 
mas« cl pipuiaiion alth jugh certain clns cs maj luve 
been dn f*- bj idc indispensable pohev of a foreign 
j jvcrnmci l The inturc and arcumslanccs of our iitua 
linn pre aib- narr jw limit* to the pro^p-cts of the 
natives ‘n the political and miliiarj branches of the 
public service sirictlj speaMng hou'cvcr the> were 
forcirn'T v ho Lcncrallv coiovcd the crcal ofTices in 
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LIST or PERSIAN BOOKS 

v^vo IS* Tun 

COMPILATION OK THIS WORK. 


1. TnJ Mnasir. 

McmoirS of the celebrated Mohammed Gliory , 
commencing with his invasion of Hindoostan, A D 1 191 
and terminating with his death in 1 20(3. See the second 
Section of this Work. 

* 

It was written between the years 1206 and 1220, at 
Dehly, by ilussnn Ntznviy.a^ Nishapur. 

The greater part of it is in verse, and it contains 
much Arabic. 

2 Tahkat Nasairj*. 

This work is divided into many Sections, and may 
be considered as a General HistoPy of the Oriental 
Mohammedans, till the destruction of the Khalifat by 
Halagou Khan, a. D 1258 , to which is added an 
account of Genghez Khan and his descendants. 

The author was Minhaje Setaje Addin Omar al 
Gioijaiiy. It was finished m the year 1258-9. 

This is a very valuable book, and is written in a clear 
unaffected styll, 
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3 TarlUi AUTx 

A General History of the Mohammedans for one 
IhOosand lunar jears \*lz. from the nrra of the 
llcjira A u Oaa ic 1952, It was compiled b> a Society 
iflcamf^meri at the coort of the Emperor Akbar, at 
th" head of which was \toljna Akmtd of Tattn. Tnc 
I reface was written \yf Abtd Fa^ti, In the end of the 
iCih centur) 

4 TahL&t Akhcry 

A General fllstor) of India in nine Sections enm 
incncinc a. u. 975 and terminating with 1593 The 
lilih bection Is on Lengal —Author ht a^n AihUn 
AttrJ of Herat Dedicated to the Emperor Akbar 
Uiui the >car iC-oa 


Cl TadVIiVerUhteh 



OST OF PERSIAN BOOKS. 


XV 


6> AJvbar Nanieh. 

A copious, but very adulatory, History of the 
Emperor Akbar, comprising a minute detail of the first 
forty-seven years of his reign , to which is prefixed 
an abiidged History of his ancestors. — The Author was 
the celebrated Shaikh Abul Fazil AlLamy^ Secretary to 
Akbar, Written in the end of the i6th century, 

7 ZulKlet al Tuarikh, 

Select parts of History , being a succinct account of 
the Mohammedan Kings of Dehly, till the conclusion 
of the reign of Akbar , also an account of the Moham- 
^medan Kings of Malwa, Guzerat, Dekkan, Cashmire 
Tatta, Moultan, Bengal, and Joanpore. — Author, Noor 
tal Huk Shereky probably of Joanpore. ' No date, 

S Jekangire Nameli. ^ 

A succinct recount of the reign of Jehangire, who 
mounted the throne of Hindoostan A D. 1605, and died 
^111627, — Author^ Muatimed Kharu . , 

9. Shah Jehan Nameh. 

A very excellent History of the Emperor Shah 
Jehan, written the year after his confinement by Aurun- 
sebe, VIZ. A. D. 1^59 — Author. Mohammed bin Salelu 

IQ, Alujmgire NaiuelL 

History of the first ten years of the reign of Aurun- 
' zebe , written A D. 1688-9. — Author, Afnza Mcham- 
^led Casim, ^ 
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11 3Ina&Ir A&lnmplrf 

A continuation of the aborc Hlstor> till the death 
of that monarch In Fcbrnar) 1707 Written in 1710 
\uihor J Sabj' Kkan 

12. ManteLlioh tl Lcbab or TarlUi Khafy Klian 

An excellent His or> of Hindoostan commencing 
^ iih tlic in\*a 3 ion of Sultan Baber A. D 1519 and con 
tinucd to the accession of M jhammed Shah V, D I 7 lf^ 
\S rittcn In 1733 — Author ^tokamtred llasktm hhn// 
A in 

13 Uaailr a1 Omrah at Tlrannryeh 

'Tenotf^ of the nobllii) who nonriihcd under the 
ju fnccs ofthchou e of Tlmour(Tamerlanc) in India.— 
\uth )r^ Af - 1 a* /Ijr t\u > AAr/randhis son Sunuin 
I /’ iih fy ih nnblenen in the court oflhcNItam at 
II) J fatwd I ublnhed A. l» 1777 

II Pj-ii Aistilalren 
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and of course much has been omitted it is also v5ry 
deficient m dates. I am, however, indebted to it 
the idea of writing of this work, and for the general 
outline. 

N. B — A more particular description of these books, 
excepting Nos i and 14, may be found in the Des^ 
crip five Catalogue of Tippoo Sitltan's Library, 


TRANSLATIONS, 


1, Faria de Souza's History of the Portuguese Con- 
quests in Asia. By Captain fohn Stephens^ 1694. 

2. The Seir Mutakhereen^ or, View of Modern 
Times 

Being a general History of India, from the year A, D. 
1706 to 1780, containing the reign of the last seven 
emperors of Hindoostan, and an account of the English 
, wars in Bengal, by Syed Ghoolam Hussein Khan^ a 
relation of the Nuwab Aly Verdy Khan , finished in 

1783. _ 

It was translated by a Renegado Frenchman, named 
Mustapha, in 1786, and bears such strong evidence of 
being a literal translation, that I did not think it requisite 
to search for the original, which is probably in the East 
India Company’s Library. It also, perfectly coincides 
with Mr. Jonathan Scott’s translation of part of the 
original. ? 
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TRA^SLAT^O^S 


j. /fii/ ry (>/ llinicctlsny hy 1770 . 

4- The Ajffn Ak!>*ry cf AM Px.i/ kj ClaJvnn i 7 Sa 
5 \ rrrjftt^ ef tJrf Trunuu’tttwt itr Sfnpjl iy Dtif 17S& 
6 . lint'rycf tk* COCrt cf Attritn^ch anJ I/lftjrj c/ 
'j' fr 3 r// i* 9 j 


The nrigHsh Book* from nhich I h3\e reccbcd 
1 sfstancc are mentioned In the course of the Work. 



HlSTOJiy OF BENGAL. 


SECTION I 

Of the early Moha7}imedan Conquerof's of India. 




INTRODUCTION 

Previous to entering on the History of Bengal, it 
becomes requisite to revert to the first invasion of the 
north-west provinces of India by the Mohammedans, 
and to proceed gradually with a narrative of their con- 
quests, until the period from which this History will 
properly commence but, as this subject has been 
before amply detailed in the Translation of Ferishtah’s 
History of Hindoostan by Colonel Dow, it is intended 
merely to give a summary of those events , referring ^ 
the reader for more particular information on that 
subject to the above-mentioned valuable work.* 


- •Having had frequent occasion, durmg the compilation of this 
work, to compare Colonel Dow’s Translation with the original of 
the History of Hindoostan, I conceive it due to the memory of 
that gentleman, to observe, that few persons could have given a 
more literal or able translation of his author , and that the sup- 
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After the death of the celebrated Haroun ol Rashid, 
A ir 170 the temporal power of the 
^*a'l** Khalifs began graduaJI> to decline 
A- U S09. most of the govemroents of proWn 
CCS b) the discord or v.*eakncss of the Imperial 
became hereditary, and their possessors assumed In 
dependence the) , however, retained a nominal respect 
for the iucecsssors of Mohammed^ and constrained by 
public opinion Inserted the Khalifs name In all their 
ofBcial writings and acknowledged him os thdr lord 
paramount, temporal and spintual 

The most powerful of these princes that became In 
dependent under the Khalifat was 
Ishmac! Saman> governor of Maver 
ulnlher (Tran5‘*xanla)and Khorassan 
who In the jGjfd )car oflhc Ilcjira assumed the ro>al 
titles* He was the first of lhcd>na3t> of the Sama 
ntani who rdpn In tho cll> of Bokhara • over the 
I rovinces of Mavcrulnibcr Khorassan and the nothem 
r^ri of Icrsla with great reputation lor justice and 
humanll) 
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Abdul Mtlik Noo 
succeeded by liis 
son, Abul Munsur 
A D. 9G1. 
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The familj' of Samnnia enjoyed thctr extensive 
empire nearly ninety years in much tranquillity and 
renown, and were celebrated for their justice and the 
mildness of their government. 

Abdul Malik Koo, the seventh of that race, dying 
at Bokhara in the 350th year of the 
Hcj'ira, left a son, then a ) outh, called 
Abul Munsur On this occasion the 
nobles and principal officers were divi* 
ded in their opinion about the succession, some 
favouring the brother of the late monarch, and others 
declaring for his son. To end the dispute, it was agreed 
to refer the matter to Abistagy, governor of Khorassan, 
a person distinguished by’ his integrity and great 
abilities. Abistagy gave it as his opinion, that Munsur 
from his youth, being incapable of governing so exten- 
sive an empire with discretion, it would be advisable to 
elect his uncle to the throne*, but before Abistagy's 
messengers reached Bokhara, the contending parties 
had settled their dispute, by unanimously electing 
Munsur to be their king , and the young monarch, 
offended at Abistagy’s opinion, commanded him to 
relinquish his government, and proceed to Bokhara. 

Abistagy, unwilling to trust himself m the power of 
an irritated prince, who was surrouded 
from Abul Atunsur^ by his rivals, sent an excuse to the 
king, and immediately raised the stan- 
dard of rebellion* but, finding himself unequal to con- 
tend with his adversaries, he quitted Khorassan with a 
select corps of 3000 cavalry devoted to his service , 
and, proceeding^ to the south-east, he took possession 
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of Ghfmc,# declaring himself Independent of the 
Samanian anthont> 

When the king rvas Informed of the departure 
of Abi3tag> from Khorassan he apf>ofnlcd Abul 
Hassen to that go\*cmment, with orden to drive Abls 
tag) from his usurped dominion but that chief, having 
reconciled the Afghani of Ghizne to his usurpation was 
enabled hy their assistance to defeat the ro> al general In 
tu-o pitched battles and thus became 
absolute sovereign of the klngdomof 
JUbulistan over which he reigned nearly fifteen j'cars 
and died ii 365 

AWitag> was succeeded by his son, Abu Isaac, wh< 
died without heirs after a short reign of one > car Or 
this event, Soboctage^n the generalissimo of Ablstag) 
with the concurrence of the chiefs of the arm> and the 
principal Inhablunts of Gbirne mounted the throne 
and took to wife the daughter of hli patron Abistag) 
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upon this occasion, assumed the title of Nas{raddt 7 t. 

As soon as Subuctageen found himself firmly estab- 

. , , „ lished m bis government, he resolved 

And invades Hm- , , . , , 

doostan ' to employ his army jn making war on 

A D 977 idolaters of India. He, in conse- 

quence, invaded the frontier provinces of that country iir 
the year 367 , and, having acquired much plunder, 
and brought away a number of the inhabitants as 
slaves, he returned in triumph to his capital. 

The Hindoo prince, whose country had been thus 
invaded, was named Jypaal, the son of Hypaal, of the 
tribe of Brahmens. His capital was called Bathendeh ; 
and his dominions extended, m a north-west direction, 
from Lahore to Lumghan ,* and, in a south-east line, 
from Cashmite to Moultan, In order to revenge this 
insult, Jypaal assembled a numerous army and advanced 
towards Ghizne. He was met on the frontier by Subuc- 
tageen, and some skirmishing took place between the 
two armies , but, in consequence of a violent storm, 
attended by a heavy fall of snow, the Hindoos, who 
could not endure the cold, sued for peace , the Raja 
agreeing to pay a fine of a million of dtrkei!ts,\ and to 
present Subuctageen with fifty elephants Part of the 
money was paid immediately ; the remainder was pro- 

*The distnct of Lumghan probably extended as far as the Hin- 
doo koh * but this circumstance contradicts the current opinion 
that the Hindoos were prohibited crossing the Indus , as we here 
find that a Hmdoo prince possessed countries three degrees west 
of that river, and that many of his subjects were Afghans 

t Dirhem, a small silver coin, which has varied much m value. 
It may, however, averaged at sixpence English 

*See Rennell’s Memoir of the Map of Hindoostan, 
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miscd to be liquidated In a short time , and hostajics 
were pven for the fulBlment of the treaty When the 
Raja returned to his capital being excited cither by 
avance or ashamed of his pusillanimous conduct, he 
refused to comply with the stipulated terms , and 
ordered that the persons whom Subuctageen hid sent 
to reccivx the tribute should be detained until his hos- 
tages were released- He at the same time sent cm 
bossies to the dlfTcrcnt Rajas of HIndoostan Imploring 
them to unite with him In defence of their countr> and 
of thdr rellglon- 

When this Intetligenco was brought to Subuctageen 
he rc assembled hU troops and marked towards Lum 
fhan. The contending armies met on the frontier , 
and although the Hindoo forces amounted to tZCflCC 
men supported b> a number of clej>hants the Moham 
n'^Iani gained an easy conquest lhc> drow th'^lr 
ad\Trsanet across th'* Sindc or NIlab and look com 
pleic j>ois'*isif)n of the countries of 1 um'^han and 
Patihawur One of the Omrahs basing under his 
command looao hors- was appointed Governor ol 
1 AhSawuf and h-Ahhan* an<l csorcIalU the trib* 



SULTAN MAHMOOD GHAZY, 


In\ acles H indoostan— Engages and defeats Raja Jypaal — Takes 
Bathendeh — Invades Moultan — Conquers the Raja of Bliattca, and 
Daoud Khan, an Afghan Chief— Invades Nagorkote — Opposed in 
his progress by Raja Annundpaal— Takes the fort of Bhimnagur— 
Returns to Ghizne — Obtains the title of SuUan — Marches to Than- 
nasar — Takes that fortress, and destroys ^the celeberatcd imago — 
Takes the fortress Nadoune — Invades Kashmire — Repulsed — 
Again invades Hindoostan — Subdues the Raja of Cannouge — 
Takes the cities of Merat, Mabin, and Muttra — Returns to Ghizne 
— In\'ades Hindoostan a sixth time — Advances to the bank of the 
river Jumuna — Defeats the Hindu forces— Returns to his oun 
dominions — Invades Kashmire — Again repulsed — Attacks and 
subdues the Punjab — A.dvances into Bundelcund, and lays siege to 
Callmger — Returns home — Invades Guzerat, and takes the cele- 
brated Temple of Diu — His army suffer much distress on their 
return to Ghizne — Expedition against the Jats — Returns to 
Ghizne — Dies 

Sultan MaHxMOOD, the eldest son of Subuctageen, 
having made a vow, that, if he ever succeeded to the 
throne, he would wage continual war 
cfe'de'd bThll son^ against the idoloters of India, towards 
Mahraood Ghazy the end of the year 391 of the Hejira, 
marched with 10,000 chosen horse from Ghizne , and, 
on the 8th of Mohurrem of the following year, engaged 
Raja Jypaal, with 12,000 horse, 30,000 infantry, 

. ^ ,, , and 300 war elephants, at Paishawur, 

mood invades The Mohammedans were again victo-^ 

Hindoostan rious, having slain 5,000 of the Hin- 

doos, and taken the Raja, with fifteen 
of his principal adherents,- prisoners. The Sultan 
then advanced,’ and Hid seige to Bathendeh, the 
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capital of the captive prince, which place he quickly 
reduced After this, he satiated his re\*fcngc upon some 
of the Afghans who neglecting their promise to his 
father had taken part with the Hindoos. 

As It was the custom amoigstthe Hindoos that 
whatever Raja was twice defeated or taken prisoner 
should be considered unworthy to reign Jypaal having 
resigned his kingdom to his son Annundpaal devoted 
himself as a saenfice to the prejudices of his country men, 
and burnt himself on a funeral pile. 

In the > car 395 the Sultan resolved to carry his 
A D loots arms against Kaji Uajerao whose ter 
ritones were situated In the vicinll) of 
Mooltan. The Raja waited the attack In his capital 
nam'd flhattea which was well fortified with an cnccc 
ding!) high will and a veiy broad and deep dltclu I or 
cTcral da>s tlie Illndoo'idcfcndctl themselves ^llh great 
vl,,ouf but the Rajas courage falling lilm helefta 
^tron" i.arri<on In the place and retired to the noodj 
on the barks of the Smdc here he was soon after »or 
f>jnl'^l b> a d-taclimcnt of the Mohammedan arm) 
anJ t»n lin-' furthsr rcviiian e vain IcM upjn Ills orfii 
• ■’otJ The city was to-an after taken b> assault anJ 
•n Inm nve qunllt) of plunder fell Into the handi of 
ih- cap rfi I a which tlr) rctum-J In 
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\ D roo--6 punish the traitor. He therefore, ni- 

the year 396, again advanced towards 
Hmdoostan ; and had proceeded as far as Paishawur, 
when he was opposed by an army of Hindoos, under 
the command of Annundpaal, the son of the late Raja. 
A severe conflict ensued, in which the Hindoos were 
again defeated, and their prince obliged to take refuge 
in Cashmire. The Sultan then advanced to the city of 
Moultan , and, aftei a siege of seven days, compelled 
Daud Khan to pay a tribute of 20,000 diihcnis^ and to 
embrace the true faith.*' 

In the year 399, the Sultan again advanced toM^ards 

Hmdoostan , and Raja Annundpaal 
having been reinforced by several other 
Hindoo princes, again opposed him 
in the plains of Paishawur, The contest 
had lasted for several days, when the elephant, on which 
Annundpaal rode, having taken fright, ran off to the 
rear. This circumstance induced the whole of, the Hin- 
doo army to take to flight. They were pursued by their 
adversaries for two days and two nights, and 20,000 of 
them fell by the sword. After this victory, the Sultan, 
whose mind was governed by bigotry and fanaticism, 
resolved to proceed to the sacred territory of Nagorkote, 
and to destroy all the temples of the idolaters in that 
district. 

There was, at that time, in the vicinity of Nagorkote, 
a celebrated fort, called Bhime, or Bheemnagur, in which 


A D 1008 9, 
Jilahmood invades 
Hmdoostan a 
Second time 


•The Afghans were Mohammedans, but of a different sect from 
the Sultan. 
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the Hindoos bad collected all the tvealth consecrated to 
the idols of that and the neighbouring territories, for 

many centuries^ Mahmood Inv'csted 
A. D looo-io ^ ^vith such 

cxj-cdition, that the procrastinating Hindoos had not 
time to reinforce the garrison, which nt that time wai 
\-cT> weak and therefore, speedily compelled them to 
capitulate stipulating only for their lives and llbert) 
thus the a hole of the immense wealth contained in the 
fortress fell into the hands of the Sultan , with which he 
immedutcl) returned to Ghlznc, and displayed to hlf 
astonished subjects such riches as were never before pos 
sessed by any raonarctu It was on this occasion that he 
obtained from the Kbalif Kader Billah the title of 
Sultan 
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'peace, he sent an ambassador to that prince, to demand 
a free passage tlirough his territory, assuring him that 
his troops should not commit the smallest injury on 
any of his subjects. The Raja endeavoured to 
persuade the Sultan to relinquish his undertaking, 
offering to pay him annually the amount of the revenues 
of Thannasar, and to send 1-im immediately fift)'’ ele- 
phants, and \arious other presents. His entreaties had 
no effect on the bigoted follower of Mohammed, who 
proceeded with such expedition, that he arrived at Than- 
nasar before the Raja of Dchly could receive the assis- 
tance which he had solicited from the neighbouring 
princes. All the inferior images were, by the Sultan’s 
orders, broken to pieces , but the venerated Jug Soom, 
after ha\ing the head destroyed, was sent to Ghizne, 
to form one of the steps of the public mosque, that 
the pious Mohammedans might have the pleasure of 
trampling on this object of idolatrous superstition. < Re- 
ligious zeal was not the only passion which the Moham- 
medans gratified by this expedition , their avarice 
was also satiated by the rich plunder of the temples 
After this transaction, the Sultan wished to advance 
to the conquest of Dehly , but his nobles having re- 
presented the danger of proceeding further, until he had 
completely subdued the countries of the Punjab and 
Multan, he relinquished his intention, and returned to 
his own dominions, carrying with him 40,000 Hindoos, 
of both sexes, as slaves. 

In the year 404, Sultan Mahmood again invaded 
the dominions of Pitteraou Jypaal the 

A D 1013-14 

son of Annundpaal, and took the fort 
of Nadoune ^probably Nadone of our maps) The 

3 



iIISTOR\ OF BCSG \L. 


[sect I 


f- 

\ouncpnncc finding hlrnseU utiablc lo contend \vith 
the Invaders fled to Cashmire whither he was paraued 
b> the 6ulun who after having plundered that pro- 
niicc and foretbJ) converted a number of the inhabl 
tants to hn own rcHgion returned to Ghirne 

The }car 4 ^} was rendered remarkable by the 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ bultan i unsocccasful attack on 
' Cashmira IIcformin> months laid 

ir c to the alrjn^ fortress of ksh Kote and was 
dctiincJ sj I iHj bv this op ration that the vWntcr 
c in niifi much vnoience and a number of his troops 
^<11411^1 m the retreat This was the first failure 
this enterpn monarch had ever c'fpericnced. 

In 111'* spnii jf the >car 45^ bultan Mahmooil 
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From Cannouge Ihc SuUan proceeded to Mutlia, to 
this day a celebrated place of Hindoo worship. From 
the Brahmens he met with no opposition, but the plun- 
der lie obtained was immense' the images arc said to 
ha\c been all composed of gold or siKcr, and o'namen- 
*ed with precious stones. The Sultan continued m 
this country for some monliis, plundei ing the inhabi- 
tants, and destro)ing the towns, after vdiich he 
returned to his own dominions, loaded with spoil, and 
encumbeicd with captiees. 

In the year 412, intelligence was brought to Ghi/ne 
V D ion that the princes of India, disgusted 
with the Raja of Cannouge, for his 
nnmanl)' submission to the Sultan, had iniadcd IiF 
territory, and put him to death M.dimood in consu- 
juence of this intelligence, collecteJ a more poweiful 
army than he had ever before m I'^tered, and maiched 
towaids Hindoostan On the occasion he took his route 


through the Punjab, by Lahore The prince of that 
country, Pitteraou Jypaal, not finding himself able to 
prevent the pas-age of h's invaders, retreated across 
the river Ju -nna there he was reinfoiccd by Nunda, 
Raja of Callingcr (the capital of Bundelkand), and se- 
veral other chiefs. The Sultan having arrived on the 
banks of the Jumna, found the allied Hindoo army drawn 
up, ready to oppose his ciossing the river, which at that 
time was not fordable He therefoie encamped opposite 
to them, till he could form a better judgment of his own 
and of their situation, but, during the night, some of 
bis troops, having swum across the river without ordei 
threw the Hindoos into such conslei nation, that then 
all took to fliglit. 





IirSTOR\ or BENGAL. 


[SECT X 

The Saltan continued to pursac them for scwral 
da)'3 bat the fugltU'cs, when they had nearly reached 
the confines of Callinger again rallied and drew up In 
order of battle. Their army Is said to hav'c consisted 
of 36000 horse 45000 Infantr} and a great number 
of v.'ar elephants and so formidable was their appe 
trance that It caused \cr> serious apprehensions to 
the ^lussulmans but the Sultan haWng reconnoitred 
their position resolved to dUa> the atlacl onl) till 
morning In this however he was disappointed as 
during the night, the Hindoos abandoned their camp 
ind retreated in the greatest disorder The Moliam 
n'*<lans pursued them for several dajs and took a 
number of elephants and a quantity of tlicir baggage 
but the bu tan rcneciing on the dHtnncc he was from 
tnn^ and the state of tli'' c unifies In his rear, thought 
I [)ru lent to return t r-ards Ghune 
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A D io’3-24 


due Nunda, the Raja of Callinger, 
marched from Ghizne with a numerous 
?rmy. Ke took the route of Lahore and, when he 
arrived at Gualier,* gave orders for his troops to invest 
that fortress , but on the cliiefs sending him a valuable 
present and several elephants, he continued his journey, 
and shortly after entered the prov ince of Bundelcund 

The Raja, intimidated by the number and prowess 
of his enemies, retired to the forti'ess of Callinger f 
the commanding situation and strong fortifications of 
which stopped the further progress of the Mohammedan 
arms, and induced the Sultan, upon receiving a large 
sum of money and three hundred elephants, to return 
home. 

In the year 415, the Sultan led his army, over steiile 

f 

deserts, into the province of Gu7erat , 
the capital| of which he took without 
opposition. He then proceeded to the Island of Diu, 
in which was situated the Temple of Som Naat, a 
celebrated idol, which had been the object of Hindoo 
worship from time immemorial. 

The capture of this temple cost the Sultan the 
lives of many of his troops , but the immense wealth 
which he found therein amply repaid all his toils, 
and was equal in value to -the whole of the plunder 
of his former expeditions. 

The Sultan directed the venerated image of Som 
Naat, which \was five yards in height, and contained 

• Twice taFen by the English, but again ceded to the Mahrattas, 

tCallmger has lately been taken by the English, but not till afte 
having been repulsed m their first attack, 

* ^ Nehrwaleh. 
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incalculable \rcalth to be broken to piccc5 and it*? 
fngments to be sent to Mecca, ^Icdma, Ghfzne and 
♦■Iher Moliamracdan cities as a testlmon) of his real 
md poner 

The troops having sufTcred much distress durin;;^ 
thijjoumc\ in their passage across the desert the 
SuUin dclcrmincJ to return home b> the vny of 
riooltan but c\-cn in this route his arm^ experienced 
esetssu-e hardships both from the opposition of the 
inhabitants and scarciU of water and proWsfon* and 
V iih much diflicult j returned to Glifzne, after an absence 
of ncarlj two )cars 

Inthcjcar^j^ Mahmood rcsolicd to \ht;al his 
i\ D toy 'cngcance on the Jals a tribe of 
Hindoos nho inhabited the banks of 
the lower part oftherucr ^indc lie therefopc early 
in the jear, proceeded to Moultan where he collected 
ijco large boats each of which he armed with Iron 
pikes projecting over the baw and sides Some rf 
ih c biats »‘Trc fitted up ns fire slups and the remain 
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Two years after this event, Sultan Mahmood died 
at Ghizne, on the 23rd of the second 
Rubby (3rd month,) in the 4i9tli year 
of the Hejira , and was buried in a 
magnificent tomb erected near the city, which to this 
day is resorted to by Mohammedan pilgrims from 
various parts of Asia, who consider him as having 
been a glorious champion of their religion, and therefore 
reverence his memory. 


MUSAOOD THE FIRST. 

Musaood succeeds to the throne — Character of that Prince — 
He invades the Persian provinces of Kutch and Makeran — Invades 
Cashmire, and takes the celebrated fort of Sursutty— Invades 
Hindoostan, and captures the cities of Han^i and Sunput — 
Returns to Ghizne — Deposed and murdered by his own’subjects 

Sultan Maiimood was succeded by his second son, 

. Mohammed, in the year 421, but as the 

events of that short and unstable 
leign are not connected with the affairs of India, it has 
not been thought requisite to insert it in this abridged 
history 

Musaood, at the period of his father’s decease, was 
Governor of Hamadan in Persia, and upon his 
succeeding to the throne, for some time made Balkh 
the seat of his empire. He was a man of lofty spirit, 
and great personal strength , on which account he 
was honoured with the title of Rustem the Second. * 
His arrow could pierce the strongest coat of mail 
and pass through the body of an elephant , and his 
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fron mace was so hca\*) fhat no man of his time 
could raise ft ndih one hand He was unthal of an 
obstinate and fierce disposition contemptuous of 
authority and dLsdafntn;* all obedience. This dream 
stance in his jouth enj^aged him m manj quarrels 
and grcitl^ disobliged his father \rho therefore wuhal 
to confer the kingdom on his second son and In 
c jnsequence detached Musaood to the most distant 
part of hn empire previous to his last Illness. 

In the > ear of the Hejira 422 he quilted Ualkh 
V IJ lojr repaired to Ghiznc whero having 

settled his authorit) ho cmplojcdhls 
armies in reducing the maritime provinces of Persia 
Kutch and 'Ukcran 

loftwojcars the attention of the Sultan was so 
\ D lojj niuch cnga.,ed b> his PersLn provnn 
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would persevere in the siege a few days longer, it 
must surrender to his victorious arms. _This intelli- 
gence at once roused the anger and ambition of the 
prince. He gave orders for the siege to be prosecuted 
with redoubled vigour. The ditch was in a few days 
filled with sugar-canes fVom the adjacent plantations , 
scaling ladders were applied to the walls , and the 
infuriate Musselmans entered the fort, and put the 
whole garrison to the sword. The king then ordered 
search to be made for the captive merchants * and 
having liberated them, bestowed on them T;he royal 
portion of the plunder. This act rendered him beloved 
by the Mohammedans, and dreaded by the Hindoos. 


In the year 427, the Sultan entered the mountain- 

. ^ ous region of Sewalic, and invested 

^ ^ *^34 « /• r 

the supposed impregnable fortress or 

Hansi, which he took by storm on the sixth day. 

In this place he found immense treasures, which he 

' despatched to Ghizne. He then proceeded in person 

to Sunput, a celebrated place of Hindoo worship, 

situated only forty miles from Dehly • here, although 

he met with no opposition, he nevertheless consigned 

the idols and their temples to destruction After 

thus evincing his intolerant .zeal, he returned to 

Lahore , and having established his son Mujdobd as 

governor of that province, he proceeded to Ghizne. 


This was the last incursion of Sultan Musaood 
^ ^ into Hindoostan , and in the year 

■■ '' 433» he was deposed, and afterwards 

muidered, by his own subjects, 
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SULTAN MODOOD 

Trochrmeti Ktnp at IIaR.h— Repair* to Cb^roe — The Ffripire 
dei:lin«i— The rajaof Dehty enter* into a confederacy with the 
o her Hindoo Pnncei — Take* the fort of Naporkote— The 
Mohamraedanj nearly dnreflfrom llindoostan—Tbe Sultan dies— 
H » S jccei oi*. • 

Slltan Monoor> at the time of liU father a dcccuc 
was at Halkh uhereheu-a* Immediately proclaimed 
hinp lie soon aftenvard* proceeded to Ghiznc but 
for ceeni years he was *o much occupied b) an 
invasi )n df the Siljckian Tartars and by cKH war<i 
that he Inrl no leisure to pursue the conquests of hf^ 
prctlccessors (n Indix 

In the year 435 tbe RajaofDchK perccufnclbe 
TT ^ decUnInp state of the Ghiznlan empire 

t-an rr tTdrtfn rc<nHc*<l to make an effort to dcIN'er 
cc unify from the bands of the 
oppressor*. He therefore entered Into 
an alHanc** rdth all the Hindoo pr ncc^ o( tlie Punjab 
loatlirk the common enemy and that no meani 
m,-!!! ly ommlitnl to rouse their real and animate 
tlirir pints he rIccUred that he Ind seen In a vision 
th" i' 1 \ wh If hi jj {ijil formerly been norvldppcd 
iJ - temp - fNi'-irtnc and wl o liirl Infirmtd 
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lia\ing joined the army of the Raja, he proceeded 
at their head towards Nagorkote, ha\ mg, dining his 
route, recoiercd from the hands of the Mohammedans 
llie cities of Thannasar, Hansi, and several other 
places The fort of Nagork.ite, being situated on 
the top of a mountain, and defended by a determined 
Mohammedan garrison, w'as not to be taken by 
assault; the Raja therefore closely invested it wuth his 
troops, and patiently w'aited the slow but certain 
effects of famine At the end of four months, the 
garrison, finding no hopes of relief, capitulated 
Prciious to the surrender of the fort, the Raja had 
taken the precaution of causing an idol to be 
made of the same sire and form of that which 
formerly occupied the temple and having, during 
the night, conveyed it secretly into .the place, it was 
displayed, soon after their admission into the fort, 
to the astonished multitude, as the identical image 
w'hich had been'^broken to pieces by the Mohammedan, 
This story revived the fame of the idol throughout 
Hindoostan, and thousands of its votaries flocked to 
the victorious standard* of the Raja The princes of 
the Punjab, encouraged by these events, attacked the 
Mohammedans with bravery, and in a " short time 
recovered possession of all the places to the east 
of the Indus, excepting the city of Lahore 

Modood died in the year 441 -- His successors were, 

. ^ Musaood the Second, Aly, Rashid, and 

Ferrokhzad, whose short reigns afford 
nothing interest with regard to India. 
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SULTW IBR-VHIM 

StLT\s IdrahI'i succeeded hb brother Ferrokhtad 

\ D 10 a ^ pnnee 

remarkable for his strict moralIl\ and 
obscrranccof rcHglnus duties For turenl> tu'O >ears 
his attention was much occupied b> apprehensions 
from his western neighbours but In the jear 47- 


he sent a powerful arm> to in\*aclc 
* 0^9 HmdoQsiam lie took and plundcretl 
the ancieU cll> of \djodIn situated on the skirts of 
the Great Dei-rt he alio captured the celobntcd fort 


of Tupal and carried aw aj ioo/doo of the Inhabitants 
of that vicinlt) Intoslavcf) 

In Its consequence* the most Important event of 
thU reign was th^ aopointment of a person named Sham 
Souf) to the go'.'cmmcnt of Ghor as will hereafter be 


A. U i-vt cxpltmed Ibrahim cnjo>cd a long 
and prosperous reign and quitted ihli 
n^rul life In jear 49 



ARSILLA. 


SECT, ij 



having crossed the Ganges, carried the Mohammedan con- 
quests farther than those of the celebrated Mahmdbd 
Ghazy. 

The remainder of the reign of Musaood was passed in 

^ peace .and be died at Ghizne in the year 

A.D 1115 ' , 

509, after a reign 01 seventeen years. 


ARSILLA. 

When ArsiIIa, the son of Musaood, succeeded his 
father, the first act of his authority was, to seize, and 
■' strictly confine, all his brothers This action gave uni- 
versal disgust , and his uncle Bahram, fearing for his 
safety, fled to Sultan Sinjir, who on the part of his 
brother Mohammed, king of Persia, then governed the 
province of Khorassan Smjir immediately espoused 
the cause of Bahram, and commenced preparation 
for the invasion of Ghizne. 

Ar-silla, being informed of this circumstance, sent 
his mother who was the sister of §mjir, with a present 
of 200,000 dinars, to negociate a peace for him , but 
that lady, disgusted with the tyrnny of her son, and 
his cruelty to her other children, strongly urged her 
brother to hostility ^ 

Sinjir,jn consequence, marched from Bost, the capi- 
tal of Khorassan, with a powerful army, and advanced 
without opposition to the vicinity of Ghizne , where he 
beheld the army of Arsilla, consisting of 30,000 horse 
an innumerable body of mfantry, and 160 war elephants 
drawn out m order of battle to receive him. The con- 
test lasted great part of the day , at length by the 
uncommon bravery of Abul Fazil, governor of Seistan, 
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the troopj of Ghjsne nc^c put to flight and v\r5ilh 
unable to rcnc9? the engagement fictl loxsardj 
Hindooatan 

Sinjjr entered Ghunc In tnumph where he remained 
fort\ di^s and basing placed Dahram on the throne 
of Ghtznc returned ti hia oivn government 

lnlbe)car5ii \r31ll1 made an attempt to rerover 
hi 5 dommlona but u as defeated laUcn 

\ D tti7 

prisoner and put to death. 


IlMIlvAM SIJ MI 

lUnr\ I Snvii was possessed of great Connie 
and 0 i nit> h- was also a grcatcncounper of Icarnln 
aid |>cnt much of lus lime uiih the literati each 
t f vvhvm he rewarded necordmg ti merit During his 
frign a 1 re It nuniber ol bcK hs were urlllcn and dcdl 
lo him the m^il ccichfvicd of \ hicfi h ibr 
■>' /n iJ J r sr {Trt\^vr} oi b crclv lljc ■fjiU'' us 
b 1 viMi I vm> 

I 
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rebel was defeated, and, in his flight, fell into a quag- 
mire with ten of his sons, and was never more heaid of. 
The Sultan soon after seized the family, and all the 
wealth of the rebel, which he had deposited in Nagore, 
a celebrated fort in the mountains of Sewalic. 

Some years after this event, a young man, named 
Mohammed Hussein, a prince of the royal family of 
Ghor, who was married to one of the daughters of the 
rebel, having excited the jealousy of the Sultan, was 
put to deatli , and this act proved, in its cosequences, 
the ruin of the family of Ghizne. Sief Addeen Soury, 
the brother" of the deceased, raised a great army to 
revenge his death. He marched directly to Ghizne, 
which Baliram evacuated, and unable to oppose him, 
fled towards Hindoostan. 

Sief Addeen, having taken possession of Ghizne, 
resolved to make that city the place of his residence , 
,and being under no apprehension from Bahram, he 
permitted the greater part of his army to return, under 
the command of his brother, Alla" Addeen, to Ghor. But 
the people of Gn'zne, dissatisfied with the conduct of 
'their new ruler, took advantage of a severe winter, dur- 
ing which the communication between Ghizne and Ghor 
was completely cut off, to invite Bahram to return 
and, upon his approaching the city they seized and" 
delivered the Prince of Ghor into his hands. 

The conduct of Bahram, on this occasion, was cruel, 
impolitic, and unmanly. The unfortunate captive was 
inhumanly ordered to have his face blackened, to be 
placed backwards on a bullock, and led in procession 
through the to\w, exposed to the insults and abuse 
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the troops of Ghiine were put to flight and Arsflla 
unable to renew’ the cn^gement fled totrardi 
Hmdooatan 

Sinjir entered Ghiznc In tnumph where he remained 
fortv days and having placed Bahram on the throne 
of Ghizne returned to his onn government. 

In the year 51 1 ArsIHa made an attempt to rcrov'cr 
his dominions but was defeated, taken 

/V. D ttt7 

prisoner and pul to death. 


BAHRAM SHAM 

BaURVM Sifvii W'as possessed of great courage 
and digmty he was also a great cncoungcr of Jeimfng 
and spent much of his lime with the Literati each 
of whom he rewarded according to merit, louring Ini 
reign a preat number of books were written and dedi 

C4leil to him the most celebrated of which is the 

a/ /fjrir (Treasuo Of bLcrets} h) ihc-famous 

bUad 1) Nuamv 
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rebel was defeated, and, in his flight, fell into a quag- 
mire with ten of his sons, and was nevei more heard of. 
The Sultan soon after seized the family, and all the 
wealth of the rebel, which he had deposited in Nagoie, 
a celebrated fort in the mountains of Sewalic, 

Some 3'ears after this event, a } oung man, named 
Mohammed Hussein, a prince of the ro^'^al family of 
Ghor, who was mairied to one of the daughters of the 
rebel, having excued the jealousy of the Sultan, was 
put to deafli , and this act proved, in its cosequences, 
the rum of the family of Ghiziie. Sief Addeen Soury, 
the brother of the deceased, raised a great army to 
revenge his death He marched directly to Ghizne, 
which Bahram evacuated, and unable to oppose him, 
fled towards Hindoostan. 

Sief Addeen, having taken possession of Ghizne, 
resolved to make that city the place of his residence , 
.and being under no apprehension from Bahram, he 
permitted the greater part of his army to return, under 
the command of his brother, Alla- Addeen, to Ghor. But 
the people of Gntzne, dissatisfied with the conduct of 
' their new ruler, took advantage of a severe winter, dur- 
ing which the communication between Ghizne and Ghor 
was completely cut off, to invite Bahram to return , 
and, upon his approaching the city they seized and 
delivered the Prince of Ghor into his hands. 

The conduct of Bahram, on this occasion, was cruel, 
impolitic, and unmanly. The unfortunate captive was 
unhumanly ordered to have his face blackened, to be 
placed backwards on a bullock, and led m procession 
thiough the toum, exposed to the insults and abuse 
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of the njob. He was afterwards put to dtttth and his 
head sent to Slnjir, lieutenant of the king of Persia. 

When Intelligence of this event reached Ghor the 
pnnee Alla Addeen burnt with rage he ad\*anced with 
a numerous array to Ghixne , and haWng thrice defeated 
hahrara Invested that city and deJIveted It to be plun 
dered by his troops and Its Inhabitants to be massacred 
for ^even days hr then set fire to it In many places 
and carried hu ravages so far as to destroy cverj 
monument of the Ghtznian kings excepting the tombs 
of Mahmood Musaood and Ibrahim 

After his defeat, Bahram fled with tlic scattered 
rrmnin of hu arm> tow'ards Lahore but lie was over 
\ u iij vvhelmed with hU misfortunes and 

sunk under the hand of death in the 
j car 547 after a reign of thirt) five > cars. He was upon 
the whole an amiable and virtuous pnnee and hid it 
nol^been for his irapoUtlc ind cruel conduct to the I rince 
of Ghor h mij ht have died with the cliaractcr of a rood 
man 

Thr author the Tabl u \as.cr> states that he 
A D uj rci'^ned fjrt> jcirs and that his c’cith 

occurred at Ghizne In the \car 55 

of the Hrjin 


MIL 'll I O THF I IKST 
Tin on cf IGhrara succeeded his fithcf (acfordmr 

A Ilf ^•bkat \a ) In 111- } far <5 

ar‘I aba idonin*. llic i/cslcrn pioviiiccf 
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to the power of his enemies, made Lahore the capitr: 

of his dominions He died m that city 
A D 1163. ^ r i . 

in the year 559, after having leigned, 

with no great splendou*', for seven years He however 

deserved, and attained, the character of a good and 

peaceable prince. 


KHUSERO THE SECOND. 


Ascended the throne on the death of his father, and 

A D n8i reigned thirteen years at Lahore, with 

the reputation of a benevolent and 
just prince In the year 5S2, he was taken prisoner by 
the celebrated Mohammed Ghory, who 
sent him to Firoz Koh, where, in the 
year 587, he was assassinated , which event put an end 
to the Ghiznian dynasty, and transferred the sceptre of 
India to the Hvjuse of Ghor, 

/ 


A D 1189 
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The Ghortan Dynasty 


SULTAN MOHAMMED GHORY 

Onffin of ih« King of Chor— Sham appointed Governor of 
GHor— eoccetded bj his tom Mohammed Hussein Sief AJJ'tn 
Sonry and Alla Addeefi— The ticcesiion devolves upon Chyas 
\ddeen, who appoinU hiS brother Mohammed gmcmor of rhime 
and Geaeraliitimo of his forces— Mohammed invades ar>d lubdoei 
Moeluo— lendes ralshawur<~ Vdsiuces to Lahore and besiegr* 
SoJun Khuicro in (hataty— Rcioms to Chinw Again Invades 
Hindoas in UefeteexI bjr ibe flindoo Rajisof Vjroiretmd D hlf— 
Lompen'*d lo return to < bitoe Demg reinforced returns 
pains a complete rretory over tlw Hindoos— I roceedi lowntdl 
DeUy— ^ppOlDt» Cutiub AdUeen KOvemor of the coaqnereJ pt^ 
T ncf and rcturei to i hiirw Again invades Hlndoovun— Xdi-ars- 
<ei as far as iKnaras and loiroys Die temples and Idols of fh»t 
e ty- Ptiurus home Aga oerirrt HmdoosUo, and takes the f rl 
rf Itiatta -b-shan i. 'ijas \dd«^D dio' ard is sue cnled by M dum 
e-ed **ho I three )Carj after asiasstnalrd b) the tribe cf ( i U«> 

Tni renealof;) of the klnps of (ihor nccordlitc to 
Or cm cf tlx* -1, 

KoigtoKUor rutHt authentic Ijistorlam 

be traccfl tlirouj^h thirl) tsvo j cried 
li-Ttis la the Khalifat of yM) ihc a m in law of tlic I io(» 

> t wlij CijjscflctJ one of Ihctr pro^^enilors to the 
Mthinn edan failti. 
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Sham Soury 


It is sufficient for the present history to state, that 
one of the descendants of this illustri- 
ous family, named Sham Soury, hav- 
ing condescended to take upon himself the humble 
employment of a merchant, was, on his return from 
India, compelled by a gang of robbers to join their 
part) He was soon afcer taken prisoner, with his com- 
panions, bj'' the troops of the Sultan Ibrahim, and 
condemned to death. When the executioner was 
about to perform his office, Sham protested his innocence 
With so much appearance of sincerity, that the officer, 
who superintended the punishment, petitioned the 
Sultan in his behalf. The Sultan ordered the business 
to be inquired into, and being convinced of the reality of 
his story, and much pleased with his eloquence and 
address, released him, and conferred on him the ap- 
pointment of Master of Requests , in which station he 
acquitted himself with so much ability, that he rose gradu- 
ally m rank and honours, and was at length appointed to 
the government of Glior, the ancient patrimony of his 
ancestors He soon after married a princess of the 
Ghizne, by v/hom he had seven sons, denominated the 
Seven Stars, and acquired such power as to become 
independent of his sovereign. 

Sham was succeeded, in rotation, by his sons, 
Mohammed Hussein, ^Seif Addeen Soury, and Alla 
Addeen, who, as we have before related, having taken 
and burned the -city of Ghizne, was surnaraed ( Jehan 
Soze) the Incendiary. 

Alla Addeen, after a short and turbulent reign, died 
in the.year 551, leaving his govern- 
ment to his son Mohammed , whe 


A D 1156. 
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a complete circle. The Hindoos^ finding their adversa 
nc4 so much infenor in narnbers advanced vrlth 
great boldness and Candu Ral king of Dehl> haMng 
discovered Mohammed advanced against him upon 
his war elephant The Mussulman general not less 
anxious to contend with his rival spurred on his 
itced and b) a blow trom his lance struck out 
one of his teeth at the same time the king of Dchly 
severe!) wounded his opponent inth an arrow 
Mohammed was so much stunned by his wound 
that wdlh the utmost difiiculty he could preserve 
his scat which being observed by one oflils faithful 
attendants, he immediately vaulted behind him and 
bore him ofT from the field of battle. TT>c Mussol 
mans seeing thar general in this situation immediate 
1) took to flight and were pursued b) their enemies 
for fort) miles. 

Iponthe retreat of Mohammed the allied Rnjas 
continued their march to Tiberhind which the) 
b^siegetl for sixteen months and were at length 
tbhgcd to grant a most honourable capitulation to 
the girri on 

After this unexp'^ted defeat Mohammed retired 
to Ghirnc whence he proceeded to Ghor the capital 
of Ins brother from whom he received such an 
a Idiilon to Ids forces as rendered Ids arm) one of 
the m jtl foTinIdabIc that had ever entered Hindoostiru 
His force is svid to liavc consisted of i‘*o^>cxi 
borw in complete armour and a vast number of 
irrcpular cavah) With these he marchM In martial 
am) first to rinrne and thence towa^*!s India tp-m 
bti arrival at Ijhorc he despatched a nobleman 
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named Humza, with an ostentatious declaration (ff 
war against the Hindoo princes These, having been 
prepared for the event, advanced with an army con- 
isting of 300,000 horse, 3000 elephants, and an 
immense host of infantry. The two armies encamped 
in sight of each other, and on the former field of battle, 
being only separated by the river Sursutty. 

As It IS a political maxim of the Hindoos nevei 
to use force when any business can be accomplished 
by stratagem or deceit, they endeavoured to enter 
into an accommodation with Mohammed , who, 
meeting them in their own wav, declared his readiness 
to enter into a truce with them 

This answer produced the intended effect, and 
lulled the Hindoos into security. But, during the 
night, Mohammed forded the river, and attacked his 
enemies before they were aware of their danger 

Notwithstanding the confusion which naturally 
occurred on this occasion amongst the Hindoos, their 
camp was of such an extent, that the greater part 
of their army had time to form in order of 
battle, and advanced - with considerable regularity, 
in four lines, 

Seeing this formidable array, Mohammed pretended 
to retreat , by which manoeuvre, having induced the 
Hindoos' to break their line, he wheeled round on them 
with his most select squadrons, and in a short time 
earned terror and defeat through all their ranks. 

Candu Rai king of Dehly, and many other princes, . 
were slain on the field of battle Pittu Rai, Raja 
of Ajmire, was taken prisoner, and afterwards put to 
death. The s^oil of the camp, which was immensely. 



54 


HISTORY OF BENGAL. 


[SECT n 


rich fell Into the hands of the conquerors and the 
forts of Suriult) Simana KhoraitJ and HansI surr cn 
ccrtd o‘'rer the \ictory 

Mohaunti'-J proceeded in person and took possessl 
on of Ajmirc having barbarouilj put imny th jusands 
of the unfortunate inhabitants to the sword reserving 
the rest for sUverj but upon the prornise of a lar^e 
tribute from Gola the son of Pittu- Rai he inide over 
the countr} to him and released bis captives 

He then turned hw victorious standards towards 
Dchly, v”ith the intention of plundering that cJt> 
but uis prevailed on b> the son of the late Raji at 
the expense of a great sum of money and valuable 
presents to abandon his design 

Molntnmed then left his faithful slave and general 
i itlnb in he fort of IChonm with a considerable 
arm) and rmrehed him elf with the mam b<Kly 
t vards the moantams of Scualhc which form the 
northern bnundiry of that part of ilmJoistan plun 

< cfing and rava mg all the countries In liu vray to 
( hlrn<* 

\ftcr the return of M dinmc I his general Cultub 
V I» ii;i. ■i'’tcr»var Is bw-am- hl.^hl> flis 

tin UIS I - 1 In ths annals of India 
a 'vane d In the >e»r Uom Khoram an I took 
ff m the sail of C indu J al the I ni>^iaJ cll) of O hi) 
Uc ihtn'*c proceeded lo Mcrat which he cap or'* I In 
V *ft I'n- and having %uUhif^I ih'* fortress if K 
(t *■ cal'e i \lljghiir U“ti ten ihr Kuen Jumiu and 

< "1 to .. up ins reni Icn c fjf s me time In that 
I • ^ 

Ini c)cjr5jr Ij*ummeJGiJr) e, Im a IvamC'^ 
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A D 1194. 


into Hindoostan, but met with no op- 
poaition till he had reached Etaya on 
on the bank of the Jumna, where he was encountered 
by Rai Joy, prince of Cannouge. The Hindoos were, 
howe\er, -defeated by the vanguard under Cuttub, and 
much plunder was seized by the conquerors After 
this skirmish, the Mohammedans advanced and took the 
fort of Assy, in which they found immense treasures 
Thence they proceeded to Benares, which they easily 
captured , and either wantonly or zealously broke down 
and destroyed all the idols and temples of that celebrU’ 
ted seat of Hindu learning. Mohammed then returned to 
Kole, where he again confirmed Cuttub as his viceroy 
in India , and hence, laden with treasure, he took the 
route of Ghizne 

'Scarcely had Mohammed crossed the Indus, when 
one of the relations of Pittu Rai, late king of Ajmire 
whose name was Himiaje, rebelled against Gola, the son 
of his prince, and compelled him to take refuge with 
Cuttub the Mohammedan general, The latter imme- 
diately advanced with a considerable army to Ajmire, 
where he quickly re-established Gola in his authority. 

The same year, Cuttub invaded the p'‘ovince of 
Guzrat, and, having vanquished Raja Bim Deo, took 
ample revenge for the defeat' the Mohammedan arms 
had sustained in the year 574 After plundering that 
rich country, he returned in triumph to Delhy 

In the year 599, Mohammed, for the last time, en- 
tered into Hindoostan , but after taking 

the fort of Biaiia, he was obliged to re- 
turn in haste tow^ards Ghizne , where upon his arrival, 
he received intelligence of the death of his brotherj 


A D 1202 
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Sultan Ghvas Addeen in whose name 
Chra! he had hitherto acted In recompence 
Addetn ra the to- for hii forbearance, SO uncommon am 
\TTcignty of Ghor Mohammedans he had the 

pleasure of acquiring the *overeignt> of Ghor and all 
its dependencies, with a clear conscience 

From thU period Mohammed Interfered little \nth 
the politics of India Icavnng the arrangement of that 
countr) to his trust worth) \iccro) Cultub. 

Mohammed was assassinated in the jear 60*, b) 

the tribe of Gickers after a reign of 
A, D 1J06. , . 

thirt) tfto )ears from the commence 

ment of hit go\emmcnt over Ghijine, and three from Ids 
accession to the empire the titles and honours 
of which os before mentioned he permitted 
his elder brother to enjoy during hli life time. He 
wns esteemed on,, of the greatest men that c\*cr Mt 
on the thmn^ of India and though he was in some 
instances cruel he possessed man> \ irtoes 


CLTTl n ADDFFN ADII K 
Of n of CBiiub I ofchiir thy SoUan Mofuunmed rbory— 
r»OTWM J by dr CO the raoW of Maitrr of the Iforie-- 

laV n pt loflrr hy the t mp of Khtanrm- KclaVtn— App inwH 
Iro tm-rr of the crnifpiefril rnwmcei CaplUTfS the Cliy ^ 
btrr^ '-TiVe% Dehly IM )ipeliioa apalnti the Jais Crt»»ts 
He ii\tr Junn\, lai taU t the f-»rt of Kole— Defcil* ihe tt«J' 
I naf»>i <uliin Stohjimniefl Cnltab at Ins son— Caitub 

* « Ut IhfRt ItfO t«vnin- llirv 

U III \!rliamrncd Ghof> ha I tipparled this life, 
^ j ^ ht n'*phc«r MahmiKHl as umrd the 
inij'«'rbl lilies at Ghor bul scniih'e 
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ofhis own want of power, he thought it more pruden 
to conciliate the friendship of Cuttub, the viceroy 
of Hmdoostan, although oiiginally a slave of his 
uncle’s, than, by asserting his claim to those domi- 
nions, to raise up a dangerous rival to his authority. 
He therefoie sent to Cuttub all the ensigns of royalty 
viz , a throne, an umbrella, standards, drums, and the 
title of Sultan 

Cuttub received these honours With proper respect 
and mounted the throne at Lahore, 
A D *1206 on the 2nd of Zykaad of the year 602, 
As this person makes so conspicuous a figure 
in the annals of Hmdoostan, his history cannot fail 
of being inteiesting, although fully detailed m another 
work. 

Cuttub was a native of Toorkestan, and in his 
Origin of Cuttub childhood purchased by a merchant, 
Addeen brought him to Nishapore, and 

sold him to Cazy Fakher Addeen, a learned judge, 
and a person of very ancient family, who sent him 
to school with his own sons The youth evinced 
uncommon abilities, and in a few years made great 
progiess in his learning, and in acquiiinjf all the 
polite accomplishments of the age Upon the death 
of the judge, his heirs 'sold Cuttub, for a large sum 
of money, to a merchant , by whom he was carried to 
Ghizne, and presented to Sultan Mohammed Ghory, 
who amply rewarded the merchant for his present 
In a short time, Cuttub became a great favourite 
of the Sultan who, in consequence of his having lost 
a finger, gave ^im the nickname of Abiek. One even- 
ing, the Sultan, having made considerable presents 
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to his attendants and slaves, ffave to Cotlub a 
larger sura than to any other of the boys but as 
soon as the company broke up Cuttub distributed 
his present among the Inferior servants of the 
palace say^ng that as the jSultan s favour supplied 
all his wants he had no use for money This con 
duct being reported to the Sultan he was much 
pleased and promoted Cuttub to stand at the side 
of his throne and by degrees raised him to the con 
fidenllal office of ^^aster of the Horse. 

In one of the expeditions of Mohammed Ghnry 
against the king of Khuanzm Cuttub being dctachctl 
mth a party of horse to procure forage, was after 
CNhiWting many proofs of valour taken prisoner 
and carried before the KhuarUra monarch a Iio ordered 
him to be secured with Iron chaini \ day or tVNO 
after a general engagcroc-‘t took place between the 
two armies In which th<* Ktiuarizmiins being dercaled 
fled and left their prisoner sealed on a camel fait 
bound ivtth chains. In thu situati in he w as retaken 
h> some of his friend and <cnl to the S'lltan who 
on sr'-lng him w ii much iff cted and ai n mark 
<fthclii hF-vt 1 nnrjur and regard bestowed on hirn one 
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commenced his operations, by the capture of Merat, 
a celebrated fortress in the Dooab , after which he 

He besieges and proceeded to Dciily, and laid siege to 

takes Dehly that ci tv He was there opposed by 

a powerful armv of Rajepoots but, after a bloody 
contest, the Hindoos were defeated, and compelled 
to retire within their walls. Cuttub continued to 
press the siege, and in a short time compelled the 
garrison to capitulate , bv which he became master 
of the imperial city, which has ever since been con- 
sidered as the capital of Hmdoostan, although some- 
times forsaken by' its emperors 

In the month of Ram7an, of the y^ear 5S9, the 

A D 1193 • subject to the 

Raja of Neheiwala, m Guzerat, laid 
siege to the fort Hansy , but the governor defending 
him'^elf with great biavery, gave time for Cuttub 
to march to his assistance. Upon the arrival of the 
Mohammedan aimy% the Jats hastily*^ retreated', and 
were pursued to the confines of their own 
- country. 


The follov/mg y^ear, Cuttub crossed the river 
Jumna, and took the celebrated fort of Kole (Allyghur,) 
in which he found i,noo horses and much plunder. In 
this_place he continued to reside for some time 

In the year 591, Cuttub proceeded from Dehly, to 
meet his master,, who was advancing 
AD 1194 from Ghizne, with an intention o<’ sub- 
duing the countries of Cannouge and Benares When 
they met, Cuttub presented the Sultan with a hundred 
Arabian horses, an elephant made of gold, axid another 
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of Silver and caused his army consisting of 50000 
horse to pass in review before him 

The Sultan was much pleased u ith Cnttub s conduct 
and having conferred on him a dress of honour ap- 
pointed him to command the first division ofthe arm) 

With this dinsion which consisted of his own troop 
he totally defeated Jvchund the Ivaja of Benaras who 
fell in the heat of the battle. The number of slain iras 
so great, that for a lang time the body of the prince 
could not be found but was at length recognised b> 
his artificial teeth which were fixed with wedges of 
gold. 

After this victor) the SuUan proceeded to the cUy 
of Benaras and demolished nearly one thousand Hindu 
temples. He then laid waste this country to the 
boundaries of Bengal and after securing oil the 
elephants, treasure and prop-ciy belonging to the 
Kaja (great part of which was found in the fort of Ass> ) 
h'- return'^ towards Ghirnc lca\^ng Cullub aS Viccro)) 
cf Hindoostan. 


After some da) 5 march the bulian sent Cutlub a 
- , . letter declaring him his atloptctl s>n 

‘?jU n Vfohini , , ** , ‘ f f 

wf laJopiicyilub the same lime as a prool ol 

attiKn his favour sent him a white 

elephant one of those taken fiom the 
prince of B-narav This animal of so uncommon a c >- 
I)urtn Hinlxman was role cunttanti) b> Cuttub and 
til'll Ihrc'* tla) ' after thc«!cccaic of his master 
Upjn th- death of ^lohammcd Ghof) In the 
I c-i » IT- r^u Cuttub succeeded to th'* unc- n 
>{ -af trolled of the Indian pr >- 

^ ‘ ^ vlr cJ andha\in„ cijVnlcd I> I**)* 
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as the capital of his dominions, he may be consider- 
ed as the first Mohammedan king of Ilindoobtan. 

Cuttub died at Lahore, in the year 607. His reign, 
properly speaking, was little more 

A D 1210, 

than four years, though he enjoyed all 
the state and dignity of the sovereign for more than 
twenty. 

As It was during the reign of Cuttub Addeen Abiek 
that bengal became subject to the Mohammedan arms, 
we now turn to the affairs of that province. 


SECTION III. 

Of the eafly M ohammcdan Conquei ofsq/ Bengal, 


MOHAMMED BUKHTYAR KHULIJY, 


Origin of Bukhlyar Khulijy — His arrival at DehJy — Unsuccessful 
application to be admitted into the Imperial service — He obtains 
employment from one of the provincial Governors — Raises a regi- 
ment of his own Clan — Noticed by the Viceroy — Appointed to the 
command of an army destined to invade the province of Behar — 
Conquers that country — Returns to Dehly — Re-appointed Governor 
of Behar — History of Luchmunyah, the last Raja of Bengal — 
Bukhtyar invades Bengal — Selects the ancient City of Gour as the 
Capital of the two Provinces — Attempts the Conquest of Thibet — 
Compelled to retreat — Returns to Bengal— Dies 


The first chief who' exalted the banners of Moham- 
> med in the fertile plains of Bengal, 
^^ar^Khulijy Mohammed Bukhtyar Khuhjv. 

This person was an inhabitant oi Gh or, 
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a cit) jn the district of Gurmseir oo the northern boun 
dary of AfghanUtao^ and the tnbe of KhuHJ) * ?saturc 
had not been fa'.ourahie to BuWht>ar in his formation 
he \vas lU favoured and of a mean appearance, and 
amongst other deformities of hia person it is stated 
that when lie stood upright the end of his fingers cn 
tended considerably below his knees. When arriv*cd at 
the age ol manh'Kjd he repaired to Ghlzne and oflered 
himself as a volunteer to the officers of Mohammed 
Ghor> but they disgusted with his appearance, refused 
to enrol him amongst Ihclr levies Disappointed in 
his hopes he proceeded to Dchly and, on his arrival 
in that citj made a lender of his sendees to the offi 
cers of Cutlub AJdeen the Vlccro> but the inspector 
ot recruits again rejected him Finding It Impossible 
to obtain cmplov mctil In the Impcrnl servoce lie enfis 
te<l as a cav ahcf uitli Oughul Beg one of the protlncia 
governors in this situation hisaclivit) courage and 
nhihiics oon rec mmended him to the notice of Ins 
superiors and he quickl) obtam-d promotion. 

U lien Mchirnmed Bukht>ar had acquired some 
celebrity in hii pfw situation he invited sev'cral parties 
I f his o\ n tribe \ ho v^crc In want of cmplo> menl to 
a cept him as their commander and liad the good 
Ijriurr^lt ftl) after to admitted with his regiment 
iiHo the service cf ih'^ \ iceroj Having slj nalizcd 
^ hlm<clf on man> arduous occasion^ !c 

at length (nbout the >eAr59'5) 

1 to 111'- rominand of an arm) dcstincil to the 
rqu'-it i{ Friur 

frt*‘ I) • 1 t ry cf 11 r 'HHUin Ai» rwmr 
* * cioaritccf Its I 
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Tn this undertaking he was again successful , for 
after revaging and plunaering all the country, and sak- 
ing the' capital,* he returned, at the end of two years, 
loaded with plunder the whole of which he laid at 
the feet ot the Viceroy, who was so much pleased with 
his conduct, that he conferred on him such honours 
as excited the envy of all his contemporaries. 

The mode which the courtiers devised to get rid of 
an envied favourite, would be incredible in a civilized 
nation' but, as the circumstance occurei m an assem- 
blage of illiterate soldiers, who considered courage as 
the chief virtue, we cannot lefuge to give credit to the 
following extraordinary anecdote, which Is corroborated 
by several historians On a public occasion, when the 
whole court of the Viceroy were assembled, some of 
the nobles took an opportunity of introducing the sub- 
ject of the late conquest of Behar, and of extolling the 
feats of bravery performed by the General they added 
that, such was their high opinion of his courage, they 
were assured he would, single-handed contend with 
and overcome a fierce elephant this being contradicted 
by some other person in the secret, the question was at 

eMr Wilford states, in the 9th volume of the Asiatic Re- 
searches, that the kings of Behar, or Magadha, were for many ages 
the sovereigns or lords-paramount of India If such was the case, 
their descendants must have degenerated exceedingly , for at the 
penod of the Mohammedan invasion, the Raja, instead of heading 
his army in defence of bis country and religion, shamefullv abscond- 
ed, leaving his capital, then a celebrated seat of Hindoo learning 
(whence its name of Behar), so destitute, that it was taken b> a 
detachment of tn^o hundred men who put a number of the unopposing 
Brahmans to the swjrd, and plundered all the inhabitants ' 

5 
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Icnfjth submitted to the Viceroy and b> him proposed 
to Mohammed Bakhtyar who dreading the imputation 
of cowardice more than death, foolishly agreed to try 
the contest 

One of those elephants which are kept for fighting 
b\ the pnnees ol the East and which was then in a 
stale of intoxication T\a 3 shortly introduced into the 
area in front of the palace and Mohammed mthout 
making any other preparation than merely throinng of? 
his coat and girding up his loins advanced unth a 
battle axe in his hand 

The elephant t\hich had been nccuslomed to 
contend in that place cither with one of Its oum 
species or some more ferocious anfma) took little 
notice of its puny foe till urged on by Its driver 
It made a charge at Bukhtyar uho dexterously 
avoided and at the same moment struck the elephant 
with bis builc axe \riih such force on the trunk that 
the animal screamed out and ran olT Shouts of 
wonder a ul acclamation resounded through the pilace 
nnd the \ iccroy not only proented the (jcncrvi \mh 
a large sum of money himself but ordered all the 
rob’c to prir-nt him wuh an olTcrmg ofcongralul 
ti t u The um colJccltd on tliM occasion vas 
of c 1 ideraU'* value but the Ocneral -scorning l» 
1 -^ thui cnricted add*^ a sum nf )ii< own md 
lit ' I tf nati 111 of the uhulc to the inrcrt r 5 cr\ant< 
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orders, locvlend his conquests o\cr all the neighbounng 
IcrriloriLS 

i lit remainder of llie year ^99, was occupied by 

A D i-'o’ ' BuKhl\ ar I'Chulijy in firmly establish- 
ing his authority o\er tlie province 
of Behar, and ma* ing ‘'Uch nujuirics into the slate 
of Bengal Ub might facilitate the conquest of that 
countr\ . 


Bengal was] at that period ruled by a Hindoo 

Ht£tor% of prince, named Luchmunyah, w'ho 
Liichniunjali, the resided at Nuddeah, still a celebrated 
last ^ of Hindoo learning, and whose 


history has been thus succinctly narrated by nearly 
a contemporar) historian * 

On the death of Luclimun the father of Luchmu- 
113 ah, this prince was still unborn , but as his mother 
who was of the royal family of the Sovereigns of 
India, was far advanced in her pregnancy, the 
nobles seated her on the throne, and made their 
obeisance. When the princess felt the pains of 
labour approaching, she assembled the astrologers and 
Brahmans, and consulted them on the probable destiny 
of her child 


The astrologers, having attentively considered 


■’^Abu Omar Menhajaddeen Giorjany, whose history, the 
Tnlbai Nasse})\ was published in the year of the Hejira 658, 
corresponding with A D 1260, only fifty-eight years after the 
conquest of Bengal The author had conversed with many 
persons who assisted in the conquest of that country j and be 
iimself passed severdl months at the capital of Ben^L 
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the position of the heavens declared that if the 
child should be bom betorc a f>articular hour his 
destiny would be replete with misery but 11 after 
the time speaSed he should enjoy a \ery long 
reign 

The intrepid lady immediately gave positii’e 
orders to her attendants that, without pa) ing any 
attention to her feelings or regard to her safety they 
should use every endeavour to postpone her delivery 
TTic measures they adopted were rude and cruel r 
and although thdr cflbrts were attended with 
success It was at the expense ol the life of the 
mother* 

A* soon Jas the child was bom he was laid on 
the throne and the commencement of bis rtign dated 
from that instant This pnnee nominally ruled Bengal 
for eight) )ear and na* distinguished for his cicmcnc) 
gencrosit) and justice. 

In the 599th )-car of the Hejira, the Mohammedans 
A, D x*oi having conquered the province of Bchar 
and c'ctcndcd thdr ravTigcs to the bor 
ders of Bengal the Brahmans and a trologers walled ou 
the 1 aja, and rcjiresented tliat thdr andent books con 
tamed a proph-cy that the kingdom of Bengal should 
subdued b) the Toorks that they were convinced 

Tine nrDtnm (ire »ul cm be ihou,.hi lmp*oMWe by Ihm 
ut aifpuiB f4 ♦»iih ibe litrte ihe Ilifvdooi set on 

L Wo/* womas an Jib imponace r/ the bulb of * Kr«L, 
" jreW of to £ni, Anut ktt/t * / rcL l\ chap 
ai^! / I ,14 „ , f 01 6, to \\i}\uLt TracdjtHSo ofiLe 
lu c /4, 
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the anpouilcd time wis now armed , and ad\ised him 
to rcmo\c his V ealth. famiiy, and ‘leat of government 
ftlicn at Xiiddcah) to more “^cenre and distant part of 
the countrv , v. Here tiic}'- might be safe irom any sudden 
incursion of llicir enemies. 

Tnc Raja, on hearing this representation, asked the 
Brahmans if thur books gave any descrij>tion of tiie per- 
son V. lio was to be the conqueror of hts dominions. 7 hey 
replied in the affirmative, and that the description 
exactly corresponded witli the person of the Moham- 
medan General, then in Behar. ' 

The Raja, being far advanced in the years, and par- 
tial to his capital, would not listen to their advice and 
took no measure to avoid the danger But the nobles 
and principal inhabitants sent away their property and 
families, either to the Province of Jagernaut, situated 
on the sea side, or to the countries on the north-east 
bank, of the Ganges 

In the year 600, Mohammed Bukhtj^ar Khulijy, 

having acquired sufficient information 
Bukhtyar invades . 

Bengal, the unguarded state of Bengal, se- 

A D 1203-4 cretly assembled his troeps , and 

marching from Behar, proceeded with such expedition 

towards Nuddeah, that his approach was not even sus- 

» 

pected 

On his arrival m the vicinity of the city, he concealed 
his troops m a wood, and, accompanied by only 
seveteen horsemen, entered the city. On passing the 
guards, he informed them, that he was an envoy, going 
to pay his respevts to their master. 
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He thus permitted to approach the palace and 
ha\lng:, passed the gates he and his party drew thefr 
swords and commenced a slaughter of the ro>al attcn 
dants. 

The Raja Lnchmun\ah who was then seated at din 
ner alarmed bj the cries of his people, made Ms e«npe 
from the palace b\ a pnvTitc door and getting on board 
a <mall boat rowed with the utmost expedition down 
the nver 

The remainder of the Mohammedan troops now ad 
\anced and having slaughtered a number of the Hin 
dnos took posjession of the dt> and palace, ‘“oon as 
this intelligence was coniticd to the Raj* he became 
o\*erwhelmed with afHtction and resohdng to dedicate 
the remainder of his life to religion he continued his 
jourpc> (0 Jagemaut and had the consolation of dsing 
soon after in the ncinit\ of the sicred temple. 

After the Hight of the Raja RukhUar gave up the 
TinVhtmr trfm, ^ plundered b> the troops re 

«cn-ing for himself on)> the elephants 
and public stores He then proceeded 
"ithoat op:TC«ition to Luknowti and establfslictl the 
ancient cit\ of Goor* as the capital of his domnifnns. 
\s a ncccs^r) pirt of this c*rcmonj he destfoi etl a 
rt fnt*^ of Hindoo temples and nilh their material' 
cn* tcti mosques colleges and cara\'anscric5 ou ihcir 
fum^t 

jy r I ^ # frs t ff«n M yn R^nirlli Vtr<^ * 
ur r »|rf. inrvjern acccwnl t( it 

’ t *"11 Hi It t b*- fr-nJiB pritt • 
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Although elated by success, and absolute master of 
an extensive dominion, he did not assume to himself 
independence, but continued to stamp the com with the 
name of the Sultan of Ghor , and sent a great portion 
of the elephants and treasures to Cuttub Addeen, the 
Viceroy, at Dehly 

In the course of a year, Mohammed Bukhtyar, hav- 
ing completely subdued Bengal, and stationed garri- 
sons in all the strong places, was seized with the 
mad ambition of adding the bleak mountains of 
Bootan and Thibet to his dominions. He therefore 

“ Gour, called also Lucknouti, the ancient capital of Bengal 
and supposed to be the Gengta regia of Pto'emy, stood on 
the left bank of the Ganges, about twenty -five miles below 
Rajemal It was the capital of Bengal 730 years before 
Christ, and was repaired and beautified by Homayoon, who 
gave It the name of Jennuteabad , which name part of the 
eircar, m which it was situated, still bears According to 
Ferisbta’s account, the unwholesomeness of its air occasioned 
It to be deserted soon after , and the seat of government 
was removed to Tanda, or Tanrah, a few miles higher up 
the river 

“ No part of the site of ancient Gour is nearer to the 
present bank of the Ganges than four miles and a half, 
and some parts of it, which were originally washed by that 
river, are now twelve miles from it However, a small stream, 
that communicates with the Ganges, now runs by its west 
side, and is navigable during the rainy season On the 
east side, and in some places within t^vo miles, it has the 
Mahanada river, nhich is always navigable,fand, communicates 
also with the Ganges 

“Taking the extent of the juins of Gour P at '‘the most 
reasonable calculation, it is not less than fifteen miles in length 
(evtending along ■’the old bank of the Ganges), and from two 
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BhjkhijTu-attempti »?{»>"'«' Mohammed Sheran>hulljy 
tbc Cooqucii of his pnnapal officer to be his deputy 
dunng his absence and proceeded 
with a select detach meot of loooo horse towards the 
ndge of mountains which separates India from Tartary 
and Chma. 

These rnountiins were inhabited by three distinct 
tribes called Koonch Mikeh and N^haru. These 
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people liave all Tartar countenances, and speak a 
language between Hindy and Thibetian. 

Mohammed Bukht) ar had the merit of converting 
one of the Chiefs of the tribe of Koonch to the 
Mussulman faith, to whom he gave the name of 
Aly Miekh. This person undertook to be his guide 
and director on this expedition. He first led the 
army to a city named Buidehun, or Murdehun, under 
the walls of which ran a very large river, called 
Bungmutty, three times, as broad as the Ganges. 
This river falls into the Indian Sea, which is called 
m the Hmdy language, Sumundur. For ten days 
they proceeded upward, along the banks of this 
river , till they entered the narrow defiles of the 
mountains, and came to a stone bridge consisting of 
twenty-two arches, over which the army crossed 

As the possession of this bridge was of the utmost 
consequence, to secure a safe retreat, Mohammed 
Bukhtyar took the precaution of leaving a strong 
party to guard it, under the command of two 
officers , one of whom was of his own tribe, but the 
other a Toork 

When the Raja of Kamroop was informed that 
the army_ had crossed the bridge, he sent an envoy 
to Mohammed Bukhtyar, to solicit his friendship 
and offering, if he would postpone the expedition 
for another year, he would, at the expiration of that 
period, join him with all his forces, and lead him by an 
easy route, into Thibet. 

Mohammed, being either anxious to finish his 
'undertaking, or^ giving little credit to the promises 
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of the Raja declined his offer , and proceeded for 
fifteen da>s throdgh narrow \'alle>s and o\-cr bfty 
mountains till at length the army entered an 
cxtensi\ e plain of Thibet, well calti\*ntcd and inhabited 
Thej shortly after came to a well fortified town 
the inhabitants of which opposed them couragcouslj, 
and killed a number of the Mussulmans* 

The armour of these people was entirclv composed 
of bamboos sewed or tied together with raw sIIL 
With such materials thev very ingenious!) formed not 
onl> shields breast plates and cuishcs but cren 

helmets. Their ofTensK’e mnpons «xrc long spears and 

Urge bon*s and arrows. 

After a hard day s contest* the Mussulman forces 
were obhgcil to retire to their camp without 
an^ other fruit of \iclor\ than a few prisoners 
from whom they learned that at the dlstmce 
ol fifteen miles there was 0 \cr) large and 

strnnglv fortified clt> called Kurmputtun which was 
Inhabited b\ rinlimans and nootane<“rs that tliclr 
prince was a Christian but that he had In hIs scfslce 
an Innitm^fsb’c arms of brase Tartars well XTfsed 
In the u*** of the bnnr and spear tnat a thousand rr 
hf rv*n hun Irctl horsf< were dallv sold In Its market 
anf that the sjicclr^ of horse callctl Tan) "in nr 
Tan'^n w^ll knowri In Ilenn) was brought from 
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mans, an express had been sent off to the city , 
and that, without doubt, a powerful force would arrive 
from thence early next morniug. 

This intelligence very much alarmed Mohammed 
Bukhtyar, whose army was considerably reduced by 
fatigue and battle He therefore called a council 
of war, in which it was resolved that they should 
immediately retire, and return at a more favourable 
opportunity, ivith a greater force. 

Two hours before day, the Mussulmans silently 
commenced their retreat ,but as soon as the inhabitants 
of the country were aware of their intentions, they 
set fire to all the forage and gram which was on 
their route, and threw various obstacles in their way 
At length, after suffering the greatest hardships, 
the Mussulmans arrived, on the fifteenth day, at 
the banks of the river which they had crossed but 
how great was the disappointment of Mohammed 
Bukhtyar, to find that tne officers, to whom he had 
entrusted the defence of the bridge, having quarrelled 
with each other, had abandoned their pest , and that 
the insidious Raia of Kamroop,* now taking advan- 

'* The boundaries of Kamroop are very indefinitely described 
The name is applied by Mohammedan writes to all the countries 
between Bengal and Thibet, from the river Gunduck on the west 
to the B'lrham pooler on the east. The crossing of so large a 
river determin'’S the country invaded to have been South Assam, 
although the account of the Tanyan horses might lead us to sup- 
pose It was Bootan From Doctor Wade we learn that Kamroop 
was formerlv a very extensive kingdom , and that its capital was 
the present town of Rangamuttw, m the N E. corner of Bengal — • 
Ses Asi'aitc Annuel Register, 1805 
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ta^e of the distreases of the Mussulmans had corabin 
cd \nth the enemies to cut off his retreat and 
had In consequence broken down two of the arches 
of the bndpe. 

In this dHemraa, Mohammed ordered his troops 
t(^ take possession of a large Hindoo temple, which 
was In the \danitv and which contained many massy 
idols of gold and silver whilst a party were empIo)'cd 
in cuUing down wood and bamboos to form rafts 
for crossing the nver During this time, the Rnja 
of Kamroop havnng collected a large army surrounded 
the Mussulmans but knowing that his troops could 
not v.ithstand the close attack of their Ins'aders he 
ordtrred them to contract o line of circumvallation 
compovH of , tikes Intcnronin «ith bamboo, at 
a considerable distance roand the temple and thos to 
slane their enemies to death. 

When the Mu.iulmnn. saw this irall rislne on all 
sides of them the) called out to their Commander 
If u-e remnn lonRer here n-c shall all be cauclit In the 
net nf these infidels." bo sa) mp the\ made a sudden 
chirpc upin the Hind x)s and cut their na) throuf;h 
the unfinished stockade th-s then rclreaterl to the 
unks of the riser and each mio cm|ilo>-ed himself In 
desisinr some m-sns of Rettinp over whilst the Hindoos 
annnse 1 th-m from a distance ssilh thdr armivs. 

Oncol the troj[>-rs hump ridden ^oinc ftflj up the 
II tpn ktrsy "f the river ducnyf-rcd a place 

<* « lie '^hich Utx a nl ort rll^tince r. 4 < f r I 

L 'i-t/ ' ’Th'* arrnv '^In tlili and <14** 

I 0 Inp that the ford extended aavi» 
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the river, impetuouly rushed after him , nor did they 
discover their mistake till too late. The majority of 
them were carried away by the rapidity of the current,- 
and found a watery grave ^ whilst the General, and a small 
number of the best-mounted soldiers, with much diffi-^ 
culty reached the opposite side. 

When Mohammed Bukhtyar had reached Koonch 
(probably Gooch Beyhar) he was hospitably received by 
the inhabitants^ and especially the relation of Aly 
Miekh, who endeavoured to alleviate his wants, and to 
mitigate his sorrows , but melancholy and disappoint- 
ment overwhelmed him , add a few days after his arrival 
at Ueocote m Bengal, he sunk under the pressure of hia 
calamities, amidst the execration and curses of the or- 
phans and widows of the soldiers who had fallen a sacri- 
fice to his insatiable tambition. His 
remains were carried to Behar, and 
there buried. These events happened in the year of the 
Hejira 602, , 

Aly Murdan Khulijy, governor of Barsool, who will 
hereafter be noticed in this history, was suspected of 
having shortened the days of Mohammed Bukhtyar, by 
stabbing him while he lay in a state of stupefaction , but 
as there does not appear to have been sufficient induce- 
ment for so foul a deed, the story may, with probability, 
be imputed to the machinations of his rivals, or to the- 
sanguinary character which he afterwards evinced^ 
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Or^a of Mihirnti i Shcrtn — 1 romotcd br Mohammad 
BuVhijirtothe command of his array— Elected Gorernor of Luck 
no*ty (Conr) orter the death of Bukhtj-nr ondcr the title of An 
Addeen- Ecaies the jealousy of the Emperor who sends an 
army against him — Defeated, and killed lo a quarrel of the 
Khulijy Chiefs, 

Mohammed Siieran n*as a person of good fsmil> of 
the triDc of Khulij> and hid gtten man) proofs of 
ictivit) and valour It is related that after the Mos 
Bulman forces had taken possession of thr at\ ofISud 
dcah and the troops ucrc occupied in collecting the 
spoil from all the neighbouring villages Mohammed 
bhcran was for three da) s absent, without an) person 
knoiAing what nai become of him As Moliammed 
ltukht)ar esteemed him one ol his best officers he 
much regretted his loss and sent a number of people 
to search for his bo^l) Some of these entering ft uood 
di covered Mohammed Shenn mounted nn hone 
back with Ins sp ar in his hand driving before him a 
b J) of thirty wir elephants Kclongni„ U the Raji tli'' 
driven of nhjmucrc endeavouring to carr) them otT 
bat ha 1 b— n compcllal b) this indcfiligablo officers t-» 
return towards ih- citv This act ofbravct) rai cd film 
li h in th- o nni in of Mohammed llukhlj »r lie pio 
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command to Deocote, with an intention of seizing Aly 
Murdan, who was strongly suspected of having murdered 
the late Governor , but that Chief, alarmed at his ap- 
proach, fled to his goverment of Barsool, where he made 
some resistance he was however at length taken prison- 
er, and consigned to the charge ot Baba Ispahany 
Cutwall After this event, Mohammed Sheran returned 
to Lucknowty , where all the Mussulman commanders 
being assembled, they unanimously elected him to be 
their Chief, on condition of each receiving a certain distnt 
or feod^ for the supportof their troops. On this occa- 
sion Mohammed Sheran assumed the ensigns of royalty, 
and took the title of Aza Addeen. 

In the mean time, Aly Murdan, having bribed the 
CutwalU in whose charge he had been left, made his 
esca^ie to Delhy , where he informed Cuttub Addeen, 
who had just then assumed the title of Emperor of Hin- 
doostan, of the state of affairs in Bengal 

The Emperor, jealous of his authority having been 
thus slighted, ordered Kemar Roumy, Governor ofOude 
to proceed to Bengal, and to make a new division of the 
district amongst the Khuhjy Chiefs He was also direc- 
ted to establish in that country an imperial Dewan, to 
receive the royal proportion of the revenues 

On the approach of the Imperial army, one of the 
Khulijy Chiefs, named Hissan Addeen Avuz, to whose 
lot had fallen the district of Gungowtry, or Kuthoury, 
joined the royal standard, and was confirmed in the 
government of Deocote , but the other Chiefs, disdair- 

* An officer somewhat similar to the Ma) or.or chiei magistrate oi 
a tow'n > 
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ing submission opposed Kcoiar Roumy they ivcre 
hortc^'cr defeated and fled totvwds Cooch BcvbaT, 
where quarreJUng amongst themselves Mohammed 
Shcran fell by one of their swords. 

After this events kemar Roumy pardoning the re 
malning Chiefs made a new division of the country 
amongst them and having appointed an officer to re 
ceivc the imperial portion of the revenues returned to 
his own government. 


Al\ MURDAN RHULIjV ALA ADDVFS 

Alf funjm f-radiJuiJf rteefredai DeMf— Acrompanie* Cut 
tab Addeta «rt hii Etp<dlu«iv to ( buD«— Appointed ihe Frapff 
(K V \ iccroT ja Den al— Ro<*cts the authoniy of the Coutf of 
Debly on the death of the Empemr— Fr oebjored Km^ of Rewiral 
— HecnriTe* min and capnooa^ — by hu Nohlci. 

Al\ MtRi»\N K/rttr/v who was suspected of the 
murder of Mohammed Bukht>ar ivas a man of great 
activity courage and rcrvolutlnn and on making hij 
CKap^ from Ilen^nl tran praciomly received at the 
C art of Dchiv where he nrriveti just the i mperor 
k uitub Ad !ecn wai vrthnp out for Ghlr/ie. Ih Jmme 
o'Trrcd hii s«^rlcc« to attend the roval stirrup 
ar i hlv rir;irit Inving b^n ompited with h** In a short 
tm^ In hu it-r litmv-ff much Into the pool gram 
nf r> - St-I an that he lr*cime one of lif, greafevt /av ta 

ii ^ 

AU!i ugh Cu tub Aild-ei wat at fipt succciiful (n 
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driving away his rival Eldoze, and in gaining possession 
of the city oi Ghizne, he was finally obliged to lelinqiiish 
It, and to retire to Lahore,* where, as has been before 
related, he died in the year of the 
Hejiia 607 During the expedition to 
Ghizne, Aly Muidan was taken prisoner, and carried 
into the; presence of Eldoze, who so far gave him his 
liberty, as to permit him to attend him while hunting, 
The recompense which he made for this act of con- 
descension, was an offer to imbrue his hands in the 
blood of that prince , but his overture having been re- 
jected, he was sent back to Cuttub Addeen, with whom 
he returned to Lahore , and, about 
the year 605, was appointed to be 
that Emperor’s Viceroy in Bengal. In obedience to 
the royal mandate, Hissam Addeen Avuz, and the 
other Khulijy Chiefs, met the new Viceroy on the banks 
of the river Coosa , thence they carried him to Deocolc, 
and placed him on the Musnud, Shortly after, he pro 
ceeded to Lucknowty (Gour), and obtained I he undis- 
puted control of the kingdom. 

Upon the death of Sultan Cuttub Addeen, in 

Murdan rejected the authority of the Court 

. ^ ' and, assuming the white 

A D 1210 

other ensigns of royaA;. 
himself to be proclaimed King of ‘Bcc'-gal s" 
title of Sultan Ala Addeen. 

Previous to this event AV 


of 


* See History of 


A., r: 
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csteerTied a \Igilant and brave officer but his head now 
Iccamc turned with vanity On h?5 pubhc court 
da) 5 he used to talk of the Kings of Persia, Khoras 
ian and Dehl) a* his Inferiors and went so far 
ns to bestow provinces of their dominions on bis menial 
serv'ants. 

It Is related that one da\ a merchant complained 
to the new king of having lost all Ills propert) b> 
hipwrcck or some other accident The king askeu 
of what countr) he was and when informed that 
be v.ai a 1 ersian he desired his minister immediate 
Iv to draw out a patent constituting the raerchnnt 
Govxmor of Ispahan The minister not daring 
to sa) that Ispahan was the propert) of another mo 
narch retired to an adjoining apartment, under pretence 
of prepinng the patent but soon after returned and 
represented to hu majc<t> that the merchant was trul> 
j’Tatcful for the favour conferred but that it was requisite 
he should be otlen<lcvi b) a prop^ escort of Iroopi anii 
hould enter on hn pov'ernment in a dignified stv ie be 
\ — ged t further i ivtcd with a sum of monc) for 
lilt: pur[ij '* of pur ha »n> hor ci and equipment^ Al> 
lurda I ("U him cH >uUviitcl but raih-r than lower 
hu 'i I it\ he of Jcicd 4 larj^c sum to bt piv-cn to ill- 
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r.il of the Kliuhjy noble? to death. Their patience beuitr 
at length evhaualed, the}' absasiinatccl 

A D, 1212. 

him, in the second } ear of his impoltic 
reign, and the 6opth year of the Hejira. 


HISSAM ADDEEX AVUZ GHV \S \DDIi:i:\. 

His Origin — Enlcrtains Uro Dcrvcislics, r\ho predict hisfuiiirc 
g^reatness — Accompanies Mohammed liuklityar into Bcng.al, and 
promoted the goten mcnl of Gungoutry — Elected to the Musiuid 
of Bengal — Improves the City of Lucknoutv — Makes tributary 
the neighbouring Rajas — 0/Tcnds the Court of Dchly — Pretents 
the Emperor’s army from passing the Ganges — Makes peace with 
the Emperor — Drives the Royal troops from Behar — Hts territory 
again invaded by the Emperor’s army— Slain after many proofs 
of valour 

After the assassination at Aly Murdan, the Khulij}' 
Chiefs raised to the throne Hissam Addeen Avti/, 
a nobleman who had given frequent proofs of his abili- 
ties and valour, and who was highly esteemed by all 
parties 

■ This Chief was descended of a good tamil}', who 
resided at Ghor in Persia When he ar- 
Addeen rived at the age of manhood, he travf fl- 

ed towards Toorkistan, in order to im- 
prove his fortune , and one day, having climbed an hill 
called Poobhteh Afroz, he there found two Derveishcb, 
who putting, their trubtin Providence, travelled througtx 
the world without any worldly care, or attention to their 
own wants. After the customary salutation, the Der- 


9 
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\t1shes asked him jf be had any pronsion with him. 
He.rcpUed that he had and immediately opening lil^ 
stores gave them several cakes of bread, and some 
savourv meats While they were catmg, he procured 
them water to drink and during the continuance pf 
the meal he respectfully attended 
them as a servant hen they had 
iinisbed tbe> returned him thanks 
and told him that he must immediatcFy proceed to 
India where there was a kingdom allotted for him 
Hissam Addccn feeling a confidence in thurr predic 
tton vras much rejoiced at this intelligence and Immc 
dlat«l> turned Ms steps towards Hlndooslan. Or his- 
arrival there he was admitted into the Mrnec of Ills 
cuuntrvman Mohammed Uukhlyar whom he accom- 
panied into licngal where he quickl> obtained promo 
tion and at the time of hi$ master’s death was Cover 
nur of Gungowtrj 

On hi5 election to the 'lusnud of Bengal he assum 
cd the title of Gh> as Addccn and having rcmovcdlils 
residence uf Luchnowly (Gour) he 
much paiiii and c\(HrntIciJ 
large sums of nionci m improving that 
cit> He built there a fU{>crb mos<|uc a college and a 
ci*ravanicr> and as the countrv ltitlicviann> of Gour 
V as sub^r^t to lll^unJatlOn^ he con truetcii ciuicuajs 
cxtcnJng on one side ti \afhorc In Oceibhoom arnl 
n the other >ldc to Deoco e bcmi, t-n Haj » jf»ume) 
which cful "d the Irt ablianls to travel with cjiMcni' 
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ence, at all tunes of the year, over a tract which had 
been considered nearly impassable during the season of 
the rains,^=^ 

This prince was a liberal eneonrager of the arts and 
literature Many of the stately edifices of Gour were 
erected b)7 fiim , and he bestowed ample pensions upon 
the learned and devout He also distributed Justice 
with great impartiality, making no distinction between 
th^ rich and the poor, the Mohammedan and the 
Hindoo, 

His time, however, was not occupied solely by these 
acts of peace He carried his arms into the territories 
of the Rajas of Kamroop, Tirhoot, and Jagernaut, which 
had never been before subdued by the Mohammedan 
arms, and compelled them to pay him tribute. 

For ten years he reigned with great prosperity , 

Colonel Colebrook, late Surveyor-general of Bengal, was 
of opinion, that the Ganges forraarly r^n under the ivalls of 
Gjur, although its present bed is three miles distant from the 
rums t butthc followiDgdescription of that city, written on the 
spot by V 4 enh;yaddeen, author of the Tabkat Nassery, A D 
1243 4 , proves that the Ganges ran through the middle of it, 
and that the city, '^r citadel, was on the western side of the 
nver which confirms Mr Wdford’s J sup_position respecting Uie 
course ®f the Ganges “The writer of this woik arrived at 
Lucknowty m the year 64T, and visited all the religious 
biddings erected by that prince (Hissam Addeen Avuz) 
Lucknowly consists of two wings, one on each side of 

* See Asiatic Researches, V0I, vii p to 8vo edition, 

I IbidVoI V p 272 
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but haWng neglected to send presents to the court of 
^ Dchl> the Emperor Altumsh son In 

Jaw of Cuttub Addecn in the jxar of 
the Hejira 622 mirched from Dehlj and without oppo 
sition took posvessJon of Bchar but Ghv as Addecn 
hiving secured all the boats prcv'cntcd the roia! armv 
from crossing the Ganges and b> the mediation of 
some fnends the Emperor at length agreed to make 
l>iiacc and let him retain the government of 13engal on 
the following conditions —that the money should In 
future be stampt and the (proclamation) rend 

In the name of Altumsh and that GhjisAddccn 
vli juld present the T mperor vWth thirl) •eight elephant-v 
and a Jirge sum of monej and send annuaJJ) a tribute to 
Dchlv These terms having been ratified the Fmperor 
rctnrnevl towards Dehf> previous)) appointing a 
n iltlcmin named Mulk Ala \ddctn tobcGovernor of 
Uclur but scarcely had he arrived in hh capital be 
fircrh)as \ddcen crjs^cd the river disposscise<l the 
new G-ncrntir and drove the ro) al troops out of the 
Ji t I'-t of Itchar 
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The Emperor was highly irritated at this 
conduct , and "having assembled a numerous army in 
Oude, under the command of his son, Nasir 
Addeen, he ordered that prince to proceed to, 
and subdue Bengal Na=ir Addeen 

A D X227 

marched from Oude m the year 624, at 
a time when Ghyas Addeen was employed in subduing 
some of the Raja in the eastern parts of Bengal m 
consequence of which the young prince obtained posses- 
sion of Lucknowty without opposition But as soon as 
Ghyas Addeen had received intelligence of the- invasion, 
he hastened to meet his opponents. He courageously 
attacked them in the neighbourhood of the capital , 
and, after exhibiting many proofs of valour, fell, with 
many of his Chiefs, either on the field of battle, or imme- 
diately after, by the hands of the executioner 

This prince reigned twelve years , and with such 
reputation, that even the Emperor Altumsh always 
spoke of him with the highest respect, saying, that he 
well deserved the title of Sultan, and the epithet of Sup- , 
poi tet of the Faith. 

THE PRINCE NASIR ADDEEN 

On the death of Ghyas Addeen, the young prince 
took possession of Bengal and Behar, in the name of 
Emperor, and having sent the family of the deceased 
and 'the plunder of Lucknowty to Dehly, was 
appointed Viceroy of those provinces, with permission 
to use the red umbrella, and other insignia of royalt)^ 



66 


HISTORY Ob DENGXL. 


[SECT nr 


He Is sa d to have ru^cd with great justice for nearlv 
five ) ears and died at Lucknow t> in 
A- D r 38 9 the) ear 6 6 Upon this event the 
Khulijy Chiefs revolted and for some time threw the 
affairs of Bengal into confusion but the Emperor AI 
tumfih having marched from Dchly on 
^ the news of his sons death entered 

Bengal carl> in 62 - and after defeating the rebels ap- 
pointed Mulk Ala Addeen to the government 


mulk ala audffn and sirr 
ADDLt \ TOORK 

Tlir former of these \ '*blcs after having held the 
government of Bengal for fjtir >car» was succeeded b> 
Sicf Addeen Toork who at the end of 
thrce>car» died bj poison (\ tl 634) 


\/ \ ADDLI \ TOGHAV KHAN 

rit v.'w ofTcK’lsan Khan t rotno'txi vo vhe Onverntn'^w of 
InraJe* Tifhoo Nei/e^ Ihr I ror n e of Kumh VIjnA 
I o e - tl •> on jcect ful *ii» Won Keuiua-Tht OniiUn* bn r^e 
I m lo I Kir Tim'Tjr Kh^n to hit ■imUnro — Supor^eJe J 
hf Timnor-Kct rti w ih h» fnojKrtty ,0 Dehlf- VpTviinicd 
rrtof of Ojde— Diet, 

To iu‘ Kii \\ W31 kirn In the dhtrlcl of Khata In 
T*rt4r> He nai han lr->m^ In Im pr-rion and p-iirer 
I'dortrvcr) atnlible quality Whilit (ijoulh he trai 
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purchased by the Emperor Altumsh, who for several 
A T years employed him in confidential 

situations in the royal household, and 
in the year 630 appointed him to the government of 
Budaoon (now Rohilcund) Having distinguished 
himself in this situation, he was pro- 

A. D# 12^7 

moted to Behar , and on the death of 
Sief Addeen Toork, in 634, was rewarded with the impor- 
tant government of Bengal. 

' When Sultana Rezia, daughter nf the Emperor Al- 
tumsh, ascended the throne of Dehly m the end of the 
year 634, Toghan Khan sent an eloquent agent, with 
valuable presents to Court, and by these means was not 
only confirmed in his government, but was also promo- 
ted to the highest rank of nobility, with permission to use 
the red umbrella, as the representative of the Empress 
In order to signalize himself in his new situation 
the Governor led his army into Tirhoot , and having 
compelled the Raja to pay him a large sum of money 
returned in triumph to Gour. 

During the early part of the impotent reign of the 
Emperor Masaood, TOghan Khan, finding that all the 
other Omrahs were extending their authority to the 
annihilation of the Imperial dignity, resolved to add 
the province of Kurrah Manikpore to his dominions. 
With this intention he marched from Gour , and hav- 
ing effected his purpose without any opposition, remain- 
ed in the city of Kurrah for a consider- 
able time. During his 'residence there, 


A D. ia 42 , 
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in 640 he utis joined hy Menhaj Seraje Addeen Glor 
jan>, author of the Tabkat Nasserj, with whom he 
fihortl) after returned to BepgaU 

In the >car 641, the Raja of jagepore (Orissa) hav 
Ing given some cause of offence, ‘Toghan 
Khan marched in the month of Shual, 
to Ketasun on the frontier of Jagepore, where he found 
the arm\ of the Raja had throtvn up entrenchments to 
oppose him 

On Saturday the Gth of 7 >kad the Mohammedans 
drew up In order of battle, and having made n vigorous 
attack on the entrenchments of the enemy succeeded in 
taking two of the lines but there being still a third and 
the troops fatigued and oppressed with heat Toghan 
Khan allowed them to halt and refresh thcmsclve' 
In the mean time a small part) ofthe Hindoo cava’r> 
petting Into his rear seized upon the elephants anil 
began to plunder the camp On «rcmg Ihl** the 
Moliamraedans retreated In great disorder and being 
warm!) pursued b> Ihcir enemies numbers of them 
were ^lam and all their baggage and elephant* ^clzc<l 
b) the cnemv Toghan Khan was therefore compclle<l 
to return with ipnominv to Lncknowt) vrlicncc he 
r*nt a special messenger to solicit a slstancc from 
the I mpcT r 

The I aja Ivlng cncouragctl b) tills success Invaded 
*n r^n 1 1 t licfi ^*1 and in tli^ month of Shual 
‘ of the folloirin" \car ('4'* the Orb a 

A. I> on ^ ,11 

arm) nW li was accomiunl'-J t> ^ 
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number of war elephants, laid sie^c to the ci't}’’ of 
Gour, hut were \ iG^orousij' opposed by Toghan Khan, 
Anotlicr party of the Orissians made an attack upon 
Naghore, the capital of Beerbhoom, the defence of 
nhicli had been entrusted to Kureem Addcen, who 
with a great number ofhis followers fell in the con- 
test, and the town was plundered by the enemy 

In the mean time, the army of Oude, under the 
command of Timour Khan Keian, which had been 
ordered b}' the Emperor to the assistance of Toghan 
Khan, approached Lucknowty. When intelligence of 
this erent reached the Orissians, they were alarmed 
and retreated with their plunder to their own 
country 

When Timour Khan arrived at Lucknowty, being 
either irritated at the Hindoos having escaped with 
then plunder, or captivated by the appearance of 
the rich country through which he had passed, he 
affirmed that his commission from the Court super- 
seded Toghan Khan in the government, and demanded 
possession of the city of Lucknowty 'This claim was 
resisted by the Governor , and an appeal to arms 
was the result, from the dawn of day till the sun 
had nearly attained the meridian, the inhabitants of 
Bengal were amused by the view of two Mohammedan 

* The national vanity of Fenshtah has induced him to 
convert the attack of the humble Orissian^ into an invasion 
of Tartars, part of the immense host of Jenghiez Khan, who 
about that period were approaching India — See Htsiory oj 
HzndoQstati^ vol I ^ 179 
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armies opposed to each olhcf but, by the Intcrfcr 
encc of Menhajaddeen and other mutual friends of 
the Chiefs, the combatants were at length separated 
and each party returned to their respective campsf 
That of Toghan Khan being dose to the gate o 
the cit> most of his men went Into the town 
either to ihdr famlltes or to procure provisions, 


Ttmour KTinn leaving their Chief nearly alone. The 

"KhTn'fn It.I'J'oV" Timour hav4 iR brought him 

eiament of intetligence ot the situation of his 

Bttigai 

nval he immediately headed hii 
cavalry and rushed towards the tent of Toghan 
Khan 

The latter had bare!) time to vault on his horse, 
^ jj nnd to take rc^'uce within the cltv 

tvall« This event occurred on Satur 
day the 5lh of /) kad 647 

After this b> the Intervention of Menhijiddcen 
Oi irjaiiv and srmc other fricotls it was agreed that 
Toghan stiould be allowevi to take nua} with him 
all hli ireaiurc elepliant* and other pro|>eTt) and 
that Tim lur Khan stiould continue as Cov*cmof of 
Jk-ngat 

Ti>ghan wav favourably received ftl the Court of 
j, IJchl) and nas soon alter app-dnt 

e<l (fovernor of Oude In which situa 
ll nhcdi<l in the year 644 
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XniOUR KHAN RERAN 

Timour KiiaJc was a native of Kiprhak (north 
of the Caspian Sea,) and was purchased bv Sultan 
Altumsh foi 50,000 Rud. Being a youth of great 
comeliness and bravery, he wms speedily pionioted 
to- various offices of importance, and was at length 
entrusted with the government of Oude , whence, as 
has been before related, he proceeded to l^engal , 

A. D 124G which country he governed with 
great prudence for two years, and 
died at Gour in the }'ear 644, on the same night 
that his predecessor, Toghan Khan, died in the city 
of Oude His remains were, by his own desire 
carried to Oude, and were buried close to those of 
his rival 


SIEF ADDEEN YUGAN TUNT. 

Originally a Turkish slave, succeeded to the 
^ ^ government of Bengal and reigned 

’ wfth considerable reputation for seven, 

years. He died at GoUr, in the year 651, 


IKHTYAR ADDEEN TOGHRTL KH \V 
MULK YUZBEk 


H \ Ongm— Intn^ iiHo dnpMUion — Confinemnt — RiiieJ to 
the G vcrnment of Usngjl — Invades Onssiy wilhoot luccMS- 
Invades the Raja of \imurdun, nn<J obtains much plunder—' 
Aims at independence — Uosjcceisfal Expedition ngainst Oadc— 
Invades the Kaja of karnroop, and pjmuleri hii capital— Defeat 
ed ID hij retreat from Karnroop, and taken pnioner — Dies. 

Tins Chief was also one of the Tartar slates 
of the Emperor AUumsh and havintj been b) 
degrees promoted to on important command 
»n the nrm> joined the rebels who In the )car 

O34 deposed berose the son of his master nnd 
exalted the Sultina Riiia to the th rone bu^ 
three >cars aftersfards he turned his irms against 
the I nnee^s and became a favourite u iih the empetor 
lU ram bhah Mis intriguing dispositl )n houcter hatin 
rrtnl-rcd him xuipceted tuo months before the ingical 
death f ilut cinpcrur which occurred In the end of the 
heu^^ ciirj and confined but upon the ac 
ce III f Muiaoo 1 he obtained his release. Under the 

r'’! M t ih It cm ) r >r he ohnmorl fir t Ih- povcrnm''nt 
<f li-v-rlitid anJ xuh o-iiicntlj that of I almrc In 
till Hut un he cvin c-l a refr ici »r> xpint an I ms rr 
cill'-It I) hlj hat was ptrd jnc I at th-* InlercctsI 

f lin fnrf li Me vva snb r-jU'-niE inlrus c 1 v. ' h 

I rnn-niif C i in nige an 1 aft'*rn*ards witli ihtt «f 

OiJi vhn- r„ th- d I h of bicf AlJ-rn 



SLCT. in] 


MLIJC MnnXK. 


A D 1253 Tunt,(\. n. 651) he was transfeiied 
to Bengal. 

The first act of his government was the assembling 

Unsuccessful CV- rcvengc the disgrace 

edition ag.^)nsl the which the i\loliammcdan aims had 
Onssiaiib 

sustained, m the j ear 641, Jrom the 
Raja of Jagepore (Oiissa), as has been before related 
He accordingly invaded tlie dominions of that prince, 
and was \ictorious in two battles , but in the third was 
completely defeated, and lost all his elephants , among 
w’hich was a white one, esteemed a gieat curiosity. 

In the following year he invaded the territories of 
the Raja oi Aznmidan* and took the capital of that 
prince, with all his treasure and elephants. Aftei over- 
running that country for some months, he rerturned, 
loaded with plunder and captives, to Lucknowty 

The success of his late expedition, and tlie distrac- 
tedstate of the empire ofDehly, inflam- 

afmdependLT' Governor with the ambition 

of independence he accordingly assum- 
ed not only the red and black, but the white umbrella , 
and took upon himself the title of Mogies Addeen. 
Shortly after, he assembled a numerous army, and pro- 
ceeded to Oudh Here he was opposed by the Gover- 
nor of that district , and it being rumouied that the 
Emperor was marching in person against him, he made 
a speedy and disgraceful retreat to Bengal 


* Probably Silhet, m which there Ts Still a large town, tailed 
Azmurgimge 


Mulk Yuzbk aims 
at independence 
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This rebellion of Mulk Vozbek against his legiti 
mate Sc\ereign rendered him contemptible in the c)es 
of all mankind nor did his all actions go unrequited aa 
will subsequently appear 

In the beginning of the ) car 655 he assembled hfs 

, army and hanng crossed the Bagmirt 
Mulk Auabekm . t , r 

vade* Kimroop, t> river invaded the temtoqes of the 

V D 1336-7 Rajaof Kamroop.^ That Chief finding 
himself unable to oppose the M ihammedans retreated 
Into the moun alns , and hn capital vv3< taken pDssci 
aion of bv the inv*ad'rs who found |tben:in immense 
wealth, Mulk Vurbek ordered a mosque to be built 
and after the accostomar> pra>ers and thanksgiving 
fir the success of the M >ha nmed^n arms had 
he waiT>foclalmed b-overclgn of the United Kingdoms of 
Bengal and Kamroop 

During this time, the Kaja sent an ambassador to 
Mull\url>ck offering on cjn hti'jn of his retiring not 
onl) topiv him a Urge tnbutcof mone> andclephint< but 
all 1 to stamp the cuin in hi name. Th S'- offers were 
rej-cted by Mulk \ uzb k uiih disdain but he hail 
h jril> occavi Jn to rcfieni bn tc nerlt^ for the Ihn 
«1 having taken p im of the roid< cut ofT all 
thcvupplc uf gram anla«so>ias the rain> 

m cut the banks of ih- rivers an I ov*crn > vetl all 
1 tr c »untr> In tho <ii]**rn na tli** invaJers aticrnprl 
t» rctml a'croks th- msiintiuH hjl I Ht Ihcir r )4 1 
at 1 ufT tctl th- gfcatfit dn r \l length ili- Wm 
«< t p 5;. 
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doos, having completely surrounded them in a defife, 
galled them severely with fheir arrows. Mulk Yuzbek 
who rode'^ upon an elephant, being thereby rendered 
very conspicuous, was mortally woun- 

Defeated and 

mortally wounded, ded , after which the whole of the 
A. E) 1237 Mohammedan army yielded themselves 

prisoners to the enemy. Mulk Yuzbek was then carried 
before the Raja , and when introduced to that prince, 
he requested that his son, who had been with him in 
the battle, might be sought for, and, if alive, brought to 
him his request wasT complied with , and the youth 
having been found among the prisoner, was brought to 
his father, who embraced him, and immediatelly after 
yielded up his soul to his Maker This event occur- 
red in the year 656, t 


JELAL ADDEEN KHANY, 

As soon as theMeath of Mulk Yuzbek was known at 
the Court of the emperor Nasir Addeen Mohammed, 
the ministers of the empire, judging it a favourable op- 
portunity to recover their influence in 
^ Bengal, despatched (in the year 656) 

a Chief, named Jelal Addeen Khany, to take possession 
of that province, This officer was received by the sub- 
ordinate Chiefs wuth every mark of respect due to the 
Imperial authority, and permitted to assume the 
* 7 


leins 
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or go%*cmmerit wl hout any opposition^ Jelal Addecn, 
after settling the business In the neighbourhood of 
Lncknowty was induced to lead bis army fnrtl the cast 
ernpartof Bengal to reduce some of the Independent 
Rajas to obedience but whfle thus employed his 
government was inraded from a quarter whence he could 
least h&ve suspected It for Irsilan KJian the Imperial 
Go\‘cmorofKurrah having been intrusted with the com 
inmand of an arm) to subdue the Raja of CalHnger in 
Bundelcund luddenly turned his footsteps towards 
Bengal and after a siege of a few^days got possession of 
Cour In a subsequent engagement he killed Jelal Ad 
deen but in consequence of his sending the elephants, 
horses and other property of the murdered chief as a 
bribe to the Hagitious minister the Vixier of the con 
tempublc Court of Oehl> bis conduct uas overlooked 


IZA AL MLLk TAJ\DDFI N IRSILAN 
KMAN SUNJIR KIILARr/M\ 

Tills Chief was also one of the slaves of the I m 
jKrfor Altumash and was prumuie 1 h> iJe,;rc''< to the 
principil ofTicci of the Slate. Heat length in the > car 
JL I> mS. obtathed ihc ( overnmenl of Kirr 

rail with or Jen t > sul>luc thf ciun 
of (.illln^erand Malwa but/iiviii inaJc wvcril 
rnsreh''! m that direction lie u 1 1- il) mni I Idi r ute 
t ir-rd: B'*n,.4l Ih- Governor jf xi,Iii ij p ovmcc 
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absent on an ejcpedition to the eastward, he, after a 
siege of three days, obtained possession of the city of 
Lhcknowty, The Governor, Jelal Addeen, returning 
soon afterwards, an engagement took * place, in the 
month of Jummad 657, between the two chiefs The 
latter was slam in the contest ; and the plunder of his 
property having been remitted to Dehly, procured the 
confirmation of the usurper. He continued to rule 


A. D 1260, 


Bengal for two years, and died at 
Lucknowty in the year 659. 


MOHAMMED TATAR KHAN. 

This Chieftain was celebrated for his generosity, 
bravery, and virtue , and so great a favourite with the 
array, that on the death of his father, the late Gover- 
nor, in 659, he took ^vnot possession of his ofhce ; and 
the attention of the Emperor Nasir Addeen being at 
that time much occupied in debading his northern 
frontier against the Moghuls, it was thought unadvisable 
^ to depose him. JBut when, m the year 
Tatar Khan sends 664, the reins of supreme authority 
' rich presents to ]iad fallen into the able hands of Balm, 
Delhy. , Governor of Bengal drew his neck 

within the circle of obedience, and despatched to Dehly 
a rich tribute, consisting of sixty-three elephants, great 
quantities of silks, muslins, &a, and a large sum m' 
specie. 
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Ai this event occurred m the first j ear of BaUns 
reign the Emperor considered it an auspicious omen 
and ordered the cavalcade to be introduced into the 
capital with great pomp. The agents were rci-eived in 
public court in and were distingxiished b) dresses of 
honour and a few daxs after rcce \cd from the hands 
of the Fmperor a comtnUsio I confirming Talar Khan 
• >1 govcniment to which w*ere added sei era! presents 
as *1 proof of the ro>a! favTjur This conduct had 
such an effeci on the mmd of latar Khan that he 
continued thcncelorw'ard a faithful va« 

^ sal of the Court of Dchl} and died 
at Lucknow tj in the )car 676 


SLITAN MOnrS ADDEEN TOGITRIL. 

I roT<re<l i> ih- (rf* e nment of Penpat Enforces iribut" 
from the n ^.hbour ol, laps IruruJc^ jipcoajur — Aim* rr 
toJ f>c dente and ji»Ovl»rin himvif Kmp of | 1 < Ubl tn 

$ufmi c t 1 fT f or the Hoy.rl armv— The I n perm 
t Ves it*? I c(d 0 person ai I To hrit ici rr> lovardi j cn- 
— lurv Ctl W ibc Ffnp«^o%« 4 n It t,4f0| « rpion. 

To hf 1 »I wh I erri i r |ic M A'lhffcn i 3’’ * 

h til r» pot lo drajh 1 rr > m|>«rnr be t iwi tbc porrrnmcct oo 
4 r ^d I il c ) ntr e i rf h jrro »onv 
T n I Kit wjs originallv a 1 xrl^r tlave nnd lu J in'* 
jj j p gcwKi inrtiinr to b" jm cli c I In the 
! r Italtn with whom he le* 

fin- t gftst a fii « ritr thxi nn ih- [‘nrrrrmrnt of 
al '-c ant he uas intru^te 1 uitli thi 
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impoitant command Being a person of a courageous 
and active disposition, he turned his arms against the 
Rajas whose territories adjoined to the north-east of 
Bengal, and compelled them to pay him tribute 


In the year 678, he assembled a very numerous 
army, and invaded the country of 
^^2^79^’ JagenagLir (Tippera) After having 
defeated the Raja in a general eil- 
^agements, he plundered the inhabitants, and brought 
away with him immense wealth and one hundred ele- 
phants At this period the Kmpeior Balm was confin- 
ed to his bed by sickness , and his two sons were 
employed in defending the northern boundaries 


Toghnl rebels 
agamst the 
Eoiperof 


of the kingdom against the Moghuls.^ 
Toghiil, fired by ambition, and destitute 
of every principle of gratitude, deemed 
this a fovourable opportunity to render himself in- 
dependent , and having caused it to be reported that 
the Emperor was dead, he assumed the red umbre.na 
and other insignia of royalty, and proclaimed him- 
self King of Bengal, under the title ol Sultan Mogies 
Ad deem 

When this intelligence reached the Court ofDehly, fhe 
'Togbril twice Emperor was much alarmed, and 
though far from being well, he ap- 
peared in public, and caused it to be 
notified througfhout all his dominions '^that he was 

O 


over-comes the 
Royal Aa-my 


* These were the troops of Zmgis or Jeaghiez Khan, 
who at the period male several incursioas into Hmdoostan, 
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perfectly recovered from bis indisposition. He also 
T\ rote a letter to Toghni upbraiding hfra with hli fn 
^ratltade, and conjunng him to return to his allegiance 
but this letter not produang any effect on the ralnd of 
the traitor the Emperor appointed Mulk Abcktcglen 
n hose title was Amecn Khan to the government of 
Eengal and placed under his command a numerous 
army ordering him to proceed and expel the rebel 
Abcktcglen marched from Oude crossed tl e river 
Gogra, and continued bis march towards Bengal He 
was met on the frontier by Toghril who having pren 
oust) corrupted some of the Tartar Chiefs In thero^al 
armj engaged the remainder and obtained an easy 
TictOf) 

On recelung Intelligence of this event the Empc 
ror %cas enraged and ordered Abektegien to be hanged 
at the gate of Oude the scat of his late go\xmmcnt 
•He at the same time despatched another arm) under 
the commarxl of Tufmull> n Turkish ofRcer with 
orders to extirpate the rebels. But this General t/as 
not more successful than hli predecessor he was totallv 
footed and lost all his baggage and the public treasure. 

\\ hen the news of this second defeat reached (he 
I mp*for h^ wns overwhelmed with 
afiljction but recovering his former 
cnerg} he resolved tt proceed In 
p<-ri n against the rebel he thrnrfxc 
gate oftl'TS to ass-tnUir a nunvrous arm) and havm 
erJIteies! an Immrns- g^t nfbo^is In the livers Jumn* 
at J Gsngr* hejrocee-cd nrl) In the rain> scisan 


Tfc Krr’^ret 
lale iff fi Id in 
pfTi*^ »r ®si 

Tr^hiil 
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accompanied by his younger son, BagoraKhan, towar<3s 
Bengal. 

Although Toghnl would have boldly defied an army 
commanded by any of the nobles, he durst not openly 
contend with his former master and sovereign he there- 
fore collected all his wealth and elephants, and proceed- 
ed with a chosen detachment towards Jagenagur, re- 
solving to remain there till the Emperor should return 
to Dehly. 

On the arrival of the Emperor at Gour^ he* appoint- 
ed Hissam Addeen governor of Bengal , and having 
halted there a few days, to make the requisite arrange- 
ments, he then proceeded, in pursuit of the rebel towards 
Jagenagur 

When the Imperial army arrived at Sunergong,* 

* In Dow’s History, Vol i p 202, Jagenagur js said to have 
been a town m Orissa, near Cuttack ; but this passage proves 
It to have been situated on the eastern side of the Burhampooter 
The Jagenagur mentioned bv Ferishtah should have been wTjtten 
Jagepore, still a town of some consequence m Cuttuck. See Page 
6S 

Sunergong is thus described m Rennell’s Memoir of the Map 
of Hindoostan — 

Sunergong or Snnnergaum, was a large city, and the pro- 
vincial capital of the eastern division of Bengal, before 
Dacca was built , but it is dwlnled to a village it is 
situated on one of the branches of the Burhampooter, about 
thirteen miles south-east from Dacca, and was famous for a 
manufacture of fjne cotton cloths 

That Dacca is a modern city, is evinced by its not being 
noticed, at least under that name, m the ^yeen Akbiry See 
Sircar Sunergong, Vol 11 p, 288 
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Dhmuj Ral the Chief of that district, paid hu comph 
ments to the Emperor and hamig taken the test of 
allegicno- undertook to guard the passage of the n\cr 
against the rebel should he endeavour to make his 
escape that 

The Emperor continued his march with great ex 
pedition but fir manj daj s could obtain no inf 'rmatlou 
respecting ToghnI He therefore ordered a detach 
ment of 7000 horse under the command of Mulk Hank 
to pro '*ed a d s march tn advance of the arm) and 
to scour the countr) for Intelligence 

After a hp c of several dav s a plcquet consisting 
of lortv hor e, belonging to the adv anced guard com 
manded b\ M jhammed J>hir fell in with sime grain 
merchants nhosccmpi) rack evinced that the\ had 
latcl) dispo ed of their property Of these Mohammc<l 
inquired If the) had seen or heard ought of the rebel 
arm) Thev first preten led tgn >iancc but MoUam 
med hivi „ ordered on* of them to be b^hcad-d the 
others fell on Ihcir kners and acknow icd^ed l!ic> had 
on that m irnn g disposed of their grain In the rcl>cl 
camp wliich onl> a few miles in front of th m 

'lohammcd immctiiatcl> rlc-vpalchcd the inerclunl^ 
under anocort to the officer c immanding the advanced 
guard and proceeded with Ins f rt> troopers till he came 
within <i^ht of the cimp and c >u!<I plalnlj <lmlii'’UMh 
^ ^ ^ the tents of To linl ant) that the rcb^U 

r vri ^ were sn camp’ctcl> off their | uaid 

1 1 have turned th'-ir horte' h'o <* Int * 
tlcfprnfr I '■c Jibin'* filed ttltli lti»* anibltl >n of citin'* 
th rc’-’Mnrai If ummed ur,**- J Ids ^nall jurt) to 
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<^iLTVN MinrrN toc.hril 




make the attempt , Ihcv advanced in (nil ^pccd, and 
vvcrc permitted bv the un^^ncpicious enemv to enter 
the Crttnp On their anual at the tent of ro^hril, they 
d»e\v their ‘;\\oids, aid, cr\ mg out "V'lctort’ to llie 
Emperor* Balm rushed fonvaid to the lent of audience 
and pul a number of the pcisons thciem to death 


Toghiil, on hearing the alarm, supposing lie was 

surprised by the uliole of the royal arm\ , Hcd in the 

greatest oerturbation. He vaulted oifa horse without 

a sadriic, and galloped towards the ri\cr , hut was pet- 

cened and purued Iiv Mallcck, the brother of Mohani- 

Tr>ghrt shin tncd, uho shot him with an arrow, as 

whil" erdevvour- Jus horse was swimming the river 
Jn ^ to cscfipc 

Toghril immediately fell , and Mnlleck, 
plunging into the stream, dragged him to the shore, and 
cut off ins head. 


The rov'al party having in the mean lime put to 
dt-ath a number of Toghril’s principal officers, an uni- 
v'ersal panic seized the rebels, and they fled on all sides 
The advanced guard soon after came up, and secured, 
the encampment 

An express was immediatelly sent off to the Emperor 
with an account of of the victory, which was corroborated 
by the head of the rebel Chief On the following day 
the Emperor, with the whole of the Imperial army, ar- 
rived and took possession of all the w'ealth and elephants 
The Emperor, after glutting his av'^arice with the spoils 
of the conquered, returned towards Gour, and on his ar- 
rival m that city, ordered a number of the adherents 
and relations of Toghril, including their wives and chil- 
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dren to be put to a cruel death. This was the first 
time that any of the Emperors of India had Inflicted 
punishment on the uomen and children of rebels. 

The Emperor some time after bestowed on his 
NoiirAddeen joungerson the kingdom of Bengal 
crowned Kipg of \nth the title of Sultan Naslr Addecn 
Beotnd 

(Defenderof the Tallh) • and confer 
red on him all the insignia of ro>alt) he also ad 
monished him nffv’er to contend with the Emptror of 
Dehly but whether that throne should be occupied b> 
a brother a relation or a stranger to be ahrays subser 
\nent to him and to av*old opposition by retiring to a 
distant part of the coQntr> If the Imperial standards 
should e\Tr advance ton*ards Bengal Having added 
somesalutar> rules for Ids conduct and 

D . j. . . t i. 

the government of his subjects re 
turned towards Dchl> In the >car 68i 


SLLTAN NASIRADDLFN BAGORA KHAN 

Ariendv hii Fsther'i commands at Dehly— Peiomi lo hli gov 
rm mm I of Pc gal «nd lotev tb*» sacceviion In lh« ihrons nl 
tVhlr — Mu Khreknba 1, niadp Fmperor— Nttir AHdcfn dn 
pleated with h Sm» » sdroio «iralion procredi *»lh ■i'tT 
lm»arrtt MTcrtionat* mctiieg with hii Son on the IIj ” 

of O-a^c- Te m» of 1 ra « agimd on- The Empemr aivavvloiifd 
•n-m »/tef h 1 irrcfn In prMjr— Sa» r Addeen lev n iho 
rramert rf Ilmgal |i<ha lor f han •ppninled In M» itrid- 
u f fon lo t d tp.<a»e» Ih** Co'iri of Drhly — Sai r Addf<n 
fr f ro (be gorerommi of laj knnwijr— 0 r\. 

In f>i * ttttl -*7 cf ft •it jfjn l« calSrd t era, Iml ^7 
Wa Kf It t ra-i*- t wi t cn llig^a 
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f This prince g^overned Bengfal for several 5^ears 
with much reputation ; but his elder brother, Moham- 

. _ med, having- been killed in a- battle 

A D 1286 

with the Moghuls in the vicinity of 
Moultan, the Emperor ordered him, in the year 685, to 
proceed to Dehlv, and, on his arrival there, thus addressed 
him — "The sudden death of thy elder brother has bent 
down my aged head with sorrow to the grave , and al- 
though he has left a son who is doubtless the legitimate 
X|eir to the throne, the youth is of too tender an age to 
wield with effect the weighty sceptre of HindoOstan it 
must therefore be placed in more able hands. You are 
my only prop and support Bear for the short period, 
for which I am destined to remain in this world, the 
yoke of dependence. Send a deputy to govern Bengal 
and remain near my throng ready to step into it as 
soon as Fate shall call me hence ” — The prince promis- 
ed implicit obedience to the will of his aged parent , 
but several months having elapsed and the Emperor 
improving in his health, Nasir Addeen resolved to re- 
turn to Bengal, and leave the Empire of Dehly for 
those of whom it might be destined by providence. 

Having taken this resolution, he requested permis- 
sion of his father to make a short excursion, for the 
purpose of hunting , and under this pretence quitted 
Dehly and proceeded directly to Gonr. 

This step gave great ofTence to the Fmperor ; 
who thereon sent for Ky Khusero, the son of the prince 
Mohair med, ar.dideclared him the heir of liis kirgdcms^ 
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^oon after nhtch event he departed 
A D 13 6. ^^|QJcd^6S3 

and in the cii,hlicth > car of his age. 

■\otfl.tlh^tandtng the Icglltmalc claim of Kv Khu 
^ro tA tlie kingd >m which wras further sanctioned b\ 
tlie will of the dcccawl Emperor the 
Naw'^V^flern n iblcs raised kickobad to thc throne 
created Lenpeojr prince f f eighteen \ cars of age son 


of N^sir \rldeen tlw kin-» f B-ngal This oiith soon 
fell into all the alloremcnts of pleasure and devoted 
his whole time to amusement relinquishing to his ml 
nister Nirim \ IJccu the vernment of Ids doinl 
nun 


Sasir Adileen w is v\r|1 p’cased with the elevation 
of his son to the thr »ne Jmt v hen Inf nmctl of Ins on 
V irthv cm luc ii-wr tc to h m tvctrlv rcprclicnding 
Ins l)chvvl)ur iil i Ui ini^ him to <1 scard the uri 
wc\rih\ mn V ter I m iii»v h >we\-er that his atlvdce \**as of 
n av 111 hr j^ivc irdcrs f rn c idrlmg an arm) rcsolv 
in pT n t > l)-hlv ail to cffrcl a revolu 
ti n The s n aW > rh pica cd with the atlinonhion 
of his father and p >a fctl b) the anfmonij of the 
m ni icr advanced at the head of a 

A. D ijli 

grei! f rcc t mards Ilengal In ihr 
) rit ( ih- two atm es approached w ithln a few mllra 
rf rach > h-rs the camp of llic father bring on the 
laris rf il r ru^r birve and that of the son tm the 
1-3 iLi fihri ''ra bi lint the divlnct of btrear Saron 
1 vri u ' r h 1 c jf 
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Nasir Addeen, finding it imposible to reduce his son 
by force, made overtures of reconcilia- 
tion to him but the prince, at the 
instigation of his minister, rejected 


Interview of Nair 
Aodeen with his 
son 


them with disdain. Three days were passed in this 
manner, when, on the fourth day Nasir Addeen wrote 
with his own hand the following letter — ‘''My beloved 
son, my desire of seeing you exceeds all bounds , nor 
can I endure to be longer separated from you -The 
patriarch Jacob did not more anxiously wish to embrace 
his son Joseph before his death, than I do you Grant 
me this request, and I swear never again todistrub your 
reign, or to oppose your will” — When Kiekobad read 
his father’s latter, ^he was deeply affected, and wished 
immediately to go, unattended, to visit him ,but the art- 
ful minister restrained the ardour of the prince’s affe"- 
tion, by representing that it would be derogating from 
the dignity of the Emperor of Hindoostan to pay the 

first visit to an inferior prince, although that person was 
his father. 

It was at length settled, that a suite of the Imperial 
tents should be pitched in the J^lain of Oude, betueen 
the two armies ,- and that the king of Bengal should there 
pay his respects to the Emperor seated on his throne. 
This arrangement being made, and the astrologers hav- 
ing determined on an auspicious hour, the son first 
proceeded to the tents, in great state, surrounded by his 
guards after which the father crossed the river Sirve, 
and, when he came in sight of the throne, made his first 
obeisance , as he approached nearer, he made a second 
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obeisance and when he arrived at the foot of the 
throne, was about to make the third when the pnnee 
being much afTrcted b) the hamllit) of his father burst 
into tears, and rushing into his arm^ continued to cm 
brace him for a considerable time. After this a/Tecting 
scene the father attempted to hand his son to the throne 
but the latter refused and compelled his father to sit 
thereon, taking his place In a respectful manner below 
him. This meeting gave great satisfaction to all the 
well>disposed subjects and for several da}S great re 
joicingi and illuminations uxrc displ‘\>cd and alternate 
visits passed between the monarchs and the oHiccrs 
of both armies.* 

The terms of peace were easil> agreed on. Nndr 
Addeen was permitted to retain Hengal and all Its de 
V D SS, pcndenCTCs as a distinct kingdom on 
condition of not interfering with the 
government of Dehl) These events occurred in the 
j cvr , 

I rcvioui to scpvrating Nasir Ad Iccn cave his son 
some salutar) advice for the government of Ids doml 
nions and concluded b> privately admonishing him 
to beware of hii insi Imus minister and to get rid of him 
th** first favoursWe opportuoit) llavnng then affeciion 
atcl> embraced him th<*^ took leave of each other anil 
rclurncJ tJwardi their reii»cctivc capitals, 

Naur \ddccn was r«uch aflcct»*v' on this occasion 

T> t B irox* |a» f ‘<•1. a » 

fit A insJt M tm ! lu t M 

t// \(njT K> *irc^ cf IV / 
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and told his friends, on returning to his own camp, 
that he feared he had on that day parted with his son 
and the empire of Hindoostan for ever. 
His fears were soon after realized , for 
nated, A D 1289 jj^ qJ- j.|^g following year, viz. 


The Errperor 
Kieknbatl assassi 


688 Kiekobad was assassinated, and the throne of Dehly 
usurped by Feroze, a chief of the tribe of Khuhjy. 


Sultan Nasir Addeen was permitted to retain the 
kingdom of Bengal, during the whole of the reign of 
Feroze, and the earlier part of that of the Emperor 
Alla, without molestation , buf when that able, though 
cruel monarch had attained the height of his power, 
Nasir Addeen, dreading his displeasure, 
T^tgns^ife Ting- voluntarily laid aside his umbrella and 
dom of Bengal other insignia of royalty, and profes- 


'' sing himself a subject of the Court of Dehly, was per- 
mitted to retain m fief the district of Lucknowty (Gour), 
and the squth-west part of Bengal 

A D. 1299 Xhis event occurred about the year 699 

* 

The Emperor at the same time appointed a Chief, 
named Behadur Khan, to^the government of the eastern 
districts of Bengal , hoping, by thus dividing that pro- 
vince into two governments, to render it more subser- 
vient to the Court of Dehly than it had hitherto 
proved The capital of the new governmnnt was fixed 
at Sunergong.^t 

Behadur Khan retained his situation with humility 


1 ^ 


« See Note to p 8i 
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during the remafnder of the reign of Alla, but is said 
afterwards to have ruled with great tj rann\ 

When, in the ) ear 717 the dissolute prince Mubarick 
^ Shah Succeeded to the throne of Dehl> 

Behadur despising the weakness of 
the Imperial councils arrogated to hims-lf indepen 
dcnce ntsuming the white umbrella and ordering the 
coin to be stampt mth his own name changing the title 
of Behadur Khan to Behadur Shah. 


appoin*^! 
kcr or i/f I k 


In the j car 724 the Empc or Tughlik jealous of the 
assumed rank an 1 wearleu b\ com 
’ plaints of the opt rcssions and t> rann\ 

of llclu lur shah marched from Dehl> with a numcr 
ou arms and on his arrival at Ttrh >ot was met b> 
Na ir \ddecn the ileji-jserl king of Bengal who having, 
pre ented the h mperor with many valuable jewels was 
recci ed with great favour was per 
muted to US'- the in ignia of ro>all\ 
a"<l re appointed to his govcrnmcnlrf 
lu knowajonc n hltnn fh Idmg ilmficf frornth»'Couft 
fU hi) This a| rcem-nt he faltlifullv 
^ c Jinj iM with anti dic<Mn the > car 7 

h-ir'» foTtv thrr^ 1 lar > ars frjtn his fir I accr on to 
tl - thfon-r { it iigal >\cr nlitch c mntrv h^ maj I sriil 
ta have I'^ti It'" nr f ufarf> c >aiOfufe f ^fo'i nir / 
an tnnnif fi 1 a m f/r^n cr riwd as su h I v hi* fatii" 

Ih- 1 m ft Hal n 1 cr \ ffT-l in th | » nii 
I hi rn 1 7 hti 1 ih- j All » ’ I cd 

1 t; r r 1 li' 



KUDDER KHAN, 


91 


SECT. HI] 

Behadur Shah, finding himself unable to oppos 6 
■the Imperial arms, submitted to the clemency of the 
Emperor , and Was pardoned, on condition of giving up 
the public treasure and elephants, and attending the 
Imperial stirrup to Dehly. 

The Emperor then appointed Tatar, with the title 
of Bhirara Khan, to the government of Sunergong , and 
having subdued Tirhoot, formed it into a distinct 
government, to which he appointed Ahmed Khan, and 
then returned to Dehly, 


KUDDER KHAN, 


WheH intelligence of the death of Nasi’r Addeen 
had reached Dehly, the Emperor 
* 132S' Mohammed Shah, who had just then 
succeeded to the throne, appointed Kudder Khan to 
the government of Lucknowty, and confirmed Bhiram 
Khan in the government of Sunergong, These two 
persons are said to have ruled their respective territories, 
for fourteen years, with much equity and propriety. 

In the year 739, Bhiram Khan died at Sunergong, 

at a period when Mohammed Shah. 

A D. 1338 , , ’ 

having conque’-ed great part of ihe 

Dehkan, was busily occupied in transferrins' his capital 

from Dehly to Dowletabad. * This oc^c^^ion presented 

a^favouiable oppoitunity to Fakhe''-‘‘^ddeen, tbeaimour- 

^^’s^History oi A D 1358 

» 8 
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bearer of Bhiram Klian not only to assume tlic go\crn 
ment of Sunergong without permission but also to 
declare himself an independent monarch assuming the 
title of Sultan Sekundcr 

\\ hen intelligence of thiscicnt was earned to Court, 
the Lmperor ordered Jvudder Khan the go\*emor of 
I ucknowtj and the neighbouring Chiefs to unite their 
armies and expel the rebel In obedience to the 
Imperial commands Kudder Khan marched from 
1 ucknout) and in a gtticral engagement defeated 
I akher AdJccti uho fled and concealed himself in 
the forests. 1 he Governor took possession of Suncr 
gong and after some tirat had elapsed and the raln> 
season had set In he Alloncd the subordinate 
Clnefs to return to their homes and dispersed the 
greater number of his oun troops to collect the re 
yenuo. It haiipened that there was at tills period a 
large um of m< ncy in the treasur) which the Go\cmor 
was ptciMfiiig to forward to Uchlv I akhcr Addrcn 
lia\irp I tun td intelligence of this circumstance sent 
|if< i ilic |K>rt» n of the army remaining with tlic 

O yen f that il they itrpuhl i ill ihejr master and join 
him he uouhl di rrdiutc the wIkIc of the trea uic 
amen t llicm Uj cinis irirs were siicccs ful if'C 
tfiK p y n ntrtl to tic terms they inuriletcd the 
t nveri' r ai d ih n pr crtdcd to ji in the reb^l wl > 
imnvt \ t' nly TnectI to Suricrgi iig ami havlnflatcn 
jsn>cJ n y I *’ir irra urf di rtbulc 1 ii according t 
' *• prcim e T Mi cicnt «cufrrd 
citl''f *lic er 1 if tl " year p ‘r 


A ^ 
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Of ti\ Ihij' i.'iin.t Kn oj 


FXKIIKU \0D1 i:\ Sl'LFXN SV.KbSDhR 

1 N ha\mg, as uc have stated in the 

preceding chaptei, succeeded in regaining his authont) , 
caused himself to be proclaimed So\ereign of Bengal , 
and ordered the com to be stamped, and all public 
papers to be issued, in his name 

The throne of Dehly being' at that period (a 1 1 741) 

possessed by the weak Mohammed III 

^ D 1340 41 „ , 1 t 

no ctiort was made to reduce the 

prov.ence to tlie Imperial authority , and as tlie power 

of the empire continued to duclme, Bengal remained 

lor many } ears afterwards an independent and distinct 

kingdom , on which account historians have considered 

Fakher Addeen as the first Mohammedan king of 

Bengal ' 

The new Sultan fixed his residence at Sunergong , 

and sent an army, under the command oF' his sla\e, 

Mukhhss Khan, to take possession of Lucknowty and 

the dependent districts but m this expectation he was 

foiled , for Aly Mubanck, one of the officers of the 

deceased Governor, having collected some troops, 

opposed the invaders, and killed their leader. On this 
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tfk-ent AI> Mubarick sent a pctilfon to the Emperor 
stating his success against the rebel and soliciting that 
he might be confirmed In the government but 
without waiting for the sanction of the Emperor 
^ Q j he took the title of Ala Addcen, 

and advancing against FakherAddcen 
in the jcar74j took him prisoner and caused him 
to be put to death The reign of Fakher Adcieen 
if such It maj be termed was odI> two jears and hve 
months. 

AI) Rfobanck was assassinated at the expiration 
of a ) car and five months, b> bis foster brother 
Iljas Khaje or Haj) Ellas who took possession of 
the kingdom 


1 L\AS KHAJE SULTAN SHUMS AUDEEN 
BHENGARA 

Ilraj ■fjofr« the pfTrrnment of Pfu^aJ JrtradcJ ibe doml 
noricfibr Raja c( Off rdt ibe Eiupcrpr Fnow 

• bo inradcj and nk<» ihe oiy of Puj>dai—Ti e Emp^of 

ard on »*cce»»f Hr b<» reel Ifyni in the f<>Tl of Afcd'Ua— 
lh*i obmred acff » to ibe Camp the Emperor in the d 
rf a r»kirf- M*lr< F acr with ih tmprror who aftei»ifdi 
*rlrc*Ifd^,f tbe irdcprcderct M D*njra’ 

Aftii the as a ^inaiton of Ah Mubarick his murder 
fr a Jcr-ed the reins of government under the lohv 
tide of Shums Addrto ard hclrg of a mild and 
f crcrcc« dl pciitirn he roon rcriderctl himself p^pufar 
hrtli with tie aimj and hn stl Ject*, who in his 
rtbcrpm^I n al iie« krrti} f rgc the roede b) nhich 
1 c a 1 rd<d il e tlrtre ♦ 
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As <50011 as Ilvas found himself peifectly establish- 
ed in his authority, he invaded the dominions of 
the Raja of Jagenagur (Tippera), and compelled 
that prmce to pay a great sum of money, and to 
give him a number of \aluable elephants, with which 
he returned m triumph to his capital. 

For ten years Ilyas Khaje ruled Bengal with 
absolute authority, and without any molestation from 
A D I 5 '' Court of Dehly , but in the end 

of the}'ear754, the Emperor Ferose, 
taking offence at his having made encroachments 
on the province of Benaras, invaded Bengal with a 
•numerous army. 

Ilyas, not finding himself able to oppose the 
Emperor in the field, placed his troops in different 
garrisons, and took post himself in the fort of Akdala 
leaving his son to defend the city of Pundua (near 
Maldah), which lor some time past he had made 
his capita'. 

The Emperor advanced to a place no'v called 
Feroseporeabad, where ne pitched his camp, and 
commenced the operations of the siege of Pundua 

The son ot Ilj^as, led away by the ardour of 

^ youth, ventured to march out of the 

The Emperor 

Ferose takes the City, and to engage the royal army , 
city of Pundua but Tie soon paid the forfeit of his 


Akdala is placed by Major Renell, In his Bengal Atlas, at 
a short •'distance to the north of Dacca it is not to be found m 
the common maps, nor have 1 met with any account of jt 



9^» instore OF DnscAi. fsccr i\ 

tcmentx his troops were defeated and himself made 
prisoner after which the city surrendered 

I rom Pundua the Emperor proceeded to Akdala 
AMifnesttthc Jnxested that fortress but the 

*^\U*'*'*^ place betnp \cr> stronp the Emperor 
after besieging it for tuent) tuo 
da\ found u requisite to change his ground of 
iTcampmcnt for this pur|)ose he proceedet! nith a 
detachment to reconnoitre a spot on the banks of 
the n\cr fl\a< seeing this mo\eme-t concluded 
the fo)aI arm> were retreating and sallied from the 
f It nifh all his gamson hot bang vngoroush opposed 
ua after some hours obliged to retreat with the 

I 's of f )rt\ four elcphinls which he had brought 
fr m fagenapur hti umbrella and o her insignia of 
r \ alls 

it IS rel ited that during the siege of Akdali t 

II n 1 celcbraial baint named Kaji lb abany 

cf ii whi re ulcd iii that \i initv and to 

lfT|f »( tnp ^ 1 , 0 ^ lhas ssas inuchdcvotnl ilied 
M\4 y liMig tj pas the la^t rlulics to so rmercil 
a I ara trr tlfc fd him »-h a^ a Fakicr »nd liasini 
r rnr iji rf the fort attend'^ the funeral afirr rrhi li 
If I ic itito thr camp of ilic 1 mpfrur to whom he 
If c hi’i ob^i ance but nit brmj, kimnn ua< 

I »r«I to dc; 4ft and rrtuen^ in sjfcl) to hn 

lain II U hen th- circum lance was rr'a rd Ij 
1 i» Ma hf wji srf\ much srsrd Ih ugh I 

! r It I cip adinirirg the Uildi r 's of li» 

1 CMlf) * 
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I iic '•icEte hern piolrnctcfl to a 1( !i”lh 

aivi the r.utu vtasoji nhith m H iv'a! sets tit unit 
cjti-ai \ ioIci.ee an<l imutriatcs the phains, drauinc; 
5. ear, the l.mueror found it n qtiisiic to make I’cacc 
iic Iheielorc, upon a prnnti‘-c fiom II v i'- of an 
annual tribute, and ‘^oinc triMino prcsetit-., released 
'he pti-'OjKi-. taken at Punriti.i, aiul r(turnt.d to Dehl. 
In the \ ear 7^5* I It as senu amhas‘'ador‘ , with \er\ 

, , t aluabic prc-uit.., to the rmiHior, h\ 

t n tts-t. 1 , 

V. horn ltie\ Were most pi.iriou.'ii re- 

eeiteil, and afterviaicib c!tsttti'-''cd v ith as^in utce^- of 
friend ihip 


I" /S/j I’tas, bein^ sliil su^pjcious of the rmpcroi's 

,, , intemlion*', sent other ambassadors to 

1 hf 1 niporor .ac- , 

la o sle .• the l->ehlt , w tto, after some it' ooeialto i, con 

’^”tlei)( rideiiec of eluded a Permanent tre it\' of peace, 

by v'hicl) tiic mdepemdence of Iknowi 
uas fnrmallc aci'nou'lcclge, and llic respeclue limits of 
each kmydom defined. 

In the ^car 759, the kmct of Bengal sent a number 
of elephants, and other valuable {>ic- 
A D 1357 sents, by his ambassador Tajaddeen, to 


the Emperor, wlio received the embassy m the most 
gracious manner , and, in return, ordered Sief Addeen, a 
nobleman of distinction, to proceed, as his ambassador, 
to the Court of Bengal , and to take with him ui-a nu 
ber of chome Arabian and Tartar horses for the king 
The Imperial ambassador proceeded as far as Behar, 
where he received the melancholy intelligence of the 
death of the king of Bengal , he therefore iwanited 
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that cit} for farther Instructnn and in conjeqaence 
of orders received from hl5 Court he divided the horici 
amongst the Chiefs of B har, and returned to his 
master 

II>a5Khaje under the title of Shums Addeen ruled 
Bengal for sixteen >ears and five 
^ monihi and died in the >car /So 

Amongst a people wbocould overlook the step b> which 
he mjanted the throne, he was much respected and be 
loved During his reign the capital of Bengal was trans 
ferred from Gour to Pundua and as he is said to have 
founded the cii) of Ilajjpore uhich has since given 
its name to a considerable district, it Is probable that 
previjuito Of during his reii,n the boundaries of Ben 
gal were extended to the banks of the nver Gunduk 
incljamt all North Bch r 


SLLTAN SEkUNDER SHAH 

Shib raised ts the ih*tnc — The Klrpdnn ■train in 
' » I b ihe h rnperor F<ro‘e who beiiepes iht Fort of WHaU— 
T» rmp-rof coaienti lot p<ace aed reti/es-Selrofider boirds 
a u-xT j M »qj at 1‘utidua— HI* ion ChTit Addeea eicl f» the 
a* *.ir of t * 1 ep rr~hef »odtnja'’ei io opeo lebellian— 
♦ ko dcf tEotUlijf »ovn td. 

Tn IE da>sif(^^rthe dcjtliof n>as Khajc the 
r*rT SSih ^bicf< placed on the throrc (ii» 
r net ica ddeit son S kunjer Shah *hocnm 
^ ^ ’ rercfd Us leign tv a << net admirli 
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tration of jUbtice, and minute attentioa to the welfare 
of bis subjects 

As soon as the days of mourning were accomplished, 
the king prepared a splendid embassy, with va'uable 
presents, to be sent to the Court of Dehly But when 
the Emperor Ferose heard of the death of Ilyas 
Khaje, he judged it a favourable opportunity to recover 
the Imperial authority over Bengal . he therefore, early 

in the year 761, advance , with hostile 

A. D 1359 , 

intentions towards that province , 

and having proceeded as far as Zufferabad, cantoned 

his army in that place till the expiration of the rainy 

seasoij In the mean time, he sent an ambassador to 

Sekunder Shah, with offers of peace, provided he 

would acknowledge himself the vassal of the Empire 

To these humiliating terms the king would not agree , 

but sent five elephants, and some costly presents, as a 

peace-offering, 

As soon as the rains had subsided, the Emperor ad- 
vanced with his army as far as Pundua , 
r^e^a^^in^^msac- Sekunder, following the prudent 

cessfdlly invests example of his father, took refuge in 
Akdala , 

the strong fortress of Akdala The 

Imperial army in a short tiifie surrounded Akdala , but 

after a seige of some weeks, the Emperor, finding there 

was no probability of taking the place, consented to 

accept a present of forty-eight elephants 'and a large 

sum of money, and, on the promise of a future annual 

tribute, to withdraw from Bengal 

From that penod, til) nearly the close of his life, 
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‘^fUnHcrcrecua Shah enjo} cd a happ> and 

^operb ^!o3que at Undisturbed reign and not being a 
A.”d r 6r ^ warlike disposition he cullivntcd 

the arts of peace. In the) ear 763 he 
commenced a snperb mosque in the %'Iclnlt) of I’nndua 
and judging from the \estiges which arc still remaining 
>l must ha\e cost an immense sum of monc) and much 
labour and time 


Sekunder Shah married two wu’cs. B\ the first he 
rh>a \firf <e\*cntccn children and b\ tlie se 

s^ofsek nd r cond onK one son This south who 

''“"'"I < I'' ” Xddeen pos<e< cd n 

most amiiblc disposition and surpas 
c<l all hii brethren m learning and accomplishments 
f n this account ihc first wife beheld him with the eje of 
env) and did evrrs tilin'* in her power to injure him in 
th- nficejinii of his fatfier One da\ whilwl alone with 
the king shr sanJ m a mclanclioK but respectful tone 
that she ha<I omethm^ t »communicat'‘ to his Maj si) 
hut as she was s#*n il»I- it wouhl gi\c lilm jiain and 
pr Inblj excite hi anger she houhl forl>ear incnti jnlri" 
It unless he w nil i Hr I *car not to di\nl„e It t > am 
\»-r u ThrcurwMtN if ih- king huiii 1k-c 1 thus 
rai 1 he complirij with Iwf rrqu i and cotnmandi-il h f 
t h close thi- s<* fc! ih i^li it should rc’-tl Ins heart 
Thrtracheriu sv iman f'-pli d Since it i \mir| iIim* 
Cum und I hill < !<-) .iti I h >•re\er rrpu nanlturs 
frf ( nu inT ii)Mir'I)sts thattfsas \*M o 
nls I s a Jin t it ** Ii of ms o lutfii rv*! 

H " a list X4' of I o oj hii fall — I - 1 
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ad\i'-c \cu, as \our suiccic fiicnd, to avert the mischief 
he inlcnd<, cither b\ sendin:^ liim to prison or by dc- 
pn\ ini^ the pupils of his cvcs of their visual powers, 
render him incapable of tflccliiv^ his Hcigitious 
scheme^” — It was with difllcuh) the Kmf? could rcstiain 
himself durin" the speech but when finished, he said 
to her, “ Treacherous and subtle woman* arevou not 
ashamed thus to evince your ingratitude to Heaven, for 
having beslovwcd on )ou the blessing of a numerous 
familv ,1^ (many of whom arc advanced to manhood, and 
are the pride of their parents,) thus to envj your partner in 
my bed the consolation of one onh' son, that thou 
seekest his destruction. Begone ' I will not hear thee 
more ” 


Although the king did not communicate the con- 
versation he had held with his wnfe to Ghyas Addeen, 
thevouth wms suspicious of the machinations of his 
step-mother, and one day, under pretence of going to 
C hyas Addeen hunt, he made his escape to Suner- 

cnga^cs m open gong, and engaged in open rebellion 
rebellion , , , , , 

He was shortly enabled to collect an 

army, at the head of which he advanced towards 

Pundua The first day he encamped at Sunarcote, and 

on the second day at Gualpareh The king having also 

advanced to meet the rebels, found them at this place 

A general engagement ensued, in which, although Ghyas 

Addeen had given positive orders to his troops not 


• In the East, from the most ancient times, women have been 
held m high estimation who gave birth to a number of children. 
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Thebtng mortally 
vrojnded 


to injore hl5 fither the kinp was un 
lntent{onalI> mortallv wounded but 
as soon as the son was Informed of 
this unton ard event he hastened to Ins fathers prc 
fence, and taking his head In his lap shed tears of re 
peniance, and ^umbl\ besought the old mans forgive 
nc s. The king then opened his c>e5 and said “ M> 
business Is fiimh-d mav sourdomlnlon be prosperous 
after uhich Ins soul took Its flight to tlie other world 
Sekundar bhah reigned somewhat more than nine 
A. D 1^6 ^ killed ^n the j car 7O9 


SUITAN Gin \S ADDEtN 

Ghyai Ad q ai «s I ihe Th one— Commanli ibe e ei of bis 
hvlf bro h*T< ta he erad c <J— lli« nueot on to the due adninistra 
lion of (he Liwf Xm* i >te o* hitthiecfaroumeLoQCubDes— 
anJ of ibc ctlebrateU } vt Hanx 


A, I> 


Tlir I fince icavm, s'^me offi cm to attend the 
burul of Ins father hastened to I undua nhcrc !w 
immediate!) mounted the throne Th'- 
first act of his government was ti 
SCI c his half brcth-T* whose eves lie ordrrrti to b 
era HeateJ and 1 nt to ih Ir mother 

\fcef tnis cr i 1 a : of self prcs-rvallon ( as It h c n 
\ , 1 - s'dcrc'I b) Oriental pilltlcians )Ghvas 

•n 1 f »n •» iif> \ddccn li said to luve ridcJ with 
r t»rj I reat justice «nd moderation Inpftvf 
t f win U th- fjlUming aneal »t<“ Is re 
li c ' of 1 tr* Or- r'xv v til c ih- kl-^ wa» anti 


1 cl iV 
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himself in the practice of archery, one of his arrows by 
chance wounded a boy, the son of a widow. The wo- 
man immediately repaired to the tribunal of the cazy, 
Suraje-addeen, and demanded justice. The judge 
was confounded, and said to himself, “ If I summon the 
king to my court, I shall run the risk of being disobeyed , 
and if I pass over his transgression, I shall be one day 
summoned before the court of God, to answer for 
my neglect of duty. ” — After much reflection, he 
ordeied one of the officers to go and summon the king , 
to answer the complaint of the woman. The officer, 
dreading to enter abruptly the palace with such an 
order, consideied on some means to get introduced into 
the presence of the king, At length he ascended the 
mineret of the mosque adj'oining the palace, and at an 
improper hour called the people to prayers. The king 
hearing his yoice/ordered some of his guards , to bring 
before him the man who thus made a mockery of religion 


When the officer was introduced into the royal pre- 
sence, be briefly related the circumstance, and conclu- 
ded by summoning his Majesty to the cazy’s tribunal. 
The king instantly arose, and concealing a short sword 
under his garment, went before the cazy , who,, far from 
paying him any mark of respect, said to him with a 
tone of authority, “ You have wounded the son of this 
poor widow ; you must therefore immediately make her 
an adequate compensation, or suffer the sentence of the 
law,” The king made a bow, and, turning to the wo- 
man, gave her such a sum of money as satisfied her 
after which he said, “ Worthy judge, the complainant- 
has forgiven me.”’ The cazy asked the woman if such 
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^ as the fact and if she was satisfied to which th* wo- 
man ha'^ing assented was dismissed The ca?) then 
came diwn from his tnbanal and made his ob-isancc to 
me kmp who drawing the sword from beneath his gar 
men: said “ Caz\ in obedience to > our commands as 
tlic expounder of the bacred law I came instanll} to 
\our tribunal but if ( had found that >ou desiated In 
tlic smail-at decree from its ordianccs I swear that 
u itli this sword 1 would ha\T taken ofl )our headl I 
return thanks to Cod that matters have thus happily 
lermi**ated and that I haxc in m\ dominions a jud4,e 
who acI<nouJc<ij,es no authont) superior to iJie Jau ” — 
The ju-l^c taking up the scourj^c said “ I also swear 
b> the alinightv G kI that if >ou had not complietl 
with the injunctions oftneUw this s ourge should have 
made >our back bUck and blue It lias b*en a (Ia> of 
trial lor ui both — The kin^ ir-ss much pleased and 
h 4 ndsomeU rcwardcci the upright jud^c. 

Gbsa Xdd'cn w IS of a gav and cuulvnl dispisi 
tion but at one period of his rcun liivm^for om 
tunc lab lurcd under n cverc ilinc s he dc pilrc^* ‘f 
li!e an i therefore made (ns will In it he dire ic I that 
thre- if hi favourite concubines tvh )^e lumc^ ucrc 
The Ci/rrii Th" A! se and The Tultf- <hnuld wash his 
ij^jdv after his ilcccaic. The king s >011 after rccsvcrtil 
liut th'* other v*" irncn «>f th'* jcra^lio enviuu of th'* 
fav 1 irit'’ CO ilrrrcd on lli^sc Iwdirs lh^»I{ro 
bfiJUi tile «f (iho« tlv Wash n of tli^ dra't 
incjnicju-n c of wnicli lli- f 4 V iirites c imp ■» ' 

to the k n. V ha aft r musin^ ft r irn 1 n- 
o l rc J t h fj I J VI 1 ^ ararj h-;p ti 1 
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“ Cup bearer ' let us sing the praises of the C) press, the Rose, 
and the Tulip ” 


but, after several attempts, he could not finish the 
verse nor could any of the poets of his court vvrite 
an ode on the subject to his satisfaction He therefore 
wrote the hemistich, and sent it, accompanied with 
a valuable present, by the hands of a special messenger 


Of the celebrated 
Poet Hafiz 


to the celebrated Hafi:: of Shiraz in 
Persia The messenger was also 
authorized to offer the uoet any teims 


that might induce him to proceed and reside at the 


court of Bengal It is said, that, as soon as the 
messenger arrived in Shiraz, the poet, without having 
been informed of any of the circumstances, but as 
if by inspiration, spoke, extemporary, the other hemis- 
tich , — the sense of which is, 


“ Let these JO) ful tidings be carried to [the thiee charming 
Ghossalehs ” , 

After which he finished the ode, still to be found 
in his Diwan, each verse of which terminates with 
the words, "-My ruvtid ” and in the last verse, 
he says, 

“ Hafiz ' why conceal the desire that possesses you, of visiting 
Sultan Ghvas Addeen it is your business to complain of the dis- 
tance that separates you ” 


But, as Hafiz was indifferent to all worldly pursuits, 
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and was bcfiides afraid of undertaking so long a \ o) age 
he declined the Wngs generous offer • 

Ghyas Addccn was a fellow student of the celcbra 
ted saint Cottub ul Aalura thej both studied theo 
log> under Hamldaddeen the hermit of Nagore (BIr 

, ^ bhoom' He reigned tvdth truch re 

A D i3/> . 

putation SIX > ears and some months 

and died In the j ear 775 


stEF addeevs\ltav assulatfes 

When the snul of dfc)a3 Addecn had taken 
Its flight to the other worIr\the nobles placed hli 
son bicf Aodeen on the mrone with the lofi> 
title of king of kings. T^Is prince was of a 
generous courageous ond hom^e disposition hrdis 
turbed not the quiet of hfs nclghwpurs b> his 'ambition 
A. D i>8j. ruled Bengal '^accabb |and un 

molested for ten jVars and died In 
the >car 785 '' 


I 

SHUM<; ADDFLS II 

O the death of Multan Asiuhte^n tlie nobler d 
tr* th~ thfcn- hli adon M son a jruthofvrrr (nf'*rk'r 
ta’rntt who took th^ titl nf Shumi AdJeen ihc 

rsf H» f 10 j» ^ I rf le Ci t " ' 

* s ! n , J, j 
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Second. Tor little more than luo years he ctij*ncd 
a tranquil rctf^n , but a* the cspiralion ol that period, 
. , , Katii^. tin remind. ir of Bhctouneh, 

' rcbclkd a^:ainst lum , and the youth 
bcint^ un<upparttci by the Mohammedan Chief**, v. ns 
defeated, and lost his hie, m the v car 787. 


R.\JA KANIS. 

I'^MmiATllA after the above mentioned event, 
the /Cmindar, having: a^-stimed the title of Raj.i, 
advanced to Tundua, where lie was greeted by the 
Hindoos as the restorer of their Religion, and Sove- 
reign of Bengal *, but after being sealed on the 
throne, he found that the hlohammcdans in his 
dominions were so numcroii'v, and so much superior 
in bravery to his natural subjects, that he judged 
It requisite to treat them with mildncbs and affability 
he therefore allowed many of the Afghan Chiefs to 
letain Iheir estates, and granted pensions to the 
A D 1392 learned and devout of that religion* 
By these means he enjoj ed a quiet 
and peaceable reign ol seven) ears, and died m the 
yeai 794 

Raja Kanis had so well ingratiated himself with 
the Mohammedans, that, after his death, they claimed 
him as one of the Faithful, and disputed with the 
Hindoos whether his body should be buiied 
according to their rites, or be burned on the funeial 
pile, » 


9 
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Dunng the reign of Raja Kanls, the aly of Pun 
duatNOJ much extended and celebrated In the East, 
and the temples of idolatry again raised their heads. 


CHIETMUL SULTAN JEL\L ADDEEiN 

Some historians have related that during the life- 
time of Raja Kanls, his eldest son named Chietmul 
Avhilit a bo> nas deprived of his caste by the celcbmtcd 
Iilohammedan hermit or saint named Cuttub ul Aalum 
throising the betic leaf vvhich he had chened Into the 
child* mouth and bestowing on him the title of Jclii 
Addcen (Glofj of Religion). Other tvTiler* have alTjr 
med that he was conv erted after his luccesslon to the 
throne but the probabiflt) is that he was the oHsprln;, 
of a Mohammedan concubine and being the eldest ur 
onij son of the Raja, the Hindoos had acquiesced In 
Ills elevation to throne, in order to prevent the evils at 
tending a disputed succession In which success would 
have been doubtful a« the prince vrould certalnlj have 
been aided bj all the Mohammedans whose numbers 
and braverv were vcr> formidable. 

\\ hatcvcrma> have been the cause of the princes 
abandoning the Idolalnr) of the Hindoos he proved 
himself a icalovs disciple of the Mussulman fahli 
for having invited the celebrated Shaikh /ahed from 
Sunergong he consulted him on all his spiritual affairs 
anti rcsigne^l bn conscience to his direction 

Jclal Addtcn removed a^’am the seal of govcmm«'nl 
from 1 undua to Goor and expmidctl lar'^e itimi <f 
monej Inlrngroxin that c«tv T »- u ji ijtl r 
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servoir, and caravanscn, distinguished by the name of 
Jelall) wetc all constructed by him. This prince 
ruled with great equity and justice , 
and, aftci an undisturbed reign of 
eighteen j’ears, died at Gour, in the year Si 2, 

To persons unacquainted wnth the history of India, 
It may appear e\traoidinar)% that the Sovereigns of 
Bengal should have remained for so many v'ears undis- 
turbed in their possession of that country , but upon a 
reference to the History of Hindoostan, it will be dis- 
cov^ered that during the period above mentioned, the em- 
pire of Dehly was torn to pieces bv an ambitious aristo- 
cracy, and that the Emperor retained little more than 
the name. It w^as in such a state of 


A D 1398 


affairs that the celebrated Tartar con- 


queror, Fimour, or Tamerlane, in the year 801, invaded 
India ,t and it is rather surprising that he should have 
met with any opposition, than that he should so easily 
have defeated the weak Mohammed the third, and his 
pusillanimous vizier. 

The following extract from that History will fully 
elucidate the subject. — “During the misfortunes and 
confusion of the empire, the Subahs fGovernois) had 
rendered themselves independent in their 
governments Guzerat was seized upon by Azim , 
Malwa by Dilawer , Kinnouge, Oude, Kurrah, and 

•Charles Wilkms, LL D , Librarian to the East India Com- 
pany, is about to publish an elegent set of Engravings of the Rums 
of Gour', which will evince the former grandeur of that ancient 
city, aud form a valuable accompaoiment to this work, 

tSee Dow’s Histoir, commencement of Vol 11 . 
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/oanpore by Khoja Jeban (commonij called king of the 
lirast) I-^ihore, Dcbalpore, Moultan by Khiicr Samana 
byGbalib Btana bj Shums iVIohaba by Mohammed 
(the son of Mallik and grandson of the Emperor 

beroMj) andsoonvith regard t<» the other provinces the 

governors asserting therr ou*n independence, and stjHng 
themselves (MulooL) kings 


AHMED SH \H 

Ahmed Shah lurceed* to the Ihroec— IIi* territory fflraded by 
Sotiin Ibrahim of Joaepore—Scl>fii> tVit piottrtioo of the cootl 
nf Ileraat-- Extract from Shab ItooLh • Letter prebibttio; Soltaa 
Ibrahim fmm molestinf the Kmp of 'Dencal—The Tartar Si otarth 
srnds aa Arabasudor to the Coort rf Oeor »Ijo rt aflervaidi 
ibipirreebed 00 the Loatt of MaJibjr 

Tnr oldest of Jelal \ddccns ons soccccdcd in 
A V jearflic to the throne without 

any oppo«iticn He walked In the 
fviistcps of his father ami adi Vmstrrtd josllcc to 
his subjects With Impariiali j n om ich that the 
f< llowcre of Mcbammrr) and i w* \oritippcrs of Idols 
vied in their attacliment lour h- r n. 

Dminp tU of tl i pr Gulian Ibra fm 

>f JiApport* invader! Urn aj t nS a numerous a tnj 
mill after plurderin" se\rr3l of i r. , fjets car ie<i 
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away raany of the inhabitants as slaves Ahmed 
Shah finding himself unable to contend with so 
formidable an adversar3>, whose power m fact, ex- 
ceeded that of the feeble rep esentative of monarchy 
^t Dehly, sent an ambassador to Shah Rookh, the 
son of Tiraour, who, although lesiding at Herat (m 
Persia), was considered as the emperor of Hindoostan, 
to solicit his protection and interference 

The ambassador was received by the Tartar 
monarch with much honour , and on his taking leave 
was accompanied by Abdul Kereem Hajy, who was 
furnished with a letter to Sulan Ibrahim, threatening 
him with the most exemplary vengeance if he did 
not immediately release all the captives, and peremp- 
torily prohibiting him from ever again molesting the 
king of Bengal 

Sultan Ibrahim received the letter with much 
respect , and whether from dread of Shah Rookh’s ven- 
geance, or being constantly occupied by his contests 
with the neighbouring Chiefs, never afterwards 
invaded Bengal — As the Letter is a curious specimen 
oF the pompous style of the East, it is here subjoined. 

1 

Extract of the Emperor Shah Rookh’S Letter to 
Sultan Ibrahim Shereky of Joanpore, 


“As soon as this mandate (to which the whole world 
“is subje''t, and the universe obedient) shall arrive, m 
“the space of one day, collect all the Mohammedan 
“captives, and other persons belonging to that country 
“(Bengal) , and having delivered them over to their 
“respective lords, jfirocure a certificate of the fact, signed 
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•“and sealed by the cazies and send Jt immedfately to 
“the foot of the Impenal throne. And be assured that 
“if you use any delay or are /n the smallest degree 
‘'neglectful of this order We wdll Issue our Imperial 
“mandate to our most Ulustrious son Sultan Mahmood 
“klngofCabul and to our Gjverno*^ of Khotclan of 
“Ghfsne, K.andahar and Gurmseir to proceed (to India'' 
and so severely punish you that ft shall serve as an 
“example for others. If this shill not b* suffi lent Uc 
“will Issue our orders to our G-neral Perose Shih to 
“march with the armies of khorassin and Inflict ven 
“geance on you. And if this shall not sufllce Wc will 
“send our mandate to our most noble son Sbums '\ddccn 
“Mohammed to advance nllh the troops of Arhong 
P>ral Kund Dir and Oakelan to chastise you If 
this shall have no efleef Uc will direct our brave anti 
“victorious son Haycslcgur Bchadur to march vdlh the 
“forces of fUbul Sary Mazlntleran "’'ubb-rlstan 
“Gorlckc and Jllan and thus render vou sensible of 
“your enmes and Impotence. Ilut If you still continue 
“to persevere In y our atrocious conduct Uc vrill com 
“mand our aupuit son Sultan Ibrahim to move with tli" 
armies of Irac Azcrbijan Ui"ilid ind the dNtrlcts 
of Arabia to iquratc your soul from its bodv And 
“they shall not b abc to effect this our ptir|>otc U^* 
•full signify ourKiyalirill to our most belovel and 
“victorious son L lug Il'^g Ooorpan to procfcti with »It 
“Ih** STuadrons of ToorHsUn an! cither t»‘»r you t» 
“piece* or han" up y our b>K to Iv eaten by the cron-s," 

\ /* Tie r i» ulfti fnvn f iith th i bnt if <• f icuf 
ur cf if f trr 1 srr cot Cnt ! laif r^f j fti ^ * 
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In return for this compliment, the Tartar monardh 
espatched Molana Abdul Reheem as his ambassador 
to the court of Gour. After a residence of some months 
in Bengal, the^ ambassador having been joined by Abdul 
Kereem Hajy from Joanpur, proceeded by sea towaids 
Ormuz , but on their arrival on the coast of Malibar, they 
were shipwrecked in the vicinity of Calicut, where they 
were hospitably received and entertained by the Zamo- 
rin, who, in consequence of their representation of the 
magnificence and power of Shah Rookh, was induced 

to send and envoy along with them to the court of 
Herat. 

It was to repay this compliment, that Shah Rookh 

A D 1442 Hejira 846, the 

celebrated Malolana Abdul Rezac to 

Calicut, whence he was invited to Bijenagur , of which 
kingdom he has given a minute and entertaining 
account in the Multta Assaedine* 

Nothing more interesting occurs in the history of 
A D 1426 reign of Ahmed Shah, which 

lasted eighteen years, and was ter- 
minated by his death in the year 830. 


- veiy elegant Persian History of Shah Rookh, presented to the 
East India Company by General Kirkpatrick 

♦An interesting account of this embassy may be found in eth 
A?it]ual Astaftc Relief of 1800, 


Nasir siiaM 


Ahmed Shah nothaWngIcfbany son to fnherit hli 
domioioQS one of h^^ slaves named \asfr s-fzed upon 
A D 1476-7 the government but the othor Chiefs, 
disdaining to submit to his authont) 
at the end of eight da/s put him to death and raised to 
the throne a }outh who a was descendant of II) as Khnje 
Sultan Shams Addeen Bhengara,* on whom they 
conferred the title of Voslr Shah 

On the unexpected elevatlou of this prince to tlie 
sovcrelgnt) all the adherents of the Bhengara famil) 
and many other zealous Mohammedans nho during the 
reigns of the Hindood) nasty had ll\‘ed In retirement 
now assembled round the throne nnd gavr to It such 
atabllit) that Nasir Shah enjo>‘ed a long and 
undisturbed rcfgn. 

This prince constructed the fortifications round the 
<•*1) of Gour the gates of which arc iiill in existence 
nd the founditlons have been traced ov'cr its whole 
ircumfcrcncc-t 

NaiirShah departed this life In the 
'^''*^*'** >carfiO 


V-p. 

t \ cr^m p 4ft «if iti ciijf II dfpsi ir J IQ iNe 1 til InJ > 

A 1 » n pro jlp W c r'* p»t» bj Hr \\ IV ti 4 aj 

«, liiVtropTit 1 c/ ibc To aicf tiO-if mtat T* J p u; 
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SARBEK SHAHv 

I^ASiR Shah was succeeded by his son Barbek Shahj 
Who was esteemed a man of great abilities He 
was the first prince m Hindoostan who introduced Abys- 
sinian and negro slaves into his service. He at one period 
had eight thousand of them, well mounted and armed, in 
his army ; and having by experience found them faith- 
ful and attached to him, he promoted several of them to 
high rank and important situations. His example was 
afterwards imitated by the sovereigns of Guzerat and 
the Dekkan , and many of those people, whO) if they 
had fallen into the hands of Europeans, would have 
been condemned to servile drudgery, became the asso- 
ciates of princes and governors of provinces 

Barbek Shah died in 879, after a prosperous reign 
^ ^ of seventeen years and was succeed- 

ed by his eldest son, Y usuf Shah, 


YUSUF SHAH, 


As Sbbn as this prince -had taken possession of the 
the throne, he established rules for the strict administra- 
tion of justice throughout his dominion, and having 
summoned the judges and municipal officers to attend 
him, he informed them that the laws were to be admi- 
nistered with impartiality to the poor and to the rich, to 
the weak and to the powerful j and if he discovered 
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hny of them swa) ed Jn their decisions either b> 
Interest or affection he woold punish them most se\*crc 
1 > He then ordered tLcm to send him a weckl> rc 
port of their proceedings and being himself v*co loam 
ed and \rdl Informed In the law he frequent!) decided 
on points which had perplexed the most experienced ca 
rics and moofUes, After hannp reigned unth much 
A, D 1481, reputation for sc\’en jears and six 
months he departed this life In the 

jear 887 

^ usuf Shah d) Ing without children (he nobles ralscti 
to the throne a >outh of the royal famHt namctl 
Secund-ir Shah but after tno month* finding him 
Incapable of go\'crnlng the> deposed him and placed on 
ihe throne his uncle Tuttch Shah 


rUTTni SIIAII 

Titis frincc Is said to haw been posscis'xl of a gornl 
^ ^ ^ ^ natural understanding nhich he much 
^ Improved by stud) and finding that 
111’- Abj-iMnian *Iav*c* and Ih*- eunuchs of the palacr 
dijfinp Ih^ reigns of his prcJrccssors had gained to*) 
much and had been guilt) of Imiiropcr praf 

tiC'-* h" puni hed lom** of them scvcrcU and rnluced 
them all t > a (cvrl with tils other s-rvants an ! subj'*cts 
llifi conduct of the klr, s gave nt» h offenC'’ H Ih** 

cv,rj‘s ) » Ju c»I corpr of guards eall*'d I alk» 
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(infantry, armed with swords and spears,) 5,000 of whom 
daily mounted guard over the palace , and one night 
murdered their master in the seraglio, or female apart- 
ments, wh'ch their confidential situation in the interior 
of the palace enabled them to effect without im- 
mediate discovery. 

It was the custom of the Court of Bengal, that the 
old guard should watt till the king mounted to the 
throne in the morning , and aftei having saluted his 
majesty, to march off and give place to the new guard. 
The morning aftei the murder, the Paiks waited some 
time for the approach of the king , and either were, or 
pretended to be, much surprised to see the chief eunuch, 
Bareek, ascend the throne, dressed in the royal robes 
It happened at this period that both the Vizier, 
Khan Jehan, and Mulk Andiel, the Abyssinian Com- 
mander-in-chief, were detached from the capital, to 
wage war against some refractory Rajas , and there 
were no troops left in the city but the Paiks , the 
commanders of whom having been -previously bribed, - 
the eunuch was proclaimed without opposition, under 

the title of Sultan Shahzadeh This 
A. D 1490-1 , , , . _ 

event happened in the year 890 

The reign of Futteh Shah was seven years and six 

months 



SULTAN' SHAH2\DEU 


Sha^tadeh prtmnies tbe Eanacha — Employs the former \'ulef 
and Malk Andlel the Commaoder lo chief aoder an oithof ddeliiy^ 
Hrti rvanucorrapierl by the litter who, mth his eompxniont, saint 
admUtaoce by Di^ht into the private npartmeots, and after much 
reiisUnce, morderi the Usurper— The widoir of Futteh Shah de 
cliaet the proposal to elevate her infant Son to the throne— MoDc 
Aodtel aoanimoosly elected tovereisn 

Sultan Shah2adchlmmcdiatel> promoted a number 
of hU companions ihecunu hs to the 
most Important commands and filled 
all the offices with persons of the lowest description 
supposing that the) n-ould be more attaclicd lo his 
fcvcrmcnt than the nobnit> or persons of pood 
famil) Hat not thinking hlmiclf sufficicnll) c< 
tabllshcd In his auth »ril> nnthojt |thc concurrence 
of Khan jehan the Vuicr and Mulk Andie! the 
Commander In chiel he olTcrcd lo confirm them In 
thdr empio) mciits If they tsould take the oath of fcalt) 
lo him and these officers thinbint^ U would be belief 
to temponre and wait for a rasourahle opportunil) of 
detlro)lrig him than b> opposin'* him openly rcturn~rl 
to court and were received with much apparent 
cordKlIts 

Dunnt^ many months th oTi encandu teJlh^m 
s Ucs V (h so much circumsp-cllon that allhna^jh th'* 
conuclt had c^tahhthe^l a very s«“V'‘rc p lice and (>'arr I 
sp?r» oicr their h- could reccUc no Int-ll cn r 

of Ihcir hifb^unrp anv evil In coll a^almt him he 
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therefore admitted them into the greatest degree of 
fovour, and reposed entire confidence in them. This 
confidence was however misplaced , for Mulk Andiel, 
having^ained over to his party one of his countrymen, 
an Abyssinian eunuch, who had charge of the sleeping 
apartments, was admitted one night into the palace 
with twenty of his companions , when the Sultan 
having dressed himself in female attiie, and put on all 
his jewels, had seated himself on the throne, and indulged 
ireely m the pleasures of music and wine. At a 
late hour of the night, after the Sultan bad 
fallen asleep in a state of inebriety, and as soon as the 
attendants retired, the black eunuch extinguished all 
the lights except one, and admitted Mulk Andiel into 
the room. 

It appears, that when Mulk took the oath of alle- 
giance, he had sworn that as long as the Sultan should 
fill the throne he would never be guilty of any aggiession 
against him, but support and defend him , when there- 
fore he saw the Sultan sitting on the throne, his cons- 
cience upbraided him with the treachery he was about 
to commit. He stood for some time, with his sword 
drawn, hesitating what to do at length the Sultan, in 
a fit of intoxication, fell on the floor , and the mental 
reservation of the assassin being now satisfied, he struck 
him with his sword. The blow, however, only served 
to rouse the Sultan, who starting up, and being a very 
powerful man, seized Mulk A il in his arms, 
and threw him on the ground In this situation, 
Mulk called to his companions to come to 
his assistance Yugrish Khan, a Turk, and two 
Abyssimans, immediatelj’- entered but during the 
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struggle between the Sultan end Mulk Andicl, the 
light mis extinguished and Yugrish knew not whom to 
assist or whom he was to strike. At length Muik 
Andiel who had fast hold of the eunuchs long hair, 
and would not let him escape, called out to strike with 
out fear as he was undermost and was well shielded 
by the corpulence of his adversary On this intelligence 
Yugnsh Khan gave tlie Sultan several cuts^ which so 
hurt him that he fell on the ground and pretended to 
be dead 

Mulk Andiel supposing be had effected his purpose 
retired wnth his part> but after the> were gone the 
black eunuch having entered the apartment with a light 
and seeing the Sultan In that situation, called out in 
counterfeited agon) that S‘>me traitor had cruelly 
murdered Ills lord •\nd master The Sultan who on 
the entrance of the eunuch had Imagined It was Mulk 
Andiel returned to finish hi» business was much re 
Juice J I J he ir the voice of his 8uppo5'*d faithful scrv ml 
and making ^im a signal to be quiet carrated to him 
alt the circumstances that had occurred ifttr uldclilic 
d'^ircd him to go to certain officers and to give tliem 
pjdlfvc orders t'* proceed immediatrl) to the house of 
Mulk \ndiel and bring with them lus head 

The eunuch having promised Implicit obedience 
went to 'lulk Andicl and Informed him that he li-* 1 
Icil Ids desi, n unaccomplished and that U he did not 
finish It his own exU cncc would vcr> short)) U* t»*r 
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deed He then sent for Khan Jehan the Vizier, and 
consulted with him what further was requisite to be 
done. The Vizier was of opinion that it would be 
proper to place on the throne the infant son of Fut^eh 
Shah (then only two years of age), and that a person 
should be nominated to administer the affairs of govern- 
ment during his minority. Milk Andiel having acquies- 
ced in this proposal, he immediately summoned all 
the other Chiefs, and on his obtaining their assent, they 
all rapaired to the apartments of the widow of Futteh 
Shah, where, m a respectful manner, they informed her 
of their determination , and requested her to nominate 
a proper person to be the guardian of her child. 

The widow, alarmed at the invidious situation in 
which the nomination of a regent might place her, and 
reflecting on the distant prospect of her son succeeding 
quietly to the throne in so unstable a government, re- 
plied, that, on the murder of her husband, she had made 
a vow to God, that whatever person revenged his death 
should have her suffrage to be king 

This sentiment was probably expected by the Chiefs , 
and Mulk Andiel, although an Abyssinian slave, was 
unanimously elected to be their monarch. 

The reign of^ the eunuch Sultan Shahzadeh was 
barely eight months. 
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MUZUFFIR SHAH 


SiDDEE Budder Dewaneh raouutcd the throne 

A D I49S assumed the 

title of MuzufHr Shah. He commenced 
his ragn mth the murder of seveni of the Turkish 
nobility He aftenv'ards marched his armies against 
some of the tributary Hind )o princes and having 
seized them put them to death and plundered their 
estates. In short there vras no species of cruelty 
A D U97-8. oppression that this tyrant did 

commit till at length fn thc^’ear 
903 all the Chiefs headed by the Vizier S>cd Hussem 
bherief of Mecca rebelled against him and besieged 
him in his capital but Muzuilir bhah having In his 
service a corps of 5 /ddo vrell mounted Abyssinlans 
and 5 000 Afghan and Bengal troops defended the 
cit> of Gour for four months vrlth great resolution 
and when'“ver he made prisoners of an) of the 
rebels he took pleasure In beheading them hfms'“lf 
Tile number of persons he is said to have pot to 
death in thU manner is incredible. 


\t Icnyth thinking himself able to contend nitli 
h»s ailvcf aric* in the field he marclied out of the 
cit> ai d enyaped them. \ blo^xJ) battle cniurti in 
which 'luzuhir bhah h^t hi« life arid lh«- plain r»f 
Gour i^crc strcHcd with ( o o of the »Um 1 he rci^n 
(ftliii oj'pre tor of the human ucc was three >car» 
and five n jnili 
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Such is the account of this event given by Hajy 
Mohammed Candahary, in his History , but Nizam 
Addeen states, that Muzuffir Shan being universally 
detested by the nobles, the Vizier, Syed Hussein, en- 
tered into a conspiracy with them , and having gained 
over to their party the Commandant of the corps of 
Paiks, sixteen of them entered the apartment of the 
tyrant at night, and put him to death without any 
opposition. One of the mosques still standing at Gouif 
was built by this impious tyrant. 


SULtAN ALA ADDEEN HUSSEIN SHAH 
SHERIEF MECCA. 

Ala Addeen elevated to the throne — His origin — Permits Gout 
to be plundered by his own army — Regulates the troops, and firm- 
y establishes his government — Successfully invades the kingdom 
of Assam — Attempts the conquest of Kamroop and adjoining 
countrjes — The Rajas retire to their mouoatin-fastnesses till the 
rainy season, when the Sultan’s forces are obliged to retire with 
immense loaa — The Sultan applies himself to the improvement of 
his kingdom — Erects many public buildings, and encourages the 
Learned and Devout — The kirig of Joanpore seeks refuge at the 
Court of Bengal — The Emperor Sekunder subdues Behar, and 
prepares for the mvassion of Bengal — Ala Addeen sends his son 
with terms of peace, and a treaty is concluded — Dies after a 
peaceable reign of twenty-four years. 

On the death of the Abyssinian, Muzuffir Shah, the 
chiefs elected to the throne another 
foreigner, but of a more noble race. 


A D 1489 
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This person vras a descendant of the prophet Moham 
med and had quitted the 5and> desert of Arabia to 
improv'c bi3 fortune in the fertile region of cBngal His 
illuslnous descent first introduced him into the Court 
of Gour where his supenor abilities so->n raised him to 
the high dignity of first subject of the empire. The oppres 
slons and brutal temper of Muzufhr made him a rebel 
and f rtunc made him a king 

\sSjed Hussein during the penod that he acted 
as prime minister to his predecessor had given man> 
protifs of his ablliti s and general benci'olence al) the 
chiefs of whatever tribe concurred In opinion that he 
was the most worthy person to fill the throne and Vic 
in return granted them the cxtrsiordlnarj privilege of 
plundering the cit> of Gour for a prescribed penod * 
On the c!c\ stion to the throne he Is Is said to have 
t^Ven the title of \h Addcrn shencf Mecca but the 
author >f the jCfJ- AifuUt fn states that in all the ins 
cnptions on the monuments about Gour he Is st) led 
I» icin Sluh and supjiosc* tint hir father or some of 
II ance tors might have been Shcrief of ^Iccca and 
lut th'- son ihn ugh famll) pndc inaj have u>cd the 
title inipropcrl) It is however Certain that on his first 
arrival in Jk:n^.al he vrat fvr some lime in a vrr) hum 
be itustian but the caz> ofChancIpare having been 
Inf >rncd ofhn niustriousric'cenf gave him hKdaUf,hter 
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in marriage, and introduced him into the service of 
Muzuffir Shah 

The privilesre of plundering the city having been 
carried further than the Syed intended, he ordered the 
soldier}’’, after some days, to desist, but finding his 
orders disobeyed, he caused twelve thousand of them to 
put to death, and s'eized all fruits of their rapine 

At that period it was customary, amongst the rich 
inhabitants of Bengal, to have a number of golden 
dishes on their tables , and the degree of respected ue to 
any person was estimated by the quantity of plate he 
displayed upon public occasions , on which account, the 
quantity of gold and silver regarged by the plunderers, 
is said to have been immense 

One of the first acts of Ala Addeen’s government 
was to reduce the crops of Paiks,* who had so frequent- 
jy assisted in dethroning their sovereigns after which 
he raised a regiment, denominated Ser'hungs^ to mount 
guard over his person He also dismissed the whole 
of the Abyssinian troops and they, having lost their 
reputation in Hindoostan by their frequent acts of dis- 
loyalty and treachery, could not obtain service either at 
Joanpore or Dehly, and were therefore compelled to 
proceed to Guzerat and the Dekkan, where they procured 

•- — ■ - — ... . — . I I 

* A number of the descendant of these Paiks were settled in the 
Midnapore district , and had lands assigned to them, on condition 
to defending the country against all invaders and marauders but 
the English Government not requiring their services, and mshmg to 
put them on a footing with their other subjects, they v/ere riiuch 
dissatisfied for a considerable period, and caused freqaent distur- 
bances between the years 1790 and 1800 
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crfjplo) merit and aftenrards became very contpicuons 
under the appellation of Slddec3.t 

After these arhitrarj but salutary acts Ala Addcen 
ruled with stncl justice but, for the better sccority of 
his person he made the Fort of Akdala the seat of his 
residence. Being himself of noble descent he cn 
couraged and patronised pcrsori of good family and 
reduced some of the upstarts of the late reigns to their 
original nothingness Having by these means intro 
duced a number of S>*eds Moghuls and Afghans into 
his service, his govemraent became firmly established 
and the tributary Rajas, os /ar as Orissa, paid implicit 
obedience to his commands nor uis there a single re 
bellton or insurrection doring his reign. 

The Sultan alter regelating his own kingdom began 
to aspire to foreign conquests. He in consequence a* 
lam s 10 numerous armj and Invad 

ihc kingdom of As'tam illuntcd to 
the oorth cast of Bengal Having 
overrun that counjr) ond acquired much plunder be 
turned his arms against the Kijas of Ktmroop and 
the countries Ij Ing at the foot of the northern moun 
tains distinguished h> the general name of Torrjana 
amf nn taking |K)sscssion of man> of their forts estab 
hshctl parrislons therein after whlcli having appointee! 
hl< 5 n to be governor of the conquered dutii I* he 
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of Turryana^to relinquish the level country to the invacl-- 
ers, and retire with their families and effects to fastness- 
es in the mountains, untill the setting in of the rains , 
when, the roads being rendered impassable for an 
army by inundation and torrents from the hills, they 
cut off all supplies of provisions, and either starve 
their opponents into a capitulation, or force them to 
retreat under the greatest disadvantages. 

This system was now put in practice , and the son of 
the Sultan was compelled to make a humiliating retreat, 
with the loss of half his army. 

After this unsuccessful attempt, the Sultan built an 
extensive fort on the banks of the Betti^h River (the 
<junduk), to defend his own territories from invasion , 
and occupied himself in promoting the population 
of his countrj^, and m improving the situation of 
his subjects. He built public mosques and hospitals 
in every district,' and s^^ttled pensions on the learned 
and devout. Amongst the numerous instances of his 
piety, he settled a grant of lands for the support of 
the tomb, college, and hospital of the celebrated saint 
ICuttub ul Alum, which are continued to this day , 
and every year made a pilgrimage on foot, from Akdala 
to Pundua, to visit the holy shrine of that saint. 

In the early part of this reign, Shah Hussein, 
king of Joan pore, who for many years contended 
for the empire of Hmdoostan with Sultan Beloli,^ 
having suffered reiterated defeats, fled before the 
arms of Sekunder, and sought protection in Bengal. 


pSce Hisior)> of Htndoosian^A D. 1478, 
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He was meat hospitably and honourably received b> 
Ala Addeen who awigned him a penafon and catablbh 
nient suitable to bis former digrtif>' vrhich vvcrecon 
tinned to him during his life. The tomb of this 
prince is still in good prcservTition in the vlclnltj of 
Gour 

The emperor Sekunder having In the >ear p05, 
* r. ^ subdued the province of Dehor which 
for several >cars had been oepen 
dent on Joanpore and was the last of the posscsilons 
of the kings of the East adv’anccd the banners of 
hostility ogiin l Bengal but on his arrival at TugUck 
pore (or Cutlickpore} In D bar he w'as informed that 
the prince Daniel son of Ala AdJecn was on tlio 
vrav to meet him with overtures of ainit) from Ids 
fithcr The bmperor bcinj, also desirous of pence 
that he be enabled to return to Dchl) liahcd 

at this pUcr inJ sertt forward Ivvm noblemen to meet 
and confer with the prince. 

The pfempotentiarfes met in the toum of Dnr 
and In a few daj s concluded a treat) the terms of 
nhicli were that the emperor sliould retain IJcIiar 
Tirhoot Sircar barun and all the other countries he 
had subdued provided he did not Invade Denfal 
and that nclilicr pirl> shouUl suppirt or In any 
mann'T asdif the cn-'mlei of the other The treaty 
having b^rn ratified b) both monarchs the I m}K^nf 
returned towards l>chl) Aftr^f this event Ala 
'Vddeen cnj^)'cd a p^accaVc an J hajip) reign l<-’jvcd 
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A D 1520 by his subjects, and respected by his 
neighbours , and died at Gour in the 
year 927, having reigned twenty-four years. 


NUSSERIT SHAH, commonly called NASEEB 

SHAH. 

} 

NussentShah elected to the throne — Humane conduct to his 
Brothers — Invades Tirhoot and Hajypore — Gives protection to 
Mahmood Lody and other Afghan Chiefs — Marries the Daughter 
of the late Sultan Ibrahim — Excites the jealousy of the Moghul 
Emperor Baber — Mahmood and the Afghan Chiefs defeated by 
Baber — On the death of the Moghul t Emperor, the Afghan 
Chiefs recover several provinces — i^ussent ^assassinated — Build- 
ings erected by him at Gour, 

The deceased king left eighteen sons , the eldest 
. of whom, Nussent Shah, being a 

person of acknowledged bravery and 
superior talents, was chosen by the Chiefs to be their 
monarch As a proof of the benevolence of his 
disposition, it IS stated, that instead of confining his 
brethren, or depriving them of their sight, as is the 
common culstora of the East, he treated them with 
the greatest aifection, and doubled the allowances 
granted them by their father. 

The distracted state of the court of Dehly, occasion- 
ed by the 'approach of the» Moghuls, under the 
celebrated Baber, presenting a favourable opportunity 
of recovering some of the districts, which had for- 
merly belonged to Bengal, Nussent Shah broke the 
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treat) ^hich his father had contracted with the 
emperor Sekander and having in\’aded Tirhoot 
and put the Raja to death he ajJpoiAted his son in 
law Ala Addeen to the govemraenL He then pro- 
ce^ded against Haj>pore and ha\dng subdued it 
ga\-e it m charge to another aon In law named Mukh 
doom Alum after uhlch he crossed the Ganges 
and took possession of the fort and district of 
Mongeir which he entrusted to one of his best generals 
named Cuttub khan. 

When In the j'car 932 the emperor Tiabcr defeated 

A T-. and slew Sultan Ibrahim and the 

/L D *5*0 . 

empire of tlindoostan was transferrert 

from the Afghan to the Moghul d>nast> • mnn) of 
the Chiefs of the former nation sought employment and 
protection InHengal even Mahmood Lod) the brother 
of Sultan Ibnhim was compelled to seek refuge at 
the court of Goar All these persons were most ho'pl 
labl) received and had pensions assigned them suitable 
to their rank and former situation. 


Mahmood havdng brought with him one of the 
diughtcTS of the late Fmperor the Tvlng took l^r 
In marriage and made great rejoicings on the occadon. 
This circumstance added to the protection afTorde^i 
A D iss^o. ***“ Afi ban Chief* oecllc^i th- 
jealous} of the Moghul emperor Ilab^r 
who In the >car 935 sent an arm> under the corn 
mand of his relation Afkar> to Ins'ade Itm'^al hot 
Nustrnt Shah basing obtained time !) Intellkwr*^ 

il ttf } fit ft H I it m \ U tJJj 'v 
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A. D 1529-30. 


of his intentions, sent an ambassador with costly pre- 
sents, to deprecate the imperial wrath 

Earljr in the year 936, Mahmood (brother of 
Ibrahim), being previously joined by 
a number of the Afghan Chiefs, made 
another attempt to recover his paternal dominions, and 
advanced as far as H’lderi on the banks of the Ganges 
The emperor Baber having about the same time 
marched from Agra, the contending armies met at 
Hideri . but such was the dread the Afghans had of 
Baber’s prowess, and the formidable charge oft he Moghul 
cavalry, that as soon as the Emperor’s advanced guard 
crossed the river, they shamefully took to flight, and 
never halted till they bad re-crossed the river Soane. 
Mahmood, dispirited by his defeat, retreated to Ben- 
gal , and Nusserit, alarmed at the approach of the 
Moghuls, sent .in ambassador to implore the Emperor’s 
mercy. 

As the rainy season was approaching, and the affairs 
of the upper provinces required the presence of Baber, 
who had advanced as far as the town of Mooneer fat 
the mouth of the Soane), he graciously condescended to 
make peace, on condition that the Afghans si ould re- 
main quiet, and that the king of Bengal should no 
longer give any assistannce to Mahmood These terms 
having been ratified by both monarchs 
the Emperor returned to Agra, where 
he died in the month of Jummad^of the following year, 
A. H 937. 


A D 1530-1 
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The death of Baber scrx’cd as a signal to rouse the 
Afghan Chiefs once more to attempt the rcco\*er> of the 
empire. Mahmood the son of DIrfa Lohani, look pos 
session of Bchar and Mahroood the brother of tJie 
emperor Ibrahim having collected an army of his 
countrymen first defeated Joneld Burlass the Moghul 
go\*cmor of Joanpore, and then took possession of that 
pro^nnee. Sultan Behadur of Gu^crat also advanced at 
the head of a large force»and took the fort of Mindu 
whence he detached an arm> of 400DO men to plunder 
the country even to the vicinity of Agra then the rcsl 
dcnce the new emperor of Ilomavon 

Although the king of Bengal from the pusillanimity 
of Ins disposition did not take an active part in these 
B-enes >et regardless of his ireat> with the emperor 
^ ^ ^ Haber hcgavccvcr> assistance in his 

* ^ p* wer to Mahmood and In the >car 

ojy sent Mulk Murjan as his ambassador to form a 
treat) of alliance vrith Sultan Behadur of Gu eraU 

Notniihstandlng N us>crit Shah u'as b> descent a 
S) cd descendant of Muhammed) he w'os naturally of 
n cru*l dlipnitiort anJ veas frcquenll) guilt) of such 
acts of l) rano) as nol onl) to give disgust to his sub- 
jeets but to render him hateful tj hU private servants 
At length hiving gone one di) to pay his devotion at 
the tomb of his father jii tJic cit) of Gour and one of 
|}je cuoucIm luvirig him same olTcnce he Ifirca 

tcod^M scvcTcI) to punulillic fcllaw on bis return to the 
pain c but ih- other eunuchs tired out witli hfs brutal 
behaviour cjpjuncd IhcciJvc of ih ircompani.ii aiiJ 
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before the king could carry his threats into execution, 
the} put a period to his existence. 

Nusseiit Shah reigned thirteen years, and was assas- 
sinated m the year 940 Some histo- 

“A D 1533-4 

nans have assigned him a reign of 
Sixteen years, and say his dealli occurred in 943 , but 
this statement does not agree with the account of subse- 
quent transactions Of the buildings erected by him 
in the city of Gour, there are still two remaining, with 
the inscriptions perfect , viz the Golden Mosque, called 
in the Hindoostany language, Soona Mtisjid, finished in 
932 , and the Kudum Roosul (footstep of the Prophet), 
erected in 939 

Ferishtah, in his History of Bengal, styles this 
prince Nuseeb Shah , though, in his History of Dehly 
he gives him his proper name This circumstance in- 
duced the author of the Ryaz Assulateen to examine 
several of the inscriptions in the vicinity of Gour , 
fiom which he ascertained that the title at full length 
was Sultan Nussent Shah, ben Sultan Ala Addeen, 
Hussein Shah The tomb of the saint Hezerut Mukh- 
doom, at Satid-ullapore,^if was also erected by him, 
and bears the same inscriptions. 

After Nussent Shah had drunk- the sherbet of death, 
the nobles raised to the throne of Bengal his son 
* Ferose Shah , but at the end of three months the youth 

•There is still an annual assemblage of devotees held at this 
tomb, which is also attended by merchants and traders, and a re- 
gular fair thereby established 
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wa« murdered by hfs uncle Mahmood Shah who usurp 
cd the government. 


MAHMOOD SHAH 

Was one of the eighteen sons of Sultan Ala Addeen 
^ ^ and during the whole reign of the Utc 

* king conducted himself in the most 
exemplar) manner but scarctl) was his brother depo- 
sited in the tomb when he entered Into machinations 
against his nephew and ceased not till he had imbrued 
his hands in murder This flagitious conduct did nut 
however pass unrev*engcd for Mukhdoom Aalum 
governor of HaJ) pore, raised the standards orrel?in*un 
and united hlm^lf in the bonds of friendship with the 
celebrated Shere Khan f who afterw^ards became cm 
]>eror of Hindoostan anJ who at that time was regent 
of Behar 

Mahmood Shah In order to punish hhere for the 
arsistance afTorded to (he rebel ordered Cuttub Khan 
governor of Mongeir to Invade Bchvr As the fofu:* 
of bhcre were inferior to those of Bengal Cuttub Khan 
flittered himself with an cas) conquesi he therefore 
rejected all overtures for peace and made a ijilritd 
attack on inc arm) of Behar But fortune did njt 
favour his wishes lie was shortly pierce 1 b) an arrow 
and fell from his elephant On seeing this accident hn 
acm> fl-d and the whole of his clcjihanls artlllcf) anl 
^ig, ape bceam^ the plu nder of his advc r»ttr > 

♦ Ft»f the b itoff of bbr/e J> *ft /f i i // <* / Jii >111 

r Ttc jrtar im Jici 10 the mjr^o « err o >»- 
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This defeat was a severe disappointment to the king 
of Bengal , he however assembled a more numerous 
army, the command of which he entrusted to Ibrahim 
Khan, the son of the unfortunate general 

At this time, an event occurred which flattered the 
vanity of the king of Bengal, and gave him every reason 
to hope for success Jellal, the young king of Behar, 
disgusted with the overbearing and insolent conduct of 
the regent Shere, fled from Behar, attended by a number 
of his followers, and took refuge in the Bengal camp, 
whence he sent orders to all his adherents to afford no 
manner of assistance to Shere 

This event having much diminished the force of the 
regent, he was obliged to shut himself in the fort of 
Behar , the fortifications of which were only ramparts 
composed of mud 

The Bengal army advanced, and surrounded the 
fort , but the Afghan troops of Shere defended the 
place with so much resolution, that, after a siege of 
several months, Ibrahim was obliged to apply to the 
king for a reinforcement. Previous however to its 
arrival, Shere, having made a sally from the fort, com- 
pletely defeated the Bengalese, slew their general, and 
seized on all their artillery and baggage, compelling the 
.young king Jellal to flee, and seek refuge at the court 
of Gour, This event occurred in the 

A. D 1535-6 

end of the year 942 

From this period may be dated the downfall of the 
empire of Bengal , for in the following year, 943, Shere 
Khan, having acquired possession of the strong fort- 
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nss of Chanar rendered himself completel} mas*er of 
all Bebar after which he advanced with a numerous 
arm> tou'ards Bengal The natural strength of the 
passes of Terriagurry and Sfcklygully dcla>ed the fate 
of Mahmood for a short pcnod but Shcre having sur 
mounted these difficulties, the king was compelicd to 
retreat to his capital 

bhcrc Immediately invested Gour but some impor 
tant affairs requiring his presence at Behar he left an 
arm> under the command ol his general Khuas Khan 
to carrj on the blockade. 

During tills period Malrmood sent various messen 
qers to the emperor Homayon to Implore his speed) 
assistance but several m-)nths havnng elapsed Hithout 
an) appcarcnce of the Mogul forces and provisions b 
coming vcf) scarce in the clt> Mahmood bhah cm 
barked on board a fail rvwing boat and was convejed 
to Hajvpore 

The cit) soon after cipituUlctl ami on the ijlh of 
^ ^ the month inthc)eflr pn 

was taken possev lonofb) the Afghan 
fjrcc^ whp plundered and put to dcatli n number of 

iinf rrrnfhn<» lnh^1nfni*r^ • 
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The king was so closely pursued by a party of 
Shore’s troops, that he was obliged to halt, and defend 
himself He was soon wounded , but his friends cover- 
ing his retreat, he was enabled to continue his flight, and 
arrived in the Moghul camp during the period that the 
emperor Homayon was besieging the fort of Chunar. 

Homayon, touched with the misfortunes of the royal 
fugitive, received him in the most gracious manner , and 
promised that, as soon as he had taken the fortress, he 
would proceed to Bengal, and reinstate him in his 
kingdom. 

Early in the year 945, the Emperor, having succeed- 
ed in taking the fort of Chunar, ad- 
^ vanced towards Bengal , and hearing 
that Shere Khan was busily employed in fortifying the 
strong passes of Terriagury and Sicklygully, the Banks 
of which are covered on one side by the rapid current 
of the GangeSj and on the other by lofty mountains, he 
sent forward a considerable force, under the command 
of Jehangire Cooly Beg, to clear the road , but this officer, 
upon his arrival at Teniagurry, found that, in addition 
to formidable entrenchments, he had to contend with a 
numerous army of Afghans, commanded by Jellal, the 
son of Shere Khan 

Not dispirited by such difflculties, Jehangire ma< 3 e 
an attack upon the entrenchments , but after losing a 
number of men, he was himself severely wounded, and 
compelled to retreat towards the main army. 

The Emperor, irritated at such unexpected opposi- 
tion, advanced hastily towards the passes, vowing ven- 
geance on the garrison , whilst Jellal Khan, alarmed at 
the approach of the Moghuls, abandoned the entrench- 

II 
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ment^ and in a puslllanfmoaa manner retreated uath 
the whole of hli army to join his father at Gour 

Mahmood the eipcllcd king of Bengal nhoaccom 
panled the army upon his arrival at Colgong having 
heard that the Afghans had murdered his two sons 
uho were taken prisoners on the capture of his capital 
was 50 afiected by the Intelligence that he died after i 
few day 3 illness 

The reign of this prince including the period of hii 
expulsion was fi^-e years. TTie Inscription on the 
mosque erected by him and still existing nt bnadulH 
pore * clearly ascertains that he was the son of 
Sultan Ala Addecn ilussein ^hah although s'*mo 
authors have expressed doubts of his origin With 
him terminated the line of independent kings of Bengal 
who ruled that country for two hundred and /bur 
stars for although scicral of the rulers of Gour 
aftcrss'ards assumed the talc 0/ king they were not 
masters of the whole of the province nor wis their 
right acknowledged h> their conicmp >rarics ami 
D 1(33 9. consequently they cannot be cond 
<lcrcd as absolute sovereigns Hus 
event occurred In xht year of the llcjira 
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The emperor Homayon, having secured the impor- 
A D 15389 passes which have been always 

' considered as the keys of Benga], 

continued his march to Gour , but Shere Khan, fear- 
ing to trust either to its fortifications^ or to the 
bravery of his own troops against the Moghulsj 
collected all the treasure and valuable effects belong- 
ing to the kings of Bengal,* and retreated, with the 
whole of his Afghans, by the way of Jarcund, or 
south-west range of mountains, to his native distnct 
of Sehsaram, where in a short time, by a bold and 
successful stratagem, he rendered himself master cf 
the impregnable and extensive fortress of Rhotas^ 
Upon the arrival of the Emperor at Gour, the 
gates were thrown open, and he was received by 
the inhabitants with every testimony of joy and 
satisfaction. Horaayon was also much gratified by 
his easy conquest of so valuable a province Orders 
were immediately issued for the Khutbeh to be 
read in all the mosques, proclaiming his accessions to 
the kingdom of Bengal he also directed the name 
of the city to he changed to Jemietabad (the city of 
Paradise), and, to commemorate the event, ordered a 
new coinage to be struck, bearing his own titles, and 
the new name of that city. 


* Faiia de Souza states the amount at sixty millions of ^old, 
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The Emperor w*as in fact so much infatualed by 
his new conquest, tJiat he spent three ver> important 
months in luxurious gratifications dunng winch 
time his enemies were strengthening themscl\*es in 
every quarter and Shcre Khan W'as even making pre 
parations to oppose his return 

Repeated intelligence of the machinations of his 
enemies at iengfh roused the Emperor from his ictharg> 
and although It u'as the height of the rainy season 
when the roads of Bengal were covered with vratcr 
and the rivers swollen by the torrents from the moun 
tains he perceived the absolute necessity of returning 
A, D 1517. He therefore In the >car 

94'0 appointed Jchanglrc Cool> Beg 
govxmor of Bengal vdth five thousand select Moghul 
cavalry to support his authont> and havdng with 
some difilcultj cro<<ed the Ganges proceeded b> 
easv stages towards the western part of his Empire 
The M ;ghul civalr) unaccustomed to the sultry 
weather of Bengal and exposed to constant rains 
and excessive fati^^uc became languid and perished 
in great numbers. Tlih circumstance added to the 
fcb^lliorv of the Lmperors brotlier^ emboldened Sliere 
Kliiii elated by his success against Rhons to con 
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possessing the means of ro crossing the Ganges, \^y 
which they might have taken another route. Such 
a state was ruinous to the Emperor's affairs , lie 
tliereforc readily accepted an overture made by Shere 
Khan, of sending an agent to settle terms of peace 
The pious dervcish Khcleel, preceptor to Shere, 
became the intermediator. \ treat)'’ was drawn out, 
by which Homayon resigned to Shere Khan the 
so\ereignty of Behar and Bengal, upon condition that 
he would no longer oppose his march, nor assist his 
enemies. This treaty having been duly ratified, much 
rejoicing took place in both camps, but especially 
among the Moghuls, who were exhausted by continual 
alarms, and anxious to return to their homes But 
the very night on which the treacherous Shere had 
sworn, by the Koran, not to injure the Moghuls, he 
suddenly attacked their camp, and, having taken them 
completely by surprise, slew many of them, and 
compelled the rest to flee in all directions 

The’Emperor, with a few of his friends, escaped 
by swimming their horses af-ross the Ganges , but 
A, D 1539 eight thousand Moghuls perished in 
the attempt. This memorable event 
occurred in the year 946. 
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rCRID ADDEEN SOOR SHERF SHAH* 

Ongno of Shcre— He proceed* to Agra— ^btAms tbe royal prarit 
of hi* painmony the dulrict* of Sehjaratn aad Tomlah — join* 
Mahmood Iciny of Qehar — Excite* MnhmOod*Jcaloo*lj' — En cr* 
tlie *er\nce of the emperor Baber— Returos to Beh-v and on 
Mahmood* death obuUns the administration of the {^Jvemnient— 
The youDR king Jellal tnipiaou* of Sbere* Intention*, fGes for 
I roteclioo to Bengal — Shere increase* hU power by marnage— 
Sobmiti to the authority of Mahmood oo condition of being 
lUo'iied to retam part of Behar and of assisting him against the 
ernpcroT HQaia)‘OQ — Betray* Mahmood by withdrawing hli forces 
prcvioui to the action- Refuse* to «i«Tendcf the fort of Chtroar to 
the h mperor— Take* the forire** of Rhotas by ■iraugem— Os<r 
throw* Uemayon, ani complete* the conqoett of B harand Bengal— 
Appoint* KmIZEr Khan govemoe of Bengal— Punmes, and tmal 
ly defeat* the Emperor— \*iuinc» the imperial title*— Retom* 
from \gra to Cfoor aod redort* the iocreaiing powrerofhUdcput) 
Khizlr KRAN—Sabdinde* Bengal into I rovmce*— HI* death 
ilararter andpablicwork*. 

Tiic orictnal name of Sherc na* 1 CTid Ilis father 

Husstin of the Soot Inbe of the Afghans of 1 oh 
a mouniainou* counlrj on the confine* of /ndn anti 
1 ersia, U hen Sultan Jtcloh placed Ids fool on the 
throne of the Indian empire the grandfather of Slicrc 
Ibrahim enme to Dchl) In <{ucst of mllltar) serWee. 
i he orlfjlnal scat ol the Xfplian* was Koh which In 
their lanpuapc aipnifics n moontnmoirt cotjntr> It c-< 

\s tl c Of tn aed rise of Sberc Shah ate detailed at coes der 
able length in il e M siory of lliedoostan it will to torse pef*A-i 
ik{rt ear uonecestary to hBv« irteriedit here andlhsldct rn ret 
tomtit Velas many of ih tea 1 r rf il i •ofk may r t 
I tie It IS tf e r (o«tr m refer io that Hi lory and may l-e an 
to trow iht ciig r f f o < let aled a r h iiaCtrr it i t pr J I** • ' 
i,e tral, its intiioc w II r-rt l< <crs deitd a* a *iik cf ii (<icfa 
K*t n, * 
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tended, they say, in length, from Ssvvad and Bijore, to 
the town of Sui m the dominions of Bukharast , and in 
breadth, from Hussin to Rabul. This tract, in its fertile 
valleys, contained many separate tribes , among the 
number of these was that of Soor, who derive them- 
selves from the princes of Ghor, whose family held the 
empire after the extinction of the race of Ghizne One 
of the sons of the Ghorian family, whose name was Mo- 
hammed Soor, having left his native cou^tr3^ placed 
himself among the Afghans of Roh, and was the father 
of the tribe of Soor, which was esteeemed the noblest 
among them. 

Ibrahim, the grandfather ofShere, arriving at Dehly 
engaged himself in the service of an Amyr of the court 
of Beloli When the empire fell to Sekunder the son of 
Beloli, the noble Jemmal, a Chief of high renown, was 
appointed governor of Joanpore , and he took Hussein, 
the son of Ibrahim, in his retinue. He found him a 
j^uth of parts, and favouied him so much that, in a 
short time, he gave him the districts of Sehsaram and 
Tonda, m jagier,* for which he was to maintain five 
hundred horse Hussein had eight sons Fend and 
Nizam of one mother, of a Patan family the other 
sons were born of slaves, 

Hussein had no great love for his wife, and he there- 
fore neglected her sons Fend, upon this, left his father’s 
house, and enlisted himself a^ soldier in the "service of 
Jemmal, the governor of Joanpore Hussein wrote to 
Jemmal upon this occasion, requesting him to send 
back his son, that he might be educated But all that 

Jemmal could say had no effect upon Fend Joanpore, 

■ * , 

#■*4 ^r^nt or tenure of lands for military or other services. 
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he said was a better place for Instruction than Sehsa 
ram and he afilnned that he \roald attend to 
letters of his own accord This he did o so much 
purpose that he soon could repeat the works of the 
celebrated poet Sadi and was besides a proficient 
in all the learning of the countr> He however 
cmplo) ed most of his time In history and poclr>, being 
supported by the Uberahty of JemmaJ 

After three or four years had elapsed Hussein 
came to Joanpore and by the mediation of fnends 
the fullier and son were reconciled Hussein ga\‘c 
berid the charge of his estate and remained himself 
at Joanpore berld when he took Icav-c of his father 
said “ That the stability of government depended 
on justice and that it would be his greatest care 
not to violate It cither b> oppressing the weak 
or permitting the strong to Infringe the laws with 
Impunity" When he arrived ot his japler he actual 
l> put this resolution in practice b> rendering justice 
to the poor and reducing to order such of his 
rcralndvrs as opposed his autborit} He by this 
means had his revenues punctually paid and his country 
well cultivated His reputation grew apace for all 
his actions discovered uncommon genius and resolution. 

Hussein coming to visit his estate was extremely 
well pleased wdUi the management of his son an<l there 
fore continued him In his oflice But the father had n 
favourite concubine by whom he had three sons boll 
man Ahmed and Mudda an<l the old man was cx 
trcmc1> femdorher She told him that now li'n- son 
Sfhman was grown up he dught to provide for hlrn 
Da> alter da) ihc continued to tcaie Hunan fur the 
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superintendency of the pergunnahs for Soliman. This 
gave the old amyr great concern, knowing the superior 
abilities of Fend, The son, hearing that the domestic 
peace of his father was destroyed, by the importunities 
of his favourite, made a voluntary resignation of his 
trust which was accordingly conferred upon Soliman, 
Fend, and his brother Nizam, set out immediately 
for Agra, and entered into the service of Dowlat, one 
of the principal omrahs of the emperor Ibrahim. Fend, 
by his good behaviour, soon insinuated himself into his 
master’s affection. Dowlat one day desired him to tell 
him what he was most desirous to obtain, offering to 
use his interest with the king in his favour. Fend 
replied, that, as his father was now in his dotage, and 
wholly guided by an artful mistress, who had 
depnved both him and his brother of their patri- 
monial inheritance, and had procured their estate 
for her own spurious offspring, if Dowlat would, theie- 
fce, by his interest at court, procure the royal grant of 
the estate in his name, he would promise to provide 
for his father, and maintain five hundred good horse 
for the service of the empire Dowlat accordingly 
preferred this request to the emperor Ibrahim, who 
replied, that he must be a bad man indeed who reviled 
and undermined the interest of his own father Dowlat 
retired in silence, and informed Fend of the answer 
he had received, but comforted him with a promise of 
taking another opportunity to urge his request In the 
mean time, the father of Fend died, and Dowlat ob- 
tained the emperor’s giant, with which the two brothers 
set out to Sehsayam with a grand retinue 

Soliman, upon the arrival of his brothers, quitted the 
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tountry pofogf off to Mohammed one of the Afghan 
famil> of Soor and hia relation who held the district 
of Chond and kept up a force of 1500 horse, to whom 
he complained of the behaviour of Fend Mohammed 
told him that Baber Inteodlng to Invade HIndooslan a 
warbet\\ecn that pnnee and the emperor Ibrahim was 
una\*oidable that therefore, If he should accompan) 
him when called to the impenal arm> he would cn 
deavour to get him redress. SoHman was too impatient 
to wait so long In suspense. Mohammed therefore sent 
*i person to Ferid to treat about a reconallatlon Fcrid 
replied that he was willing to gUe Ids brother a proper 
share of his fathers inheritance but that he must be 
excused from parting with an> of his p^wer repealing 
nt the same time, the old adage, that "Ttvo iwords 
could nc\ fr rest in one scabbard Sollman would not be 
satisfied without a share of the government and there 
fore nothing was settled between the brothers. Tills 
Irritated Mohammed so much that he resoUcU to com 
pel Pcrld to the measures which he himself had pro 
posed I crid being informed of this resolution began 
to provide fur Ills own iccuril) but news arriving of 
^ ^ the emperor Ibrahim* defeat and 

* death the nholc country was tliroivm 

Into confusion a. ii 93^ 

I end resolved not to lip Idle In the midil of the 
Iroublesuhicli ensued lie joined par Khan the on 
of Dina lyihanl who had sub'lucd Ih*fiar and assume! 
in'* ro> al dlgnit) under Ih" name ofSuItin Moharnmcil 
or MahmoosL A* that monirch was 
cf atrri' ! hii huntin'^ pirlv he rotiw l 

on enormous ll^cr nlilcli IcilJ Im 
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mediately attacked, and killed with one blow of hfs 
sabre. For this bold action, which done in Mahmood’s 
presence, he was honoured with the title of Shere 
Khan* Shere rose gradually to great influence 
and favour, in Mahmood's service He was even ap- 
pointed tutor to his son, Jellal He in the mean time, 
requested permission to go to his estate, and was de- 
tained there by business till long after his leave of 
absence had expired, Sultan Mahmood, dissatisfied with 
this behaviour, reproached him one day, in public, with 
the breach of promise , and Mohammed of the family of 
Soor, being present, took that opportunit}^ of accusing him 
of treasonable designs, and with favouring the interest 
of Mahmood the son of the emperor Sounder t 
The Sultan was by this means so incensed against him, 
that he intimated, at the time,' a design to deprive him 
of his estate, and to confer it upon his brother Soliman, 
as a just punishment for his offence, and the only thing 
that could bring him to a proper sense of his duty 

Sultan Mahmood, however, having a great esteem for 
Shere, against whom nothing was yet proved, laid aside 
the violent measure to which he was instigated by 
Mohammed He nevertheless, by way of alarming 
Shere, gave orders to his accuser to inquire into his 
father’s estate, and to make an equal division of it 

• Shere signifies a lion 

tThe accidental occurrece of three persons of the same name 
renders this part of the history a little obscure The first nas 
hlahmood Shah, king of Bengal The second, Sultan Mahmood, 
son of a famous general named Dina Lohani, iiho, in the revolu- 
tion occasioned by the invassion of Baber, seized upon the provin- 
ce of Behar The tijird V as of the royal Afghan family of Lody, 
and brothel of the last emperor of that dj nasty. 
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among all the brothers, Mohammed glad of this order 
sent one of his servants to Shere, to acqoamt him that his 
brothers, according to the kings commands were to 
ha\*c their proportionate dividends of the estate which 
he had hitherto so unjustly withheld from them, Shere 
returned for answer that Mohammed was verj much 
mistaken in this matter that there was no hereditary 
estates In India as In Ghor for that all the land b 
longed to the king which he disposed of at pleasure 
that as he himself had a personal grant of his estate, 
his brethren ere entirely out of the question that he, 
however had already consented to give to his brother 
Sohman a part of the money and moveables accord 
mg to lau 

When the messenger returned with this answer 
Mohammed who was then at Chond was enraged at so 
direct a refusal and raising all his forces sent them 
against Shere, under the command of ShadI his adopt 
cd slav*e accompanied by Shores brothers SoKman 
and ■\hmed Shadi s orders were to take possession of 
the country and to leave a force with Sollman to pro 
tect him (n the estate. This resolution being quicki) 
taken, Shere had not time to collect his people but upon 
tbc first alarm he wrote to one Milicck his deput> In 
the district of Khuaipore Tondah to harass the cnem) 
with what troops he had bnt to avoid an action till he 
joined him In person. Mallcck desirous of tl'^llngulsh 
In'*hlmsflf pave them bittle and lost his life and the 
vlctof) The unexpected disaster wc4kcncd Shere to 
much, that he was In no con lltion to oppose Mohan 
med he therefore abandoded the countr> and ilnl to 
Juncid Ulrlasj gav'crnqr of Currah and lantckpDfc on 
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the part of the emperor Baber. He made 
Birlass a handsome present, was taken into favour, 
and obtained a body of troops to recover his estates. 
With these he defeated Mohammed, who fled to 
the mountains of Rhotas , so that he not only pos- 
sessed himself of his own territory, but added several 
'bther districts to his jagier, which he now professed to 
bold of the Moghul emperor, Baber Having rewarded 
the Moghuls who had assisted him, he permitted them 
to return to their master He, at the same time, levied 
tioops, and was joined bj'- his former friends, who had 
fled to the hills, which rendered him, very formidable 
in those parts 

Shere, having thus established himself in his estate,, 
performed an act of genorosily, which, jf it vyas not in- 
tended to deceive the world, does him much honour 
He recalled his enemy Mohammed, who had fled , and 
put him in possession of his former estate This gener- 
ous treatment converted his greatest enemy into one 
of his best friends Shere, having settled his affairs, 
left his brother Nizam in charge of his district, and paid 
a visit to his benefactor, Juneid Birlass, at Currah 
Birlass was then going to Agra, and Shere resolved to 
accompany him thither He was, upon this occasion, 
introduced to the emperor Baber, and attended that 
prince in his expedition to Chinderi. 

After Shere had staid some time m the Moghul 
camp, and observed their manners and policy, he one 
day told a frienjd, that he thought it would be an eas/ 
matter to diive those foreigners out of Hindoostan. 
His fiiend asked him what reason he had to think so , 
Shere replied, ‘ That the emperor himself, though a 
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nTMi of great parts was but \'cry little acquainted 
with the p>lic> of llindoostan and that the minister 
wno held the reins of government would be too much 
biassed in favour of hts own interest to mind that of 
the public. That therefore if the Afghans who were 
now at enmity among themselves could be brought to / 
mutual concord the work was completed and 
should fortune ever favour him he imagined himself 
equal to the task howeverdifiiuult it might at present 
appear'’ llis friend burst out into a loud laugh and 
began to ridicule this vam opinion Shcrc a few da) s 
after had at the emperor s table some solid dishes set 
before him and onl> a spoon to cat with He called 
lor a knife but the servants had orders not to supply 
him with one bherc not to lose his dinner drew hl'i 
d »ki,er without ceremon> and cutting up his meat, 
made a hAft) meal without minding those who divxr 
ted tnemlvei at this odd behaviour U hen he had done, 
the cm[>-ror who had been remarking his manner 
turned to \m)r khalita and said This Afghan i 
not to be disconcerted with trifles and Is likely to be a 
pfcat man 

bhere perceiving b) these words that the emperor 
hid been mfjrincd of his private discourse with his 
fncnl n 1 the camp that nil ht nnd went to his own 
c laic He wrote from thence to hts benefactor Junciil 
lUrlass that as M hammed had prevailed on Sultan 
i lohammcd king of llcliar to send troops Rpainst his 
j fn-r he had In havl** left the cmiKTror « cainp with 
< ul wailitir ujKin him for leave. He b> this mcani 
«inuvv.<l Juield Ihfla picvcntc«l Ids chastiilnj him 
ai tLc Uiinz tunc made oji matters \ itb I 



SfeCT V] 


SHtRE SHAH. 


With whom he became a greater favourite than before. 

Sultan Mahmood of Behar, dying a short time 
after, was succeeded by his son Jellal, a minor. The 
young prince’s mother, the Sultana Dudu, acted as 
regent, and conferred the principal oflices in the 

, government upon Shere. The Sultana 

Shere becomes , ^ i 

regent of Behar clying soon after, the administration 

A. D 1533-4. fgjj ’wnolly into the hands of Shere. 
Mukhdoora Aalum,* the governor of Hajypore, on the 
part of Mahmood Shah, king of Bengal, being guilty of 
some misdemeanor, threw himself under Shore’s protec- 
tion. Mahmood, to revenge this insult, ordered Cuttub, 
governor of Mongier, with a great force against^ Behar. 
As the forces of Behar were inconsiderable m compari- 
son of those of Bengal, Shere made many overtures for* 
accommodating the differences, but to no effect. Finding 
no arguments could prevail but the sword, he resolved 
to stand the unequal encounter in which his superior 

skill and bravery acquired him a com- 

A D 1533-4. K 1 j 

plete victory. Cuttub was slain, and 

all his treasure, elephants, and camp equipage taken, 

which greatly advanced the political design of Shere. 

After this victory, the Chiefs of the Patan tribe of 
Lohani, the cousin of Jellal the young king of Behar, 
envying the fortune of Shere, formed a conspiracy to 
take away his life, Shere dicovered the plot,^nd taxed 
Jellal with It, who was indeed privy to it, being very 
jealous of the great influence of his mimste*'. He told 
the young prince on this occasion, that theie was no 
necessity for taking such a base method of getting 
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discnga^d from hia servant for that if he should but 
once si^]f> his inclination, he was read) to resign 
that go\ernmcnt which he had latcl) so successfully pro 
tected The prince cither suspecting his sincentv or 
being cquall> suspicions of the other omrahs would b) 
no means consent to his resignation. This so much 
disgusted the conspirators that they took every pos 
slble measure to make a breach between the prince and 
his minister Shere, finding that he bad no secunt> 
but in maintaining his power by the unlimited use he 
made of it, justly excited the prince s jealousy to such 
a jiitch that one night the prince accompanied b> Ins 
omrahs fled to M^hmood of Hcng^l, 
A D iS55-<^ implored his aid to expel Shere, 

who had usurped his throne • 

bherc by (his event became lord of ah Debar and 
grevv dail) more and more formidable. One Tajiv.ns 
at this time governor :>f the strong fort of Churlar, 
which h had held fjr himself ever since the death 
of Ibrahim Lod) emperor of Ilindoostan. His wife 
1 odl Mallekl who was barren jet for whom he 
had a \c"y great afTcction being envied by his other 
vivesb> whom he had children the) iniligalcd their 
Aons to make avv3> with her but one of the sons, who 
had uruiertaken the murder mused his blow and onI> 
inflicted a ihght wound Tajl alarmed b) her cries, 
canic to her a^'istnnee and drew liis sword to kill his 
sun The son rccin} no means of e cape assaulted his 
filler arwl slew him The sons of Tajl were )ct 
t -o young to he entrusted with the poverntnent 
jnJ ijxli lall'-ki drew the reins Intrj her own hand* 

It rc 4.0 of yjs^fcto^ Sliah p i 7 
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by her address among the Chiefs and Zemindarsi 
Shere, informed of these transactions, set a treaty of 
marriage on foot with Lodi Malleki, which was soon 
concluded. Shere by these means obtained possession 
of Chunar and the dependent districts, which was 
a great acquisition toiiis power, there being a consider- 
able treasure in the place 

Much about this time, Mahmood the son of the 
emperor Sekunder Lody, having embraced the pro- 
tection of Rana Sinka, by his assistance, and that 
of Hassen of Mewat, advanced against the emperor 
Baber, and was defeated at Janveh, Mahmood, flying 
to Chitot, was from thence invited by the Chiefs of 
the tribe of Lody, who were gathered together at 
Patna, and by them proclaimed king. He soon made 
himself master of all Behar. Shere, perceiving that 
he could not draw the omrahs over from Mahmood’s 
interest, and that he had not sufficient force to 
oppose him, submitted to his authority, and by that 
means saved a part of Behar, which the Sultan per- 
mitted him to retain. Mahmood told him, at the 
same time, that if he would effectually assist him 
in recovering Joan pore from the Moghuls, he, in return 
would make over the province of Behar to him , and 
a contract to that effect was drawn up and executed be- 
tween them. 

Shere, some time after, obtained leave to return to 
Sehsaram, to levy troops, and Mahmood, marching 
, with an army against the Moghuls, sent him orders to 
join. But as Shere delayed for some time, the Sultan 
persuaded by his omrahs that he was playing a loose 

12 
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game marched his arm> through Sheres estate, on 
h!s way to Joanpore. Shcre came out to meet him 
had an elegant entertainment provided for his recep- 
tion and then marched with him to Joanpore. The 
troops of the emperor Homayon quitted the province 
upon their approach, so that the Afghans, took possession 
■of the country as far as Lucknow 

Homayon lay at this Urac, before CalHngcr in 
Bundelcund and hearing of the progress of the 
Afghans, he marched against them. Mahmood having 
on this occasion gi\-cn a superior command to Bcln 
Baezid Sherc, who thought himself 111 used betrayed 
his master and wrote • pii\*ate letter, the night bt 
fore the action to Hindoo Beg one of the Moghul gene 
rals acquainting him “That he esteemed himself a 
“servant of Babers famll), to whom he owed his 
“adv*ancement , and that he would be the cause of 
“defeating the Afghans next da; “ HcdrcwolT his 
troops in the action which occasioned Mahmood* 
defeht, for which sendee he was greaU) favoured b) 
noraa>ort Mahmood after this defeat retreated to 
A D 1541. Talna retired from the world and 
In the >car 949 died at Orfsso. 

Homa>on after this victory returned to Agra 
and sent the noble Hindoo Beg to Sherc to demand 
possession of the fort of Cliunar bhcrc excused him 
self and obliged Hindoo Beg to retreat IIoma>*cm 
returned Immediately with his whole ann> to bcsierc 
Chunar and haWng Ins-estcd It he rccdvtti a letter 
from Shcre acquainting him “ThalTie esteemed him 
self one of the servants of the house of Dabcr from 
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“whom he first obtained a government , and that he 
"had evinced his fidelity, by having been the occasion 
“of the late victory, that therefore, if the king 
“would permit him to, retain the government of the 
“fort, he was willing to pay him the proper revenues 
“of the lands which he held ; and would send his son 
“Cuttub, with five hundred horse, to be maintained at 
“his own expence, in the emperor’s Service.” As, at this 
juncture, the affairs of Guzerat, by the conquests of 
Behadur, required the king’s presence, and .considering 
-also the strength of Chunar, Homayon consented to 
these terms , and accordingly, being joined by Cuttub, 
the son of Share, with five hundred horse, he 
marched towards Behadur. The king, however, 
had scarcely reached Guzerat, when Cuttub deser- 
ted with all his horse, and returned to his father, 
Shere immediately raised what forces he could, and 
reduced Behar. Not satisfied with his success, he pur- 
sued his fortune, and penetrated into the heart of 
Bengal, having fought with the omrahs of that country 
several sharp battles, before he could make himself 
master of the passes, which were defended a whole 
month. 

Mahmood of Bengal shut himself up in Gour, the 
capital, which Shere for a long time besieged. One of the 
-zemindars of B.ehar having raised a disturbance, he left 
Xhuas Khan to carry on the siege, and returned to 
Behar. Provisions becoming at length very scarce in 
^Gour, Mahmood fled in a boat to Hajypore , and Shere, 
having settled affairs in Behar, returned and pursued 
fhim. Mahmoqd being necessitated to give battle, was 
'defeated , and being wounded in the engagement, fled 
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hla kingdom which immediately fell into the hands of 
the conqueror • 

It has been before stated that on the advance of 
the emperor Homayon towards Gour Shere Khan had 
deemed it prudent to retire to hxs original patrimony 
at Sehsarara where he revolved fn his mind various 
schemes for possessing himself of the important fortre*i 
ofRhotas that he ought there lodge in security his 
famllv Daring the following year he ertcnded his domi 
and the immense wealth which he hadjbrought from Ben 
gal To take Rhotas by open force was an impossible 
Strataffem foe ta attempt It was therefore necessarj to 
Vine the fortrtii of deT,*ise some Stratagem by which sue 
cess might be hoped Shere, for this por 
pose, sent a message to Raja BerkU who was in posses 
Sion of this impregnable fortress and told him ** that 
“ as he himself uas going to attempt the reco\*eTy of 
Bengal he hoped that, from their former friendship 
♦•he would permit him to send his family and treasure 
•into the place, with a few attendants. " Berkis at first 
rejected this request but Shere sent an artful hrabas 
tador to him a second time with some handsome pres 
cnt< acquainting him “ that It was only for his women 
•and treasure he requested his princely protection 
•that should he be fortunate enough to conquer Ben 
“gal he would made proper acknowledgments for the 
• favour on bis return , but If he should lore his life in 
“the contest he rather chose that his famll) and wealth 
“should fall into the hands o! Berkis than into those 
"of the Moghuls his inveterate • enemies." Berkis sof 
•fering himself to be deluded b> hli avarice determined 
• S« ft fcO cf Mahnood, ps e l J- 
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when once in possession of the treasure, to keep it , and 
therefore consented to Shore’s request. The Afghan, 
having provided covered chairs,^ filled them all, except 
"two or three which were to go first, with armed men 
and arms. He at the same time filled five hundred 
money-bags with leaden bullets, and appointed some 
of his best soldiers ,to carry them, in the disguise of 
slaves, with sticks in their hands, who were intended 
in appearance to help to carry the treasure up the 
mountain The men who carried the close chairs were 
•Klisguised in the same manner. This train accordingly 
set out , and the first and second chair being examined 
at the gate, were found to contain only old women, so 
that further examination was neglected. The raja, in 
the mean time, was busy in counting the bags, which 
ihe now reckoned part of his own fortune. When the 
-chairs reached the house which the raja had appointed, 
'the wolves rushed out among the sheep, and began to 
dye the fold with their blood The porters used their 
staves, till they supplied themselves with arms from 
the chairs. They easily mastered the garrison, who 
were off their guard , and admitted Shere, who was en- 
camped at a small distance. Berkis, himself, with' a 
few followers, found means to escape into the woods, 
>by a private passage behind the fort. 

Thus fell one of the most impregnable fortresses in 
the world into the hands of Shere, together with much 
treasure, which' had been accumulating there for ages, 

Rhotas is built upon the level top of a mountain. 
The only entrance to it is a very narrow road, through 


* Somewhat similar to our sedan chairs they are called Doolies, 
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a steep ascent of two mfles from the foot of the hill to 
the ifates xv’falch are three m number one above another, 
defended by guns and rolling stones The square con 
tents of the fortified table land, on the top of the moun 
tain 15 more than ten miles In this space are contained 
tomis \nllages and com fields and water is found a feu 
lect from the surface. On one side runs the river Soane, 
under an Immense preapicc another nver in the same 
nianner passes close to the other side md both meet 
^ng a little below from the hill Into a triangular pcnln 
aula. There is a very deep valley on the third side, full 
of impervious woods which spread all over the moan 
tains, and render access that way next to Impossible. • 

Shere had now a secure retreat for his family and 
his fnends began to acquire fresh iplnis by this piece of 
success. Homayon In the ^ean time spent three 
months In luxunous pleasures In Cour the capital of 
Bengal He there received advices that his brother 
Prince Hlndal had revolted in his governments of Agra 
and Mewat that ho had pot to death Shallc Phoul the 

> man of consequence who would not break hisallc 
glance to the emperor and had coined money In hU 
own name. Homay on therefore left Jchanglrc Cooly 
Beg with fiv-c thousand horse. In Goar and retired 
towards Agra. 

By the cxccisi\‘c rains and bad roads the king a ca 
voIq and bcaifs of iiurthen perished In preat nomben 
on his march through fatigue and want of forape ‘Ihere 
who had now raised a numerous arm> entrenched 

* ij jirt the nc^fali hire ta-t poiiettieo ef it'C f>rt f 

cii ©as c/ ksTt 
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himself at Chowsar, on the banks of the river Currum- 
nassa, in a place by which the king must of necessity 
pass , and, by treachery, defeated him witli great slau- 
ghter, in the manner which we have already related.)^ 

Sherc Khan immediately assumed the royal insig- 

Shore oomplcios deeming it more 

his conquest of Be- advisable to establish himself firmly 
har and Bengal. kingdom of than to pur- 

sue the fugitive emperor, he marched directly towards 
Gour. In the vicinity of that city he was opposed by 
Jehangire Cooly Beg, the Moghul governor ; but the 
great superiority in numbers of the Afghans enabled 
them shortly to annihilate their adversaries and Shere, 
having taken possession of the city, was on the follow- 
ing day proclaimed sovereign of the united kingdoms 
of Bengal and Behar, under the title of Shere Shah. 

Shere continued in Gour till the end of the year 946, 

A D i5'’9 busily employed in forming arrange- 
ments for the good government of the 
country, and in recruiting and equipping his troops. At 
length, having assembled an army of 50,000 Afghans, 
he marched to attack the emperor. They met in the 

A I) 1540 vicinity of Cannouge, where, on the 
lOth of the month Mohurrem, 947, the 
empire of Hindoostan was again transferred from the 
Moghuls to the Afghans, by the total defeat of the un- 
fortunate Hymayon. 

When Shere Shah found it requisite to proceed 
against the emperor, he entrusted ^the goverment of 


*,See pp. 142-43 
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Bengal to a Chief named Khiter 

tK«0"> '’f®' ^ 

exates Sbere*i ambition which seems to torment 
jetioojy every Mohammedan bosom shortly 
after the departure of his patron united himself In 
marriage with a daughter of mahmood Shah the late 
king of Bengal By this connexion he conciliated a 
number of the dependents of the late dynart) and 
flattered by their attention ho assumed a degre e ofstate 
and consequence which soon aroused the jealousy and 
vigilance of Shere Shah who judging of the scnli 
ments of others by bis own conduct, thought It requisite 
to clip the wings of the ambition of his deputy be 
therefore, In the j car 948 relumed to 

advanced some days journey from the capital to meet 
him was seized, and all hb n’caltb con 5 scatcd. 

After this, Shere proceeded to Gour and subdivided 
the kingdom of Bengal Into several provinces, to each 
of which he nominated a distinct gover 
Hethcn nppointed Ctiy Fuylct 
ett- a person celebrated for his learning 

pollc) and pietj (0 superintend the whole to preserve 
unanimity amongst uie governors, and to report to him 
on their conduct HtWng thus settled the aflalrs of 
Bengal to hb own satisfaction Shere Shah returned at 
the end of the j*ear 5^8, to Agra, 

The prudent measures established by this monarch 
kept Bengal In a state of tranquility and happiness 
during the remainder of bb life, which sras terminated by 
the explosion of a shell, as he was bcsleglog the fort of 
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Shere’s death, 
A. D. 1545 


of CalHnger in Bundelcund, on the' 
I2th on the month Rubby-al-Avul, 
A. H. 952. He spent fifteen years 


in a military life before he mounted the throne , and he 


sat upon the musnud five years, as emperor of 


Hindoostan. 


The character of Shere is almost equally divided 
between virtue and vice. Public justice prevailed in the 
Kingdom, while private acts of treachery dishonoured 
the hands of the king. He seemed to have made breach 
of faith a royal property, which he would by no means 
permit bis subjects to share with him. We ought, per- 
haps, to ascribe this vice to the ambition of Shere. Had 
he been born to the throne, he might have been just, 
as he was valient and politic in war . had he confined 
his mind to his estate, he might have merited the 
character of a virtuous chief , but his greatness of mind 
made him look up to the empire, and he cared not by 
what steps he was to ascend. 


Shere left many monuments of his magnificene be- 
diind him. From Sonargaum, in Bengal, to that branch 
of the Indus called the Nilab, which is fifteen hundred 
cosSjitt he built caravanserais at every stage, and dug a 
well at the end of every coss. Besides, he raised many/ 
magnificent mosques for the worship of God on the 
highway, wherein he appointed readers of the Koran, 
and priests. He ordered, that at every stage, all travel- 
lers, without distinction of country or religion, should 
be entertained, according to their quality, at the public 
expence. He at the same time planted rows of fruit- 


• About three thousand of our miles. 



x 64 inSTOR\ OFBENC\L. [SECT \ 

trees along the roads to preserve travellers from the 
scorching heat of the wn as well as to gratif} thdr 
taste. Horse-posts were placed at proper distances for 
forwarding quick Intelligence to govemraenL and for the 
advantage of trade and correspondence this establish 
ment was new In India. Such was the public security 
dunng his reign that travellers and merchants throwing 
down their goods went without fear to sleep on the 
highwa} 

It IS said that Shere bang told his beard grew 
white, replied, “ It tras true that he bad obtained the 
empire towards the evening " He divided his time 
Into four equal parts —one he appropriated to the dis 
tributlon of public justice one to the regulations of his 
arm) one to worship and the remainder to rest and 
recreation. He was buned at Sehsaram hU original 
estate, In a magnificent sepulchre which he had built In 
the middle of a great reservoir of water • 


• Thw fine raonometit of the magnificeoco of Shere iiiU re 
n>HD» entire. The Ukc, wbich lorrotimlj it ii oot morb 

Ini than a mile la drcamiereoce 

The foUowiny ii a poetical dctcrlptioo of it 

** From midjt a limpid pool, loperbl/ hlcb. 

The nuiijr dome ebtrodet Into tbe fly 
Upon the baalti taore hwnWe tombi aboond. 

Of faithfjl lerran**, who their chiefi •nrrmtnJ 
The monarth itiB aecmi craadenr to d 
And eta ia death tnunta ni pre-em neir^ * 

/fr /40 4/1/ j 7 
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Soon after the succession of Selim Shah, the second 
son of Shere Shah, to the throne of Dehly, he had tlie 
weakness to abrogate the prudential system of his 
father , and appointed one of his relations, named 
Mohammed Khan, to the general goverment of Bengal. 
This Chief is said to have ruled with strict justice and 
great propriety during the whole of 
the reign of Selim , but when, in the 

year 960, the abandoned Mohammed Adil^ had seized 
the throne, the Governor of Bengal, deeming himself 
absolved from any allegiance to the murderer of the 
son of his patron, disclaimed the imperial authority, 
and ordered the coin to be stampt in his own name. 

During the following year, he extended his domi- 
nions by taking possession of some of 
the districts of Joanpore , but, in the 
year 962, having advanced at the head of a numerous 
army to Choppergotta near Calpie, he there met his 
death, in an engagement with Himu, the vizier of the 
emperor Mohammed Adil. 


A D. 1555. 


BEHADUR SHAH. 

After the defeat at Choppergotta, the troops of 
Bengal retreated to the village of Joosy, in the vicinity 
of what is now the^ort of Allahabad , where the Afghan 


* See History of Hmdoostan, A. D 1552. 
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Chiefs raised to the throne Khizer KJian, the son of 
the deceased Ung^under the title of Behadnr Shah. 
Although this pnnee was anxious to a\*cnge the death 
of bis father he deemed it more prudent to return to 
Bengal and, having anang»^ the affairs of that provin 
ce, to wait a more favourable opportunity to contend 
for the empire of Dehl> 

Upon the arrival of Behadnr Sbahat Gour, he found 
that a Chief, named Shabaz Khan had, upon IntclH 
gence of the defeat of the Bengal arm) taken posses 
slon of that city in the name of the emperor Mohammed 
Adik The usurper was ho w ev er shortly abandoned by 
bis own troops, seized, and put to death 

After this ci,*cnt, Behador Shah cfnplo>ed himself 


A, D 1556. recruiting his army and in the 
following ^'car 963 marched to meet 
the emperor Mohammed AdiL The contending armies 
met In the \’ianlly of Mongicr and after a hard fought 
battle the emperor was slain and bis arm) totall) 
routed. This \Ictory gave to Behadur Shah thcab- 


fL D 15601 


solute sovcTcIgnt) of Bengal and part 
of Bchar He Is said to have ruled 


these temtories with reputation for six ) ears and died 
.at Gour In the ) car 968 


JELLAI ADDEFS 

BritVDur SitMT d)Ingwitbout chtldrcn wii kuc 
\. I> ly' 1- b) hh brother Jcllal Khtn, 

who at the end of tliree)'tars (ku in 
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971) also died at Gour, and was succeeded by his sou, , 
a youth, who soon after fell by the hands of an assassin 
named Ghyas Addeen, who for a short time usurjied 
the government, 


SOLIMAN SHAH KERANY 


Soliman Kerany takes possession of Bengal, but allows his 
brother, Taj Khan, to act as his deputy — Proceeds to Bengal on. 
the death of his brother, andf removes, the seat of government 
from Gour to Tondah — Sends presents to the emperor Akbar— 
Invests the fort of Rhotas, the governor of which obtains the 
assistance of the emperor, whose army causes Soliman to raise 
the siege — Invades Onssa, and basely assassinates Sultan Ibra- 
him — By politic conduct he subsequently enjoys a peaceable 
reign, and dies much regretted by his subjects j 

The Afghan tribe of Kerany had been peculiary 
distinguished by Shere Shah and his son Selim, who 
conferred on them handsome estates in Bouj'epore and 
the vicinity of Khuaspore Tondah. Soliman’s elder 
brother, Taj Khan Kerany, was governor of Sumbul 
during the reign of the emperor Selim Shah , but, on 
going to pay his respects at the court of Mohammed 
Adil, he was so disgusted with the conduct of that in- 
famous monarch and his Vizier,* that he resolved to 
abandon the service of so unworthy a master, and re- 
tire to his paternal estates. In his progress towards 


•See History of Hindoostan, A. D, 1552. 
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Boojepore, he seized a hundred elephants belonpng to 
tfte emperor and a large sam of the public monej the 
former he distributed am^^ngst his brethren and re- 
lations, and the latter he disbursed m raising troops to 
oppose Himo, the Imperial Vizier who came in pursuit 
of him They fought in the vicinity of Chunar but, 
although the Kcrany tribe were worsted they retired 
-with thdr wealth and plonder to Boujepore and the 
imperial army being compelled to march against a 
more powerful enemy, they ramalned unmolested 

Sollman Keran> the second brother, \rai appointed 
by Selim Shah to the government of Behar , and a,^n 
the death ot that monarch not only lefused to acknow 
ledge the authority of his successor but stimulated 
his brother Taj Khan also to quit the Imperial semce, 
and to join him with his adherents. The consequence 
of bis advice has been already related. 


When m the >caf 962 the emperor Mohammed 
Add advanced Into Behar, Soliman 

A. D 1555 

joined his troops to those of the king 
of Bengal and contributed much to the ilctorj gained 
over the Irapcnal arras In the vlclnlt> of Mangier He 
continued on good terms with Behadur Shah and his 
brother JcUal Addcen but when the ton of the latter 
was assassinated b) Gbyas Addecn he dcUchcdawcll 
appointed arm>, under the command of his brolher 
Taj Khan Kerany to take posscislon of Bengal This 
measure having been cfTcclcd with hlllc opposition he 
allowed his brother to retain the government as Id' 
deputy donng his life, which however only lasted ore 
year 
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On the decease of Taj Kahn in the year 972, Solima/a 

A. D 1564-5 proceeded to Bengal , but conceiving; 
Sohman Shah from the number of kings who had died 

“apual either an unhealthy 

or an unlucky place, h’e made Tondah, 
or Tonra, the capital of his dominions.^ ' 


Soon after Sohman had taken possession of Bengal, 
-he despatched an intelligent agent with many valuable 
presents to the court of the emperor Akbar,f with assur- 
ances of his great respect and attachment, wjiich conduct 
highly gratified and flattered the emperor, and contribu- 
ted to the ease and comfort of the inhabitants of Bengal 
who were at that period very apprehensive of a visit 
from the imperial arms. 

Soliman having rendered himself completely master 
of all Bengal and Behar, excepting the strong fort of 
A D 1565 -6 I^hotas, marched with a numerous army 
in the year 973, and invested that fort- 
jress. The siege had continued nearly six months, 

*The following is the account given of Tondah in Major Rennell's 
Memoir ‘ ‘ Tondah, Tanra, or Tarrab, is situated very near the site 
of Gour, on the road leading from it to Rajemahel There is little re- 
anaining of this place, save the rampart jnor do we know for certain 
when It was deserted ” It is sometimes called Khuaspore Tondah, 
from the onginal name of the district in which it was situated.* 

This account is not so correct as that generally furnished by 
Major Rennell , as Tondah is certainly separated from Gour by the 
Bagamutty river, which Mr Wilford supposes was the old bed of 
the Ganges See Astatic Researches, 8vo. edit Vol. v pp 257. 
272, 277 

t Akbar ascended the throne in the month of January 1556. 

♦See Ayeen Akberry, Vol. n p, 177. 
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when the emperor Akbar arriWng at Joanpore, Fotteh 
Khan the go\*ernor of Rbotai implored his assistance 
promising to deliver up the keys of the gamson to any 
of his Majesty’s ser\-ant3 who might be sent for that 
purpose. Akbar anxioos to get possession of so impor 
tant a place, immediately sent off a chosen detachment of 
Moghuls to raise the siege. In the mean time, the king 
of Bengal fearful of encountering the Imperial arms 
retreated to his own coantf> and the emperor desirous 
to prevent his aiding the rebellious Usbw Chlels sent 
an ambassador named Mohammed Khan Selstany, to 
cultivate hb friendship. The emperor at the same 
period sent an arabassadoj* to the Raja of Orissa, to 
form a treaty with him and to desire should Sollroan 
join the rebels, that the Raja irould Immediately In 
^de Bengal and depend upon him for support and 
assistance. 

In the jear 975 the emperor being engaged In 
A D 1567-8 western provinces Sollman invad 

ed Onssa. and shortly subdued that 
pro\nncc. But this conquest tvas stained by an act of 
the grossest treachery for having Invited to a confer 
ence Sultan Ibrahim who for a short period had been 
emperor of Dchl> and after various misfortunes had ac 
quired an cstablbhmcnt In that country, he basel> 
assassinated him.* 

Soliman having left a depot) to goitm Orissa 
returned In 976 to his capital In 
A-D following )’car he Inx’aded and 

plundered the district of Coocb Bchar but was recallcti 


•See II cf llusdooitafi \ok L p. 177 
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from thence, by intelligence that the people of 
Orissa had risen and driven away his governor Upon 
his return to Tondah, he detached a force to recover hia 
authority in Orissa , and having effected this point, 
he afrerwards limited his ambition to the security and 
improvement of his dominions. 

Although Sohman insisted upon his com tiers ad- 
dressing him by the title of “ Your Majesty,” he never 
assumed the umbrella, or other insignia of royalty , 
and as he continued from time to time to send presents 
to the emperor Akbar, and affected to hold his domini- 
ons of that monarch, he, by this politic conduct, enjoyed 
A- D 1573 ^ quiet and peaceable reign, and died 

at his new capital in the year 981, 
much regretted by his subjects, and highly respected 
by all his contemporaries. 


DAOOD KHAN 


Daood Khan tajamw iadep-ndencc, and p<weeds lo hostilities 
pnth the empererr Akbar— Treaty concluded, with mhlch Daood u 
diiutiihcd and pats bis general to dcatb—aiege of Pataa—II <jy 
pore taken by assault— Daood putillanimoiuly dies from latoa 
and Its gaimoa is desuojred- Retreats with his treasure to Onsia 
- Partial success of the Afhh-ans— Da soJ canceatfues bis forces 
Gt Cutuck- After a hard foaght battle retreats to the fort of 
Lutiack — Throws himi If on the emperor's detnency— Swears 
alletiaoce, and obtains the province of Orissa— Monalm Khin 
removes the scat of gOTernmcni from Tondah to Coot— Dreadfal 
leitilence at Cour— Daood on the death of XIoaaim Khan raises 
an army of /\fi,hvis and recovers Deogd— Made prisoner and 
put to death, Coodosioo of the Af*han< (commonly called 1 atao) 
sovereignty 

Uton the death of Solimnn Kcran> hU eldest wt 
Ita\czld assumed the reins of government but the 
\i^,han Chiefs bcin^ dissatisfied with him In ■ fe-** 
months put him to death nnd nused to the throne 
Diood Khan the second son 

This prince who was addicted to wine and bad 
company forsook llic prudent measures of hli father 
arid assuming all the insignia of royally orderrd 
the Khullch* to be proclnlmed in his own narr 
llifougli all the lowni of Ilengal and Ilehar and dircdrl 
j IhcCfin to be stami>ctl with his ovn 
till'* thus c jmplctrly idling at dr 
an ^ in'* nutlir fit\ of t ic emperor \kbaf 

Sioftiv after Da-wJ f han s ttucce bn h** ini;!^ ^,1 

\ r a r f the tr n muna h 1 1 i I i i j t <-t 
ir*r r 


•nt »ctci 
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the public treasure, which he found to be immense 
He also ordered a general muster to be taken of his 
army and war establishment, which is said to have con- 
sisted of 40,000 well-mounted cavalry , 140,000 infantry 

„ j , of different descriptions , 20,000 pieces 
Daood proceeds ^ 

to hostilities with of cannon of various calibres , 3,600 
elephants , and several hundred war- 
boats. With such a force he thought 
himself equal to contend with the emperor Akbar, and, 
upon some slight pretence, ordered a force to march 
into the Moghul territories, and to take possession of 
the fort of Zemanieh, situated on the southern bank of 
the Ganges, a little above Ghazypore, which a few years 
before had been erected by Khan Zeman, the imperial 
captain-general, as a frontier garrison. 

When intelligence of this event reached the emperor, 
who was at that time in Guzerat, he determined upon 
annexing BengdI to the imperial dominions, and sent 
immediate orders to Monaim Kh^an, bis general com- 
manding m the province of Joanpur, to assemble an 
army and invade Behar. This mandate was quickly 
•carried into execution, and a powerful Moghul army 
advanced to the vicinity of Patna. There they were 
opposed by Lody Khan , the generalissimo and prime- 
minister of Daood Khan , and after some skirmishing, 
a truce was concluded , the articles of which were, that, 
upon condition of the Moghuls retiring from Behar, the 
king of Bengal should pay the sum of two lacs (20G coo), 
•of rupees, m ready money, to the imperial treasury, 
and should present the emperor with silks, muslins, and 
other productions’of Bengal, to the amount of 100, ooo 
rupees more. 
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Daood Khan when freed from the apprehension of 
the inv'ading foe, affected to find fault wdth Lodv Khan « 
conduct !n this transaction and shortly after his return 
imprisoned him confiscated ail his wealth and put him 
*to death 

The emperor Akbar was also displeased with his 
general for granting such easy terms to the cnemj and 
appointed Raja Toderraul to supersede him in the com 
mand of the troops destined to the conquest of Bengal 
In the mean time, Monaim Khan the Moghul general 
informed of the conduct of the ling of Bengal and of 
the displeasure of the emperor returned 
with rapid strides to Patna and laid 
* siege in the carl) part of the >*car 

982 to that citt 

Daood Khan after a slight attempt to repulse 
the cnemj took oo^t with some of his most select 
troops mthin the fortificntions and by his example 
and p-eeept, stimulated llw garnson to defend them 
sebes to the last extrcmlt> in short after bcsiermiT 
the city of Patna for several months the Moghul 
gene al was obliged to wait the arnv'al of the emperor 
r^ho having proceeded b> water from Agra arriv-cd 
with a nunyroas arm) in the vfemity of Patna on 
th“ i6th of the month Rubby Aswn) 9.S3 and 
on the following di\ after reconnoitring the f* rt 
from a loft\ mound called /*m»r;^/rtrrr {or the 
HilU), gax-e orders for its closer Inrcstlturc. 

The emperor having obtained Int-lllpmcc that 
th" !»~« recciveil constant suppli"'* of pnnddont 
ff-^m H«j\pf>re situafetl on the oppbvlfc bank of tfy 
ti j i'-rt M cho>*m dc achcj'-pt of jetx) m r 
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furnished with scaling ladders, &c. under the command 
of Khan Alum, to attack that fortress , and Raja 
Gujetv, a zemindar of that district, who had under 
his command a number of spearmen and irregular 
cavalry, and who had offered his services to the 
emperor, was directed to co-operate with the Moghul 
general 

The attack was made in the most spirited manner 
and was observed by the emperor, by the means 
of a telescope, from a battery on the bark of the 
riv°r, but as Futteh Khan, the governor of Hajypore, 
defended himself with great resolution, the imperial 
troops were, nearly exhausted, when the emperor 
despatched three large boats, filled with volunteers, 
to their assistance Upon the arrival of this reinforce- 
ment, the Moghuls renewed their attack , and, 
after killing the governor and the greater part of the 
garrison, carried the place. 

Khan Alum, having succeeded in his enterprise, 
ordered the heads of the governor and of all the 
slam to be put on board a boat, and sent to the 
emperor ; who immediately forwarded them to Daood 
Khan, with an insinuation, that such shortly would 
be his fate, unless lie submitted to the imperial arms. 
Daood Khan, who was naturally of a timid disposi- 
tion, was so much affected by the sight of the heads 
of his brave troops, that he resolved to abandon 
Patna, and take refuge in Bengal He, in consequence, 
■embarked all his treasure and valuables, and in the 

A TA middle of the night of the zrst of 

R^bby Assany, a. h 982, made his 
escape by means of quick-rowing boats. 
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The gamson which consisted of abo\*c 20poo 
men finding thcro»cl\*es abandoned by their king 
fled in all diiection* and the roads were socrowd 
eel with horses carriages and elephants that great 
numbers of the lower orders were trampled to death 
To complete their misfortunes, the bridge o\-cr the 
n\cr Poonpoon broke down , which ga\'e the Moghul 
cavalry an opportanlty of coming up with the hind 
most of them and left them only the option of being 
hewn to pieces by the swords of thdr enemies or of 
being drowned In the nver 

The Moghuls pursued the remainder of the fugl 
ti\c5 as far as Derriapori^ nearly [fifty miles from 
I atna and sclr*^! upon 400 elephants and many other 
valuable articles. 

The emperor remained six days at Derrlapore 
and previous to his leaving It to return to Agn», appoint 
td Monalm Khan who also bore the lofty title tf 
Khan Khanan (lord of lords) to the government of Peliar 
arriPerpal and In addition to the troops which that 
1 obleman had prcvioo^lv with him he ordered 10000 
chrxen cavalry under the command of Rvja Todermul 
to join him He also presented him with all the l-oat 
and stores which were brought from Agra and mdcfc<l 
him to pursue and extirpate Daood Khan ard LI* 
adherents from those province^ 

Up<»n the arrlvnl of Daood Khan at thcpsMcf 
‘^cfnagurry he ^topi to examine the state oflLefirt* 
fcatirps with wlnchhcwas so well contended that 
he told the garrison he depcntled upon their stnppT-’ 
the pfcgfci* of Ills enemies for a yc;fr art! that at a*l 
tvtt is I c exj tcUd tUy wtuld [deftrd ll tfi.iebcv t 
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the last extremity : after which he proceeded with a » 
niore tranquil mind to Tondah, his capital. 

The hopes of the king were, however, much dis- 
appointed , for on the approach of the imperial general, 
the Afghans, terrified by the horrid example made of 
the garrison of Hajypore, could not be brought to stand 
the assault, but shamefully took to flight ; and Monaim 
Khan obtained possession of that important pass, the 
key of Bengal, without the loss of a man 

When intelligence of this unexpected event reached 
Daood Khan, despairing of being able to contend with 
his adversaries, he loaded his treasure and valuable 
effects upon elephants, and took the route of Orissa 

Monaim Khan, not aware of the intentions of the 
king of Bengal, proceeded towards Tondah with much 
circumspection but when his spies informed him that 
Daood Khan had again retreated, he advanced rapidly 
with his cavalry, and on the 4th of Jummad Assany 

A D 1574 month), 982, took possession 

of the capital of Bengal without 

opposition. 

Some days after this event, the imperial general 
despatched Raja Todermul, with a well-appointed 
army, in pursuit of the fugitive king , and at the same 
^ time detached Mujenun Khan Kakeshelan with a con- 
siderable force, to take possession of Ghoragot, the 
jagier or estate of Soliman Mungely, an Afghan Chief 
of considerable consequence. But this measure was 
not so easily effected , for the Afghans, fighting in 
defence of their property and families, behaved with 
great courage, and slew a multitude of tlieir enemies. 
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At length ox'crp'iarered by nurnb^ they were 
nearly all extirpated, and their wvcs and children made 
captives. 

Mujenun khan confiscated all the Afghan estates 
and divided them amongst his own dependents of the 
tnbe of Kakeahelan but encouraged his soldiers to 
unite themselves in marriage tilth the Afghan females 
and took for his son the daughter of boliman Mungcl) 
the deceased Chief 

The Raja Todermul having advanced to Medarun 
(Dheerbhoom), there received intelligence that Daood 
Khan had halted at Ryn K -san and Instead of contI 
nuing his retreat w'as collecting his dispersed troop* 
with an intention of again op|>osing the Impcful arms. 
This news compelled the Raja to halt, and to send ofi 
an express to Monaim khan at Tondih. The imperial 
governor Immcdutel) on rcc»*uing this unexpected 
intelligence detached a second armj under the com 
mand of Mahmo'jd Cool> Khan to the assistance of 
the Raja tvho nflcr the arnv'al of the reinforcement 
proceeded toGualior flitch was twenty miles from R>n 
Kesar> He thera learned that Joneid a cousin ofthc 
king of n-ngal who was celebrated for his courage and 
intrcpidit) had arrived witli a number of his followers 
at that place on his waj to join the king The Rija 
setting too little consequence on his cnem} orderni 
tno brigades under the command of Abul Coss«m lo 
ailicL Joncid but the> were rcpulicd with much dn 
grace and slaughter and the Kaji wav compellc<l li> 
march with all hiv firccto Ihclr o-ihtancc. The 
Afj,hani unab'c tooppo.c such a nainbr of cncrtiKx 
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dispersed themselves in the woods, and on the follow ‘ 
mgr day effected their junction with the king. 

Immediately after this event, the pusillanimous 
aooJ Khan again retreated , and the Moghul Chiefs 
advanced to Midnapore, a town which has since 
given Its name to the district formerly called Jellasir 
t this place the imperial army halted for some 
ays, during which time Mohammed Cooly Khan 
died , and dissentions breaking out immediately after 
amongst the Moghul Chiefs, the Raja Todermul, who 
as m fact an alien amongst them, and was alwaj^s 
u lous of his own authority, having called a coun- 
of the principal officers of the army, determined 
to return to Burdwan, and there to wait for further 
instructions from the governor-general 

When this disagreeable intelligence was communi- 
cated to^ Monaim Khan, he ordered a second reinforce- 
ment, under the command of some celebrated officers, 
to join the Raja, and made preparations to follow 
with all the Moghul forces that could possibly be 
spared from the defence and protection of the newly- 
conquered dominions 

The Raja, having been Joined by the confederate 
forces, again advanced to Midnapore, and thence to 
u tore At the latter place he received informa- 
tion that the king of Bengal had retired with the 
whole of his forces to Cuttack Benaras, where he 

was resolved to defend himself to the last extre- 
mity. 


This event caused the 
wait the junction of the 


Raja again to halt, and 
governor-general, who, 
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proceeding from Tondah b> rapid marches, shortly 
united his forces with those of the Raja and the 
nhole of the imperial army then adv'anced touards 
Cuttack 

On the 3oth of the month Z>kad (iitb month) 

A. D IS 7 Moghuls came in sight of 

the Afghan camp, which was coxered 
in front by strong entrenchments , but as Daood 
Khan had resolved to risk the fate of another battle 
lie drew out his army In front of the camp and waited 
xMth great determination the attack of the enem> The 
numbers on both sides were nearly equal but the 
Afghans had two hundred furious elephants placed along 
their line, by whose strength they hoped to break 
through the sqadrons of their opponents and to clear a 
road for the more actlxe operations of their cax’alrj 

On the other side, Monalm Khan had brought with 
him a number of svdvels and small guns mounted upon 
carriages much more dreadful in their effect than the 
charge of the huge animals. 

This battle was contended with greater obsllnac) 
than had o’er occurred between the txvo nations for 
although the guns succeeded In putting the elephants to 
the route, and driving them back on their own line >ct 
the Afghan cav'air) chaiged with such resolution that 
the Moghul line was thrown Into great confusion their 
comioander In-chicf was wounded and his horse bccom 
ing unmansgcabie, he narrowl) escaped being capturet! 

At legth Gujer Khan* and several of the b^'t 

ThcTe if a iraditifra th*i one of the Af han empermf coboI 
all li 1 rounir)men m llimtoofUn j in ct>rut]ben«e of »bkli evrxjr 
(/tricrfi of thii DStien no*’ isiomcs the title of khan (Lonl^ 
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Afghan officers having fallen, Daood Khan was alarmed*, 
and fled to the fort of Cuttack, leaving his camp to be 
plundered by the enemy. 

The Moghuls, although victors, had suffered so much 
in this engagement, that they did not pursue the fugi- 
tives, but halted five days on the field of battle, to bury 
tfiieir dead, and to arrange plans for sending away their 
wounded They afterwards proceeded, bv easy stages, 
till they reached the banks of the Mahanuddy, one 
mile from Cuttack, where they encamped, and com- 
menced making preparations for the siege of the fort. 

Daood Khan, now driven to the extremity of his 
dominions, and aware that Cuttack was his last stake, 
was much alarmed for the consequence , and, by the ad- 
vice of his counsellors, resolved to throw himself upon 
the clemency of the victors He therefore sent an am- 
bassadqr to the imperial general, who represented that 
it was contrary to every principal of religion for the 
followers of Mohammed to extirpate their brethern , 
and that it would well accord with the emperor’s liber- 
ality, to allow his master to retain a small portion of 
his former dominions, in which he and his adherents 
might pass their lives in peace and quietness, and be 
numbered amongst the imperial servants 

The eloquence of the ambassador, and the justness 
of his representation, together with a wish of termina- 
ting the war, induced Monaim Khan to accede to the 
proposal , and he agreed, that if Daood Khan would in 
person make the request, he would comply with his 
w'lshes, and strongly recommend his case to the con- 
sideration of the emperor. 
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On the following day, Daood Khan attended by 
5ev*eral of hii Chlef5 left the fort and n-aa reccl\*ed In 
the Moghul camp with evcr> mark of reapect and attcn 
tjon. The troops were drawn out to salute him and 
all the Chiefs seated according to thrir rank In the 
tent of audience, waited his approach When he arrived 
at the bounds of the camp he was met by 5e\*cral ofH 
cers and as he approached the place of Inters few 
Monaira Khan advanced a considerable distance to 
embrace him 

Daood Khan was highly gnlified b> the^e marks 
of kindness and unbuckling his sword gaxt It to the 
general saying *'as my opposition has been the cause 
“of such a friend being wounded I hencef*’ rward relln 
“qulsh the title of a soidier" Monaim Khan took his 
hand and led him to the scat of honour After a short 
time an elegant entertainment was brought m and 
the king having feasted the subject of the treat) wn 
introduced 

The king swore b> every thing that was sacred if 
the emp*ror would make a proper 

Danod Khan 

fwean flllr>,iancc pronsion for him he irouln continue 
In the etnpertjT during his life one of hii most faithful 
subjects and would nc\er in an) manner aid or nbet 
hu enemies. This declaration haWng been committal 
to writing was signed and scaled b> the king aftrr 
which th- general ros- from his s-at and preienlin^ 
him u^th a nch and \aloablc s imitar said “as )ou arc 
“now boromc one of th** •'•rvanis of the Illuitrioui 
“emperor of Mlndoos an In his nam***! prciml )ou 
“with this iirjrd which I rajjcit you tt'ill uf^’lnhli 
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“service and defence and in order that 3'cu may wear 
“it with proper dignity and effect, I bestow on you, m 
“his Majesty’s name, the province of Oiissa in free 
“gift , not doubting but that you will henceforward 
“prove yourself a faithful and loyal subject ’’ 

After this conversation, many costly presents were 
brought in by the attendants, and laid before the king , 
who having signified his acceptance in the usual 
manner, took Ins leave, and was attended to the bounds 
of the camp with the same ceremonies as he entered it 
Monaim Khan, being anxious to return to the seat 
of government, marched on the following day , and on 
^ . the 1 8th of the month Suffer (2nd 

^ ^ month), 9S3, triumphantly entered 

Tondah. During his absence, the Afghans of Ghora- 
got had risen, and, having driven away their new 
governor, Mujenun Khan, had extended their depredati- 
on as far as Gour , but on the approach of the imperial 
army, they dispersed, and concealed themselves in the 
woods, to wait for a more favourable opportunity 

Monaim Khan, having heard much of the ancient and 

^ desolate city of Gour, went to view 

The seat of go- ■' 

vemment removed it , and was so much delighted with 

from Tondah to the situation, and its many princely 

Gour, , _ , , , , ^ ^ 

edifices, that he resolved again to render 

it the seat of government To effect this plan, although 
it was then the season of the rams, he ordered 
the troops and all the public officers to remove from 
Tondah to Gour Whether owing to the dampness of 
the soil, the badness of the water, or 
knc^a/Gour^^^*' ’ cO'rrupted state of the air, a pesti- 
lence very shortly broke out amongst 
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the troops and inhabitants. Thousands died ever) di> 
and the living tired with burning the dead threw them 
into the river, without distinction of Hindoo or Moham, 
raedan. The governor became sensible of bis error 
but it was too late. He was himself seized wi^h the 
contagion and at the end of ten days bade adieu to this 
traasitory world. Ihis cv’cnt occurred 
^ ^ in the month Rugib 7th month 

A. II 983 

Monaim Khan was a nobleman highl> respected 
and held the titles of A.mv r al O nrah and bcpih balar 
for fourteen years. During hi* government of Joan 
pore, he expended much mone> on public buildings 
and the celebrated bndt,e at that clt> sUll stands a 
monument of hU magnificenc* and of the akin of the 
architect* As he died without heirs his immcn'*c 
wuilth became tlie properly of the croarn. 

The death of Alonaim Khan scrvxd as a singal f)r 
^ ^ a general insurrection of the Afghans 

unJcrI)400d assembled from all quarters 

I fun recorw and Daood Khan the depo^cd km 
forgetting his oath of aJIegUnce to 
the emperor placing hlni<clf again al their head thev 
quickl) comj>-llctl the Moghuls then commanded I > 
isluhcm Khan jelhir to retire from Bengal and to 
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As soon as intelligence of death of Monaim Khan 
reached imperial court, the emperor appointed 

Hussein Cooly Khan, then governor of the Punjab, 
to the government of Bengal, with the title of Khan 
Jehan but the principal part of that Chiefs forces 
being in the district of Lahore, several months elapsed 
before he could reach Bengal, during which period the 
Afghans increased in number and strength. Thus 
Daood Khan found himself again at the head of a for- 
midable army of 50,000 horse . and had these troops 
been possessed of that bravery which has been often 
evinced by the Afghan nation, the emperor Akbar 
would have found it one of his most arduous undertak- 
ings to extirpate them from a country possessing such 
natural advantages 

Early in the year 984, the new governor, who during 
his march had been joined by all the 

A. D 1576 

expelled Moghuls, came m front of 
the pass of Terriagurry, which he found was garrisoned 
by 3,000 chosen Afghans He hesitated not to attack 
the entrenchments, and, by superiority of courage and 
numbers, succeeded in getting possession of them, at 
the expense of the lives of many of his men , for, on 
this occasion, the Afghans fought with great spirit, and 
the major proportion of the garrison fell in the 
contest 

The king of Bengal had taken post, with the greater 
part of his army, in the strong situation of Agmahel 
(now called Rajtmahel), protected on one flank by the 
mountains, and on the other by the river Ganges. In 
this position he defended himself for several qiontbs, 
till the Moghul governor, having been reinforced by 
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he tmpenal troops of Patna, TTrboot and other places 
on the loth of Rubb> at Akhir (4tli month) 984 made 
a general assault upon the Afgbin lines and the 

asiistanccs of some artillery sent by water from Ag’a 

succeeded m forang them Jondd Kcran) the cousin 
of Daood khan upon whom the Afghans had great 
dependence, and several other generals were killed or 
wounded b> cannon balls and the troops terrified by 
the dreadful effects of these weapons, 

a""* ''ft ''"’Ra 

prisoner In the hands of his enemies. 
When Daood Khan was brought before the Moghul 
governor he was upbraided woth his perfid) to the 
emperor and having liulc to say in his defence he 
was condemned as a rebel and his head sent b> an ex 
press messenger to Agra. Phis ewnt 
^ ^ ^ occurred in the )ear 984 bdng the 

20th >enr of the reign of the emperor Akbar 

\V ith Daood Klian terminated the line of Bengal 
^ . kings who had rcfg ed In succession 

Comrloiion of the ^ , 

Afghan tmtiei^n o\*er that country lor 236 > ears and 

nitb him was brought to a conclusion 
th^ sovereignty of the Afghan* nation over that pro* 
\lnce of which they bid held the uiicontrouled posses 
kion lor nc4rl> four centuries. 

The govcmracnl of the Afghans In Bengal cannot 
K, said to liave been monarchical but neatl) resembled 
the feudal t> stem introduced hy the Goths and Vandals 
The \ffctvan ♦ v<nrf4lly calird She laon empire i but ll# 

1 tirr vcKsl it iaka's»n X ttepmeot AlAt'ar'Si aad <■ ooi I 
l>el rve u>e4 by any of iLc an test hitlotuoi 
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into Europe. Bukthyar Khulijy and the succeeding 
conquerors made choice of a certain district as their 
own domain the other districts were assigned to the 
inferior chiefs, who subdivided the lands amongst their 
petty commanders, each of whom maintained a certain 
number of soldiers, composed principally of their rela- 
tions or dependants, these persons however did not 
cultivate the soil themselves, but each officer was the 
landlord of a small estate, having under him a certain 
number of Hindoo tenants, to whom, from the principle 
of self-mterest, he conducted himself with justice and 
moderation and had it not been for the frequent change 
of masters, and constant scenes of rebellion and invasion, 
in which private property was little regarded, the cultiva- 
tors of the soil would have been placed in a state of 
comparative happiness , and agriculture would have 
flourished, as It subsequenily did in another part of India 
under the government of their countrymen, the Rohillas. 

The condition of the upper -classes of Hindoos 
must, doubtless, have been much deteriorated, but it 
IS probable that many of the^ Afghan officers, averse 
to business, or frequently called away from their 
homes to attend their Chiefs, farmed out their estates 
to the opulent Hindoos, who were also permitted to 
retain the advantages of manufactures and commerce. 

The authority of the Afghan kings of Bengal 
depended much upon their personal ability and con- 
duct We have seen them, on some occasions, acting 
as despotic sovereigns , ot other times possessing 
little or no influence beyond the town or city in 
which they resided, — often insulted,- and even murder- 
ed, by their menial seivants 

H 
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HUSSEIN COOLY KHAN KH4N JEHAN 

Aftfr the victorj at Agmahel (Rajenidhel) Khan 
A. D 1576 collected all the pluncer and 

elephants of the Afghan camp and 
ent them under the charge of Raja Todermul to the 
presence of the emperor AXbar He then detached 
n large force under MurufTir Khan to pursue the 
fugiti^-es \7ho had taken reluge in the hill> districts 
of Behar with orders, after haring e\tirpalcd them to 
la> siege to the lort of Rholas These services were 
abf> performed b) Muru/lif Khan 
A U ij78 jcargWS after a blockade 

of tnanj months, that impregnable fortress was deliver 
cd up b> capitulation to the impenai arms. Tlie govxr 
nor also sent a considerable force into Orissa to scire 
the famil) and remaining propcrlj of Daood Khan 
which belngc/TectcJ he In the same )car compelled the 
Rajt of Cooch Debar to pa> a tribute and to acknow 
Jedpe him "If a va< il of tite empire. 
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Tondah, m the ead of the year 986, the whole of * 
the provinces of Behar, Bengal, and Orissa, including 
Cuttack, were again annexed to the empire of 
Hindbostan. 


MUZUFFIR KHAN TIRBUTTY. 

Muzuffir Khan appointed governoi of Bengal— In consequence 
of regulations in the financial system, the Moghul Chiefs of 
engal rebel, and take possession of Gour — The Chiefs of 
Behar afterwards mutiny for the same reason, and, uniting with 
those of Bengal, lay siege to Tondah, which they take, and murder 
the governor 

When intelligence of the death of Khan Jehan 
reached the emperor, he was much affected, and sent 
letters of condolence and honoiary dresses to the brother 
and relations of the deceased. But as it was requisite 
that an officer of known courage and tried abilities 
siiould be immediately appointed to that important 
A D 1579 government, to prevent any insurrec- 
tion of the Afghans, an express was 
sent, early in the year 987, to Muzuffir Khan, the con- 
■queror of Rhotas, nominating him governor-general 
of the three provinces , but in order to give him more 
leisure to attend to his military and political duties, 
his majes|;y was graciously pleased to appoint Rai 
Putter Doss, and Meer Adhum, to be joint-superm- 
tendents of the revenue, Rizvy Khan to be pay- 
mastei -general , and Abal Futteh to be supreme 
judge. The effects of this arrangement were shortly 
■e\ meed , for although no revenue had been remitted 
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from Bengal b> the former goremor nndcr pretence 
that the great military establiahmcnt had absorbed the 
\rhoIe Muroffir Khan in the first year sent to court 
five lacs of rupees in specie a number of elephants 
jmd a large collection of the valuable manufactures 
and natural productions of that country 

It has been before stated that when in the >ear 9S3 
Monaim Khan had taken possession of the capital of 
Bengal he detached Mujenun Khan KakesheJan to 
take possession of Ghoragot and that the said Chief 
bavnng performed the service, immediatd> divided the 
jngiers or estates of the Afghan* amongst his owm 
followers. 

This sptera of militar) s-rvnee was perfeetlj con 
genial to the wishes of the Moghuls and c^T^v Chief 
m iucce.-t^ion established himself and h(s dependents In 
the diitnct to which he bad been hr^t appointed and 
the late governor Khan Jehnn being onI> solicitous 
iboat extirpating the Afghans aljowed them to conli 
nuc in undisturbed possession. But when the new 5 }S 
tem ol finance was intro<lucccl b\ the cm|>*ror Akbar 
the governor was directed lo call upon these officers for 
the muster returns of th'*ir bngadei and to demand 
fn>m them balance of revenue exceeding the amount 
rcjuired for the regular pa>mcnt of the arm> lie 
uv further ordered fre<jucntl> t > chan'^c the jarwrs to 
pr'*vcnt th^* troojis estabJtshin'* tlicrnsclves in an) one 
nUcc. 



SECT VI ] MUZUrriR KHAN TIRBUTTY 1 97 

ragot These Chiefs remonstrated strongly against the 
orders , but the governor continuing unmoved by their 
solicitations, they shaved their heads and having put on 
mourning, declared they would part with their jagiers 
only with their lives. ' 

They then crossed the river, and, having taken pos- 
•session of the city of Gour, sent expresses to their adhe- 
rents, to join them with all possible despatch, and to 
seize upcn any of the imperial treasure which they 
might find in the districts through which they passed 

The governor, much alarmed at these proceedings, 
secured all the boats on the western side of the river, 
and endeavoured to collect a body of troops on which 
he might depend In the '’mean time, the emperoi, 
having been informed of the mutiny, and apprehensive 
lest It might become general throughout the army, sent 
an order to the governor, reprimanding him for the 
harshness of his conduct, panegjmsing the former fide- 
lity and attachment of the tribe of Kakeshelan, and as- 
suring the mutineers of the imperial forgiveness if they 
would return to their allegiance and duty. 

Hov/ever hurt the feelings of the governor might be 
at the receipt of this order, he immediately forwarded 
it to the rebels, who, pretending implicit obedience to 
the imperial mandate, only requested that the governor 
would send to them Rizvy Khan, the paymaster-general, 
and Putter Doss, the superintendent of the revenue, to 
assure them of his forgiveness and reconciliation , but 
no sooner had these officers crossed the river, than they 
were thrown into confinement, and the rebels became 
more unreasonable in their demands 

At the same time that the alteration had taken 
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place jn the fimnaal s\stcfn of Bcnfnl R separate pa) 
master general and supwnntcndcnt of revenue had been 
appwmted to the province of Bchar and these ofTicers 
having also endeavonred to carr) into cvecation the 
orders of the court gave much offence to the militarv 
commanders the troopjs in Hehar rcse in arms and 
placing Masoom Caboolj at their head pul the sujver 
intedent of the revenue to death and caused the pav 
master to fTec Thev a/lcnvards advanced to Tcma 
gurr) and having forced the pass cfTcctcd a junction 
v\ith the mutineers of Bengal 

The rebels then laid siege to Tondah the fortificn 
tions of which being ver> weak and the garrison ever) 
(lav deserting to the enemv the governor \m* compelled 
to ) leld without any conditions, lie was immwliatclv 
murdered and all his wealth plundered b> the insur 
gents Having diso-avered amongst the stale prisoners 
nohlcman named Sicf \ddecf) Husvrin who had been 
banished to Bengal b) the emperor the insurgent 
released him and dignified him with the title of 
generalissimo 

Bv this unexpected and strange event th'* province^ 
of Bchar and Bengal n*ere again tom from th- harhls of 
the emperor and \kbir ha I now to contend a alnst 
30000 caval/y of his own nation nn(lsuby:cts nn<l f r 
a cause In which could not hoj>* for tlr* cordii! cn 
i'u I) 1 fto opcralinn of hn arm) Tins event 

occurrril In in'* >car fj-Ck T*hc HmI 
nans of Akhar hav*c cndcavMurcrl to throw the tilame 
»f this rebellion njtrm the go\-cmor who Infacl ap|v-4rs 
mrrcl) to have cb->ed if c orclcri of hscotiL 
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The emperor appoints Raja Todermul to the command of an 
army apamst the rebel Chiefs — Great influence of the Raja over the 
Hindoos— Prevails on the zemindars not to supply the rebel army 
with provisions, by which its leaders are obheed to separate — Res- 
tores Behar to the imperial authority — Complains to the emperor of 
the misconduct of the Vizier, who is in consequence deposed — 
Succeeds in quelling a rebellion in Oudh — The emperor supersedes 
in him in his command, and appoints Aazim Khan, governor of 
Behar, to the united government of the province of Bengal, Behar 
and Orissa, 

When intelligence of these untoward occurrences 
reached Agra, the emperor, fearing to trust any of his 
A D 1580 IVToghuI officers, assigned the com- 
mand of a numerous army to the Hin 
doo Raja Todermul ; and gave him a commission, autho- 
rising him to call upon all the governors, jagierdars 
gemindars, &c. upon his route, to join him, and co-oper- 
ate with him in subduing the rebelsi 

When the Raja arrived at Joanpore, the governor, 
Mohammed Masoom Ferunjudy, a Moghul officer 
came out to meet him, and displayed to him a 
corps of 3,000 chosen cavalry, all in complete armour 
with which he offered to join the imperial troops 
Although the Raja perceived that he was a vain 
young man, full of his own consequence, and upon 
whom little dependence could be placed, he never- 
theless thought itbetter to take with him so suspected 
a character, than to leave him with such a force 


193 


inSTOR\ or BFNCAI- 


[sncT n 

place in the finanaal Mstem of Benpil a separate pay 
master general and sapenntendent of revenue had been 
appointed to the province of Behar and these officers 
hfivmg also endeavoored to caiT) into execution the 
orders of the courts gave much offence to the mililarj 
commanders the troops in Uehar rc^e m arms and 
placing Afasoom Cabool> at thetr head pul the super 
inlcdent of the revenue to death and caused the pa\ 
master to flee The) afterwards adv'anccd to Tcma 
guna and having forced the pass elTcctcd a junction 
with the mutineers of Bengal 

The rebels then laid siege to Tondah tljc fortificn 
tions of which being verj weak and the garrison cverv 
ria> deserting to the cnemv the goiwior was eompclletl 
to > leld vnthout any con lulorts. lie ms imm'*<liatcl\ 
murdered aiad all hfs wealth plundered b) the Insur 
gents. Having discovered amongst the state prisoners 
nobleman nametl Sicf Addetn Hussein udio had been 
banished to Bengal bj the emperor the insurgent'* 
released him and dignified him with the title of 
generalissimo 

Bv this unexpected and strange cvxnt the provinces 
of Behar nnd Bengal were again lorn frorn th- hands of 
tlic emperor and Vkbarlial now to contend against 
30000 cavalrj of hts onn nation andsubyrets and f»r 
a cause In which he could not hop- for th- cordhl co 
^ Ij ^ operation of Ins arm> Thu event 

’ occurred III the > car OvS. The hist 

nans of AkKar have endeavoured to throw the hhmv 
nl this rebellion upon the gavxmor who Infart appears 
mcrclj to have olrv cd the orders of Hi' court 
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The emperor .'ippoiius Rnja Todermul lo ihc command of an 
armv atj.iinst the rebel Chiefs — Great innncncc of the Raja over the 
Hindoos— ITcvails on the zemindars not to supply the rebel army 
with provision*;, b> whiih its leaders arc obliecd to separate — Res 
tores Rebar to t'lc imperial authority — Complains to the emperor of 
the misconduct of the Vuicr, who is in con'cqticnee deposed - 
Succeeds in quelling a rebellion m Oudh— The emperor supersedes 
in him in his command, and appoints Aazim Khan, governor of 
Bcfiar, to the united government of the province of Bengal, Bchar 
and Oiissa, 

Will:*'} intelligence of thetie untoward occurrence'; 
reached Agra, the emperor, fearing to trust any of his 
A D 15S0 IVToghul officers, assigned the com- 
mand of a numerous army lo the Hin 
doo Raja Todermul , and gave him a commission, autho- 
rising him to call upon all the governors, jagierdars 
7 emindars, &c, upon his route, to join him, and co-oper- 
ate with him in subduing the rebels. 

When the Raja arrived at Joanpore, the governor, 
Mohammed Masoom Ferunjudy, a Moghul officer 
came out to meet him, and displayed to him a 
corps of 3,000 chosen cavalry, all in complete armour 
with which he offered to join the imperial troops 
Although the Raja perceived that he was a vain 
young man, full of his own consequence, and upon 
whom little dependence could be placed, he never- 
theless thought itbetter to t^ke with him so suspected 
a character, than to leave him with such a force 
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in the rear of his arra> he therefore accepted his 
offer and by ffatterj and attention endeavoured to 
attach him to the ro) al cause. 

The political conduct of Akbar In emp’ojmgthe 
Hindoo Chiefs was attended with the most salutary 
effects they were aliv^ays accompanied by a Urge bod> 
cither of their own dan or of Rajepoots (the mi!i 
tan tribe) uho not only serv’ed to support the Moghul 
troops now inadequate to retain in subjection so extend 
td an empire, but u'crc also useful as a check upon 
the latter when refractory or dissatisfied 

The Raja continued his march without opposition 

A D 1580 *'*** Mongier In the month 

of Jemmid a! \kher 93s. Here he 
learned that the rebel arm> consisting of 30000 
cai%lr> uxrc encamped at Bhagalpore thirty ciglit 
miles to the southward of Mon^icr nniting to giv'c 
him battle. As it Isa 8> stem of the Hindoos never 
to nsk the fate of a general engagement except in 
cases of extreme necessity the R*ja took possession 
tjf Mongler and cmpio)*cd his troops in constructing 
,4dditional lines extending to the hills which uith 
the fort compictcl) covered the front of his arm> 
This precaution n’as not unnecessary for in a few 
da)S two of his Moghul chiefs with ihclr cor|r« 
d'^erted to the enemy Both armies Tcmaincd in 
tins situation for sescral months and frequent sUirmishes 
tiKik place between their light troops. At length 
tlic K ija, b^ his influence amongst the Hindoo remm 
\ dars prevaned upon ihcm no longer t-y suppl) th'* 
\^rcb-lj with provisions promising to pa> them read) 
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mone}’ for every thing thev brought to his camp this 
he was enabled to do by the attention of the emperor, 
who sent him 500,000 rupees in specie, by post. 
The combined effects of similarity of religion and 
read3'-money pa_vments worked so effectually on the 
zemindars, that famine shortly found its w'ay into 
the rebel camp, and compelled the Chiefs to separate, 
in order to obtain food The distress of the rebels 
w’as further increased at this time by. the death of 

Baba Khan, the Chief of the Kakeshelans 

\ 

Masoom Cabul}^ proceeded to Behar. Jebbaburdy, 
who had succeeded to the command of the Kakeshelans, 
returned to Khuaspore Tondah , and Arab Behadur 
made a sudden march, by a circuitous route, on 
Patna, in hopes of surprising that city, w'hich was 
only garrisoned by a small party of loyalists. 

The Raja, having obtained accurate intelligence of 
their proceedings, sent a chosen detachment to rein- 
force Patna, and proceeded with the mam body of 
his army towards Behar. When arrived within one 
march of that city, the rebels made an attack by 
night upon his army, in hopes of taking him by 
surprise , but they met with so warm a reception, 
that, after losing a number of their men, they were 
compelled to retreat , and as the fortifications of 
Behar could afford them no security, they abandoned 
that province, and continued their route to Bengal. 
Thus, by the prudent and political measures of the 
Raja, the province of Behar was, in the first campaign, 
restored to the imperial authority. 

The Raja cantoned his army, during the rainy 
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A. D rsSa 'Reason of gSS in the \ncmitj of 
Haj) pore and wotc to the emperor 
that the Vfzicr Shah Munsoor had caused a great 
defection in his armv bv calling on »c\eral of the 
chiefs who accompanied hfm to account for balances 
doe bj the in their former commands , that such 
conduct esert time when defection mis so genera! 
amongst the troops was In the highest degree Impolitic 
and if prcscr\*e<l In must b> disuniting the anhy tend 
to the ruin of the Imperial adairs he lurthcr added 
that, in ron'cqucnce of the demand made on Masoom 
Ff^runjud^^e had been obliged to allow him to return 
Viith h(s troops to hts government of Joanpore, not 
without suspicions tiiat hi< intentions were di lo>al 
1 he representations of the Raja were so scnsibl) felt 
b> the emperor that he immedlatcK deposed the 
Vizier and as the throne of Akbar was at no periorl 
so shaken as b) the rebellion here described theem 
peror found hlmsHf under the neccj-jil) of begging the 
services of old omrah* who were In disgrace or had 
retired from the court in disgust Aazlm Khan Mlrza 
Koc a nobleman of great repute was requested to 
take the command of 5 000 horse and to proceed in 
governor to Hehar The rtnpcror went himself to 
thr house of Sherdf Khan Alke and liaving confcrrcil 
on him an honorar> dress invited him to return to 
court an<! assist him with his counsels. 

fr order to reconcile Masoom I criinjud) he was 
promoted to the government of Oudli and Icrsoom 
Khan another of the tHssatl hed generals In Kaja T< 
rlcrmuHarm) was appointed to Joanporc The former 
eccep cd uf the app^/tn inent bu so; after hl» arrival 
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in Oude, laised the standards of rebellion The gov- 
ernor of Joosy and Pria^, now called Allahabad, having 
also rebelled, Raja Todermul was obliged to detach 
part of his armv, under the command of Shahbaz Khan, 
to assist in quelling the disturbances in Oude, This 
important service was effected in the 
last month of the year 988, by the 
complete overthrow of Masoom Ferunjiidy , and the 
capture of his family and all his wealth. 

It may appear extraordinary, that a prince possess- 
ed of so much bravery and activity as the emperor 
Akbar, should not have placed himself at the head of 
the army, to put down so serious a rebellion , but, upon 
a reference to the History of Hindoostan, it will be 
found, that his attention was at the same time distract- 
ed by disturbances in Malwa and Guzerat , and that 
his own brother, Mirza Mohammed Hakeem, meditated 
an invasion of Hindoostan from Cabul, 

Aazim Khan_, having arrived with his army at Behar, 
endeavoured, more by reconciliation than by force, to 
bring the rebels back to their duty , 
but, fulling in success, he proceeded, in 
, the year 990, to Agra, to meet the emperor after his 
return from Cabul, and there laid before his majesty a 
full and melancholy statement of the eastern provinces. 

The emperor, having taken into mature deliberation 
the datigerou*^ state of Bengal, and the evil con'^equences 
of divided authoritv, supeiseded Raja Todermul, and 
appointed Aazim Khan, whose title was now changed 
to Khan Aazim, to the united government of Bengal, 
Behar, and Orissa. He, at the same time, commanded 
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atl the troopf at the capital tvhich had not been on the 
expedition to Cabal to attend the neu governor and 
firmly to rc-cslablish the imperial authont) in thoie 
pronnccs. 


KHAN AAZiM MIRZA KOKE, 

Khan Aajim, by dmtnticm among tbe rebel Chief*, 

^acceeds in reestablishing tbe royal aotbonty in Bengal, and 
taken qn»et powesiloa of Toodah— Solint* the emperor'* perm * 
ikm to resign hi* gm-crntnent — The \f>,h\ns, under Cottolo Khan 
hanng extended themaeK-ej in coosidnable force orer Onssa, 
Khaa Aaticn depotet Fereed Addeeo Dokhary to conelode a trace 
«iih them —Fereed Rirei offence to oee of the Afghan cmoman 
dcrs and hastily retires, losmi, serera) nf bis peop'e on bis return 
—Tbe Impenal troops adranciog 10 rtoent tbe losolt offered to 
their ambassador the Af>,bios retreit to their fortiii— Khan 
Aanm retnrns to Agra, nod rr«igo* his emptnyment 

It ^TJuld be tedious to narrate the \-inous encoun 
ters bclft^ccn the rebels and the lojal troops or to 
dcun the numerous slratapcms and intrlfjues b) which 
the new Rovemor attempted to recover the ro^al au 
thorit) It ma) sufTtec to aa) that the aaccess ofKhan 
Aarim was greater than the apparent means he posses 
sed Hasinj b> briber) and skilful apcnls sown tin 
scntion among the rebel Chiefs the tnbe of Kakcshclan 
submitted to his authorit) • and the follouers of 


It i» probsb e that Khsn \ajim restored to |bc£n ihcir IsrJs 
cn cm> n cordilton* ; a* Dr F nurbinsn who has Lcrn laic v 
etrrloytJ by the Bengal gorenimenl in ukmg a sutiitfcil roftty 
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Masoom Cabuly forsaking him, he was obliged to seek 
refuge with some of the zemindars, who had taken pity 
^ ^ „ on his deplorable situation. In 

short, Khan Aazim, before the end of 
the year 990, obtained qfuiet possession of the city of 
Tondah, the capital of Bengal, and once more re-estab- 
lished the imperial authoritv over that country , but., 
being afraid of the unhealtbiness of the climate, and 
desirous of returning to Ins family, he requested that a 
successor might be immediately appointed 

During the revolt of the Moghul troops, the scattered 
Afghans had again collected in Orissa, under the com- 
mand of a Chief named Cuttulu Khan , and, having 
taken complete possession of that province, they ex- 
tended their dominion over the districts of Midnapore 
and Bissuntpore, leaving the river Dummooda as the 
barrier between them and the Moghuls. 

As soon as Khan Aazim had taken possession of 
Bengal, his attention was directed towards those trouble- 
some neighbours , and, m the year 

A D 1513 

991, he sent a considerable army to 

of the country on the north-east of the nvef Ganges, was surp ised 
at the number of Mohammedans which he found m those districts 
These are, in all likelihood, the descendants of the Afghans and 
Kakeshelans, softened, in the course of two centuries, by intermix- 
ture with the Hindoos , for, besides the children which they had 
by Hindoo women, they used to purchase a number of boys 
during a scarcity, and educate them in the Mussulman religion. 
These boys, and all other converts, were allowed to take the 
Arabian title of Sh^ukh , and the posterity of these are, perhaps, 
now more numerous than the genuine descendants of the stock to 
nhichthey all ascribe 'heir oiigm. 
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c\p-l th-m from those districts bat the Citcf to uh^ji 
he entrusted the command of the cvp^iiion not feel 
mg himself suffiwientl> powerful to rejr*! the Nfghans 
by force, depated the cclcbmted Tcreed Addccn 
Hokhary author of the History ot the emperor jehangire 
who held a considerable conmand in the imp-nal 
armv to conclude a truce with Cuttulu khan 

Fcreed proceeded from Burdwan with 'an escort of 
tllrcc hundred *,hosen horse, and was met at the dis 
tance of four miles from Khoram b} Cuttulu khan 
Both partlei alighted from their horses and having 
embraced a^ln mounted and proceeded towards the 
fort, on the outside of which Cuttulu khan had pitched 
n suit of tents and prepared a grand cniertainmeat 
for the ambassador 

Previous to the commencement of the feast, the 
\<'„lun Cntcf introduced one of his commanders, named 
lichadur Kn4n to the ambi tad ir but the latter who 
prided himteif on being a dctccndant of the Arabian 
propli t did not receive hun with sufTicicnl respect on 
wldch the revengeful \f|^han retired in ditgusi from the 
coinjunv and gave orders to hi adhcrcnti to be pre 
parcvl torciillate the insult This uas ovxrhcard b> sjin" 
iJ the follotters of the ambatt^rlor wli) communicated 
thdr surpicunt to their mit cr tint treichcrywis in 
tenderi I CfC\-J nnm-nlMiclv i » ifie (nnr nnil on icr 
pretence of luddcn indispoiitun rciucitcdl avc to rc 
turn to hii 0 A^^ camp 

He Has pcrmiltcvi to depart b) Cuttulu Klnn uhi 
Ir-lnp probablv ipnoranl < f the circumstances ha I n » 
iiilcniion of injuring, liim but shjrti) aficrwardr L" vve 
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f/.tacKcd l)\ Ikiiadur I\h.''u, .ind tnaj)\ f>( Iik nc-oplc 
Killed 

*1 lus 'ra.5‘:;ic“(on thre.'. .i sii ’-n the 
niu5 5ticc.i'«c<i "he M »' ml iJ .\h » immo.iMt' Iv* .I'l- 

\a(ucd from Durvlu iii. ,i<ui e^^mjlclk \ { iiiitdti Kh.ui lo 
\ iKc itAict- »«» 5hc h'ra^ts Ihi: Ki» m \ i/im .it 
UMt period prep inn " loleivc 1? n'\i, .uut veeenl of 
the Chiel.'i u}u> n.ul conic uith jinn from \ 'ra utre an- 
MDit"’ to accomiMt/V Inin hicK, tljev rcftiscil to 
pursue the Xf^lnn.*. into (dlls'., i, ano ilic uliole arm) 
iciurmni tt» I'o.ulih, 

Kh.m \a?nn h.n im, "^culerl thcan.irns of JJenj’al .and 
]>char, rc^lr^MCI.i im ernpio) meiil, ami armed at A^ia in 
the month of Ivubln -.d- V\ iil ( 5ici 
month of}cnfof 0 ^ 2 ), and u, is must 

praciousli rccened b) the emperor, uho personally 
tnnnKcd mm for liis sersice'.. 


SHAHfJAZ KHAN KrMHO. 

Tins chief h, id taken a xcri' arijie p.art m the war of 
Bengal, and upon the rebellion of alasoom I'erunjudy he 
was detached by Raja Todenmil m (lurbinl of their relrel. 
He engaged Jnm in ilie cit)' of Oude , iind,h,ivin£T entirely 
routed him, comjielled Inm to seek icfuge with the liajas 
of the mountains, v ho'^e territories border on Oude 
After this signal sen ice, he rejoined the l^aja’s army at 
Hajvpoie, wheic lie was again usefully emjilpyed 

After Khan Aarim had assumed the command of the 
imperial anrjy, Sliahba/. Khan was detached, with seve- 
ral other Chiefs, to rax age the estates of the Kakcshelans 
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in Ghoragot , which having effected he subdued the 
country as far as the bariLs of the Burhampooter 

In reward for these ser\’tccs the emperor was pleased 
to appoint him to succeed to the government of Behar 
and Bengal, upon the resignation of Khan im but 
so invidtous was that oAkc now held that Shahbaz Khan 
declined the honour and had actually proceeded as far as 
joanpore, on his way to Agra, when he was met b> a 
special messenger, commanding him to return and 
assume the government under the pain of his Mayest) s 
displeasure. 

Shahbat Khan having returned to Bengal experi 
enced much difficulty m adjusting the affairs of iliat 
kingdom the tribe of Kakohclan and the adherents of 
other rebels were stil) possessed of so much influence 
that he found itimpos ible oral least dangerous tore 
assume their jagicn. 1 le therefore permitted them to re 
tain quiet pjisesMon and from the same motiv es was in 
duced to enter into a treat} with Cuttulu Khan the 
Lhicfofihc relinquishing to them the province 

of Orisn on condition that thc> should retire from 
IJ'mgal and refrain frjm further invasion. 

These acts f Ih* new governor w^cre not approved 
cf at court lie \va suspected of having rccaved lar^.c 
sums of monev for these concessions 
lie th-ccforc ordered in tnc )ear 
j;o f'tB'w OOj to deliver over the govcmriKnt to 

^ \ 1 icr Khan Ilcrcv} and to repair t j 

\gra V here tnnm his arrival he uas put Into do - 
iinprisonn cut aiduasno !ib-fat'*d fol three y-ears 
\ ixici I I a did not Jon^ c ijo) hij nctv 
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dignity. He died the same year, at Tondah, without 
having efiected any alteration in the system of his 
predecessor. 


RA/A KENOREMAN SING, or ABNYR. 

Man Sing appointed governor of Bchar and Bengal — Subdues 
the zemindar ofHajypore — Unsuccessful attempt to recover Orissa 
— His son, Jugut Sing, taken prisoner by the \fghans — Makes a 
a temporary peace with them — The Afghans seize on the temple 
of Jagernaut — The Raja obtains a decisive victory over them, and 
annexes Orissa to the imperial dominions — Fixes on Agmahel 
(Rajemahel) for his capital of the three provinces — The Afghans 
again rebel, and enter Bengal— Peace restored — Sultan Khu^ero 
appointed nominal governor of Orissa — The raja of Cooch Bchar 
V isits Bengal- The governor accompanies the emperor in an ex- 
pedition against the Dekkan , on which the Afglians again invade 
Bengal, and obtain possession of great part of the kingdom— 
Man Sing ictums, and defeats the Afghans in a desperate battle 
— Resigns his government — Cause of his resignation — Attempts 
to raise his son-in-law, the emperor’s gandson, to the imperial 
throne — His conduct forgiven — Re-appointed governor of 

Bengal , but soon afterwards re-called to court 
» 

When intelligence of the death of Vizier Khan 
reached the imperial court, which at that period was in 
the Punjab, the emperor Akbar was pleased to bestow 
the government of Behar and Bengal on Raja Man 
Sing, whose sister .was married to the prince Selim 
(afterwards emperor, under the title of Jehangire) , 
but as the Raja was then employed against the Afghans 
of Paishawur, orders were sent to Sayid Khan, 
who commandei;! at Patna, to assume the govern- 
ment till the arrival of the Raja, to whom instr 
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flons TTcre kUo giv’cn to proceed to Bengal with ah 
j> 035 ible despatch. 

Man Stng arriv’cd at Patna In year 997 Here he 
learned that Poorun Mull Khedur>e 
^ ^ zeralnder of Hajypore, bad taken 

advantage of the dlitarbances In that con nti^, In order | 
to amass considerable wealth , and that ha\nn? collected 
a nameroos ann> he had assumed a degree of Influence 
incompatible with his situation. On this account the 
Raja "being resol\*ed to subdue the spirit of Insurrection 
which had so long disturbed the quiet of the eastern 
pro\nnce3 Immediatelj marched hli army Into theterri 
lories of the zemindar and compelled him to take 
refuge In his fort whence Poorun Mull, Intimidated 
by the number of the Imperial forces sent a most humble 
message ofTcnng to disband his arm> to pay a large 
sumofmonc^ and to give up all his elephants provld 
ed the Kaja would pardon him, aud allow him to retafo 
his zemindar) 

These terms were acceded to bj the Raja who 
immedlatel) forwarded the elephants and monej bjT' 
one of his agents to court. This event was considered 
as an aujpldous omen b> the emperor who for a con 
sulcrahlc lime had recet\xdonl) moTtlf>ing Intelligence 
from li-ngal and an lionorar> dress and congratulatory 
letter were wnl to the Raja. 

Some of llie Mjghul ofTicers In Ghnragol hidng 
c-etended the hand of rapine m-er the dlitncl of jc'^re 
the Kija sent his son Juggul Sing topunlih them 
The Mo::hul Clii f< unable to oppose th* Imperial armv 
and concealed tbcms-lres In the woodr hut 
J gfcUt Sn* i-ued tbelr^g ananei and fill) four 
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elephants, the latter of which, were immediately forward*- 
ed to court. 

Man Sing having an unfavourable opinion of the 
climate of Bengal, continued to reside in Behar, and 
allowed Sayid Khan to remain as his deputy at Tondah. 

About this period, the Raja caused the important 
fortress of Rhotas to be put into complete repair ; and 
added to the fortifications a lofty stone gateway, part of 
which IS still standing He also erected a house for his 
own occasional ■ residence, deepened and repaired the' 
reservoirs of water, and laid out a handsome garden in 
the Persian style. 

In ,the year 998, the Raja planned an expedition 
for the recovery of Ons'?a out of the 
A D 1589-90 hands of the Afghans. Having 
assembled 'the troops of Behar, at Bhagalpore, he 
marched through the western hills to Burdwan , but, 
previous to his setting out, he had ordered Sayid Khan 
to march with the troops or Bengal by the route of 
Cutwa, and.to form a junction with him at Burdwan. 
Upon his arrival at this place, he received an apology 
from .his deputy, stating, that he, had experienced so ' 
much difficulty and delay in equipping his army, the 
was afraid the rainy season would set in before any- 
thing could be effected against the Afghans , and there- 
fore strongly advised the Raja to canton his army till 
the conclusion of the rams, when he would immediately 
join him. The Raja was much disappointed .at this in- 
telligence , but seeing no remedy, he directed canton- 
ments to be built for the. army at Jehanabad, onthe 
banks of the Dalkisor river, not many miles distant from 
the present Calcutta, 
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WTiHst the royal army was jn this situation waiting 
the junction of the deputy governor af Bengal Cuttulu 
Khan ordered a -division of bis troops to ad\*ance to 
Dherpore which was within fiftj miles of Jcbanabad 
and to plunder the country In that vicinity To put 
a stop the the ravages of the Afghans, the Raja detached 
his son JoggutSlng who compelled them to retire and 
to refuge under the guns of a fort a number of which 
/had been constructed in difTercnt parts of that countrj 
At this place they pretended tcrcnter into a negotiation 
whilst they were in daily expectation of a rrinforccmcnt 
from Cuttulu Khan. The young R*ija was deceived by 
their artifices and as soon as the additional force 
arri\ed the Afghans made an atUclc upon him by 
night, surprised his camp took him prisoner killed a 
great numb<w of his people, and compelled the remain 
der to seek their safety in flight This \iclory raised 
the ipjnts of the Afghans to the highest pitch of exulta 
tion whilst the Raja was overwhelmed with 
confusion at the disgrace, and with sorrow on account of 
his son who was carried pnsoner to Bissuntporc, and 
according to report which prevailed for some dajs had 
been pottodeath 

hortnnatelj for the rojal cause Cuttulu Khan who 
had been for sometime much indisposed died a lew 
da>$ alter this event and as his children u-cre not 
arHved at the age of manhood the Afghan Chiefs 
rrleased the son of the Raja and through him sued for 
peace. /Jthcralnj season was not )Ct tcrminalcd 
and the Kaja found himself unable to undertake anj 
actTc ntasurcs he readilj Intcncd to tn*Ir proposals 
in cotequcncc of whicli the soiu of Cutljlu Khan 
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attended by Khuaje Issa, their minister, visited thd 
Raja, and presented him with one hundred and fifty 
elephants, and many other costly articles. They then 
agreed, if allowed to retain quiet possession of Orissa, 
to stamp the coin in the name of the emperor, and to 
prefix his name to all public edicts : further, in com- 
plement' to the Raja, they agreed to give up to him the 
temple of Jagernaut and its domain, held sacred by all 
Hindoos. The latter article highly flattered the Raja 
and his Brahmin counsellors , and the young Afghans, 
after being treated with every mark of respect and 
attention, were clothed in dresses of honour, and per- 
mitted to return to Orissa , soon after which the Raja 
broke up his cantonments, and returned to Behar, 

Although the emperor was displeased at the want of 
energy evinced by the Raja on this occasion, he would 
not dissolve the treaty , and as long as Khuaje Issa, 
the prime-minister of the Afghans, lived, the peace 
was preserved inviolate on both sides ; but at the 
end of two years that able man quitted this 
transitory world, and the covetous Afghans seized 
upon the rich and sacred territory of Jagernaut 

This proceeding was considered as sacrilege by 
the pious Raja, and he requested the emperor’s per- 
mission to exterminate the Afghans from that 
province. 

Having obtained the royal sanction, Raj'a Man 

A D £591 2' Sing, in the year looo, ordered all the 
troops of Behar , to proceed, by the 
western road, called the Jarcund route, to Midnapore, 
whilst he himself, embarked with a chosen detach- 
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ment \n boats and, proceeding down the Ganges, 
compelled Sayld kban bis deputy in Bengal to unite 
bis forces on this expedition 

The Afghans alarmed at these preparations assem 
bled all their forces and having retreated across* 
the Subanreeka n\*er wailed there the approach of 
thdr cnemiea. The contending armies continoed for 
some time encamped opposite each other and daily 
skirmishes took place between thdr light troops. At 
length the natural impatience of the Afghans over 
came tbclr prudence they re-crossed the nvxr, and 
placing too much dependence upon their elephants 
rushed with violence and predpitation upon the royal 
army, which being drawn op with much skill in 
battle array haidng a number of guns piosted along 
the front, waited with coolness the advance of the 
enem> 

The fire from the royal artlUery soon threw the 
elephants into confusion and drovT them back with 
terror and dismay on the Afghan line the squadrons 
of which ha>iog opened and allowed the elephants 
to pass, made a desperate charge upon the Moghuls 
but the latter being superior In numbers resisted 
them with vigour The contest lasted nearly the 
whole day at length the Afghans ga>‘e way and sought 
their safct> in flight 

The Raja pursued the enefn> and next day took 
possession of the cil) of Jcllasorc. At this place 
Sayid Khan, deputy goremor of Bengal tired of 
the campaign and etiTious of th* reputation of his 
superior cfliccr left the arm) without permimon and 
returned to Toedah. 
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Notwithstanding this defection, the Raja coji^tinu^d , 
t,o pursue the fugitives, and compelled them to take 
refuge in Cuttack, a strong fortress^ which was th^p^ 
in possession of Ramchund, the zemindar of the 
country, who had restored or changed its, ^^me to 
Saringghur. 

The Raj'a having invested the fprti'^ss 99 all 
' jsides, left his army to carry on the siege, and 
embraced that opportunity of going to pay his deyotions 
at the holy temple of Jagernaut 

Whilst engaged in these solemn duties, he received 
several overtures from Ramchund and the Afghans 
in Cuttack : and upon his return to that place, 
finding little progress had been made in the siege, 
he consented to grant them peace, upon condition, 
that the Afghans should give up all their elepbaD,ts, 
and promise to conduct themselves, in future, as faith- 
ful subjects of the emperor , and that the zemipdar 
should pay the revenues of the district into the ^oyal 
treasury m return for which, jagiers were assigned 
to the Afghan Chiefs in the district of Khaleefabad, 
and the zemindar was allowed to. retain possession 
of Cuttack and its dependencies. Thus the province 
of Orissa was again annexed to the imperial domi- 
nions, and the Raja obtained much credit for his 
exertions. 

After this splendid con(^uest, the Raja returned 
in triumph to Behar, whence he despatched I20ele- 
pha.uts, taken from the Afghans, to the imperial pre- 
sence He then determined upon taking charge of 
both the gpYernqieitts of Behar ^n^ ^engal , an(^ fix^d 
upon the city of Agmahel, the pf wbich he 
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changed to Rajemahcl (palace of sovereignty) as the 
capital of the three proWnces.# In this place he 
built a pabue, and constructed a rampart of brick 
strengthened with bastions all round the tonm the 
situation of whl$h has been before described in the 
reign of Daood Khan Kerany As the city increased 
in sixe and celebrity the Mabommedans as acorn 
pliment to the emperor dignified It with the title of 
Akbamagur 

When the Raja returned towards Behar, he left a 
consid«*rablc force, under the command of his son, 
Juggut Sing, upon the frontier ofOnssa,and m the 
year loot the xemindar Ramchund 
A. D iS9J> having failed In bis engagements the 
Moghul army again entered his country, and took 
the forts of Jorwe, Subhal, khareghur and seveml 
other place:^ In the mean time, some extactions 
having been made from the Afghans who b) the 
treaty of peace had been allowed to retain their 
jagieri they again rebelled and having adv'anccd 
Into Bengal plundered the royal port of Saalgong 
in the vidnity of the town now called Hoogly 

These events againcalled the Raja Into the field 
but finding It was Impolitic to render the Afghans 
dciperate he allon’ed them to return to their Jagiers 
the xemindar of Orissa having made an apology 
for his past conduct, was also forgiven and peace 
HMs onre more restored to that unhapp> province 

• *n)i( pItre. In ancieat uati, oader the Hledoo (ovtrecaeQt, 
wii called Rijt Cube. 
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the inhabitants of which .had been so often plundered,* 
and their fields ''destryoed, by the contending armies. 

In the year 1002, Sultan Khusero, then a child, 
the grandson of the emperor, was appointed nominal 

^ i 

. ^ governor of Orissa, and a portion 

of Its revenue assigned for his jagier, 
and for the payment of 5,000 troop's supposed to 
be under, his command. The Raja Man Sing was 
eonfirmed'^as the young prince’s deputy and Sayid 
Khan removed from Bengal, and appointed com- 
mandant of the troops m Bshar. During this 
year, Raja Man Sing paid a visit to the emperor, and 
returned to his government loaded with honours. 


In the year 1004, Luchmen Narain, the Raja of 
Cooch Behar, whose territorry was 
A D 1595-6 boudned on the east by the river 
Burhampooter, on the south by Ghoragot, on the west 
by Tirhoot, and on the north by the mountains of Thi- 
bet and Assam, and who is said to have possessed an 
army of 100,000 infantry, 4000 cavalry, 700 elephants, 
and 1000 war boats, came to visit the Raja Man Sing, 
and professed himself a vassal of the emperor. This 
conduct gave offence to his relations and neighbouring 
‘ princes , they united against him , and compelled him 
1:0 take refuge in his fort, whence he wrote to the gover- 
nor of Bengal, requesting him to send a force to his 
rplief, 


This event gave the Moghuls the first opportunity 
of entering Cooch Behar. A considerable detachment 
was sent, under the command of Jehaz Khan, who 
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qaickl> dispersed the rebels, released the Raja and re 
turned to Bengal loaded with plunder 

In the year tooy the emperor having determined 
on the conquest of the Dekkan, order 
ed Raja Man Sing to join him vHth as 
many troops as could be spared from the defence of 
Bengal and to leave that country under charge ol his 
deputy 

The departure of the Raja served as a signal to 
raise the dormant spirit of the A^ghan^ 
who in the year JooS collected from 
all quaters and having placed Osman Khan the son of 
the deceased Cuttulu khan at their head again inv’adcd 
Bengal Mohan Sing and Purtab Sing the deput> 
governors of the Uo provinces united their forces and 
adsTmeed against the rebels. A general engagement took 
place in the \‘iclnit> of Ghenderuk In which the ro)'al 
array was totall> defeated In consequence whereof 
great part of Bengal again become subject to the 
Afghans. 

As soon as Intclligenccof this unlocked for event 
reached the emperor he ordered Raja Man Sing then 
at Ajmlr to proceed immediately, with all the force ho 
could callect to Bengal 

The Raja having advanced In the >car lOoS by 
long marches to Rhotas baited there, 
to rest hfs arm), and to gfvx the dfs 
pened Meghuls an opportunit) of joining him. Hav 
inj,cfiectcd these purposes he advanced to Scerporc 
Attav'a, where he found the Affhanv wailing to oppose 
him a iqjular cogagement ensued, and, nolwilhstand 


A. D 1599-1600 
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ing the experience the Afghans had of the dangerous » 
effects of their elephants, they again placed them in 
the front of the battle: these animals were soon driven, 
back upon their ranks , and the Moghuls and Raje- 
poots immediatelly charging, completed the loute. 
The Afghans fled, and were pursued many miles by 
their conquerors. 

A curious circumstance occured in this battle, which 

gave the Raja great satisfaction. In 
Critical situation . , , , 

of Mecr Abdul the former engagement, in which the 

Rezack. royal army had suffered a defeat, Meer 

Abdul Rezack, the paymaster of the imperial forces, 
was taken prisoner, and carried about in triumph by 
the Afghans *, who, fearing that he might make his 
escape during the approaching contest, placed him 
upon an elephant, in the midst of the battle, with 
chains on his hands and feet. On the same elephant 
was seated a fierce Afghan, with positive orders to dis- 
patch his prisoner, should victory favour their adver- 
saries. In this situation, Abdul Rezack was exposed 
to the fire of his friends , but, fortunately, a musquet- 
ball having killed the Afghan, the Moghul troops came' 
up, and released the unhappy prisoner from his perilous 
situation. 

This victory, aided by the presence of the Raja Man 
Sing, annihilated the hopes of the Afghans : they re- 
tired from the field, and retired to Orissa, there to 
wait for a^more favourable opportunity of recovering 
their lost power. 

After this victory, the Raja paid a visit to the em- 
peror, and was promoted to the command of 7000 
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horse , a dignity which before that time, had not been 
conferred on any subject After a short residence at 
court ho returned to hb government 

Kaja Man Sing continued to gov'em the eastern 
provinces, with great prudence and 

A. D 1604. 

justice, till the year 1013 when at his 
own request he was permitted to resign and upon bis 
arrival at Agra, having presented the emperor with 900 
elephants and various curiosities he was received In the 
most gradous manner, and honoured by many proofs of 
the royal esteem. 

When Raja Man Sing signified his desire of re 
signing his goiximment a nobleman, 
named Abul Mujecd Asuf Khan, was 
appointed to that Important trust aad 
took charge of his office In the year 
1013 

The caujc of Raja Man Singes resignation of so 
valuable a government In which he was considered as 
established for life, will be elucidated by tie following 
extract from the History of HIndoostan. 

•W^n Indisposition of the emperor Akbar 
rendered him Invapableof attending to public business 
the whole weight of government fell on Khan Atzlm, 
the Vizier Selira Akbar s only surviving son not 
wlihstatxlmg the disputes which he formerl> had tt-Ilh 
his father was still looked upon as the hdr of the cm 
pire but the Viziers daughter bdng married to 
Khuscro, the eldest son of Selim that minister was dc 
siroof ol pUdng the reins of government In the hands 
of his son in law He was supported in this scheme by 


Mao SingreiifTis 
his Rownnicat, 

A U i 6 o 4> 
Saccceded br 
Ahdal MoJ«d 
Asttf Khan. 
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many of the nobles ; the most enterprising and power- 
ful of whom was Raja Man Sing, whose sister was 
mother of Khusero. The Raja, from the antiquity 
of his family, and his own address, commanded all the 
Hindoo interest m the empire ; and he bad, at that 
very „time, twenty thousand of hisnative subjects, 
of the Rajepoot tribe, in and near the environs of 
the capital, prepared to execute his orders. Selim, 
being apprised of the powerful confederacy against 
him, waited upoi\ his father two days boforc his 
death, and laid be.fore him all their schemes. The em- 
peror summoned Man Sing ‘and the Vizier to his pre- 
sence , reprimanded them severely , and having publicly 
acknowledged Selim his lawful successor m the empire, 
obliged the confederate lords to pay him homage, and 
to promise to support his title. ’V 

The emperor Akbir died on the i6th of Jemmad-al 
Akhir (the 6th month) of the yea 
1014 , and immediately upon thi 
event, the Vizier and Raja Man Sin^ 
formed a conspiracy to place Khusero, the son of Selim 
on the throne, m preference to his father Thei 
scheme was not successful , and the Raja and the younj 
prince were compelled to make their escape on boan 
a boat from Agra. 

The new emperor, Jehangire, shortly forgave his son 

and deemed it prudent pohcy t» 
Man Sing re-ap- r i. t> u 

pointed governor overlook the conduct of the Raja bu 

ofBengal. order remove the latter to a dis 

tance frojn the scene of intrigue, he again appointee 

♦See Doiv^s History of Hmdoostan, Vol. m 


October, 

A D 1605 
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him to the government of Bengal vith orders to pro- 
ceed thither immediately and keep in check the rebel 
hous apint of the Afghans. 

In obedience to the royal orders Raja Man Sing 
returned to Bengal , but at the end of 
eight morlths that U to say, early In 
the )car IO15, he was recalled to 
court* As it frequently happens that great e\*cntj 
arise from apparently inadequate causes thus the re 
mo>*al oi an able and experienced officer from the 
go\'cmment of three nch and extensive provinces is 
attributed to the lo\'e of jehangire for the fair Noor 
Jehan then the wife of another person 


^Haja Man Sing allowed to eo/oy a life of eise for iotic 
yctr» 00 hii piteraal eiuies bat wae Afrerwonlj appointed to the 
command of an army in tbe Dekkan, and died there A. It letj 
(x- 1» 16151, It is reUtei, that tluy vsmea were borol on hn 
fnncril pde j and that hit teraglio coaiitted of fifteen hnadred 
women, by cxch of whom he htJ two or three chlIJrea, all of 
^Sem died before lb ir Ciiher ex epi hit sa ceiiof Rtj* Dh»» 
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The empeor Jahangire confers the government of the thtee 
provinces on Cuttub Addeen Khan, his foster-brother — Shere 
Afgun, a’ Chief bf Burd wan, refuges to wait on the new governor 
— This circuihstance e<plained by the history of Chaja Aiass — 
Birth of the beautiful Noor-Jehan — Her , marriage with Shere — 
Persecutioh of her husband — Cuttub proceeds to Burdwan, and 
IS killed, with several of his nobles, by Shere, who also falls in 
the contest — \ffection of the emperor at the death of Cuttub 

'When the emperor Jehangire felt himself firmly- 
established bn his throne, and he found that' he could 
dispense with the service of Raja Man Sing, he re-called 
him from 'Bengal, and appointed his own foster-brother, 
Cuttub Addeen Kokultash, to the government of the 
three proVmces of Behar, Bengal, and Orissa. Qn the 
9th of the month Suffer, of the year 
A D 1606. 1015, the new governor was invested 

with the robes of office, and,’ in addition to the usual 
present of horses, elephants, and arms, received from 
the royal treasury 200,060 rupees for his own expenses, 
and 300,000 for the expenses of his followers. 

Some months after the arrival of the new governor'at 
the capital of Bengal, he took offenCe that Shbre Afgun, 
a nobleman celebrated ‘for bis 'great prowess, 'but who, 
disgusted with court, had retired to his estate in Bur- 
dwan, had not come to Rajemahel, to congratulate him 
upon his accession to the government , he therefore 
summoned him to appear, and to clear himself from 
Some charges bf 'which he stood accused. Shere, sus- 
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pccUng that treachery was designed refused to move 
from Burdwan , and the viceroy having represcnicd 
this contumadoni conduct to the emperor recci\*ed 
orders to send Sbere Afgana prisoner to court and if 
this measure should be found impracticable, to put him 
to death cither by open force or by stratagem 

Such were ostensible moti\'e3 assigned lor this tran 
sacUon but» m order to elucidate the real cause of this 
c\*cnt, It becomes requisite to revert to the History of 
Hindoostan and to introduce to the reader one of the 
most celebrated characters that wa:» c\cr appeared on 
the thcatie of Ada.* 

"About twenty >car3 before this period Chaja 
Alais a native of the western Tartar\ 
left that counlr> to push his fonunc iu 
Hindoostan. He was descended of an 
ancient and noble family fallen into deca> by \'anous 
rcvolutlousof fortune. Hc,howcvcr had received a good 
education which was all his parent could bestow 1 all 
mg In love with a young woman as poor as him elf he 
marnedher but he found It difficult to provndc foi her 
the v'cr) neccssanes of life. Reduced to the Usi exirc 
mil> be turned hu thoughts upon India, the usual rc 
source of the need) Tartars of the north. He left 
piivatcl^ friends who cither would not or could not 
assist him and turned his face to a foreign country 
His all Consisted uf one auny horse und a very 

live satre moiWtr »bich *«e att gned in pai.r 144 r«pcctif r 
Sh*ic StfxK, Ease cuicd the ii.ieft»m f ihi* c u*a ficrm ihr 
llutory U Ulodooiun and lie Lcauly rf the »t> e itHitet* ire to 
It xntuim aiihOD h it saiies m »ait.c ii junicubo 
irea oy 1 ciiiaa Elariucnpu. 
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small sum of money, which had piocceded from the * 
sale of his other effects Placing his wife upon the 
horse, he walked by her side. She happened to be 
with child, and could ill endure the fatigue of so 
great a journey. Their scanty pittance of money 
W'as soon expended they had even subsisted for 
some days upon charity, when they arrived on the 
skirts of the gieat solitudes which separate Tartarv 
from the dominions of the family ofTimui.in India. 
No house was there to cover them from the inclemency 
of the weather; no hand to rf^lieve their w^ants. 
To return, was certain misery , to proceed, apparent 
destruction 

They had fasted three days to complete their 
misfortunes, the wife of Aiass was taken in laboui. 
.She began to reproach her husband for leaving his 
native country at an unfortunate houi , foi exchang- 
ing a quiet, thougli poor life, for the ideal prospect 
of wealth in a distant country In this distressed 
situation she brought forth a daughter. TJiey remained 
in the place for some hours, wntli a vain hope that 
travellers might pass that way. They were disappoint- 
ed human feet seldom tread these deserts The 
sun declined apace they feared the approach of 
night the place was the haunt of wild beasts , and 
should they escape their hunger, they must fall by 
their own Chaja Aiass, m this extremity, 'having 
placed his wife on the horse, found himself so much 
exhausted that he could scarcely move To carry 
the child was impossible the mother could not even 
hold herself fast on the horse. A long contest began 
between humanity and necessity the latter prevailed 
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and they a^ced to expose the child on the hjghw^) 
The Infant, co\*ercd with leases was placed under 
a tree and the disconsolate parents proceeded In tears. 

When they had advanced about a mile from the 
place, and the ejes of the mother could no longer 
distinguish the solitary tree under which she had 
l^ft her daughter she gave way to grief and throw 
jng herself from the horse on the ground exclaimed 
" M) child I my child 1 " Shfc endeavoured to raise her 
self but she had no strength to return Alass was 
pierced to the heart He pre^'aned upon hli wife 
to sit down he promised to bring her the Infant 
He arrived at the place. No sooner had his c>c3 
reached the child than be was almost struck dead 
mth horror A black snake It Is said ivas" colled 
nround it and Aiass behexed he beheld him extend 
ing his fatal jaws to devour the Infant The father 
rushed forward the serpent alarmed at his vociferation 
retired into the hollow tree. He took up hts daughter 
unhurt and returned to the mother He gave her child 
into her arras and as he was informing her of the 
wonderful escape of the infant some trax'cliers appeared, 
and soon reHc\*ed them of all their wants The) pro 
cecded gradual!) and came to Lahore, 

The emperor Akbir at the arrival of Ainss*kcpl 
his court at Lahore. Asuf Khan one of that monarch s 
princlpil omrahs attended then the presence lie nas 
a distant relation to Mist and he received Iilm with 
attention and fncndshtp To cmplo) him he made 
hirn hit Oft n iccretar) Alast soon recommended liim 
rlf to \suf in that station anJ by some accident his 
« In tb Tat kh I bif; Kbao ho U caQcd Ch/ai He 
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diligence and ability attracted the notice of the emperor, * 
who raised him to the command of a thousand horse. 
He became, in process of time, master of the house- 
hold , and his genius being still greater than even his 
^ood fortune, he raised himself to the office and title of 
Actimad-ul-Do\vla, or high treasurer of the empire. 
Thus he, who had almost peribhed through mere want m 
the desert, became, in the space of a few years, tlie 
first subject in India. 

The daughter, who had been born to Aiass in the 
desert, received, soon after his arrival at Lahore, the 
name of Mher-ul-Nissa, or the Sun of women. She had 
some right to the appellation , for in beauty she excelled 
^1 the ladies of the east She was educated with the 
utmost* care and attention In music, m dancing, m 
poetry, m painting, she had no equal among her sev 
Her disposition was volatile, her wit lively and satirical, 
her spirit lofty and uncontrolled. Selim, the prince-' 
royal, visited one day her father When the public 
entertainment was over, when all, except the principal 
guests, were withdrawn, and wine was brought on the 
tablb, the ladies, according to custom, were introduced 
in their veils The ambition of Mher-ul-Nissa aspired 
to a conquest of the prince. She sung — he wasjn rap- 
tures , she danced — he could hardly b6 restrained by the 
rules of decency, to his place Her strature, her shape, 
her gait, had raised his ideas of her'beauty to the high- 
est pitch When his eyes seemed to devour her, sue, 
ab by accident, drppt her veil , and shone upon him, 
at once, with all her charms. The confusion, which 
she could well feign, on the occasion, heightened the 
beauty of her face. Her timid eye by stealth fell upon th^ 
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prince and kindled all his soul into love Hcwassllent 
for the rcpnalnlng “part of the evening She endeavoured 
to confirm by her wit the conquest which the «;harm 5 of 
lier persqn had made. 

Selim distracted with his passion knew not what 
course to take, Mher u! NIssa had been betrothed by 
her father to Al> Cool> Shcre Afgun a Turkomanlan 
nobleman of great renown Selim applied to his fatlier 
Akbar who ateml> refused to comm»t a piece of in 
justice though in favour of the heir of his throne. The 
prince retired aliashed and Mher ul Mssa becante the 
wife ofSherc -Xfgun. Thelattcr however sufTcrcdin his 
prospects of lifc> for not havnng made a voluntary 
resignation of the lad> to the enamoured prince 
“though Selim durst make no open attack upon his for 
tunatc rival durinj, the life of Akbar men In office 
worihlpped the n mg sun and threw accumulated dn 
V,race on bhcre Afgun He became discusled and left 
inc ccurt of \gra. He retired into the province of 
Ucrgal and obtained from the Subahdar of that 
countr) the kupcruitci dcncj of the district of Burdwan 

The passion for MherulMssi which Selim had 
icprcs ed from a respect and fear of his f,ilher returned 
with ledoub'ed violence when h'* himsrif mnunted the 
throne oi India He was now ab olutc no subject 
cculd Ihwail hH will ard pleasure, lie recalled Shcrc 
\fi,un frem the retreat He was afraid however tog) 
60 much against the current of the public opinion as t j 
drpiivc tfkt amvr of hi# wife Sherc was ind-xiblc 
no Iran cf hcncur m India can part with hU npjuv 
ig d iclahi hiJ lif- His incredible strength and braverj 
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had rendered Shere extremely popular. He was ’ 
naturally high-spirited and proud , and it was not 
to be expected that he would yield to indignity and 
pubhc shame His family, and his former reputation, were 
high Born of noble parents in Turkomaia, he had spent 
Ins youth in Persia , and had served, with uncommon 
renown, Snaw Ismael, the third of the Sufviye line 
His original name was Asta Jillo, but having killed a 
lion, he was dignified with the title of of Shere Afgun, 
or the overthrower of the Hon Under the latter name 
he became famous in India In the wars of Akbar, he 
hsid served with grbht reputation He had distinguish- 
ed himself in a particular manner under JChan IChtatian, 
at the taking tif Sind, by exhibiting prodigies of 
personal Strength and valour. Preferments had been 
heaped upon him , and he was highly esteemed at 
court during the life of Akbar, who loved in ithers 
that daring intrepidity for which hp hiniseli was 
renowned ' 

Jehangire kept his court at Dehly, when he callpd 
Shere Afgun to the presence. He received Jiim 
graciously, and conferred new honours upon him. 
Shere Afgun, naturally open and generous, suspected 
not the emperor’s intentions Time, he thought, had 
erased the memory pf Mher-ul-Nissa from Jehangire s 
^ mind He was deceived the monarch was resolved to 
remove his rival , but the means he used were at 
once ungenerous and disgraceful. He appointed a day 
j.ov hunting , and ordered the hunt of an enormous tiger 
to be explored. News was soon brought, that a tiger 
of an extraordinary size was discoveied in the forest 
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of Nldarban This savage, it was said had carrier! 
off many of the largest oxen from the neighbouring 
villages. The cmj>cror directed thither his march 
attended by Sherc Afgun and all his pnndpal officer* 
with their train of dependants. HaWng* according to 
the custom of the Moghul Tartars surrounded the 
ground for many miles they began to move toward 
the centre on all sides. The tiger was roused his 
roanng was heard In all quarters and the emperor 
hastened to the place. 

The nobility being assembled jehangrro called 
aloud “who among )oa will advTince singl) and 
attack this tiger ? They looked on one another m 
silence then aU turned their c>*es on Shere Afgun 
He seemed not to understand their meaning At 
length three Omrahs started forth from the circle and 
sacrificing fear to shame 6 ^ at the croperof s feet and 
begged permission to try singly tbcir strength against 
the formidable animal The pnde of Shere Afgun 
arose. He had Imagined that none drust attempt a 
deed 50 dangeross. He hoped that after the refusal of 
live nobles the honour of the enterprbe vrould devoK-c 
in course on his hands. But three had offered them 
cUcs for the combat and they uerc bound In honour 
to Insist on their prior right Afraid of losing his 
former renonn Slicrc Afgun began thus In the pre- 
lence • to attack an animal with weapons is both unman 
I> and unfair God has given to man limbs and sine*."' 
as well as to tiger* he has added reason to the former 
l > conduct hi* strength ** Tlie other omrahs objcctcu 
in vain, **11111 all men were lofcrlor to the Uj er In 
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strength, and that he could be overcome only with steel ” » 
“ I will convince you of your mistakes,” Shere Afgun 
replied , and, throwing down his sword and shield, pre- 
pared to advance unarmed. 

Though the emperor was, in secret, pleased with a 
proposal full of danger to Shere, he made a show of 
dissuading him from the enterprise Shere was deter- 
mined. The monarch, with feigned reluctance, yielded 
Men knew not whether they ought most to admire the 
courage of the man, or to exclaim against the folly of the 
deed. x\stonishment was painted in every face every 
tongue was silent. Writers give a particular but incre- 
dible detail of the battle between Shere'Afgun and the 
tiger This much is certain, that, after a long and obsti- 
nate struggle, the astonishing warrior prevailed, and, 
though mangled with wounds himself, laid at last the 
savage dead at his feet. The thousands who were eye- 
witnesses of the action were even almost afraid to vouch 
for the truth of the exploit, with their concurring testi- 
mony. The fame of Shere was increased, and the 
designs of the emperor failed. But the determined cruel- 
ty of the latter stopt not here other means of death 
were contrived against the unfortunate Shere. 

He had scarcely recovered from his wounds, when 
he came to pay his respects at court. He was caressed 
by the emperor , and he suspected no guile. A snare 
however was prepared for him. Jehangire had meanly 
condescended to give private orders to the rider of one 
of his largest elephants, to waylay his rival, m one of 
the narrow streets, when he next should return to 
court, and there to tread him to death, As accidents of 
that kind sometimes happen, from the rage of tho-'' 
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animals {n the ratting season, the thing mfght have 
passed without suspicion Shere was carried in his 
palanky He saw the elephant In his wa> He gave 
orders to the bearers to return back the elephant 
came forward they threw the palankyi with their master, 
in the street, and fled to save their lives. 5hcre saw his 
danger He had just time to nse. He drew a short 
f\v‘ord which always hung by his side with this w'capon 
he struck the elephant across the root of the trunk 
which he cut off with one blow The animal roared 
turned from him fell down and expired The emperor 
was looking out at a window herctlred with amazment 
and shame. Shere continued his v.a> to the palace. 
Without any suspicion of treachen he related the parti 
culars to jehangire. The latter disguised his sentiments 
but relinquished not h(s designs. He praised the 
strength and valour of Shere who retired satisfied, and 
unsuspecting from the presence 

Whether the emperor endeavoured to conquer hli 
passion for Mher ul Nissa or fell remorse from his own 
Ir-havnour Is uncertain but, f>r the space of six months 
n j further attempts were made against the life of Shere 
who now retired to Bengal The forroer designs of 
Jehangire were no secret thc> were the sublect of 
c jmmon conversation little to the asvantage of the 
character of a great prince. Absolute monarch! how 
r\cr are never without men who flatter their 
vsorst passions and administer to their most pernicious 
pleasures. Cottub Subahdar of Bengal was one of 
these convenient $)COphants To ingratiate himself 
v^ilh the emperor though perhaps not b> his express 
commands, he hired fort) ruflians to attack and murder 
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Shere, when an opportunity should offer. Shore was 
apprized of the intentions of Cuttab. He continued 
within doors , but such was his confidence in his own 
strength and valour, that at night he would not permit 
his servants to remain in his house. They, accord- 
ing to custom, retired each to his own home An old 
porter only remained, of the men-servants, under the 
same roof with Shere. The assassins were no strangers 
to a circumstance common in India. They made them 
, observations upon the house they found that there was* 
h room on the right hand \Vithin the principal door, 
which Shere used as a writing chamber, This room 
communicated, by a narrow passage, with the sleeping 
apartments. When it was dark, they took advantage of 
the old porter’s absence, and conveyed themselves, 
without discovery, into the house. 

The principal door being bolted at the usual hour, 
Shere and his family went to bed. Some of the 
assassins, when they thought he was fallen asleep, stole 
silently into hts apaftmCnt They prepared to plunge 
their daggers into his body, when one of them, who was 
an old man, being touched with remorse, cried out with a 
loud voice, “hold ' have we not the emperor’s orders ? 

‘ Let us behave like men Shall forty fall upon one , 
“and that one asleep*” “Boldly spoken said Shere, 
starting that instant from his bed Seizing his sword, he 
placed himself in a corner of the room there he was 
attacked by the assassins. In a few minutes, many of 
the villains lay, weltering- in their blood, at his feet._ 
Scarce one-half escaped without a wound. The 
old man, who had given warning, did not attempt 
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to fl> Sherc took him by the hand praUed and 
thanked him for his behavionr and haMng Inquired 
about those who hired the assassins dismissed him 
with handsome presents to relate the particulars 
abroad 

The fame of this (Gallant c'<ploIt resounded through 
the whole empire. Shere could not stir abroad for the 
mob who pressed around him He, however thought 
proper to retire from the capital of Bengal to Hs 
old residence at Burdwan, He hoped to live there In 
obscunty and safety with his beloved Mher ul NIssa. Ho 
was deceived the Subadar of Bengal had received his 
government for the purpose of removing the unfortu 
nate Shere and he was not ungrateful After dell 
berating with himself about the means he at last fell 
upon an cfre~tual expedient Settling the affairs of his 
government at Rajemahel which was at that time the 
capital of Bengal he resolved ndlh a great retinue to 
make the tour of the dependant provinces. In his 
route he came to Burdwan. He made no secret to his 
principal ofTicers that he had the emperors orders for 
dispatching Shere, That devoted arayr bearing that the 
Subahdar was entering the town In which he resided 
mounted his horse and with two servants onl> went to 
pay Ills respects. The Subahdar received Sherc with 
affected politeness. They rode for some lime side by 
side and their conv'crsation turned upon indifferent 
affairs. The Subahdar sudddcniy stopped fic ordered 
his cicphant of state to be brought which he 
mounted under a pretence of appearing with b'^mlng 
P'lmp in the clt> of Burdwan. Sherc stoovl still when 
tbc Subahdar was ascending and one of the cmen, 
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pretending that Shere was in the way, struck his horse, 
and began to drive him before him. Shere was en- 
raged at the dffront he knew that the pikeman durst 
not have used that freedom without his master's orders , 
he saw plainly that there was a design laid against hi's 
life. Turning therefore round upon the pikeman, he 
threatened him with instant death. The man fell on 
the ground and begged for mercy.* Swords were 
drawn. Shere had no time to lose he spurred his 
horse up to the elephant, on which the Subahdar was 
mounted, and, having broken down the avtbhaty or 
castle, cut him m two , and thus the unfortunate 
Cuttub became the victim of his own zeal to please the 
emperor. Shere did not rest here : he turned his sword 
on the other officers The first that fell by his hands 
was Aba Khan, a native of Cashmire, who was an amyr 
of five thousand horse. Four other nobles shared the 
same fate : a death attended every blow from the hand 
of Shere The remaining-Chiefs were at once astonished 
and frightened ; they fled to a distance and formed a 
circle around him Some began to gall him with ar- 
rows ; others to fire with their musquets. His horse, at 
length, being shot with a ball in the forehead, fell 
under him. The unfortunate Shere, reduced to the last 
extremity, began to upbraid them with cowardice He 
invited them severally to single combat , but he begged 
in vain He had already received some wounds he 
plainly saw his approaching fate. Turning his face 
towards Mecca, he took up some dust with his hand ; 
and, for want of water, threw it, by way of ablution, 
upon his head. He then stood up, seemingly uncon- 
cerned, Six balls elitered his body in^ different 
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places befort he fell His enemies had scarcel> 
courage to come near till they saw him In the last 
agonies of death. They praised his \alour to the 
skies but In adding to his reputation the) took au’ay 
from their own 

The officer who succeeded the deceased Subahdar 
in the command of the troops hastened to the house 
ofShere He was afraid that MhernlMssa In the 
first paroxysms of grief might make awa> \nth herself 
That lady however bore her misfortunes with more for 
titude and resignation She was unwilling to adopt the 
manners of her country upon such tragical occasions 
she even pretended in vindication of her apparent in 
senslbillt) to follow the Injunctions of her deceased 
lord She alleged that Shcrc, foreseeing lus own fall 
b> Jehangire, had conjured her to > leld to the desires 
of that monarch without hesitation. The reason which 
she said he ga\*e were as feeble as the fact itsell was 
Improbable— he was afraid that his own exploits would 
sink into oblivnon >7llhoat they were connected with 
the remarkable e\xnt of giving an empress to India, 

When Intelligence of the death ofCuttub Addccn 
Khan reached the emperor he ivas much anUclcd a* 
he vras e\er found him a falthfo! and devoted semint 
and it Is said that, on tlili occasion Jehangire made 
a vow he wiuld never sec the lad) who liad been 
though unconsclouil) the cause ofhls favourite s ilcath 
but the beaut) and attractions of that accomplished 
female made him change hli resolution and formanv 
)car5 she conjoint!) wdth him ruled the empire of 
India, A circumstance so uncommon in an Asiatic 
government is thus recorded on the coin of that period 
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By order of the emperor Jehang ire, gold acquired a hundred 
times additional value by the name of the express Noor Jehan 
{Lxghi of the Woild )— Khofy Khatt's Huioty . 


JEHANGIRE COOLY KHAN CABULY. 

Early in the year roi6, Jehangire Cooly Khan, who 
was then governor,of Behar, was, upon 
A D 1607. death of Cuttub Addeen, ordered 

to take charge of Bengal This was an officer of highly 
distinguished courage he had gained great celebrity by 
the overthrow and death of Sunkeram, Raja of Gorack- 
pore, who had frequently been guilty of disobedience to 
the royal authority. 

In his disposition were blended the opposite qualities 
of piety and cruelty he constantly retained in his ser-. 
vice a hundred persons who could repeat the Koran by 
heart; and who, at the end of every repetition, bestowed 
on him the merit aiising therefrom.* He also attend- 
ed prayers five times daily, and was much employed in 
religious offices but, as a judge, he was inexorable, 
While engaged in ‘ prayers, he frequently, by a motion 
of his hand, gave the signal for the flogging, hanging, or 
beheading a culprit He was at all times attended 

♦The English reader may perhaps be surprised at this circums- 
tance , but if he wdl recollect that his own ancestors frequently 
bequeathed large sums of money for masses, to be said for their 
souls, he will perceive thjt the governor only anticipated events. 


233 nisroR'v OF Bengal. [sect m 

by a hundred trampeiers, who whenever the villa 
gers disputed with him respecting their rents used to 
make so dreadful a noise as terrified the rustics Into 
submission. He was also constantly accompanied by 
a hundred Casfiralrlan archers who could bring down 
the smallest bird in Its flight and who were read) to 
pierce wdth their arrow's any person pointed out in the 
crowd in shorty he w'as detested by the inhabitants of 
Hehar but, fortunately for those of Uengal, he died In 
little more than a year after he had assumed that go* 
vemmeqt and before be had lime to make them feel 
cITccls of hn cruelty 
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I*Um Khsn appoioied to the cowamcat— MsVei Dacca the 
captial of the prorincc — Account of the 1 onugoeto pirate»— 
Sebutian Goaialet takes possession of bimdecp and sereial 
other islands at the maath of the Ganges, and attains to great 
purer — Anaporam brother of the tang of Arracan takes r^uge 
at bandeep — Gues h»s sister lo mamat^c to Contales— Ihci— 
The king of \rmc4n caters into ■ confederacy wuh the pirates — 
Tbeir on ted forces invade Bengal— Defeated— The Afghani 
under Oiman Khan rebel— The goreroor sends an ambassador 
to them— The Afahacs refose to submit — The goremor sends an 
array nnder Shujaei I hin against thera— \ general eagagement 
ensaes, which ofier a hard fought contest temurutes in favour nl 
the Moghuls — Oitnan Khan hann^ l>erokined. his brother and son 
snppbcaie for peace— The governor sends his own sco Hoihj g 
with the ptisnnets and elepbanu lo \tra— The goreroor of Ilchar 
being abvent. an impoiior astaaies th title of Sultan Khutero, 
aodtiketpoM tnoa of I aios- Toe gsve-ar’ rcurot an I pn» 
the impostor to death— Islam Khan dies. 
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' In the year of the Hejira 1087, the government of 

Bengal being vacant by the death of 
A D 1608 .-u 

the late occupant, the emperor was 

pleased to promote Islam Khan to that office he at 

the same time appointed Afzul Khan to the charge of 

' of Behar. 

The first act of Islam Khan’s authority was the 

removal of the seat of government from Rajemahel 

T. , , to the city of Dacca ; the name of which, 

Dacca made the ’ 

capital of Bengal m compliment to the reigning emperor, 
he changed to Jehangirenagur. He 
built there a palace, and a brick fort, some remains 
of which are still standing 

Although the oriental historians have not assigned 
any reason for Islam Khan’s changing the seat of- 
government, his motives are satisfactorily accounted for 
in the annals of Portuguese Asia. ^ 

It appears, that, at the conclusion of the i6th century, 

' ^ a number of Portuguese were settled 

Portuguese pj rates r a 1^1 

on the coast of Arracan and Chitta- 
gong , many of these bad entered into the service of 
the native princes , and, from their knowledge of 
maritime affairs, and by their desperate bravery, had 
reason to considerable commands, and had obtained 
extensive grants of land, both on the continent and 
in the adjacent islands 

The treacherous or turbulent conduct of these 


advehturers having given offence to the Raja of 


A D ''1607 


Arracan, he, early in the year ior6, 
determined to extiipate them from 


his dominions , many were m consequence put to 
death, but a number of them escaped, in nine or 
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ten small vessels to the islands at the mouth of 
the river Ganges where, for sometime, they Hved 
bj pirac> * 

This conduct having attracted the notice of 
Futlch Khan the Moghul commander of the Island 
of Sundeep he ordered all the Portuguese inhabitants 
and other Christians on the island to be aciaed and 
pat to death He then embarked with 600 soldiers, 
on board fort> vessels and went In pursuit of the 
pirates. He found them at anchor ofT the Island 
of Deccan Shabasporo and attacked them with great 
iigour but tJie supenor skill of the Portuguese id 
the management of their ships and the use ol their 
cannon counter balanced the ad\*antage of numbers 
and after a hard fought contest, nhlch lasted the 
whole night Futteh khan with the greater part 
of his troops iras killed and the whole of his fleet 
captured 

This unexpected snetory raised the fame of the 
pirdtes and in consequence their countrymen and 
Christian conicrts joined them from all quarters 
They elected for their Chief a common sijlor named 
Sebastian Gonrales and determined to secure for 
thcmselv'es a permanent settlement by taking posses 
Sion of the Island of bundeep 

In the year 1018 the whole Portuguese force con 
Marc\ fitting of 400 men landed at bun 

A U 16 o>> deep upon which the brother of 

Punch Khan with the Mohammedan 
troops too refuge in a small fort while the Hindoo 


Imc iraoiUiM;ti of iaiia'de Sou/aa Hatorjr toL in p 154 
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inhabitants remained neutral spectators of the contest ; 

^ m 

but as the garrison expected no quarter, the}' defended 
themselves with great resolution, and the siege was 
protracted for a considerable time at length, a Spanish 
ship having cast anchor at the island, the captain 
of her agreed to assist the Portuguese, and having 
at night, landed fifty of his men, he marched with 
lighted torches, and drums beating and, being 
joined by the Portuguese, they attacked the fort, 
entered it, and put the wli^le of the gainson to 
the sword. The natives of the islands immediately 
submitted, and were granted security of their lives 
and property, on condition of delivering up all the 
Mohammedans of these 1000 were brought to the 
fort, and, in revenge for the Portuguese familes th .t 
had been put to death by Futteh Khan, were butchered 
in cold blood. 

Thus Sebastian Gonzales became absolute master 
of the island of Sundeep, and was obe\ ed by the 
natives and Portuguese as an independent prince 
In the course of a short time, his force consisted 
of icoo Portuguese, 2000 Indian soldiers, 200 cavalry, 
and eighty sail of vessels, of various sizes and well 
mounted with cannon, and, as h’s government was 
conducted with equity, many merchants resorted 
to the island, and, by their commerce contributed much 
to increase his revenue 

The neighbouring Chiefs, astonished at the prodigious 
success of Gonzales, sought his friendship, and depre- 
cated his wrath , but, as he was of an intractable and > 
covetous disposition, he listened not to their friendly 

17 
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orertures and although he was under great obligations 
to the Raja of Battcala who bad first given refuge to 
the Portuguese in their distress, he ungratefully seized 
upon the Isladns of Shahbaxpore and Patelbanga which 
belonged to that Chief, by which incans hb terHtorles 
became as extensive as those of some Independent 
princes and consisting entirely of island were secure 
from the attacks of an enemy, so long as the 
Portuguese were masters of the sea.* 

About this period an event pccurred which con 
tributed much to the fame and riches of the pirates. 
Anaporam a brother of the king of Arracan, who vras 
governor of one of the districts in that country, having 
been guilty of some ralsdemcanonr fled, and took refuge 
at Sundeep where be prevailed upon Sebastian Gonzales 
by the promise of a large sum of money and hli sister in 
mamage, to espouse his cause and to assist him In the 
rcco^ry ol his government. Gonzales in consequence, 
sent a detachment of troops and several ships n’fth 
Anaporam to the coast of Arracan but tlje> were so 
vigorously opposed that they were obliged to return 
without effecting any thing more than bringing 
og the wealth and family of Anaporam who, in 
compliance with his promise, paid Gonzales a 
largo sum of money and permitted his sister to turn 
Christian, and to become the wife of the pirate. The 
ptfncc, shortly after fhlsctcnf died not wuheut saipl 

• These iiUcds, which arc oG tilutet! tt the mouth of tft 
ciJterti branch of the Gaopcs, ore ot present, bat ihinly lohabiirJ. 
thetr onljr prodoettons bein; rice and uJi aod their climite (t 
uppcied to be my onfatourab e to Lmopeui caoiumtioci. 
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cion of having been poisoned ; and all hi 
into the hands oi Gonzales. 

The following year, the Raja of Arracan, having de- 

. , termined to invade Bengal, sent an 

A D i6ro ^ 

envoy to bundeep, to conclude a treaty 

of peace with the pirates, a.id to request their co-opera- 
tion against the Moghul forces : he was also authoi isecl 
to demand the wife and children of the deceased prince. 
The latter request was immediately complied with , and 
the laady, having been carried to Chittagong, was 
married to the governor of that place. 

A league was shortly after concluded between the 
Raja and the Portuguese , by v.’hich it was stipulated, 
that the Raja should invade Bengal with a large 
army by land , and that the Portuguese should co-operate 
by sea, and with their small vessels protect and guar 1 
the passage of the rivers. The Raja also agreed to 
place his own fleet under the command of Gonzale',, 
provided the latter gave his nephew as a hostage foi 
its safe retuin. It was further stipulated, that whatever 
conquests were made, should be equally divided be- 
tween the contracting parties. Every thing having been 
settled to their mutual satisfaction, the combined forces 
proceeded towards Bengal, and, without opposition, 
took possession of the country in the vicinity of Lucki- 
pore and Bulloah on the eastern side of the rivet 
Megna , but a numerous army of the Moghul troops 
soon after arriving, the Arracanners were defeated with 
great slaughter , and the Portuguese, having neglected to 
occupy the rivers with their gunboats, the former were 
pursued nearly as far as Chittagong , and the Raja, with 
^reat difflculty, effected his escape upon an elephant. 



IIISTOR\ OF BENCAl- 


2 ^ 


[SPCT YX 


Such were, probablj the circumstances uhich In 
duccd Islam Khan to change the seat of go\‘emmcnt 
and to fix hie residence at Dacca where, by his alert 
ness in opposing the Invaders upon all occasions he so 
much recommended himself to the emperor that he 
was promoted to the rank of commander of SPOO horie 
hortunate, indeed It was for the inhabitants of Bengal 
thatthe> at that time possesied so active and enterpris 
ing a go\cmor for scarce!) were their minds freed from 
the incursions of the ^toghs when thej were threatened 
b} an enem) from the opposite quarter 

In the year t020 the Afghan Chief Osman Khan 
A U r6n son of Cuttulu Khan • evinced signs 
of his turbulent and unbroken spinL 
In order to bring him to a prop'^r sense of his dut) the 
^nxeriiof had the moderation to send to him an amKts 
jiador who In an eloquent speech attempted to con 
\incc the \f^hans of the fjlt> of drawing on themselves 
the impcnal arms and the Hulc chance there was of 
T^ain shafing off the Moghul > oke, which he asserted 
p c < d lighter on them than an> other class of hii 
ma)•^t> s subjects that united m the faith of Moham 
ined K wtis their dut) as the inferljr power to bend 
to and endeavour to assimilate with the conquerors 
lint nations rise and tall b) destin) that for six 
hundred j cars the \fghins Ind ruled llindoostan with 
d-spotic swav but that fate had non consigned the 
sc'*ptcc to the hands of the Moghuls llicv ought there 
f Kc to bear their lot vrlth humilit) and rcdgnatlon, and 
lr-iid down In subtnlislon to the Divdne decree Had 
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this address been made to any other nation, it is possible 
it might have been attended with efiect , but as, to the 
present day, the Afghans have never been able to “ con- 
vert their swords into plough-shares,” and, of the descend- 
ants of the numerous bands of that tribe who formerly 
overran Bengal, not a'man is to be found who will con- 
descend to cultivate the ground, the rhetoric of the 
ambassador was thrown to the winds. The haughtv 
Oaman Khan, at the head of 20,000 Afghans, considered 
himself as a second Alexander, and breathed nothing but 
war and independence. 

The governor, having been thus foiled in amicable 
overtures, lost not another moment in making prepara- 
tions to subdue this haughty spirit he fitted out a 
numerous and well-appointed army, the command of 
which he entrusted to Shujaet Khan, a brave and ex- 
perienced officer, with orders to expel the whole of the 
turbulent Afghans from Orissa. 

Upon tlie approach of the royal array, Osman Khan 
advanced to the banks of the Subanreeka river, the 
neighbourhood of which abounded with swamps and 
quagmires, and was consequently unfavourable for the 
operations of the Moghul cavalry. The imperial gene- 
ral, however, advanced in battle array, and found the 
Afghans drawn out ready to receive him Osman had 
placed his war-elephants m front of the columns des- 
tined for the attack , and, upon the signal being given, 
these furious animals advanced, and bore down every 
thing before them. Syed Adam and Iftikhar Khan, 
who commanded the right and left wings of the im- 
perial army, with a number of other Chiefs of note, were 
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*;r>on extended on the plain, Notwithatandlnjj jjrcat 
number of the rebels had become the food of the blood 
thlrst> sword and were fallen in the dost of dcstruc 
tlon * Osman elated by the death of lo manj of the 
rn\Til Chiefs and regardless of the number of his own 
people who were slain being preceded by a celebnted 
elephant named Bukhtch advanced In person Into the 
heat of the action bat being exceedingly corpolenl 
he rodea quiet elephant carrydngan ambharr or covered 
seat from which be dlschaigcd his arrows mtb great 
r*'<ecation HaWng at length reached the post of 
Shujaet Khan the Imperial commander In^chlef he 
irdcred the dri\*er of the war-elephant to trample 
that officer and the small party which surrounded him 
under foot Shujaet Khan perceiving his intention 
purred on his horse and wounded the elephant 
with his spear he then drew hfs sword and inflicted 
four other wounds on the animal but the furious beast 
ml) more Irritated \iy his wounds made a de' 
f>cr»techargc and overthrew the generals horse 
shujaet however extricated himself from his steed 
inH bravely standing his ground wounded the elephant 
twice on the foreleg which brought him upoo his 
knees the Oilef then plunged his dagger Into the 
animal s trunk, which completel) disabled him. 

Shujaet Khan having thus narrowly escaped from 
so unequal a contest remounted his horse and shewed 
himself to Ms troops who were much dispirited and 

A literal traBiUlion of the whole of thb pafSJc« nvif h* 
r :io 1 in iKe AppeoHit to the Dtsaiptite Caulo ctofTiproj 
bolians Ubrary vo Vj 
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beginning to retire. At thisrcrisis, when, a number cTf 
the royal generals having been killed and many more 
disabled by wounds, a universal panic pervaded the 
army, by chance, a Moghul ball, from some unknown 
hand, struck Osman in the forehead , but the wound 
not proving immediately mortal, he continued, while he 
had any strength remaining, to stimulate his troops to 
fight : at length, becoming faint, he was obliged to re- 
tire , and the Afghans, seeing their Chiefs elephant mov- 
ing to the rear, fled to their capfip Osman reached 
his tent nearly exhausted, and expired during the 
night Early the next morning, Vely and Mumriez, 
the brother and son of the deceased, 'fled with the body 
to their fortress, and the Afghans dispersed themselves 
In various directions. 

The state of the Moghul army was such, th^t they 
could not pursue the fugitives, till a reinforcement of 
300 fresh cavalry, and 400 infantry, joined them. 
Shujaet Khan then placed himself at their head, and 
followe’d the Afghans. 

The son and brother of Osman, seeing the perse- 
verance of the imperial general, found there was no 
alternative but to throw themselves on his clemency 
they therefore sent an envoy to him, to request he 
would pardon their errors; and to state, that if he would 
assure them of personal safety, they would proceed to 
court, and become his majesty’s most faithful depen- 
dantseadd adherents. 

S lujaet Khan having strictly complied with these 
proprsitions, the next day Vely and Mumriez, with a 
number of the deceased Chiefs relations, waited on the 
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Imperial geieral aid pr_jcitel hi n with hrty il i 
elephants and some jewels being the only remalnining 
property of the -^.f^nan Chief With these proofs of 
his success, Shujaet Khan Immediately proceeded to 
Dacca and presented them and his prisoners to the 
governor 

As this was the expiring effort of the Afghans to 
recover their authority In Bengal the news wasreccl\‘cd 
at court with great satisfaction. Shujiet khan u'as 
honoured with the title of Ruslcml Zeman fthe 
Hercules of the age) and the go^tmor was promoted to 
the command of 6ooo horse. 

On the twent> second of Mohurrem A- II ioa3 
Hoshung son of the governor arrived 
* ^ at Agra with his prisoners and the 
elephints of the Afghan Ch*cl and was most graciously 
received he also presented to the emperor several of 
the Mughs natives of the countries of Pegu and Arra 
can who had been made prisoners during the war 
with those nations The customs of llfcse people 
seemed to his majesty \*cry reprehensible ns he was 
Informed that they ato animals of cvcr> kind ard 
married their half sisters, and that their religion was of 
the grossest Idolatarj • 

During the period the troops of Bengal were 
cmplojcd against the Afghans an Imposier calling 
h}msc}f the prince Khascro efdest son of Jchsnpler 
who had been long confined in consequence of liis.rebcl 
Hon made his appearance in the province of Ilehar 

•TlKiohib*! nts of the ^srier pail of tl e tjiicrn I tnlrwl* 
of Imlta are UoodhUt or nofilnppcn of Oixlacos 
tJ Ax^ 
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The mibfortuncs of Kliuscro had rendered him popular., 
and as India has always abounded with numcroui* ad- 
\enturers and bol liers of fortune, ready to follow the 
standard of any one who wmII pay them, or hold out to 
them a prospect of plunder, in IcbS than a w'cek the 
imposter had collected a body of 70OD men with these he 
advanced against the city of Patna; and Af/ul Khan, 
the governor, being then absent with most of the troops, 
the banditti easily stormed the ramparts • and the im- 
poster, having given up the town to be plundered by 
his follow’ers, reserved for himself the palace and poperty 
of the governor. He then caused himself to be pro- 
claimed em peror, under the title of Khusero Shah and 
sent orders to the Zemindars, and other public oHicers, 
to come and pay .their respects. Many of these persons 
waited on him , and, from the plausibility of his story, 
were convinced that he was the prince. 


Afrul Khan, the governor, was at Gazypore when 
he received intelligence of the insurrection, and as he 
had been one of Khusero’s adherents during the rebel- 
lion, and still his well-wisher, he was at a loss how to act 
but before his arrrival at Patna, he was convinced of the 
deception and took the requisite measures for quelling 
the disturbance. 


The imposter, whose real name was Cuttub, was not 
deficient in personal bravery. He laid his troops some 
miles fram Patna, to oppose the approach of the gover- 
nor , but at the first onset he was abandoned by all 
but a few friends, and compelled to flee and take refuee 
in the palace there he defended himself for sometime 
with much resolution , but was at length killed by a 
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brick thrown at him from the roof of an adjoining 
baildlng Hfs accompllcea were then seized and they 
acknowledged that he was a >oang Rohllla Afghan 
who having visited Deh1> had been there Informed 
he bore a strong re^mblaocc to the unfortnnate Prince 
Khusero whose hard fate was deplored by thousands 
and that these circumstances had Induced him to 
assume the name of the pnnce, and to try to better 
his fortune. 

Improbible as was the success of this enterprise, 
it has been frequently Imitated In HIndoostan and has 
caused considerable commotions. 

Islam Khan continued to govern Bengal with great 
reputation and died at Dacca In the 
year 1022. 


A. D i6iy 



COSSIM KHAN. 


Cossim Khan appointed to the government — Disputes with the 
on of ihe deceased governor respecting his brother’s propel ty 
— AfTiirs of the Portuguese continued — Sebastian Gonzales 
treacherously seizes the Arracan fleet — Ravages the coast nf Ar- 
racan — Repulsed — Applies to the viceroy of Goa for assistance 
— The viceroy sends a fleet to invade Arracan — The Raja, assisted 
by the Dutch, opposes and defeats the Portuguese — Gonzales re- 
tires to Sundeep, and is pursued by the Arraacanners, who defeat 
him, and lake possession of that island, whence they make fre- 
quent incursions into Bengal — The emperor, irritated^ thereat, 
censures the governor, and supersedes him. 

The emperor Jehangire was much distressed when 
he heard of the death of Islam Khan , and, as a proof 
of his regard, appointed Cossim Khan, the brother of the 
deceased, to the government. This officer proceeded 
Immediately to Bengal ; and meeting with Kereem 
Khan, the illegitimate or adopted son of his brother, at 
Rajemahel, disputed with him regarding the inheritance, 
and, by force, took from him a considerable part of the 
effects, and several elephants, which the youne man 
contended were the property of the emperor. By this 
conduct the governor incurred the royal displeasure , 
and although no notice was immediately take of the 
circumstance, it probably accelerated his recall. 

As, during the period of this officer’s government, 
his attention was principally occupied in opposing the 
incursions of the piratical Portuguese and the Mughs, 
it now becomes requisite to revert to their history. 
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After the retreat of the Raja and the Arm> of 
Ai^im nf the Arracan Gonzales treacherously m\Ht 
Portupjcse con cd the captains of the \es1el3 belonfj 
tmactL nation on boa d his 

ship and put them ail to death after which he took 
possession of the whole Arracan flcet^ and returned 
wltli It to Sundeep but In order to complete the 
measure of bis villan} he immediately fitted out 
an expedition to plunder the coast of Arracan which 
in consequence of the\iclor> gained b> the Moghuls 
and his seizure of the fleet was left totally unprotect 
ed He therefore plundered and burnt many of the 
towns on the coast and had even the audaaty to 
go up the Arracan nver and to seize upon all the 
merchant ^*essels In that harbour he was repulsed 
however In his attack on the city and compelled 
to retreat but previous to his departure, he had the 
mortification to see his nephew whom he had given 
as a hostage, impaled upon a lofty hill by order 
of the Raja, in rcv'cnge for his treachery This sight 
did not awaken In the breast of the wretch any 
sentiments of remorse for his own Infamous con 
duct but served only to stimulate him to seek 
revenge, even at the expeose of his independence. 

During the whole penod of Gonzales success 
he had never tiken any notice of nor submit»etl 
himself to the authority of the \lccroy of the 
Portuguese settlements in India but upon his return 
to Sundeep he despatched one of his ships with an 
intelligent agent, to Goa to male on ofler of his 
ob^lcncc to the viceroy Don lllcromc dc Ar^tdo 
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and to urge him to the conquest of Arracan, which 
he described as a rich and fruitful country, and 
capable of making very little resistance. On his part, 
he engaged to co-operate with all his forces, and 
to send to Goa an annual tribute of a ship-load 
of rice he further urged, that his conduct against 
the king of Arracan had proceeded entirely from 
his desire of revenging the rSurder of his country- 
men, who had been unjustly put to death by that 
prince. 

The viceroy, ambitious of extending the con- 
quests of his nation to a country which had not 
yet submitted to the Portuguese yoke, fitted out 
an expedition, consisting of fourteen large galliots, 
one fly-boat, and a pink , and gave the command 
of It to Don Francis de Meneses, who had been for 
several years governor of Ceylon , but, in his instruc- 
tions to that ofificer, he did not sufficiently appreciate 
the value of the assistance to be expected fiom the 
pirates, and even commanded that the attack should 
^be made without waiting for their junction. 

On the third of October, 1615, the expedition 
entered the river of Arracan* whence Don Francis 
despatched a 'galliot, to inform Gon- 
zales of his arrival , and resolved to 

• Since the year 1783, When the Birmans conquered Arracan, 
JEuropean vessels are not allowed to enter that river , but is said 
to have six fathom irater on the Bar, and to be capable of contain- 
ing a very large fleet Its, source, however, is not above seventy 
miles from the sea, although it was formerly supposed to have Us 
rise in China — See Synta^ EmOassy to Ava 


A D 1615 
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wait at the mouth of the river till his |messcnger return 
ed from Sundeep. 

In the mean time the Raja, hav'ing learnt the 
hostile preparations that were making against him 
pre\’Blled upon the master* of some Dutch \*csscli 
which were In the harbour to join lilm against the 
Portuguese, and, on th« isth of October attacked the 
latter with a numerous fleet, led on b> a Dutch ship. 
The fight lasted the whole day but nothing dedsivx took 
place and In the evening the Arrac^ners returned up 
the riw In this situation things remained till nearly 
the middle of the month of Nov'ember uhen Gonzales 
made his appearance with fifty sail of \ easels of various 
sizes. He was much Irritated at the conduct of the 
\Iccroy , In not having sent him tlmcl> notice and 
severely censured Don Frannis for having entered the 
nver previous to his junction as the enemy had there 
by been apprized of ihetr Intentions, and were doubt 
less well prepared for the attack 

On the 15th of November Don Francis dividing 
his fleet Into tvro squadrons took the command ol 
one himself and gav'c the other to Gonzales. He som 
after got under weigh and at some distance from the 
dt>, discovered the Arracan and Dutch fleet drawn up 
icady to receive him With his own squadron ho 
attacked the nght of the enemy while Gonzales v^gor 
ously opposed the left The fight cotinued till sun «t 
vrhen Don Francis being killed b> a mu quel ball 
and abovT 200 more of the Portuguese having ali-> 
fallen Gonzales found It requisite to retire and uith 
the ebb tide returned to the rooulh of the river where 
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after burying the dead, and consulting with the cap-* 
tains respecting their further proceedings, it was agreed 
to abandon the enterprise, and to return to Sundeep, 
This defeat ruined the affairs of Gonzales the 
Portuguese officers returned to Goa, and induced 
many of the pirates to accompany them. His follow- 
ers also, disgusted by his brutal behaviour, abandoned 
him , and, in the following year, the Raja of Arracan 
invaded Sundeep, defeated Gonzales, and took posses- 
sion of the other islands , whence, under the denomina- 
tion of Mughs, the Arracaners frequently invaded and 
plunder the lower parts of Bengal, carrying off with 

them the inhabitants as slaves.* 

1 ^ 

As Cossim Khah did not evince sufficient;energy 

in repelling these invaders, the emperor severely cen- 
sured him for his conduct , and, in the year 1027, re- 
called him to court, to answer for his 
negligence 


^In Major Rennell’s Bengal Atlas a considerable district s 
marked as Lands depopulated by the MughSa 


A D. 16.8 
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Ibr»hiro Kban, appointed to the gorenim nt cncotjrapM ajn 
cnlture and nxanufictorei— The agents of the Engluh Eul India 
Company arrlre, orerUnd, at Patna and eJtablnh a f dory la 
that aty— The pnnce Shah Jehan rcbeli— Marchei to Dehly — 
Defeated by the etoperor— Fle^ to the Dekkan — Reid^-cd to in- 
vade IJcuBal-- Obtains pouesitoo of the pronnee nf Orissa— 
Advances into Bengal and takes Diirdwan — The go»^rrpr 
marches frerm Dacca and takes post with hit army id ibe vicinity 
ot Rajemahel — The pnnce end avourt to bribe the govemDT but 
failing in success, adrances against him— Crosses the n»er Oanges 
— uefeats and kills thegosc^er 

Tins oHicer v.ho was mamed to a sister of em 
press Noor Jehan had frcqucml) dislinRuished hln^self 
in military enterprises by which he had obtained the 
title of “ Nnctonous in war was chosen by the court as 
a person well qualified to defend the coutjtrj agtlnst 
all invaders. His commission however did notincludc 
llchar which was still continued to Afzul Khan but 
he had pcnnisston to nominate his o\\ n depul> for the 
inanapement of Orissa to which station he apjKunlcd 
hij nqrhcn Ahmed Bqy He tns also nllowed to 
appoint his son byf Allah then onl> twelve >cars of 
ape, to be superintendent of Burdwan • 

I or nearly five jxary the provnncci of Bcnpal anti 
Orisia cnjo>cd under the able povcrnm'-iil of Ibrahhn 
Khan a state of tranqainil> and sccurii) wlilch tciidetl 

S« the ietrTtstirp fate of this youth m ihr 11 rtory cf II r <oi 
tio Vul 1 1 p IU5 
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much lo the happiness of the inhabitants. Agriculture ’ 
and commerce were encouraged, and the manufactures 
were carried to a degree of perfection that had never 
before attained The delicate muslins of Dacaa, and 
the silks of I\Ialdah, constituted the chief part of the 
dress bf the imperial court, whether male or female , 
and thefineness of its texture was such as cannot now be 
imitated.% 

It was duiing the period that Afzul Khan govern- 
ed Behar, and Ibrahim Khan, Bengal, that the 
English first visited these provinces 
previous to this time, 
panv estabhbh a agents had been sent, overland, from 
tactor^at^Pama, 5 urat to Agra, where they had es- 
tablished a factory ; and, on their representation, 
two persons were sent (a d. 1620) to Patna, to 
purchase cloths, and to establish a house of business 
in that city , but the great expense of land-car- 
riage, first to Agra, and then to Surat, so enhanced the 
price of the articles, that in the follwoing year the trade 
was abandoned f 

The spirit of the Afghans was completely subdued , 
the Assamians were repelled, and the incuisions of the 
Arracanners strictly watched by an fleet of war-boats. 
Thus situated, Bengal had every prospect of enjoying 

*The empress Noor Jehan is said to have entirely changed the 
fashion of the ladies’ dresses, to have invented a number of new 
ornaments to decorate their pfersons, and to have given great en- 
couragement to the artisans^ and manufactures — Tartkh KTiafy 
Khan 

tSee Messrs. Hughes and Parker’s Letter Vol. 1. of India 
Records^ A D. 1620 

18 
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undisturbed state of felicity but the 111 timed 
ambition of a prince of the royal family, who 
subsequently succeeded to the kingdom lighted up the 
firebrand of war In these peaceful regions. 

In order to cluadate this event. It becomes requisite 
to recur to the History of Hindoostan • In which It n'ill 
be found that, in the year of the Hejira 1025 the em 
peror Jehangirc appointed his third son Khoorum, to 
command the army destined for the conquest of the 
Dekkan and on this occasion conferred on the prince 
the lofty title of Shah Jehan (king of the world). 

The prince was successful the Chiefs of the Dekkan 
sued for peace, and agreed to pay an annual tribute , 
and Shah Jehan, In the follwlng year returned tnumph 
ant to court 

In the year 1039 whlbt the emperor was amusing 
A. D 161 himself In the delightful vallc) of 
^ Cashmlre, the tributary prlnccst of the 
Dekhan threw off their allegiance and supported thdr 
rebellion by an army of Goooo horse. 

Shah Jehan was again detached to the Dekkan, with 
an army of 40P00 horse and In the space of a few 
months without any considerable action he reduced 
the Insurgents to thdr former obedience, fordng them 
to pay the arrears of thdr tribute, ahich was now setti 
ed at the annual sum of fifty five lacs of rupees. 

•See Life of Jehinglre \ot hL 

tNiaun Shah, AdjI Shah, asd Conab Sbah. See Scott's llii 
efthe Dkkak 
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In the year 1031, Shah Jehan, being again at the ’ 
head ofa numerous array devoted to his 

Rebellion of the 

Prince Shah Jehan, service, and convinced that, as long as 
A D 1621. elder brother, Sultan Purvez, lived, 

he had no chance of succeeding to the throne, resolved 
to anticipate by force that which was ordained him by 
destiny. 


The author of the History of Shah Jehan ascribes 
his rebellion to the violence and ambition of the Sultana 
Noor Jehan. "That woman,” says the writer, "finding 
that the health of the emperor declined, was apprehansive 
that the crown would devolve on Shah Jehan, who had 
for sometime been the determined enemy of her in- 
fluence and power , she therefore resolved to ruin the 
affairs of that prince, and to fix the succession in the 
person of Shariar the fourth son of Jehangire, who was 
married to her own daughter, by her former husband 
Shere Afgun.” A sudden invasion of the Persians, and 
the capture of Cuandahar, was deemed by this unnatural 
son as a fit opportunity to strike the blow. On receipt 
of the imperial orders to march his army from Burhan- 
pore, and to repel the invaders, he 
A D, 1621. threw off the mask, and on the twenty- 
seventh of Jemmaud-al-Akhir, A. H 1031, proclaimed 
himself emperor of Hindoostan. 

His next step was to proceed to Dehly, if not with 
the intention of deposing his father, at least with a 
resolution to assume the powers of government. 

On his arrival in the vicinity of^hc captial, he wrote 
the emperor a letter, in which he stated the grounds of 
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complaints, and proposed to return to bis duty on 
the following conditions — 

That the command of all the impcnil arm> should be 
gi\*cn to him without rescr\c. 

That the governors of provinces should receive their 
orders from him 

That he should have the free controul and command of 
all the arsenals and rojal magazines. 

That the Impregnable fort of Rentimpore should be 
placed in his hands as a place of the secunt> for his 
famil ) , during his campaigns against the Persians. 

The emperor previously displeased at his conduct 
was enraged at these insolent proposals. He issued an 
edict proclaiming his son a rebel and confiscating all his 
estates and propert) he further comma ided all his 
lo>'al subjects Immediately to join the imperial arm> to 
assist him In defence of his throne. B> these spirited 
measures the emperor soon found himself nt the head of 
40«XD horse, with which he advanced to meet his 
tcbelllous son. 

The emperor was Impatient to come to an action but 
A ufjah the Vizier opposed this measure by affirming 
that It was Imprudent to a defeat with so smill a force 
white reinforcements were dall) expected In fact the 
the army of the Punjab under the command oft di»t 
Ingulshcd oOiccr named Mohabet Khan joined the Im 
p^al camp the next da> after nhich the ardour of the 
emperor was no longer to tobc rcstmlned healt*'*^cd 
the rebels near Togllickabad defiled them and compel! 
ed his son to flee to the DeLkan. 
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Shah Jehan was pursued by the armies of his elder* 
brother, Sultan Purvez, and Mohabet. When he arrived 
on the banks of the river Nerbudda, he endeavoured to 
■make a stand against them , but being again defeated, 
he fled to Golcondah At this place h? formed the bold 
resolution of seizing upon Bengal Having given his 
fugitive troops time to join him, he took the route of 
Orissa , and before Ahmed Beg, the deputy-governor of 
that province, had any intelligence of his approach, be 
entered that territor}^ Ahmed Beg, quite unprepared 
to resist so sudden an attack, retreated with his tioops, 
and left Oribsa to the quiet possession of the prince. 

Shah Jehan, after refreshing his army at Cuttuck, 
appointed Cooly Khan governor of the 
vades ^Be^gal” province , he then advanced to Burd- 
vvan, and laid seige to that city, which 
after some days capitulated Dunog the time he was en- 
camped before Burdvvan, he recruited his army, by- 
taking several of the Afghan Chiefs, with their followers, 
into his service he also wrote letters to all the Moghul 
officers, of whom he had any knowledge, inviting them 
to join his standard, and assuring them of every favour 
his gratitude could bestow. 

It was immediately after the capture of Burdwan 
that Michael Rodriguez, the governor of Hooglj^, , ap- 
prehensive of an attack upon his settlement, went to pay 
I his respects to the prince , as at that period the Portu- 
guese had acquired great power in India, and had, at 
Hoogly^ a good corps of European artillery The prince 
was exceedingly anxious to attach them to his cause . he 
received the governor with the greatest condescension, and 
promised him very great rewards, if he would assist him 
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tdth some pieces of cannon and a detachment of 
Europeans. 

Rodriguez under»to<id sufficient of the politics of 
Hmdoostan to see thatthcpnnccs project was a des- 
perate one, and ^ery unlikely to be attended with sue 
cess. He therefore prudently declined the offer of 
Shah Jehan but did It In such terms that were cons! 
dcred as an Insult, and after the pnnee* succession to 
throne drew on the unfortunate Inhabitants of 
Hoohgly the vengeance of that monarch 

When intelligence of this unlocked for Invasion 
reached the povemor Ibrahim Khan he was exceed 
Ingly perplexed part of his army was cmplojtd fn 
Chittagong against the Mughs and other divisions of 
ft were dispersed over the country to enforce the 
collection of the revenues. He howe\'er Immediate/ 
marched from Dacca with what forces he could collect 
and took post at Rajemahel, where be ordered all hl^ 
troops to rcndcxN'ous 

Shah Jehan conWnced that. In his situation, ddaj' 
nTTc dangerous, and that his success depended entirety 
upon the prompt and \*fgorous measures ad^Tinced b) 
rapid marches towards the governor who finding that 
the dty of Rajemahel was Incapable of standing a sclgc 
retreated to the fortifications of Terriagurrj upon 
uhlch were mounted a number of cannon served b> 
s-agabond Europeans of different nations whom lie ha<! 
encouraged to enter his service but not considering 
this place luffidenll) secure, he entrusted the defener 
of It to one of his best offi'rrs and encamped with his 
artP) on the opposite bank of the Ganges 
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Whilst the contending armies were thus situated? 
Shah Jehan wrote the governor a letter, replete with 
compliments for his fidelity and attachment to the em- 
peror, and some excuses for his own conduct, to which, 
he said, he was doubtless impelled by fate , that he 
considered the province of Bengal as beneath his notices 
but that, as it lay in his route, he was obliged to pass 
through it, which he hoped to do without opposition , — 
that if Ibrahim Khan was partial to Bengal, he might 
make choice of any district in it he preferred, and re- 
tire thither with bis wealth and family, where he should 
be permitted to continue in the enjoyment of every thing 
he desired but if he preferred returning to Dehly, he 
was at liberty to depart, taking with him all his family 
and property, for which a safe-conduct should be grant- 
ed, and the prince’s honour pledged for their ‘security. 
To this insidious proposal Ibrahim Khan replied, that 
lis majesty had entrusted to him the care of that 
:ountry, and the protection of its inhabitants • that he 
ivas grown old in the imperial service, and in all probabi- 
lity had not many years longer to live , that he was willing 
to sacrifice those years to the performance of his duty, 
and it he died a martyr in the royal cause, it would be a 
subject of fame to himself, and honour to his family 
but that as long as he retained a spark of life, Bengal 
should acknowledge no master but hts sovereign. 

Ibrahim Khan having taken the precaution to secure 
all the boats he could collect on his side the river, the 
army of Shah Jehan was prevented crossing , neither 
could they advance further on the southern bank, on 
account of the pass being in possession of the royalists. 
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In this dilemraJi, Derfaw Khan one of the Afghan 
Chiefs whom the pnnce had taken Into his service, being 
known to some of the zemindars In the district of 
Bogllporc, prevailed upon them to produce some boats 
which the> had sunk and otherwise concealed from the 
governor The boats were, during the night collected 
at a place some mUes down the river In the vicinll) of 
Sooty At the break of day Derlaw Khan with his 
Afghan cav’alrv crossed the Ganges and was Immediate 
ly followed by Abdullah Khan who had deserted to the 
pnnce at the battle of Toglickporc, and had ever since 
his principal counsellor 

When Ibrahim Khan found that the enemy had 
crossed the river he withdrew as many of his troops 
as could be spared from the defence of Terriagurr> » 
and being thus reinforced advanced to meet the rebel 
Chiefs. The number of forces on each side were nearly 
equal but the troops of Shah jehan were better mount 
cd. The governor entrusted the command of the first 
line to his nephew Ahmed Beg who charged the 
enemy with great vigour but his nephew being repulsed 
the governor advanced with the second line and 
though requested bj hU friends not to risk his person 
In the heat of the engagement he replied 'ro> Hie Is 
of no consequence I will devote It to the semcc 
of his majesty, and cither conquer or die " Having 
said this be rushed with his corps of reserve Into 

* In order to amr»nQ to tbt orthofraphf of Major KenaetJ* 
Bup, I luTt wnitcD the nantei of (be fatter as be lui doo* j but 
la (he Per»un character they art wr ttea 
S'irdrypinf 
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the thickest of the enemy , he was shortly surrounded" 

Defeat and death of and fell covered with wounds his 
the governor jjeath served as an excuse to his 
troops to quit the field , they fled towards Dacca, 
and left their camp to be plundered by the enemy 
During- the period that Shah Jehan had been 
contriving ' means to cross the nver, his engineer, 
Jloumy Khan, had pressed forward the siege of 
Terriagurry « and, at the time that the battle was 
raging on the opposite bank, he set fire to a mine, 

' which blew up twenty yards of the fortifications, 
and opened a breach, through which the rebels rushed 
with impetuosity, and put the greater part of the 
garrison to the sword. 

The capture of Ternagurry, and the death of 
the governor, decided the fate of Bengal , the authority 
of the prince was everywhere acknowledged and the 
zemindars and public officers hastened to make their 
terms with the conqueror. 


■’‘‘In the Jehangire Nameh, the fortress is said to have Been 
merely an enclosed burying ground , but the long defence it made 
does not coincide with that statement 
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SHAH JEHAN 

ShAh JehAn, after the preceeds t<i Dacca — Talces pouenkm 
of the public treasure and the govemor** property — Adraaccs to 
Patna^ and obtains possession of that city — Preralls upon the 
gOTcmoT of Rhotas to giro op the fort^ to which he tends hit 
farnHy— Adranccs to QeQiras-x'Heanng of the approach of th> 
impenal enny he re-croisei the Ganges and taVes post with his 
army on the banks of the Ton e nver—'A battle is fought be* 
tween the two armies—Tha rebels a^ defeated, and the prince 
retires to Khotas — Proce e ds to I atna—Orden Darab, whom be had 
left as coreraor of Bengal to join him— The governor refolds— 
The imperisi army advances towards Patoa^The prince quits 
Bengal, writes a pentltcnttal letter to the emp er or and U forgiren 

The prince, whom we must now conridef as the 
raler of the proWnce, lost no time In ponulng the 
A. D SO33. reraalnlnc royalists. He seltcd 

upon all the boats that had been 
collected by both parties and hadng embarked the 
select part of hli army proceeded, with all possible 
despatch down the river to Dacca. Upon his arrival 
there the pates of the fort were ihrotvn open and 
Ahmed Beg the nephew of the late pov’cmor 
finding It In vain to contend further wailed on 
the prince and dcllv'cred to him all the elephants horses 
and other property of hfs onclc also 4poo,ooo rupees 
In apeae bclonpInR to rovemment 

After this event the prince pasT nudfence to the 
lemlndsrs acKl public ofheers of povemment He 
tcccls-cd them graciously and Kavinc confirtned most 
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of them in their appointments, he nominated a young 
nobleman named Darab, the son of Khan Khanan, 
to the government of Bengal , but, as a security for his 
fidelity, obliged him to send his son along with the army, 
as a hostage 

After remaining a short time at Dacca, Shah 
Jehan marched towards Patna, which, at that period, 
was the jagier of the prince Purvez, who had entrust- 
ed the care and defence of it to Mukhliss ’ Khan , 
but that officer, terrified at the approach of the rebels, 
abandoned his post, and fled to Allahabad. 

Shah Jehan, having, without opposition, obtained 
possession of the capital of Behar, occupied the 
Soubahdar’s palace, and summoned all the zemindars 
and public officers to attend his court, and make 
a declaration of their allegiance As he was now 
completely master of the three provinces, he found 
no difficulty in enforcing his wishes , and even Syed 
Mubarick, the governor of Rhotas, came and delivered 
to him the keys of that impregnable fortress. This 
event he considered of the greatest importance, as 
it afforded a secure asylum for his family, and the 
wives of his followers, during the uncertain issue of 
the approaching campaign He therefore sent off his 
haram, and all his children, under charge of a care- 
ful officer, to Rhotas, -with orders to remain there, 
either till his return, or till he should send a con- 
fidential person to bring them to him. During the 
time this branch of the royal family resided in 
Rhotas, the prince Morad Bukhsh was born.- 

Having refreshed and recruited his forces at Patna, 
the prince appointed Byram Beg governor of Behar , 
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and haWng formed his army into three d^v^sIo^s 
ordered Abdullah Khan with the left^ to proceed 
and conquer Allahabad The right division he en 
trusted to 0eriaw Khan the Afghan with dire tions 
to take possession of Oude whilst the centre division, 
under his own command was destined to secure Joan 
pore and Benaras. 

Hitherto fortune had favoured the audacious 
schema of Shah Jehan he was puffed up with success 
and on his route assumed all the state and authority 
of the sovereign He advanced by short mardics 
listening to appeals from the decision of former 
go\emort, and settling the government of the 
country 

In the mean time, the prince Purvez, and Mohabet 
Khan, who had lost sl^t of Shah Jehan for a 
considerable period after his flight from the river 
Nerbudda, basing heard ol his success in Bengal 
marched through Malwa and Berar with an Inlenliim 
of driWng him from that proidnce , but on their 
approaching the vidniCy of Allahabad they learnt that 
he n*as a)read> in thdr neighbourhood and on his route 
towards Dchl> 

Upon the arriv'al of the reb-l forces, under Abdullah 
at Joos} on the bank of thenver opposite to Ailaha 
bad he found that Rustem Beg the governor, had 
secured all the boats and was prepared to oppose his 
crossing Abdullah uas therefore compelled to wait 
the arrival of some large boats which accompanied the 
arm> from BengaL In the mean lime, he cmpicijed 
his engineers in constructing ballcricf on which he 
mounted se%*eral heavy cannon that complelcl> com 
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manded the passage the boats having joined him in a 
few days, he succeeded in crossing hii. troops, and took 
possession of the city of Allahabad. 

During these operations of the left wing, Denaw 
Khan advanced, with the right, to Joanpore, and ob- 
tained undisputed possession of that district , whilst 
the prince, with equal facility, became master of Bena- 
res After the conquest of Joanpore, Denaw Khan 
continued his route to Manickpore , but at that place, 
having received intelligence of the approach of the 
loyal army, under Sultan Purvez, he deemed it pru- 
dent toietreat towards Benares. Abdullah Khan also 
abandoned Allahabad , and both wings having formed 
a junction with the mam body, Shah Jehan re-crossed 
the river, and encamped on the banks of the Tonse, 
which falls into the Ganges, some miles below Allaha-. 
bad, where he waited the approach of the royal forces. 
This possession was naturally strong , and in case of a 
a defeat, secured his safe retreat to Rhotas and Bengal, 
without having to cross the Ganges, — a measure replete 
' with danger, when pursued by a victorious enemy' he 
also secured all the boats that could be collected 
under his own encampment. 

Having taken these prudent precautions, the prince 
called a council of war, in which it was the opinion of 
his most experienced officers, that he should not risk a 
general engagement, but remain entirely on the defen- 
sive. This opinion was, however controverted by -Raja 
Bhime, who declared, that in such a cause procrasti- 
nation was ruin , and that, if the Moghuls and Afghans 
would not fight for their prince, he himself would attack 
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the enemy with hls Rajepoots. Shah Jchan who pM 
seased the gre^eat bravery and conld not brook delay 
coincided In opinion with the Raja and orders were 
given to prepare for battle. 

In the meantime, the royal army having amvcd at 
Alla h abad crossed the Jumna, and advanced against 
the rebels. The engagement commenced by a distant 
cannonade but Mohabet the imperial general finding 
that, by his numbers, he far out fianked bis adversaries 
ordered a division of his army to make a circuit to the 
right, and crossing the Tonsc, to get in the rear of the 


Defeat of Shih 
Jehan. 


rebels thU manoeuvre was dexteruus 
ly performed and Shah Jehan found 
himself surrounded on all sides dcs 


pair added resolution to hU courage , mth fix-e hundred 


chosen horse he msbed into the thickest of the enemy 


but his army, with the exception of Raja Bhime, who 
was slam not following his example and his own horse 
having been shot under him be was prevailed upon by 
tb" entreaties of bis friends to quit the field and 
retire to Rhotas. 


As the Imperialists had suflered severely In the cn 
gagement, and their horses were much fatigued by long 
and continued marchlug Sultan Purx^ did not think 
proper immediately to pursue bis brother and In three 
days Shah Jehan had the pleasure of embracing hfs 
family In their secure and quiet retreat* At Rhotas 
the prince was joined by a number of his troops who 
had escaped from the balUt and having again formed 
these into regular squadrons he withdrew part of his 
family from the fort and marched towards Patna he 


• Rhataj li mtutci la lie moeaulB* f« ifcta th« h jh loa 
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at the same time sent orders to Darab Khan, whom he^ 
had left at Dacca, as governor of Bengel, to advance 
to his assistance ; but that ungrateful wretch, hoping 
to make his peace with the royalists, abandoned his 
patron in the hour of distress, and wrote to the prince, 
that the zemindars had risen in arms on all sides of 
him, and totally prevented his quitting Dacca. 

His treachery was too apparent , and the stern Ab- 
dullah Khan, in opposition to the will of the prince, 
condemned to death the innocent son of Darab, who 
had been placed as a hostage in his hands. 

The royal army, having halted some days to refresh 
themselves in the vicinity of Benares, continued their 
route towards Bengal on their approaching Patna, 
Shah Jehan, finding that city untenable against so supe- 
rior a force, abandoned it, and retired to Rajemahel 
hence he was again driven, and compelled to retreat to the 
Dekkan, by the same route he had entered Bengal. 
Darab Khan, the governor, trusting to the clemency of 
prince Purvez and the interest of his father, who held 
the dignified title of Khan Khanan (Chief of the Nobility) 
in the imperial court, and was the son of the celebrated 
Byram Khan the preceptor of Akbar, came to the royal 
camp, and gave himself up as a prisoner , the prince - 
recommended him for forgiveness , but the emperor, 
who had cruelly punished all the adherents of his son 
Khusero, after that prince’s rebellion, refused to spare 
the favourite of Shah Jehan, and commanded that 
his head should be sent to court, to serve as an example 
to all other traitors, however high their rank and connec- 
tions. 
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Sometime after this event Shah Jehan being re 
duced to the-greatest distress wrote a penitential letter 
to his father he was forgiven on condition of sending 
orders to his adherents to deliver up all the forts In 
their possession. By these means Rhotas became again 
subject to the royal authoiity and not a trace uas 
left of Shah Jehan* having been for two jearsthe 
possessor of these provinces. 

Were we to judge of Shah Jehan* conduct by the 
rules of Chnstian moraUt> or by European policy wc 
should condemn it as unprincipled and unnatural but 
if wc refer to the cv'cnt* which took place on hi* 
accession to tlic empire and several other 
instances which have since occurred it will be 
manifest that bad his elder brother Pun'cz liv'td, 
bhah Jehan would have had no aUematu'e but 
the throne or the grave. If therefore, he could Iiav'e 
secured to himself even during his fathers lifetime 
the kingdom of Bengal he would have been held 
excused in the opinion of all his countrymen and 
had be limited his ambition to tliat object as he 
was a fav'ourile of his father there I* little doubt 
but he might have gained the emperor^ consent to 
tlic measure, ilut he verified the Persian proverb 
“ten dervishes will sleep on one blanket but two 
kings will not sleep in the same climate "• for on 
Ills accession to the throne he dcslro)ed every male 
(excepting his own children) of the posterity of 
bultan Mab^r 

Kflfrrt t aikl il.< fcHifi»<* 

<I miict In o wbKh |l «wofU vas Ujrtdi^J bt •nriml jcf\ra| Iwii 
lU it)u.c (.ciriut W fmcited in Ihc UaeiUlkin. 
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KHANEZAD KHAN. 

When the emperor was informed of the flight of 
his son from Bengal, he nominated Mohabet Khan 
to the government of that province, but as he was 
anxious that so experienced an officer should still 
conduct the war against Shah Jehan, ne commafided 
him to continue the pursuit, and to place his son, 
Khanezad Khan, as his deputy in the government. 
We are unacquainted with any part of the conduct of 
this nobleman, further than that, when his father had 
seized upon the emperor, and governed the empire with 
ubsolute sway, he remitted to ^court the largfe sum of 
22,ooo,<X)0 of rupees in specie, being the surplus revenue 
of that province , but before its arrival at Dehly, Moh- 
abet Khan had generously relinquished his power, and 
the money fell into the hands of his enemies. Khanez- 
ad Khan imitated the example of his father , and, to 
avoid the disgrace of being supersed- 
A D 1626 resigned his appointment, in the 

year 1035, and was afterwards most graciously received 
at court 


MUKURREM KHAN. 

On the removal of Khanezad, the emperor appointed 
Mukurrem Khan to the government of Bengal ; and 
bestowed Bfehar on Mirza RlistSm, a Persian prince of 
the Sofy family 


19 
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Mukurren KJban took op his icsidencc at Dacca , and 
as the eastern parts of Bengal are intersected by nvcr# 
and creeks navigable at all seasons of the year and as 
daring the four months of the rains great part of the 
country is Inundated usual the mode of travelling is by 
water on which account the govcmoHj of Bengal have 
always kept up a large establishment of boats of every 
description whether for state war or pleasure , and 
the veneration of the inhabitants for the tutelary 
deities who are supposed to preside over the rivers 
and waters is earned to an extreme both by Hindoos 
and Mnharomtdasvs bordwing c\ose upon idolatry 
even the present governors are obliged to comply with 
the superstition of their subjects by making at Dacca 
an annual ofTering to Khuajc Khizer (supposed to 
be the prophet Klfas) to propitiate his good oiUces 
in protecting their inland commerce.* 

Mukunem Khan took great p'casurc in aquatic 
c'ccursioni and frequently went on the rUcr attended 
by’ his courtiers, >eraglio &c About six months after 
his appointment to the government he received in 
tcUlgerice that a letter of much Importance from the 
emperor was on its way to him. To evince hii 
loyalty and respect to his sovereign he ordered the 
state boats to be prepared and set out from Dacca 

*Thb cffctiBjr coDiiiis of a boat or shij», coniinjcint o* 
bambo<?r aad rolocrcd paper oniamemtd f f 

ll u pUerd BpCQ ImrerieU earthw pot»,*iKi bemf carrml <■ 
pfrcMiiofi to the rirfT side is UuotheJ low the » rer 
tic sccUmatioci of the populie* and the d icordani *»n»d» o’ 
ot f y kbd cf mork, and ftoats i!o»o the eerrent »itb caaxii"- 
pomp It H caJU-i iVeeffenof cf the Bicra. 
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to meet the bearer of the letter, \flcr ^ailinj^ for 
bomctime uj» the river, aiul the hour of pia^cr 
(Iran ing^ nJ?h, the q^overiior g.ave order«» for tlie lleet 
to put on shore It happened that the boat which nii- 
evcellencv’ had made choice of on this occasion was 
exceeding])* long and narrow , and much better adapted 
tor rowing than for sailing in attcinpling to gam the 
"hore, the broad -^idc of the \csscl was brought to tnc 
current , a sudden squall at the same moment took the 
‘=ail, and overset her the servants and people who 
were on the deck escaped , but the governor, aud 
several of his courtitis who wcie m the state*rooin, 
could not extricate themsehes, and were drowned 


FED A I KHAN. 

WiiEX the unfortunate fate of the late governor 
vv'as known at court, his majesty was 
' pleased to nominate, in the year 1036, 
the Nuw^ab Fedai Khan to the government , and as, 
for a number of years, except the twenty-two lacks ot 
rupees remitted by Khane/cad Khan, no revenue had 
been sent from Bengal, the emperor stipulated with the 
new governor, that, in addition to the usual presents of 
elephants, silks, muslins, ambergris, amber, &c, he 
should annually remit to the exchequer present of 
500,000 rupees for the royal use, and an equal sum for 
the use of the empress Noor Jehan. 

Fedai Khan governed Bengal during the remainder 
of the reign of Jeiiangire , but soon after the death of 
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Feb. rit, 

K D 

supcrveded by 
emperor 


that monarch and the sncceufon of 
Shah Jehan to the throne which hap* 
pened early In the year 1037 he was 
Cossini Khan a favourite of the new 


COSSIM kHAN JOBUiW 

The ftnroroor take* offence at the Portogac*e in Bcn^- 
Kepiesenu their cmulact to the empcrof who orderi them to be 
expelled from bii doraiaioQi^The foremof make* prepaiattoni 
to atuck tloofflr— The armtc* adraoce, and larroundthe toirn— 
TTie baicted defend ibermelve* with great brarery— By tic 
eiplosKra ofa Dine cne of the bastiooi is destroyed— The Ueghtdi 
*\orm the Cart— ^taey of the inhabitafiU retire on board their 
ship*, and art there atucked by aaoiher dimioo of the army— 
Tie t onojvwe tet fire to ae^eral of their own ihlfn, but the 
greater part are uken by the enemy— HoogW e*t»Wl»htd a* the 
rmal port of Bengal, irul (b« public officer* withdrawn from 
Saatgong— Cosbim Khan die*. 

SoMF >cara after the amval of Cosilm khan In 
Henf ol he took ofTcncc at the conduct of the Bor lugueit 
m-i»v of whom had established themselves in various 
jMrt of the proWnce, and assumed a deprec of authority 
ti -A Ilcb they were not entitled he therefore wrote to 
tl c emperor that he was very much disturbed In the 
duties of his ofhee b> some European Idolaters who had 
been pcrmlltcd to establish thcmselv'cs at Iloogl; on 
live v.tatcm bank of the Bagarutty river for the 
purpose of trade that. Instead of confining their alien 
lion to the business of mcrchanti tbe> had fortified 
tbtrn elves In that place ai.dveic Lccctnc so InKlcct 
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that tney committed many act<; of \M^lencc iip:)n the 
subjects of the empire, and presumed to exact duties 
irom all the boats and vessels which passed their 
factory, and had completely d-awi awry all the com* 
merce from the ancient port of Saatgong The gover- 
nor also represented, that the Portuguese were in 
the habit of kidnapping or purchasing poor children, 
and of sending them as slaves to other parts of 
India , and that their pirates, in consort with the 
Mughs, committed innumerable aggressions on the 
inhabitants of the districts on the eastern branch of the 
Ganges This report re-called to the emperor’s mind 
the refusal of Michael Rodriguez, the Portuguese gover- 
nor, to afford him any assistance when engaged 
in the rebellion against his father, and the offensive 
manner in which that refusal had been given , he 
therefore resolved to satiate his revenge, and oidered 
the governor to expel the idolatrous Portuguese 
from his dominions. 

In obedience to these orders, Cossim Khan, in the 
^ ^ year 1041, commenced preparations to 

attack Hoogly ; but took his measures 
with such caution, that he completely concealed his 
intentions from the Portuguese Having made the 
requisite arrangements, he gave out that he was about 
to subdue the refractory zeminders of the districts of 
Mukhsoosabad, and Hijelle To effect his purpose, he 
directed a force, under Behadur Kumbu, to proceed 
from D icca to Mukhsoosabad , and a second army, 
under the orders of his own son, Inayet Allah, to march 
to Burdwan , whilst a third detachment under the 
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command of Klioaje Shere proceeded b> \niter to 
take possession of the n\er below Hoogl} and b> 
constructing a bndge of boats at Scerpore ^ to cut off 
the retreat of the Portugucie 

Khuaje Shere having am\ed at his post, sent in 
tclligence to the other Chiefs who 
advanced and on the 
s< cond of 7 ilhije (12th month) of the 
>ear 1041 the ro>al army invested the town on all odes 
Parties were Immediately sent to plunder the district 
belonging to the Portuguese, and to destroy every per 
son of that rution they could And and as Hoogly bad 
been lor many y ears a considerable port a number of 
mariners and boatmen were settled in the vicinity all 
these v.*ere seized and compelled to assist In erecting 
batteries and to work the artillery of the use of which 
the Moghuls were very Ignorant 

The siege was continued for three months and a 
half during which time the Proluguese made Ircqocnt 
offers of submission and agreed to pav a tribute of 
100,000 rupees but as they were In dally hopes of 
succour from Europe, or Goa they did not rcla'c In their 
defence and by thdr continual showers of murquet 
balls annoyed the besiegers to a great degree. The 
Moghul generals, finding all other efforts In vain wem 
obliged to have rccourcc to the miners who by carrying 
a sap to that part of moat near the church which was both 
narrorrer and shallower than any other place by means 
of drains drew off the water Some of the officers while 
advancing thdr gallencs In other place s, dl<covcrc<l 
Piohibljf Se»r*rhporf cotrtuoely catlrd Setbampete to* b< 
loctfinK to it^ Paco 
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mines of the besieged, which they destro)'ed - the centre 
mine, which was carried on by Behadur Kumbu, was 


Hoogly taken, 
October. 


conducted under a lofty bastion, upon 
which a great number of the besieged 


A D 1632 


daily assembled. On the 14th of the 


month of Rubby-al-Avhl (3rd month) of the year 1042, 
the mine, being ready was loaded. The troops were then 
drawn out, and a column advanced towards the bastion , 
whilst the besieged, supposing it was to be attacked, col- 
lected there in great numbers. For sometime a continued 
discharge of cannon and musquetry was kept up , when 
at length, the mine being fired, the whole of the bastion, 
with the persons thereon, was blown into the air. The 
Mohammedans, on beholding this event, made a general 
assault The slaughter of the Portuguese was very 
great many, in attempting to escape to their boats, 
were drowned ; a few of them got to their ships in safety, 
but there they were immediately attacked by Khuaje 
Shere and his division. The captain of the largest 
vessel, on which were embarked 2000 men, women, and 
children, with all their wealth, rather than yield to the 
Mohammedans, set fire to the magazine, and blew 
them up' many other ships followed his example. 
Out of sixty-four large vessels, fifty-seven grabs, and 
two hundred sloops, which were anchored opposite the 
town, only one grab and two sloops, belonging to Goa, 
made their escape . and these owed their safety to the 
bridge having been broken, by some of the boats 
taking fire from the flames of the ships 

Whatever property, either afloat or on shore, es- 
caped the fury of the elements, was taken possession 
of by the conquerors ; and all the pictures and images 
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which ornamented the charcbce, the worship of which 
bad given great offence to Taje MaheJi the empress of 
of Shah Jehan, while in Bengal, were tom down and 
destroyed 

From the commencement of the sclge, till its con 
elusion, not leas than looo of the Portuguese were des> 
troj'ed , and 4400 men, women, and chOdren, were taken 
prisoners of these, some of the priests (against wbome 
Shah Jeban, or his qneen had taken a great aversion % 
and 500 of the ben looking >oang persons, were sent to 
Agra. The girls were distributed among the karatM of 
the emperor and the nobility and the boys were ar 
cumdsed and made Mussulmans the Jesuits and other 
iriars were threatened with severe punishment if they 
did not abandon tbdr religion and become Moham 
medins but, after some months* conhnement, were 
liberated and sent to Goa.* 


^IttsaorcTtmmscc worthirof resmk, tbe uiae ef Hooshr 
u Bern meobBacd in Fam Dc Soma's Hrttwyof the PottoyDew 
(tbe Eoslisfatraadatlan of «b>cb vat published in 1&95X ahhoajb 
be acknovledgej that ibe7 lott a Urpo town In Deoffsl In the Ttar 
i6jj, bat which be caUs Cdm. Me»rt. Hushes and Parker all® 
m their Letter £rom Pama, dated Dec. j 6 '*o^ atate that tbe Porto 
f oeae are poiamed of two forts la the bottom of Beoral t 011^ 
ailed PxryaUjre ( pirobablr P»P*ey ) ( the other (JoRtt or Colfut 
Thebertaccocratoftheorf^oof Hoogly which J hart aeto. 
may be foend in the Ap>peodia to the DeKnpnVrt CalaJogoe of 
T5p>poo Soltae’i library Nou jy hot at that acetoot does eot 
de&M the yenod at which it was foonded, itii reawnahlei* 
toy potetbat V P D« Sanprayo the coonuadrr of the ■ or 
restcJi which eottred tbe Caagei b did not oerWet 

»o ItToorahle an oopo tion ity of ettahlHbing a leftlemeni In Benyal 
(as object for which the P er t ugo ne bad been loef a nurM f, 
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Hoogly, having thus come into tlic possession of the ^ 
Moghuls, was established as the royal port of Bengal. 

A regular Foujeder was appointed from court, who, in 
the process of time, was made independent of the 
governor , and all the public officers were withdrawn 
from Saatgong,#- which soon declined into a mean villa- 
ge, now scarcely known to Europeans 

Shortly after this event, Cossim Khan, the governor, 
djed at Dacca He was much regretted by all the 
Mohammedans , being a 2ealot in his religion, an 
encourager of literature, and himself an eminent poet. 


AAZIM KHAN. 


The emperor was much distressed on receiving 
intelligence of the death of his favourite, the governor 
of Bengal ; and, in the year roi|.2, 
A. D 1632 3 appointed a nobleman, named Aazim 
Khan, to fill that imprtant office. 

It was during the goverment of Aazim Khan, and in 
eonsequence of a firman\ from Shah Jehan, that is to say, 
in the year 1043, that the English first 
A D 1634 ^ obtained^ permission to trade with 
their ships to Bengal but as the Moghul government 


dunng the time that Shere Shah was engaged m his contest with 
the eniperor Homayon — See the Note in page 138 

* Saatgong was known to the Romans, by the name of Ganges 
Regia It is a famous place of worship, and was formerly the 
residence of the kings of the country, and said to have been of an 
immense size — See Astatic ResearcJies, 8vo edit Vol v p 278 
— See also RennelPs Memoir of the Map of Hindoostatt'^ p. 45 
+ The firman is dated Feb. 2,1634. 
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had felt the danger ofallotvlng Enropeans to enter the 
n\*er Ganges, and to establish themselves as the Porto 
Rtiese had done at Hooglv, the NTS^els were restricted 
form entering any other port than Pjple> in Balasore 
and it was at that place the English established their 
first factor} in Bengal# 

The abilities of Aazlm Khan were, however not found 
equal to the arduous task ofgoveming 8 oe\ten 5 UTapro 
nncc. He allowed his dominions to be in\’aded with Im 
puuity both bj'the Mughs and people of Assam who 
carried awaj moch plunder and man\ 
A D 1637 inhabitans Into slaver} For this 

conduct he was In the )ear 1047 re-called to court and 
tevereij censured b) the emperor but bdng a person 
of very Illustrious descent, he was short!} forgiven 
and appointed to the government of Allahabad HU 
daughter was a few months afterwards married to the 
prince Sbujaa. 


ISLAM KHAN MUSHHFDk 
ChanettT of thU officer— Tb« Mojh Chief of CHtUrooX 
atVowledfet himself a ratiaj of the Moahal emperor— TV 
ao'ernoTcVBjei thetcitne of ChllUj^oac to IiUmitud— TV 
AniiBe« IfiTKje Benjf*]— OppoMd aod defeated by the gore root 
'who pariae* them into tbeir o»o eounlry- Retcrni to Dacea— 
N appetDted V'uitr- Account of tbe lebellHXi of the Ra;* rf 
fto j pore 

Tins was an old and experienced statesman and 
v>ldier who had acquired much celebrit} during th* 
late reign but as the times required all th»* m 


* brt ff FMt /n£* A D f- 



SCCT. VI ] ISL\M KHAN MUSHIIEDV. 27 / 

ertion of the latter character, he is accused of neglect- ’ 
ing the civil and judicial duties, and of devoting all his 
time to militarjf pursuits. 

It was during his government, that Makat Ray, 
one of the Mugh Chiefs, who held Chittagong on 
the part of the Raja of Arracan, having incurred 
the displeasure of that prince, and being apprehen- 
A D 1638 invasion by his sovereign, 

sought, in the year 1048, the pro- 
tection of the emperor of Hindoostaa He paid his 
respects to Islam Khan at Dacca, acknowledged himself 
a vassal of the empire, and made over the sovereignty 
of his territory. This is the first account we have of the 
conquest by, or surrender of, Chittagong to the Moghuls, 
although it is included as part of the imperial domi- 
nions in the Ayeen Akbertv Its present Mohammedan 

♦Chittagong originally belonged to the once independent and 
extensive kingdom of Tipperah , but, being a frontier province, 
frequentlv changed its masters , and was sometimes governed by 
the followers of Brahma, and at other periods ruled by the wor- 
shippers of Boodh From the latter it was probably taken by one 
of the Afghan king of Bengal , as it is stated by Fana de Souza, 
that, in the year 1538, the viceroy of Goa sent an agent with pre- - 
sents to Mahmood Shah , that the mission landed at Chittagong, 
and proceeded thence to Gour , but that the king, being suspicious 
of their intentions, seixed, on the same day, thirteen persons at 
Gour, and thirty of the ship’s company at Chittagong m revenge 
for which, the Portuguese, some months after, burned the town of 
Chittagong (See Fana De Souza, p 4-i8) It was probably 
taken possession of by the pnnce of Arracan during the contest 
between the Afghans and Moghuls, and was not again annexed 
to the empire till the government of Shaista Khan, as will here- 
after be related Abul Fazel has, in the same manner, included 
several of the provinces in the Dekkan in his Tukseem Ju7n 
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name of Islamabad corroborates the arcarastancc above 
related thoogh some historians have doabted whether It 
obtained that name previons to Its conquest twenty 
eight years snbseqnent to this event 

Whilst Islam Khan was thus extending the bounda 
nes of the empire the Inhabitants of Assam encouraged 
bytberaccess of their former depre 
A- D 1638. datlons collected m the year 1048 a 
great force and embarking on the river Burhampooter 
In five hundred large boats rushed like a torrent on the 
plains of Bengal They plundered all the towns and 
Nnllages on the banks of the Burhampooter and had 
nearly reached the capital of the province, when they 
were met by the governor with a fleet of war boats 
many of which were armed with cannon against these 
weapons, the vessels of the Assamese could male little 
resistance they were shortly In flames and the crews 
compelled to take to the shore, were attacked by the 
Moghul cavalry and 400 of them put to the sword 

Islam Khan followed op his victory by pursuing the 
fugitives Into their own country he entered A’sara and 
took fifteen of their forts In which he found much spoil 
He afterwards subjected the whole district of Cooch 
Bchar In which there were several strong fortresses 
but as the rainy season was approaching and as he 

»hkh were cot owMjfleml tiD the rtlfn cf Annmfrebe (S*t 
Alhtrry \ ol fu) 

The mirth of 1 Criliih detichmeat, la the yeir l7Ct is rr7>«l 
the Birmini, svceflaiaed that the hooadsry ef Cilitijoatr •»* 
e<>nitdenh*f ftmhef soaththia ntilced la the rotp^. The 1 
Niif li i»» ih« h*««>^<l«Tiirc»iioo bci»Tea the t»o caoamo — 
Set Sjwf EwtiAxxj A\^ p 119 
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found much difficulty in procuring gram for his troops, he 
deemed it prudent to retire, before the roads should be 
rendered impassable by the overflowing of the river. 

He commenced his retreat , and, although much 
harassed by the enemy and the want of supplies, he 
brought the greater part of his army safe back to 
Bengal but, upon his arrival at Dacca, he found 
an order to deliver over his government to the Nuwab 
S} f Khan, the deputy of the prince Shujaa, second 
son of the emperor , and to return to court, to take on 
himself the office of the Vizier This situation he 
held for some years, and died as Subhadar of the 
Dekkan, in the year 1058 

During the period that Islam Khan was employed 
in Assam, the Raja of Boujepore took advantage ot 
the temporary absence of the governor of Behar,^ and 
extended the hand of usurpation over great part of 
that province. Abdullah Khan, the favourite general 
of Shah Jehan, and who had served him zealously 
during his rebellion, was immediately invested with 
the government of Behar, and ordered to proceed and 
punish the zemindar He proceeded by rapid marches , 
and having, on his first arrival, attacked and defeated 
the Raja compelled him to take refuge in his fort of 
Boujepore, then considered a place of considerable 
strength. Abdulla regularly invested the fortress , and 
after some weeks, succeeded in making a practicable 
breach, when orders were given for the troops to pre^ 
pare for the assault but before they advanced, the Raja , 
threw open the gate, and with his wife and children 
proceeded to the camp of the conqueror. Abdulla was 
inclined to have pardoned the Raja , but on the ap' 
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proach of the unfortunate family some of bis mlnioni 
whispered to him that the lady was celebrated for her 
beauty This dreumstance deaded the fate ot the 
pnnee the head of the rebel was tent to court and 
bis wife was kept to adorn the seraglio of the Mohamc 
dan officer * 


SULTAN MOHAMMED SHUJAA 


Sultan Sbajaa ippeinied ),o>Tnior->A(^D transfers ibe ttit rt 
o' cnvrrQQMt to RAjeminel Appoints bis father in Uir (O be bii 
deputy at Dacca— Account of Mr Uoughtoa, an E>>glfsh largeoti 
»ho obtain considerable pninle^es for his nation— Tne pmet re 
aJIed to cxnirt— \ppoin:ed t,o\ernor of Cabal— Ke appdstcd tn 
Benpal— His ch iracter sute of Beng*! ooder bu goverament— 
Indisposition of the emperor Shih jehan bbojaa as eru hi« 
claim to the throne \ilrance to lienares— Dan the 
e^tst too of Shall jehan, ni-ir hes Irotn Dchly— Deiachci Kis *ao 
loliman with a nonicrDos arm^r i >ppuse Shujaa Die cootend 
ng a^fn^e^ encamp ivi npp->s(e ide olthe < an^cs — KajaJjr 
endesTours to nejoc at a pcsce between them— Sh ijaa agrees to 
ct Tc bat bol man, an oa for an opportunity of displaying h» 
m I uiy talents, ermses the i amres jnd surj-tises the Bengal camp 
Shujaa, coTipclIed to rice take refa^e in Mon icr Kecei e* 
itfortnitton of the defeat of Uaf* l>y his Utoth t Aurun i h^ 
and cf the Utter hiriu, oiorped »1»^ throne - I)uS ews what bne of 


If the Hindoos w^ild take Ihe Iro-jble to read the h itf^r 
hnw thet to rtpyce in ihetr change ofmait n t-jr stari* 
to the sptrm nf fatal im, they Iwsk «r th apstbyrm the vi ii t t^t» 
cl this wutld,and ofiitder ertryertni a {xe ot Ja rrX 
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conduct to pursue — Writes a letter of congratulation, and sends an 
envoy to Aurungzebe — Sliujaa again takes the field — Advances to 
Allahabad — Proceeds to Kudgwa — The army of Aurungzebe 
arnves at the same place — \ battle ensues, in which Shujaa had 
the advantage , but neglecting to secure the grouned in front of his 
encampment, is attacked the follwing day, and, after a hard-fought 
contest, completely defeated — Reflection on his conduct — ^huJaa 
retires to Patna — Is pursued by the pnnee Mohammed and 
Meerjumla — Shujaa retreats to Mongier — Fortifies that post, and 
the passes of Terriagurry and Sicklygully — Mohammed takes 
Patna — Joined by Meer Jumla — The latter obtains information of 
another road into Bengal — Mohammed advances, bv easy 
stages, towards Mongier , whilst his co-adjutar enters the western 
hills, and gains possession of the district of Bissuntpore — bhnjaa 
again compelled to retreat, proceeds to Rajemahcl — The royal 
array invests that city — bhujaa flees to Tondah — The setting-in of 
the rams, and swelling of the river, stop any further pursuit— 
The royal army cantons in the vicinity of Rajemahel —Shujaa re 
emits his army, and harasses the impenal camp — The Prince 
Mohammed having been betrothed to one of his cousins, deserts to 
bhujaa — Conduct of Meer Jumla on this occasion — The marriage 
between the prince Mohammed and the daughter of Shujaa cele- 
brated at Tondah — Great rejoicings thereon — The impenahs's 
prepare to cross the Ganges — Shujaa encamps his army — Assigns 
a conspicuous post to his new son-in-law — The imperialists cross 
the river — \ battle ensues — Shujaa is defeated, and flees towards 
Dacca — Jumla takes possession of Tondah — Conduct of the em- 
peror Aurungzebe upon receiving intelligence of the desertion of 
his son Mohammed — Stratagem to break the connection between 
Mohammed and Shujaa — The plan succeeds — Shujaa dismisses his 
son-in-law and daughter — Arrives at Dacca — Forsaken by his 
troops — ^Resolved to seek refuge at Chittagong, or Aiiacan— 
Enters the country of Tipperah- Arrives at Chittagong, — Disap- 
pointed at not finding any ship there — Continues his journey to 
Arracan — At first favourably received by the Raja— The Raja 
alters his conduct — Sends an insolent message to the prince — 
Orders him to quit his territories — Magnanimous coilduct of Shuja 
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on thii ocouJon^The Rajaacaaa the pnort, tohij cooucil, of 
ha>nng formed a plot to tieze the taD gd om — The AmcaA troop*— 
jturouod the pnoce aod hU email part^ — A combat eofoei— 
Greater part of the Moghols killed— Sbnjaa takes pnaooer— 
Drowited — The princen itabe heraeU la de*pajr— The daughter! 
tehed, and one of them forablf mamcd to the Raji— The lotu 
•at to death. 

£arl\ ia the year 1049 Saltan Sbujaa the second 
son of the emperor Shah Jehan then 
twenty four years of age took posses 
«:jon of the government of Beogai bat his father fear 
ing to trust him with *00 much power conferred the 
government of Behar on Shalsta Khan the son of the 
\ laier Asuf Jah and nephew of Noor Jehan 

Shujaa again transferred the seat of government to 
_ . Rajcmahel (termed m the records of 

The seat of go- ' 

\wjment trantfer that time, Akbamantr) and built 
rod to RannehaL , . _ . . 

there an elegant paJacc some of the 

rooms of which are )et standing He also strengthened 
the fortifications nhich bad been erected b> Raja Man 
tsing and expended large toms of moDc> in rendering 
the cit) worth) of his residence but the following year 
nearl) the whole of the dt^ and the priodpal part of 
palace uere destrojed by a dreadful conflagnt/on in 
wliich man> lue* uere lost and the family of the prirce 
uitb difTicult) escaped 

About the same time the cufTcnl of the Cange* 
changed it bed and poured its torrents against the uaiif 
<1 tlic rcu capital » ashing away many of the lUidf 
edifices 

} rcvjooi to that lime the course of the Cangci »a* 
alert the northern bark runrlng end f 
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Gour , but since that period, it pours its torrents against* 
the rocks of Rajemahcl, forming eddies and whirlpools, 
dangerous to the incautious or impatient traveller.* 

In consequence of the youth and inexperience of 
Shujaa, the emperor took the precaution of sending 
with him Aazim Khan, who had been governor of 
Bengal for nearly five years, and to whose daughter 
the prince was lately married, as his chief counsellor 
and adviser but Shujaa, either wishing to make him 
a handsome provision, or to be freed from the 
superintendence of his father-in-law, appointed that 
nobleman to reside as his deputy at Dacca , but he 
being shortly disgusted with that situation, was, by 
his own request, removed to the government of 
Allahabad . whence he was transferred to Joanpore, and 
died there, in the year 1059, aged seventy-six years 
He was buried in his own garden, in the vicinity of 
that city, where his tomb is still shewn. 

The early part of Sultan Shujaa’s government 
was distinguished by his condescension to the 
English , and by his granting them permission to 
establish factoriesjT both at Baliasore and at Hoogly, 
but their ships were not yet permitted to enter the 
Ganges. 

The cause of this partiality to a nation which 
was destined to become the rival power, and ultimate- 
ly the support of the descendants of Timour, is thus 
satisfactorily accounted for. 

In the year of the Hejira 1046, a daughter of the 

AD 16 8 emperor Shah Jehan having been 

^ dreadfully burnt, by her clothes 

« Sec Asiatic Reseat ches^VoX v p 271, 8vo edit. 

20 
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atcblng fire, an express was sent to Surat, through the 
recommendation of the Vizier Assud Khan to desire 
the assistance oi an European surgeon. For this 
service the council at Surat nominated Mr Gabnel 
Mr Bongito, u Koughton surgeon of the ship Hope 
EogUih luryeoD vicll, who Immcdlatdy proceeded to 
the emperor’s camp then in thcDckkan 
and had the good fortune to cure 
the >oung princess of the effects ofher accident, Mr 
Bougbton, In consequence, became a great favounte 
at court, and having been desired to name his 
reward, he, with that liberality which characterircs 
Britons sought not for any pnvate emolument but 
solldtcd that hli nation might have liberty to trade 
free of all duties to Bengal and to establish factories 
in that country His request was complied with and 
he was furnished with the means of tra\'cl)ing across 
the country to Bengal Upon his arrival in that 
A, D lO B. province be proceeded to Fjplc> and 
^ in the year 1048 an English ship 
happening to afri\‘C in that port he in virtue of 
the ernperors firman* and the privileges granted to 
him fiegoctated the whole of the concerns of that 
vessel vrithoul ihc pa)mcntofon> duties. 

Ill the following >*ear the prince Shujaa having 
taken possession of the govxmmcnl Mr Boughion 
proceeded to Rajcmahel to pay his respects to his 
roj'al highness he was mo»t graciou>ly rccciifcd aiid 
one of (he ladles of the haram being then indi»po>ol 

I WM DOt ibl« to fiiflJ a copy ofiim Cxtuun amofl th'* Ib 
dtaa rccordi Wt Mr i3iocc cctAiiuas that it i»inthct)U>< 
paper OiTc* It dated Icb s iCjj a. 
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with a complaint in her side, the English surgeon^ 
was again employed, and had the good fortune to 
accelerate her recovery O.ving to this event, Mr, 
Boughton was held in high estimation at the court 
of Rajemahel , and, by his influence with the prince, 
was enabled to carry into effect the orders of the 
emperor, which might otherwise have been caviled 
at, or, by some underhand method, have been rendered 
nugatory. 


In the year I050, the same ship returned from 
A D 1640 England, and brought out a Mr. 

Bridgeman, and some other persons, 
for the purpose of establishing factories m Bengal, 
Mr, Boughton, having represented the circumstance 
to the prince, was ordered' to send for Mr. Bridge- 
man that gentleman, in consequence, went to Raje- 
mahel, was introduced to the prince, and obtained 

„ , , , ^ an order to establish, in addition 

English factories ’ 

established at Bal- to that at Pipley, factories at Balia- 
lasore and Hoogly Hoogly.^ Sometime after 

this event, Mr. Boughton died , but the prince still 
continued his into the liberality and kindness to the 
English. 


For eight years Shujaa ruled Bengal with great 
justice and propriety , but as Shah Jehan made it a 
practice to change his governors frequently, and 
was jealous of the power and authority he had 
^ ^ himself conferred on his sons, he 

^ in the year 1057, sent an order to 

the prince, to deliver over the government to the 


* Sqq Eait-Iiidia Records^Ndi xiv. p :2 
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Nuwab Aitcad Khan and to repair to court, as he 
was anrr.ous again to hasr the pleasure of seeing 
him, after so long an absence. 

Upon the arrival of Shujaa St Lahore, 
the emperor then held his court he was recen-rf 
tn the most affectionate manner but in a few monlM 
^vai appointed to the government of CabuL This 
,va5 a severe mortification to the prince who In 
common with his brothers, disliked the northern 
provlnees , whoso snowy monntalns and uncouth 
Inhabitants, suited not the habits and Inclinations of 
young men accustomed to the luxuries and docile man 

nersofthenaUvesoIthe south 

For two jears, however Shujaa was compelled 
to do penance In Cabul but at the expiration of 
that period be was allowed to return 
A. D 1649^ Bengal and received the province 

In the same state he had left It, ikitcad Khan the 
governor ex|>ectlng that the prince would shortly 
return considered himself merely as a /cwm rrirr*/ 
and neither altered nor abrogated anj of his laws or 
regulations.* 

The following account of Sultan Shujaa, taken from 


• "Alttat! Kbao was the youuscr Wothet of Shahta Mun *rv-I 

.ooolAiiifKtum,braiberoril...mpr«. boor hwic * 

mioofpleailtrt sad JKlun.loc»lunilloin« (mront, hr d'S 
-l.hfof snrpubhccaipIoTtaeat bui .peal bi. ume e'lbst •' "■ 

esaittt. Of tn Tlrl.ot bl. brother and oihrr r. tars an. ar pleJ.t.w 

irl.iir ml (Mrmi In tbii ln.ua r bf appear. 10 barn uV'n 
chiwsecfBwealteertIrloobllr emperor mlb mSm b 
was a peat ftroonie. 
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he History of Hindoostan, will enable the reader to 
from a judgment of his character . " Shuj'aa was 

Character of humane in his disposition, averse to 
cruelty, an enemy to oppression • in the 
execution of justice he had no respect of persons, ex* 
cept when the natural tenderness of his disposition 
gave his mind a bias towards the unfortunate. Though 
honest, like his bi other Dara, he was not so open and 
free. He never told a falsehood j but he did not always 
tell the whole of the truth. He was more tranquil, 
more close and reser\ed, than Dara; and he was more 
fitted for the intrigues of party, and that management 
which is necessary to direct the various passions of men 
to one point He was generous to his friends, and did 
not disdain to hear their advice, though he for the most 
part, followed his own judgment of things. He was 
fond of pomp and magnificence, and much addicted to 
the pleasures of the haravt. Graceful and active in his 
own person, he loved in women that complete symmetry 
of limbs which rendered him the favourite of the sex , 
and he spared no expense m filling his seraglio with 
ladies remarkable for their beauty aud accomplishments. 
In their society he spent too much of his time ; but the 
warmth of his constitution did not make him neglect 
the necessary affairs of life. During his long govern- 
ment of Bengal, he won the affections of the people by 
the'softness of his manners, and his exact and rigorous 
execution of justice , and the country flourished m com- 
merce and agriculture, under the protection which he 
invariably gave to industry. In battle he was brave , 
nor was he destitute of the talents necessary for a 
general and we must attribute his misfortunes m the field 
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to the effeminacy of bis troops more than to his orm 
^•ant of conduct 

If such was the real character of Shujaa wema> sup 
pose that the court of Rajemahcl rivalled that of Dehl> 
in splendour and luxury and that the opulent citizens 
and persons in office imitating the example of their 
governor imparted a taste for pleasure and expense to 
the inhabitants of the province In general who secured 
from ail fears of foreign invasion b> the affinit) of their 
prince with the imperial throne and protected b> 
bis impartial administration of justice from domestic 
oppression probabl) enjojed more happiness under 
Shujaa than the> had expcnenced under any former 
Mohammedan governor 

During this period it appears (hat the European 
nations bad every facilitj given to thdr commerce ,and 
that the English in consequence of Shah Jehans firman 
md the privileges obtained b> Mr Doughtun enjojed 
a free trade with Bengal thc> were also at Hbcrt) to 
export an> quanlltj of saltpetre they pleased the \ aloe 
of which In consequence of the civil wnr then raging In 
England wns very much enhanced.* He also granted 
the English his special ntshan or order for freedom of 
trade 

Tor nine years after Shujaa s return to the govern 
ment the Inhabitants of Bengal enjoyed an unInter 
rupled state of proiptrity hot when in 

A. U 1657 thcycarioCS the indlipo^itnn of the 
emperor threw all Hlndoostan Into a state of convulilon 
by thi* contcntloni of his four sons f jr the throng’ 

*’rf /’/*<' r \ 1^517 AIioA{t«b' ^o s 
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eastern provinces felt the shock ; and the melody of the’ 
flageolet and tambourine -was changed for the shrill 
notes of the trumpet, and martial sounds of the kettle- 
drum. 

Sultan Shujaa was the first, who upon hearing of the 
<;b.,jwa«crulm '^■‘nccrous illness ofhis father, took- 
Claim to the im- the field. He excused his preciptta- 
pcnal throne. l^{,- follow crs, by avowing his 

conviction, that if his elder brother, Dara, succeeded to 
the throne, he had no prospect but death, or perpetual 
imprisonment 

The resources which he possessed were considerable , 
his treasury was well-filled , his army numerous, and, 
to appearance, effective ' he was also supported by the 
good wishes and affections of his subjects. 

When Shujaa first hoisted the banner of hostility, he 
issued a manifesto, stating, that the emperor was dead, 
and not without suspicion of treachery ; and al- 
though he received letters from his father, announcing 
his recovery, he alleged that they were forged by Dara, 
to deceive him, and to gain time , he therefore conti- 
nued his march to the vicinity of Benaras, and gave 
orders to construct a bridge of boats across the Ganges 
In the meantime, he- received intelligence that his 
youngest brother, Morad, had assumed the imperial 
titles m Guzerat, and was on his march to Dehly, to 
assert his claim to the throne This information afford- 
ed him at once pleasure and chagrin. He was gratified 
to think the attention and force of Dara would be 
divided, when assailed both from the east and the west 
but It vexed him to find, that, after conquering Dara, 
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che iroald rt/Jl have another rival to subdue. 0ara had 
the eari/ert IntdU^encc ot the designs of hfs brother In 
Bengal and under pretence of a change of aJr being 
recommended to the emperor be removed him and the 
whole court, from Dehl/ to Agra, He had previously 
sent bis son Sollraan, vWtb a chosen detachment of ten 
thousond horac, to secure Allahabad and as soon as he 
received Intcihgeoce of Sbujaa having commenced his 
march he sent off Raja Jy Sing and Pilere Khan, 
with a large reinforcement, to join his son 

The orders of the prlnco were, to attack Shnjaa 
with the utmost vigour and compel him either to re 
treat, or to destroy him but prevf 
^ ouj to the Rajas departure from 

Agra, the emperor sent for him In private, and re 
quested him if poslblc, to ncgoclato a peace bclwcert 
tie brothers , and to persuade Sbujaa to return quietly 
to Bengal 

Whilst Sbujaa was busily craploj’cd In preparing his 
bridge at Behadorpore, In the vicinity of Benaras tbc 
army of Snllman appeared on the opposite bank. But 
preWoos to the commencement of hostilities the Raja 
J> Sing In obedience to the directions ol the emperor 
opened a negodatlon with the prince In which he point 
cd out to him the evils of a civil war and the Impollo 
of opposing Dara who supported b> the name and au 
thorliy of his father could command nil the resources 
oflhecmpire. Shujaa convinced bj hli msonln] artd 
finding It Impossible to conceal from his armv Oie 
covTTj of the emperor agreed to return to his govern 
mcot and to disband hli arm> 
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The active spirit of the young Soliman, however, did 
not brook this negociation which Raja Jy Sing was 
carrying on without his participation he endeavoured 
to break it off, and when concluded, he refused his 
assent but, in the mean time, he had ernployed several 
persons to search for a ford, or to discover the narrowest 
part of the river, which, it being then the dry season of 
the year, was uncommonly low. On the day the truce was 
concluded, his spies brought him information, that, a few 
miles up the Ganges, his cavalry might cross with little 
difficulty. He communicated not his intentions to the 
Raja , but, under pretence of changing the ground- of 
his encampment, he, in middle of the night, marched off, 
and before break of day had crossed the river with his 
own troops and those of Dilere Khan. He then sent: 
orders to the Raja to follow him , and, moving on with 
rapidity, he completely surprised the Bengal camp. 

Shujaa, who had secured all the boats previous to 
the arrival of his adversaries, considered the Ganges as 
an insuperable barrier to their attacking him , and, lulled 
into further security by the negociation he had conclud- 
ed, was taken totally unprepared He was roused from 
his sleep by the clashing of arms, and the shouts of the 
enemy He started up, seized his arms, and, to renoer 
himself conspicuous to his troops, mounted an elephant , 
but all his efforts to stop their flight was in vain a few 
of his officers gathered round him, and fought bravely, 
but they were compelled, by superior numbers, to retreat 
to the river side, where they embarked on broad the 
swift-rowing boats of Bengal, and were quickly conveyed 
to Patna. The capture of Shujaa’s elephants, , horses, 
and rich camp equipage, gratified the avarice and 
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vanity of Sollman and for a time stopped the pursuit 
But the Imperial army soon followed the fugitives and 
Shujaa, upon their approach abandoned Patna, and re 
treated to Monglcr The /ortificatlons of Monglcr 
stopt Sollman till he received orders from his father to 
return with all haste to Agm to assist him In opposing 
his brothers Aurungzebc and Morad who had nnited 
their forces and combined against him - 

The retteatof SoHman roused the drooping spirits 
of Shujaa, and he hastened to levy a new army but 
when he rccdv'cd Intelhgcnco of the defeat of Dira, 
the captivity of the emperor and the usurpation of the 
throne by his younger brother Aurungxebc,* he was con 
founded, and knew not what to do. After much cons! 
deration and advice of his counsellors In order to gain 
time, he wrote to Aurongzebe, congratulating him on his 
success, and soliciting a confirmation of his 
government 

The new emperor judging of others b\ his own feel 
Ing^ was not to be dcclrcd by such app-nrent modetatlon 
he howc\*cr treated the envoy of Shujna with much 
attention and was rcry particular In his Inqulncs res 
peering his master 8 family and the state of his health 
he concluded by desiring the cn\oy to Inform his 
brother that in the present state of affairs the grant 
Ing him a new commission for his government was 
ynnrre^sarj nod in fact improper os he only 
cmuldered himself llie viecregent of his father whose 
infirmities allhcuph they disabled Jilm from wielding 
the sceptre w-Ith cfTeet, did not annul his former appoint 
ment*. This answer tliougb not Mtl factory was perhaps^ 
• See Ifiitory cf A-Di^jS. 
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as much as Shuja expected, and afforded him time to* 
complete his preparations; but, in the meanwhile, it allow- 
ed Aurungzebe an opportunity oi crushing the power 
of Dara, of subduing all his other enemies, and firmly 
establishing himself on the throne. 

Sujaaat length thiew off the mask, and, form a sub- 
ject to Aurungzebe, became his competitor for the em- 
pire In the year 1069, he marched 
A D 1659 ^ , 

from Bengal, with a numerous ana 

well-appointed army , but which, being principally 
composed of new levies, he was under the necessity of 
instructing in their duties, whilst advancing to the at- 
tack of an army of veterans. He arrived at Allaha- 
bad, and crossed the Ganges, without oppositson. He 
halted there for some days , and afterwards proceeded' 
thirty miles, to Kudgwa at that place the advanced 
troops of Aurungzebe, under the command of his son 
Mohammed, came in sight, and orders were given to 
the Bengal army to throw up entr.enchments in their 
front and left flank , the right being protected by the 
river. 

The imperial standards made their appearance the 
following day. Aurungzebe'encamped his army oppo- 
site his brother’s , leaving an extensive plain between 
.the two camps, for a field of battle. On the morning of 
the 15th, both armies were drawn out in battle array ; 
and, about noon, the cannonade commenced. Shujaa 
had placed his artillery on a rising ground, in front of 
bis line , and his batteries being well served, the shot 
plugned into the thickest part of Aurungzebe’s line, 
^nd, after destroying a number of his people, compelled 
him to repre. 
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At this time, Moharaja Jcswlnt Sing who comrnad 
ed the Rajepoot and other Hindoo troops in the service 
of Aumngiebe, not only deserted his post, but attacked 
and plundered the rpyal camp which had been left 
standing some miles In the rear of the arm> They 
sHred upon the treasure, cattle, and baggage of theprin 
cipal ofBccn and retreated with them towards Agra, 
This event threw the army of Aurungtebe Into great 
confusion and had Shojaa been aware of the 
Rajas intention and taken advantage of it he might 
have obtained an easy \'ictory • 

Shujaa took no advantage of the confusion into 
\/hlch his brother’s army was thrown but In the even 
ing allowed the whole of his own troops together with 
the cannon, to rctam within hlsenirenchfnent , without 
taking an> precaution to secure the rising ground, which 
had been so useful to him during the day This over 
right was soon perccU'cd b> Mcer Jumla, a distinguish 
cd ofHcer in Auruugwbes ser>icc who having oblaiced 
permission advanced during the night and threw up a 
redoubt on the placr well lined with cannon, and dc 
fended by a select parl> of Infantr) 

As soon as da) light appeared the negligent Shojaa 
was awoke bj the shot from the redoubt piercing bis 
tents and the cries of his women He arose and ills’ 
his error but it was then loo late and the onl) re 
mcti) left, was, to moix his tents to another part of the 
line. 

• Khafr KKifl saiher cf the ttf // J-* iai» the B»i» 

dKlitkfvnm Shsjia of bn HitCQt(On Uii ibi retail cf thccooitit is S 
street etidtnct eftit cceuary 
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Aurungzebe, who perceived the commotion in the ^ 
enemy’s camp, thought this a proper opportunity to 
make a general assault. His army was already drawn 
out , and he ordeied his elephants to advance and tread 
down the entrenchments, 

The troops' of Shujaa, however, defended themselves 
with great resolution : after some hours’ hard fighting, 
they compelled their enemies to retire , and, m turn, 
became the assailants. The prince, mounted upon an 
enormous elephant, led the attack. He saw Aurungzeb 
at a distance, mounted in a similar manner. Fate now 
seemed to have placed the decision of the battle in his 
own hands. He ordered his driver to break through 
the -crowed, and to impel the animal against that on 
which his brother rode. One of the officers of Aurung- 
zebe, who was also mounted on an elephant, perceiving 
the intentions of Shujaa, rushed forward to meet him : 
the officer was overturned by the shock , but the 
elephant of Shujaa suffered so much by the concussion, 
that he stood for a time trembling in every joint, and 
could not be again induced to move forward. The dis- 
appointed prince was enraged at his adverse fortune , 
but, in this dilemma, a driver of the war elephants that 
attended the prince advanced against the emperor, and 
by the impetuosity of the first shock, brought the royal 
elephant on his knees. Aurungzebe, alarmed at his 
situation, was about to dismount, when Meer Jumla, 
who was on horseback near him, called out, “ Aurung- 
zebe, you descend from the throne I” The emperor 
took the hint, and resumed his seat in the mean time, 
his elephant, having recovered, arose, but would not ad- 
vance, Whilst in this situation, one of the servants, 
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wbo sat behind Aurnngtebe shot the dn\*er of the other 
elephant but the furious animal sUll continuing to 
Bght, the dri\*er of the emperor’s elephant dextcrousl> 
mounted him and drove him off whilst the sen.’ant 
before mentioned took the driver’s scat In front of his 
master who, finding his elephant very unsteady and 
much Inclined to run away gave orders for the chain, 
which was used to fasten the animal, to be locked rouna 
his feet by this means he was prevented from stirring 
from the spot. 

As It often happens that the success of a battle dc 
pends apparently upon an Inadequate cause this deter 
mination and coolness of Aurungiebe convinced his 
followers that he was resolved to conquer or to die 
and adminng bis magnanlmit) they rallied round him 
and repulsed the attack of the enem> 

Shnjaa finding that hU troops began to give wa) 
and that the elephant on which he rode was become 
unlractablc, by the advice of Allvcrdy Khan (uho In 
said to bav‘e been bnbed b> Aurungrcbc) In an unlucky 
moment quilted the elephant, and mounted his hor>c. 
Tills action could have been seen by only a few of hi* men 
vrho w^cre near his person but the greater part of the 
array perceiving the atnbhary (scat with a canoj»>) 
SaluoSttoJude “""Juded their m«jlcr wj< 

fciudby Autudj slain and fled with prcclpltalloji, 
Aurungrcbc ¥.-as not In a situation 
Immediately to pursue and night coming on j avc the 
fuglliv'cs leisure to effect their retreat though at l)ic 
cjtpcnsc of their artillcfj stores and camp cqulpit^ 
The clfcumitanccs wlUcb tool place bo h In lM» 
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battle and that of Benaras, by no means entitle Shujaa 
to the panegyric passed on him by the author of the 
history ol Hindoostan in neither instance did he evince 
any skill or foresight as a general. He allowed himself 
to be shamefully surprised on both occasions, and sacri- 
ficed his troops by his negligence and want of circums- 
pection ft was also a circumstance well known, that 
his brother Dara had lost the victory by alighting from 
his elephant Shujaa should therefore have taken 
warning by hts example, and have kept his seat, though 
surrounded with danger and difficulty. As a politician, 
his talents must appear despicable doubtless he 
should have had agents in the enemy’s camp, to inform 
him of-the dispositions of the Chiefs. The event proved, 
that one-third of Aurungzebe’s army, headed by 
the Maharaja, were disaffected to his cause , and 
ftad the attack of Shujaa been combined with the 
retreat of the Hindoos, there can be little doubt 
that the contest would have terminated differently. 
So strongly were his contemporaries convinced that 
he lost the battle from his want of prudence, that 
it IS since become a proverbial saying in 
Hindoostan, 

“ Sujaa jeet bary, apna haat hara ” 

“Shujaa having won the game, threw it up with his own hands " 
Terror and disgrace were the companions of Shujaa’s 
flight ; he changed his clothes , he- threw off every 
mark of distinction , and hurried back to Patna ab 
a private man. He not only feared ' his enemies, 
but those who had hitherto been his friends he ap- 
prehended that the bribes of Aurungzebe would 
turn the swords of his own soldiers against him , 
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and be feared to put confidence fn an> man At 
length, arrived at Patna, he felt re assured and 
announced to hla family and subjects his safe return. 

The moniing after the battle, Aurungzebc detach 
ed his son Mohammed with "ten thousand chosen 
horse, to pursue the unfortunate Shujaa. His orders 
were, not to relinquish the pursuit till he h«d 
captured the fufidtive or reached the gates of Patna. 
The young man literally obeyed his instructions and 
arri\'cd at that dty a \*ery short time after his uncle, 
who alarmed at the sodden appearance of the encmj 
continued bis retreat to Mongler 

In the mean lime the anxiety of Aoruagsebe 
being quitted with respect to the con equcnccs of 
Maharaja Jeswint Sings revolt he ordered Meet 
Jufflia who then bore the title of Khan Kbanan 
with a numerous and wxU appointed arm\ to follou 
the footsteps ol the prmcc Moh mmed and to 
assist him in driving bhujoa from Bengal 

Soon after the arrival of Sbujaa at Mongler he 
wai joined by a number of his dispersed followers 
and having received some reinforcements from Bengal 
he strengthened the fortifications of Mongler b) 
deepening the ditch and threw up cntrenchcm'*nts 
from the fort to the hills which formed a 
bamer against the en m> s advancing on that side 
of the river He also sent orders to itrcnglhen tli** 
works of Terriagurry and Si kljgull) ood tojlacc 
garrisons of his best troops therein. 

Tile prince Mohammed having with little dlfHcidij 
made bimicW master of the cit> of lalna waited 
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there for the ai rival of his coadjutor, Meei Jumla, 

and the main body of the army. 

/ • 

After the anival of that experienced officer at 
Patna, he sent intelligent spies, to procure him 
exact infoimation of Shujaa’s position , and having 
learnt that it was such as would require much time 
and difficnitv to force, he summoned the zemindars 
of the neighbourhood of Patna to attend him , and 
from them he forced the confession, that there 
was another road by which he might enter Bengal, 
but that it was circuitous, narrow, and steep and little 
used, on account of the difficulties it presented, and 
the savage mauneis of the mountaineers This in- 
formation was sufficient for Jumla he selected twelve 
thousand of his best hoise , and, unencumbered with 
any baggage, he took the route' Sheregotty,* which 
is situated in the mountains of Jarcund. In the mean 
p'rince Mohammed, with remainder of the 
royal army, proceeded, by easy marches, towards Mon- 
gier, and encamped within a few miles of the fort. For 
several days aftei, skirmishing parties advanced from the 
camp, and made a show as if they intended to assault the 
entrenchments by these means the attention of 
Shujaa was occupied, till his couriers brought him in- 
formation that the enemy had entered the Bissuntpore 
his rear, and were advancing against his 
capital This intelligence overwhelmed Shujaa with 
grief and astonishment , he immediatelj^ withdrew his 

#A military high load Was made about thirty years ago, by this 
route, from Beiiaras to CalcuHa, which is one-thud shorter than 
the old road 


Ma 21 



SOO \ lUSTOH\ OF DE\CAU fSECT M 

troops from the trenches and retreated to Rajemahel 
in which were lodged his rarail> and treasures 

The road being thus left open the royal arm> ad 
vanccd and hav*lng stormed th<* passes ofTernagurr} 
and Sickl} gull^ m\*csted Rajemahel on one side, while 
Meer Jumla occupied the other a communication be 
tween the armies was speedil> eiTected and in a few 
da>'3 the batteries opened against the walls oftheefty 

For six da>s, Shujaa resisted all the attacks of the 
enem> but v.as then convinced that the place was no 
longer tenable. He embarked his family and all hfs 
valuables on board boats and during a dark and 
storm) night, crossed over the river to Tondah the 
fortifications of which he immcdmtcl) ordered to be 
repaired. Fortunately for the fugitive pnnee, on the 
\*er> night that he made hU escape rainy season set 
in with great violence the rhers were swollen b> 
torrents from the mountains, and the ro>al camp was 
laid under water Mccr Jumla, seeing It impossible 
to pursue Shujaa, and that there was no rcmed) was 
obliged to canton his arm> lor four montlis In th* 
Mclnit) of Rajemahel 

This respite aflbrdcd to the unfortune Shujaa an 
opportunit) of collecting all his troops from the lower 
part of Bengal. He also drew from thence a great 
trai'n of artfJfcf) which was weff served 6) fortwgtfcre 
(he other rcropcarti who tvilllnpl) entered Iifr 
for that prince, b^ngof a pencrous dliposilbn and free 
from bigotf> pave encouragement to pi^lc of all nailoa’ 
and ftllgiont , and it h said promlJcd the monks 
who sinccthc destruction of Hoogl) vxrc dlip^fi^ irt 
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different parts of the country, that if he was successful, 
he would rebuild their churches, and restore them the 
privileges they enjoyed under the emperors Jehangire 
andAkbar. The affairs of that prince began now to 
assume a more favourable aspect his troops, finding 
themselves supported by a good tram of artillery, and 
Tcgularly paid, resumed their confidence j and the 
eastern parts of Bengal, being intersected by rivers, still 
afforded raanj^ opportunities of prolonging, the war, and 
of exhausting the patience and perseverance of his 
enemies. 

During the time the aimies lay in this position, the 
war-boats of Shujaa frequently crossed the river, and 
■cannonaded the enemy’s camp , and, by night attacks, 
kept them in such a constant state of alarm, that Jumla 
found It advisable to abandon the city of Rajemahel, 
-and to encamp his army at some distance from the river- 
•side 

At this juncture, an event occurred which, for a time 
Tejoiced and animated the friends of Shujaa, and caused 
;great 'alarm and ^anxiety to the new emperor and his 
generals. 

The prince Mohammed, who, in conjunction with 
Jumla, commanded the imperial army, 
Mohammad fof before the breaking out of the civil 

the daughter of war, been betrothed to his cousin, the 
Shujaa daughter of Shujaa the animosity be- 

tween the brothers prevented the consumm'ation'of the 
marriage, and the friends of both parties supposed it 
was irrevocably broken off even Mohammed, in the 
tumult of the camp seemed to have forgotten the extoll- 
ed charms of his cousin ; but the princess moved by 
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compassion for her father wrote to him an affecting 
letter witH her own hand She lamcnte-l in the most 
pathetic terms the hardness of her fate which ^ad com 
polled her to sec the man whom she had long con t Icr 
cd as her husband waging relentless war agains her 
beloved parent and pursuing him and his family to de^ 
tnictlon. TThls condescension on the part ofanamiible 
girl, rekindled the latent spark of affection and lo\e In tli~ 
breast of Mohammed he resolved to relinquish all I 
prospects of the empire to forfeit his fathers favou* 
and to abandon all the world for love. He, however 
flattered himself that a great portion of the armj who 
w^cre strongl) attached to him for his bravery and hber 
ahtj vroaid follow him and espouse the cause of 
Shujaa. 

bometime after the commencement of the correspon 
dence the general Meer Jumla hiving removed lits 
camp some distance from Ivajcmahel the prince con 
sldcred It a fovounble opportunil) to sound the 
disposition of his troops. He according)> Invltctl a 
number of the oflicers whom he considered as his bc't 
friends to his quarters and hid open to them his dis 
gust at the cruelt> and t>rann> of his father hi* fc 
solution to e<;pouse the cause ol bhujaa ind hi* inlcn 
tion of Immcdiatcl) going over loTondih whither he 
hoped he should soon be followed b> all his friend* and 
1 considerable part of the arm) whom he conild'TCvl ai 
devoted tc*hi5 interest, 

1 or some time the ass'nnbl) remained mute wld’ 
astonishment but ins cad of opposln" th- m-asure 
ind pomtin" out to the prince the full) of Ins c^'ida 
the), "*lh that loTOcrl ) ard flittcf) v ideh arc s'- 
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disgraceful to Indian manners, said, “whatever your 

royal highness does, must be right and there can be 

no doubt, if you go over to Sultan 
Prince Mo- . 

hammed deserts Shujaa this evening, one-half of the 

to Shujaa army will join your standard by sun- 

rise” On these vague assurances the price quitted 
Rajemahel that evening , he embarked in a pleasure- 
'boat, attended by a few of his confidential servants. 


as if going to recreate himself on the Ganges , and 
in a very short time was landed at a small distance 
from Tondah,* where he was met by Balund Akhter, 
fhe son, and several officers of Shujaa. 

In the mean time, the prince’s quondam friends 
returned to their tents and each man, solicitous of 
gaining favour with the imperial general, sent off an 
express, to inform Meer Jumla of the folly of Moham- 
med, and^he necessity of his immediate return to the 


-army. 




When Jumla received this intelligence, he was 
struck with astonishment at the madness of the prince 
but supposed it imposible that, without having se- 
cured the allegiance of a large portion of the army, 
-he could have been guilty of such an act of folly . 
he was therefore doubtful whether he might venture 
to return to Rajemahel, fearing that the troojis only 
waited to secure his person, before they went over 
to Mohammed. He at length resolved to do liis duty, 
as a faithful officer, and hastened back to Rsjemahel, 
Here he found every thing in the greatest confusion * 
some of the troops disposed to plunder the quarters 


* See Note, page 169 
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of those Chiefs who retained their lo>'altj, and 
others desirous of selling the property ofthc;,pnncc 
and the whole m a mutinous state and waN-ering 
in their intentions. 

The appearance of the general, for a time 
Silenced the storm he mounted !»i^ elephant, and rode 
Into the midst of the army he then harangued them, 
and pointed out the foil> of Mohammed whom he 
stigmatiicd as a weak > oung man go^xmed only b> 
his passion , that the cause he had espoused w'as dcs 
perate and should any of the troops be rash enough 
to follow him the> might be assured they were dc\x 
ting themseUxs to destruction. He concluded by ss\ 
ing he should march against the enemy as soon 
as the rainy season was o\xr and trusted that be 
fore the end of that campaign he should be complete 
1> master of all Bengal Tills speech had the desired 
cifcct the majority wxrc con\*inced by hi< reason 
mg and llie feu who were inclined to support 
Mohammed were afraid to a\ow their sentiments on 
account of the paucity of their numbers cvxry man 
returned quietly to his home and the general in 
order to put a stop to further cabal, and to gl\ccm 
ploy mcnl to ihcir mliid^ -^nt out parties to scl c all 
the boats they could collect and to mile every pre 
paration for the construction of a bridge ovxr tli'* 
river as «oon as the season would permit 

Wliilit such was the state of afTatra at Kajc 
roahcl the city of Tondah was a scene of feitlvll) 
and rejoicing the arrival of Mohammed communica crl 
hone and dehgl t to every heart Shojaa fcceivetl 
him with raptures and the fcmal s hastened tt 
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preparations for the wedding. No thoughts of danger, 
or anticipation of future events, were allowed to damp 
the joys of the present moment. The nuptials 
were celebrated with great pomp and rej'oicmgs ; 
but, alas ' the festivities wer<' scarcely con- 
cluded, when they were awoke tiom their dream 
of happiness, by intelligence of the approach of the 
imperial forces. 

Shujaa, disdaining or feaiing to trust to the 
fortifications ofTondah, encamped his army on the 
plain, some miles distant from the city, and resolved 
once more to try his fortune in a pitched battle. 
He had great confidence in his own troops , and 
was led to believe, from the assertions of Mohammed 
that part of tne imperial army would join him the 
first opportunity , on which account he assigned to 
that prince a conspicuous post in the centre of the 
first line' whence his standard could be easily distin- 
guished by his friends, as they advanced 

The imperial general, having completed his bridge 
of boats, or discovered a ford, crossed the river 
near Sooty , and, convinced of the superiority of his 
hardy veterans of the north over the newly-raised 
levies of Shujaa, he was delighted to find the enemy 
in the field He advanced with impatience and 
when he beheld, from a distance, the standard of 
Mohammed, he selected one of his most trust- worthy 
officers to attack that post, with directions, if possible, 
to secure the prince The battle commenced by a dis- 
tant cannonade, in which, probably, the army of Shujaa 
had the advantage Meer Jumla, therefore, directed his 
cavalry to advance , and, \fhen sufficiently near, ordered 
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hls select crops to male a charge upon IMohamm d his 

orders were rapidly obeyed and the misguided 

prince supposing It was a body of his friends coming 

„ , to join him directed his artillery to 

oonju 1 anny » 

defeated cease tinng The mode of their at 

tack connneed him of his error but it 
was too late the first Ime was thrown into confusion 
they fled and communicated their panic to the second 
line, when the route became general The eldest son 
of Shujaa was sevcrel> wounded and an immense 

■number of the Bengal troopi were slaughtered by the 

Moghul cavalry 

Shujaa, and his unfortunate son in lavr cfTcclcd 
thelrcscape to the dty but fcanng to trU'^t to it< 
strength embarked that night uilh their fimillcs and 
treasures on board swift roxring boit^ and made the 
best of their wa> to Dacca whilst the troops dispersed 
themselv'cs In all quarters. 

Jumla 1^5 surprised at his own success and the 
following morning ignorant of the flight of the prince? 
advanced against Tondah U[»on ids nrnvil the gates 
were thrown op"n indb-toi jjlet ponciuon of the 
Sultan s place. 

lie V as nor convnn«'cd tint the hop s and rcnurcci 
of Shujaa were annihilated and lint h- Inrl n » hlng to 
apprclicnd from him he theref ire did n i hnm- Jiatel) 
pursue him but spent some llm- In scMlin-' lln countr_> 
of whlcli lie had at that tim- in'* commuilon of 
go\*cmor from the emperor 

When the first In dci^r 

tion reached Aurungzeb^ lie \ atoxenrh Im-nl with ra-c 
a daslonl shment and conc!uJ-J tint iln w'nic arm> 
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would follow the example of the prince he feared, 
not only that Bengal was lost' but that Shujan would 
again be enabled to contend with him for the 
empire. 

But as, notwithstanding his numerous faults, that 
monarch possessed the quality of bravery in a superior 
degree, he gave instant orders for his army to take the 
fifeld , and had actualjy marched several days on the 
route to Bengal, when he received the agreeable news 
of the success of his arms at Tondah This event satis- 
fied him that he had little to fear from his brother . 

' he therefore returned to Dehly , where, reflecting on the 
strange conduct of his son, to whom he partly owed 
the crown,* he devised the following stratagem to break 
that connection the youth had so hastily formed He 
wrote a letter as if addressed secretly to Mahommed , 
and sent it by a special messenger, with directions 
to throw himself in the way of Shujaa’s spies, so that 
he should be discovered, and the letter taken from him. 
The contents were as follow 

“ To our beloved son Mohammed, whose happiness 
and safety are joined with our life It was with regret 
and sorrow that we parted with our son, when his 
valour became necessary to carry on the war against 
Shujas We hoped, from the love we bear to our first- 
born, to be gratified soon with his return , and that 
he would have brought the enemy captive to our pre- 
sence in the space of a month, to relieve our mind from 
anxiety and fear. But seven months passed away, with- 
-out the completion of the wishes of Arrungzebe. Ins- 


■’^See History of Hindoostan, Vol in p 251 
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'ttad of adhenng to your duty, Mohammed you be 
trajed your father, and threw a blot on your own fame. 
The smtlcs of a woman have overcome filial pict} 
Honour is forgotten In the brightness of her beauty 
and he who was destined to rule the empire of the 
Moghuls has himself become a 8!a\'e. But as Mohammed 
seems to repent of his folI> we forget his enmes. He 
has Invoked the name of God to x'ouch for his sin 
centy and our parental affection returns he has al 
ready our forgiveness but the execution of what he 
proposes Is the onl> means to regain our favour'* 


The letter made an impression on the mind of 
Shujaa which all the protestations of Mohammed 
could not remo\*c he became silent and discontented 
He had an affection for the prince and he was more 
enraged at being disappointed In the judgment winch 
he had formed than at the supposed trcachcrj HaWng 
continued three daj's n this agitation of mind, he at 
last sent for the pnnee he told him In the presence 
of hlf council that after all the struggles of affee 
tlon with suspicion the latter had prciiTiIlcd that 
he could no longer behold Mohammed v.ith an eje of 
friendship should he even snearto his innocence 
m the holy temple of Mecca that the bond of 
union and confidence which had latelj subusted be 
tween them utis broken and that Instead of a son 
. . , , and a fnend he behold him In the 

hijsijn 1b Jaw Uphl of an cnem) It Is thcrcrofc 
neccuar) for the peace of both " con 
tinned Shujaa “ that Mohammed should depart l.et 
him take awa> bis wife wUh all the wealth ond jewtl’* 
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which belong to her rank. The treasures of Shujaa are"^ 
open , he may take whatever he pleases. Go. — Aurung- 
zebe should thank me for, sending away his son, before 
he has committed a crime ” 

Moham-med, on this solemn occasion, could not re- 
frain fiom tears He felt the injustice of the reproach , 
he admired the magnanimity of Shuj'aa , he pitied his 
misfortunes , but his own condition was equally deplor-r 
able. He knew the stern rigour of his father, who never 
trusted any man twice he knew that his difficulty of 
forgiving was equal to his caution The prospect was 
gloomy on either side distrust and misery were with 
Shujaa, and a prison was the least punishment to be ex- 
pected from Aurungzebe He\ook leave, the next day, 
of his father-in-law , that prince presented his daughter 
with jewels, plate, and money, to a great amount , and 
the unfortunate pair pursued their journey to the im- 
perial camp. 

Mohammed, aqcornpanied by his spouse, the daughter 
of Shujaa, moved slowly towards the camp of Jumla His 
melancholy increased as he advanaed but whither 
could he fly ? No part of the vast empire of India was 
impervious to the arms of Aurungzebe , and he was 
not possessed of the means of escaping beyond the 
limits of his father’s power he was even ashamed to 
shew himself among troops whom he had deserted. 
Regret succeeded to folly , and he scarce could reflect 
, with patience on the past, though the fair cause of his 
misfortunes still kept her dominion over his mind. 
Having approached within a few miles of the imperialist 
he sent to announce his arrival to the Vizier. That 

minister hastened to receive him with all the hor- - . 
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*^ue to his rank a squadom with drawn swords formed 
^around his tent , but they were his keepers rather than 
guards. Jumla, the very next day received a packet 
from court, which contained orders to send Mohammed 
should he fall into hla hands, under a strong escourt 
to Dchly The officer who commanded the party 
was ordered to obey the commands of the pnnee 
but he at the same time received instructions 
to watch his motions and to prevent his escape. 

Mohammed though brave and enterprising like his 
father was destitute of his policy and art Prccipjtate 
full of fire, and inconsiderate he was more fitted lor 
acting as a partisan than a general and was therefore 
less adapted for war than for battle. Haughty In his 
temper yet easy In his address, and an enemy to cruelty 
absolute stranger to fear he was daring and active 
on occasions of danger but he knew his own merit 
and his self conceit induced him to ascribe to his own 
descisivc valour the v hole suvcess of his father He 
had been often known to sa) that he placed Aururg 
2cbc on the throne when he might have possessed it 
himself Naturally open and generous he despised thr 
duplicit) of his father and disdained power that most 
be preserved b> an. His free conversations upon tliesc 
subjects estranged from him the affections of his fatlier 
who seems to have confessed his merit b> his own fear#. 
Had Mohammed accep cd of the offer of Shah Jchin • 
when he seized that prince he had courage and activity 
sulficient to have kept poss/*ssiQn of the throne of th^ 
Moghuls but he ncplcctcd thf poldcn 0[r|>ortunlt> 


//ii •'7 if iJT \ol. I u p. 3JI 
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and shewed his love of sway, wlien he was not possessed* 
of any rational means to acquire the empire. His mis- 
fortunes, however, were greater than liis lolly he passed^ 
seven years in a melancholy prison at Gualior, till death 
put a period to his misery.1" 

Such is the account given of this transaction in the 
History of Hindoostan, which varies considerably from 

•As the above statement is erroneous, and as it may be intei- 
esting to many of the readers of this work, to know the fate of this 
gallant young man, some e\ti acts from the Miiasn Ahun'^ttiy 
{Hislory of Aw tmgzchc)^ respecting him, are subjoined — 

“Upon his arrival at Dehly, he w'as confined in the Castle of 
Selimghur he was thence sent to Guahor, where he remained till 
A D 1672 , and was then brought back to Selimghur, and an al- 
lowance of 1000 rupees per month assigned him for his prnate 
expenses 

“In the following year, the pi mce was allow’ed to take the an 
upon an elephant, and to i isit the tombs and shrines in the 
vicinity of Delhy 

“ In the year,i674) the' emperor marched towards Hussein 
Abdal, and was accompanied by the prince Mohammed, still 
under confinement 

“In the following yeai, Sultan Mohammed was promoted 
to the rank of commander of 20,000, and piesented w'lth a 
lac of rupees 

“ In the year 1676, the prince Mohammed was married to the 
daughter of the Raja of Kistavur The follow'ing year, jewels, to 
the amount of seven lacs of rupees, were presented to the pimce 
The same year a son w'as born the prince, and named Musaud 
’ Buklit. ' 

“ In the year 1978, the prince Mohammed died, and was 
buried close to the tomb of the celebrated saint Cuttub Addeen, 
near Dehly 

“ It is therefore probable, that, if he had survived his'^ father, 
he might have succeeded to, or, at all events, w'ould have been 
one of the competitors of the throne.” 
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the authontfca I have had an opportunity of consulting 
It IS stated both m the Alunt khiib <tl Lfbah and the 
Muasir at Omrali that Mohammed ashamed of hU own 
conduct, or dissatisfied tnth his uncle returned of his 
oum accord to the imperial army prevnous to the battle 
of Tondah after an absence of nearly 
nine months. This event' occurred In 

the year io;a 

Mow Jumla hai.*Ing settled the affairs of the irestcm 
Bcnpal, marched with his forces towards Dacca , and 
the unfortunate Shujaa, whose treasures ucre now 
nearly exhausted and his army reduced to fifteen 
hundred horse, finding opposition vain rcsoUed In 
order to spare the further effusion of blood to abandon 
his country,— b> embarking on board a ship at the port 
of Chittagong ♦ and proceeding from thence to the 
sacred shrines of Arabia, where he might spend the 
remainder of his life in acts of dciollon either at the 
temple of Mecca or In the Wclnit) of the tomb of his 
prophet If this measure failed him he still had the 
alternative of proceeding to \rracan and of soliciting 
the protection of the pnnee of that countr> 

Having thus reconciled himself to his adverse fate 
he placed his family and \aluablcs upon elephants 
and attended by a small bo<J> of caralo and a 
few of hts friends who generously rcfuscti to'' leave 
him In his distress he crossed the river Ilorhamp^otcr 

Lhitujoa" tt that peroXluiJ bo been uticfl 
cfbrlhc MojVttIr. ba wai dejieQ Irsi on ^rr3can, an 1 vi ftt 
ht I Orta aete AmVtn, and MaUm s! fis. It *u 
caJkdtbyih* fo'ctf Ftf i rj i ' 
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and having entered the wild mountains of Tipperali, 
after a long and wearisome journey, he reached 
Chittagong. At this place, he had the mortification 
to learn, that there was not a ship in the port , and 
that, as the monsoon was raging with violence, no 
vessel could have attempted the voj'age to Arabia 
at that season of the year. He had now no option 
left, but of proceeding to Arracan, or falling into 
the hands of his pursuers, of whose approach he 
received too well-grounded intelligence. He therefoie 
•discharged all Ins troops , and, accompanied only by 
his family, and forty domestics or friends, he con- 
tinued his journey along the sea-shore , 
A D r66r, j / 

Shujaa seeks and at length crossed the river Naaf, 

refuj,e at Arracan separates Arracan from Bengal. 


As he had taken the precaution of sending forward 
an envoy, to explain to the Raja his situation, and 
'to solicit his hospitality and protection, he was met 
on the frontier by an officer from that prince, with 
assurances of his protection and friendship. 

These were the first consolatory words Shujaa 
had heard for a long time. He and his family 
were delighted to think their wanderings were now 
at an end , and, as they had still a considerable 
quantity of gold and jewels with them, they hoped 
to pkss their lives in comfort in that retired part 
■of the world , or that some revolution in the politics 
of Hindoostan might enable them to return thither 
as their ancestor Homayon had done from Persia. 


The royal fugitives were met, at some distance 
from the city of Arracan by a cavalcade, and escort. 
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td to a house prepared for their reception There 
the assurances of the Raja were a^n^n repeated and 
as a proof of his hospitality A large jpply of pro- 
Msions fruit, &c. was presented as a welcome 
ofTerlng 

For some time the conduct of tlic Raja was 
unexceptionable but whether alarmed by the threats 
or \TOn by the bribes of the governor of Bengal his 
behaviour suddenly changed he became cold and 
reserved and his servants no longer attended to the 
rights of hospitallt} At lengtli he sent Shujaa a 
verbal message that he must either give him his 
daughter in marriage or immediately quit his Kingdom 
The first of these di-mands was an insult the un 
fortunate prince di I < expect He replied in liaoghty 
terns that the race of Timour would never submit to 
dishonour themselves by so Inferior a connection that 
•vs soon os the monsoon changed and a ship could 
bo procured he would quit the countr) and rccom 
pense him libcra!l> for the trouble he Ind given 
him but that the kajv must be ncll convinced It 
was impossible for him to depart at that season 
of the >car The Raja was lughl> ofTendccl at the 
Iiai^ghlmcss of this auswer and rbpr*atetl his orders 
for bhujaa immediatcl) to quit his territorv Tli* 
unfortunate prince w-as then convmcwl tliat tlic 
mind of the Itaja was nctuatcrl by tlic comhm d 
passions of lust and avarice and that certain death 
awaited him and his sjns but as there was vela 
jKrtslbiht) of savang th- lives of his ilonc tics ar 1 
friends he ummoned them to id prr>-acr -rd 
laving laid cjvn to then Im tcalton c ' 
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them to leave him to his fate, and to throw them- 
selves on the mercy of Aurungzebe, who, he doubted 
not, would forgive their attachment to him, when 
assured that he no longer existed. His speech was 
heard with melancholy attention and silence , but, 
when concluded, the whole assembly declared their 
only ambition was to shed their blood in his 
defence. 

In the mean time, the Raja, having assembled 
his council, alarmed them by the circumstantial 
detail of a plot, which he pretended Shujaa had laid, 
to assassinate him, and to take possession of the 
throne of Arracan. Notwithstanding the story was 
in the highest degree improbable, some of the coun- 
cil affected to believe it , and gave it as their opinion, 
that the foreigners should be immediately sent out 
of the country but, as the followers of Boodh are 
prohibited from shedding blood, except in battle, 
the council would not authorize the Raja to touch 
the life of his prisoner , and although the princes 
of Arracan were despotic in their power, they wi'^hed 
to have all their acts sanctioned by the council, which 
consisted of a certain number of their principal officers 
and ministers.* 

The Raja was therefore obliged to limit his orders 
to his troops, to remove the Moghuls from their present 
residence, and compel therrl to take the route of Chitta- 
gong but if, in so doing, the life of one of his 

•For a description of Arracan, and an account of the 

manners of the inhabitants ,of the Eastern Peninsula, Sec 

/ 

Syme^ J^mbassy to Ava, 


22 
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^ subjects should be lost the officer commanding was 
at liberty to satiate hU revenge. Such a subtcr^u^e 
was unworthy even of an eastern despot whom his 
owTi mmd had fully determined tlic fate of his 
dcvolcsd captives. 

The spot on which was situated the tcraponr) 
house fitted up for Shujaa ivasa narrow bank, wnlh the 
river in the front and stupendous clifTs behind tlic 
only approach was therefore, bj one or other fi ml* 
these Shujaa had taken care to barricade in tlic 
best manner he could and placed his son with 
twenty of his fnends at one end of the pass 
while he, with the remainder ol his adherents defentied 
the other 

The favounte arms of the Arraemners \rere a kh irl 
sword and buckler with these they advanced with 
horrible shouts towards the residence of bUujaa hut 
without discharging an) misvile vrcipons whilst tir 
Moghuls, Ignorant of tbcir prejudices and instructions 
receiv'cd them with a lollc) of arros'S which laid manv 
of the assailants level ivilh the ground The object ot 
the Raja tvas accomplished hli people now 50 Uf,hi rc 
venge and terrible ns assailants they clamlr-rcil If 
the top of the precipice and iiurlcd doum huge st< ii > 
on the heads of bliujaa and Ins frsenrfs nlipso a Icntijn 
was occupi-^ in defending the flanks of ihcir ponti* ft 
The contest was no longer e()ual the Arracann- s sop 
ported ever) raoment bj fresh troops were (nee'* ant In 
their attacks whilst the Mo huls wearied l> ih 
slaughter of their cncmcs v ere at Icngtii overpiwtrcJ 
end the greater number of them h-wn tu p ccci 
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Shuj.aa was one of the last who fell , he was stunned ’ * 
by a large stone throne from the pre- 

Shujaa taken pri- 
soner and cipice. He was instantly seized, dis- 

drowned armed, and bound , and was afterward 

placed in a small canoe, with two of his attendants, who 
insisted upon accompanying him They were earned 
into the middle of the stream , when the boatmep, 
having pulled out some plugs from the bottom of the 
\essel, jumped overboard, and weie sobn picked up by 
another boat The prince, being fast bound, sunk with- 
out a struggle , but his two friends made a vam effort 
to save themsilves, by swimming the breadth of the 
river, or the opoosition of their enemies, prevented their 
aeaching the shore , and they obth^ned that death 
which, according to the regulations of Arracan, was the 
exclusive privilege of the royal fam’ly 

The wife and daughters of Shujaa, in a fit of despair, 
threw themselves into the nver , they were not, how- 
ever, permitted to escape so easily , they were seized, 
and carried, with all the other females, to the Raja’s 
palace 

When the Raja had the insolence to wait upon 
Piaree Banu (the beloved princess), who was celebrated 
in Bengal for her wit and beauty, she drew a dagger, and 
attempted to stab the wretch , but failing in her design 
she turned it against hersell, and fell by lier own hajid 
Of the tliiee daughters, two are said to have put an end 
to their misfoftunes b} poison the third was foicibly 
married to the Raja, but did not long survive her dis- 
grace. 


"See Sy/iiifs E/nl/.nsy io Ava, 
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Ofthdsons of Shojaa, the eldest, sixteen years of 
age, was wounded severely In the battle , the other was 
stUI an infant they were kept as prisoners for a short 
time, and then committed to a watery grave. Such was 
the melancholy end of Sbujaa and his family a prince 
deserving a milder fate but his virtues were better ad 
apted for private than for poblic life. He might have 
filled with credit the throne of a well regulated and 
established kingdom , but he had not energy or abnit> 
to contend with a such ri\*al as Aorungxcbe nor prudence 
to remain content with a province, whDe he thought 
himself entitled to the empire. No prince was ever 
more beloved than Shujoa misfortune and c\*cn death 
it«eif could not deprive him of bis friends and though 
bis fate was not known in Hlodoostan for some years 
after his death, it filled e\*eTy eye with tears and when 
the melancholy intelligence was communicated to Shah 
Jehan, be exclaimed *• could not the curscdl nfidel hate 
left one son of Shujaa alKc to 
avenge the wrongs of his grandfather? 
These evxnts occurred in the year 1071 


MOHAMMFD SAIVD MFFR JOOMLA NUWAB 
MUAZIM KHAN KHAN KHANAN 
SEPAH SFLAR. 

0 glncf Mrrr JomU— ItesimH at CctfMdah-GUilni the 
*ct-mantl ol aa lrtny>-S^b<!Qr^ Carut c HU fbjof if) 
cwai wrilih-Sjigt^ieJof Irtaiwi in «jI ^ei-M An 
• \er«nneb<-‘n'^ Stj*- 
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refuges compliance — An army oT Moghuls, under the command of 
Mohammed, the son of Aurungezbe, enters Telingana, and compels 
the Sultan to comply with their demands — Meer Jumla proceeds 
to Dehly, and is most graciously received — Obtains the title of 
Muazim Khan — Appointed Vizier — In the cml war, takes part 
with Aurungzebe — Joins that prince at Kudjwa — Appointed to 
carry on the war against Shujaa, with the title of Khan Khanan 
— Proceeds to Dacca, and re-establishes it as the capital of Bengal 
— Invades Cooch Behar, and changes the name of its capital to 
Alumgeernagnr — Political conduct of Meer Joomla — The son of 
the Raja becomes a convert to the Mohammedan faith — Meer 
Jnmla proceeds towards Assam-*-Difficulties of the march describ- 
'ed — Defeats the fleet of the enemy, and takes the fort of Semyle 
— Takes possession of Ghergong, the capital of Assam, without 
opposition — Cantons his army for the rainy season — Writes to the 
emperror that he had open a road to China, and hopped to arrive 
there in another commpaigpa — The rams set in with great 
violence, and overflow the whole country — The Raja surrounds 
the Moghdls with his army, and cuts off all their supplies — A pes- 
tilence breeks out among the troops — Meer Joomla m the greatest 
distress The fains abate, and the Moghuls, again enabled to act, 
compel the Raja to return to the mountains, whence he sends an 
envoy to solict peace , to which Joomla consents — The officers 
who had been left tn charge of Cooch Behar having given disgust 
to the natives, the latter rebel, and expet the Moghuls, who 
take po^t at Ghowhatty Meer Joomla commence his retreath — 
Arrives at Ghowhatty — Detaches an army to reconquer Cooch 
Behar — Proceeds towards Dacca— Dies — His character^ 

As” this officer has made, and will stil| make, a cons- 
picious figure in this history, it is thought requisite to 
give som account of his origin, and rise m life, 

Mohammed, generally called Meer Joomla, was born 
in the vicinity of Ispahan, a city for many years the 
capital of Persia. When arrived at the age of man- 
hood, he imitated the example of a number of his sue- 
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cessful countrymen and nent to «cel. his fortune in 

, _ . India. His propitious stars Jed Inm 

A. D 1650 r r “r* 

to Golcondah irherc about the >e r 
A ft loCo he obtained an emoloym*nt m tire service 
of the Sultan Abdallah Koottub Shah soverer^jn of 
TcJinpana and by decrees roKS to the command cf 
the army W hilst in this situation be subdued the 
country called Carnatic Bala Ghaut which jicldeila 
revenue of forty laa ODOooo) of rupees per annum 
and comprehended the 'if mg fnrticsses of Gunjy 
k )tta and Sudhoot As this dwtnet is verv ncli 
and contains leveml diamond mmes Mcer Joomla 
was supposed to h«vc collected great rveahh for 
himielf m proof of this fact, he rai*.crl a select corps 
)f 3CC0 cavalry niuch he mai''tainet! nl his own 
expense This circumstance shortly roued the envy 
and jealousy of all the courtiers and caused sitsptctrn 
m the mind of the Vullan 

During the pcritd that Meer Joomla was employed 
in the Carnatic he left his son Mcer Mohaniiii I 
\mcen to be his agent at court btit the youtli 
pufied Dp with pride at the success of his fithrr 
1.1 rducted himself In a vxry dissolute and ilisrcsix-ct 
ful manner and liad the audacitv la come tr cnort 
»rc clay in a state of Intoxication and to f-vll a Iccj 
n the princes mnsnud • such behaviour could r' t 
pas vTmo’ACed be ses rely rcprlminded anl 

/ rbiddon to apjrr-ar in the prciercc t>l tl'- 
Sultan 

When this inlcnt**mco readied fleer Jf-onlj h- 
ua« convinced that h»s rn-fm-M wrre jHt ti« 


\r r'erer ! 11 tbfuat. 
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ruin, and that it would be unsafe for him to return 
to Golcondah. He therefore made overtures to the 
prince Aurungzebe, who then commanded the imperial 
army in the Dekkan, which were favourably received , 
and the prince having recommended 
him to the emperor Shah Jehan, 
an envoy was (a. II. 1066) sent from Dehly, to the 
court of Koottub Shah, to demand the discharge ot 
both father and son , for the former of whom the 
envoy carried a commission of commander of 5000 
horse, and for the son the rank of Colonel of 2000, in 
the imperial service. 

Before the arrival of the envoy, Koottub Shah, 
having learnt the object of his mission, confiiied 
Mohammed Ameen, and seized all the property of 
the father that he could discover This conduct drew 
on the Sultan the vengeance of Aurungzebe an 
army, under the command of his son Mohammed, 
entered Telingana , and, having laid waste the country, 
and plundered the city of Hyderabad, compelled 
the Sultan to deliver up Meer Joomla and his son, 
with all their wealth , and to purchase his own par- 
don by a present of one million sterling, and by giving 

his daughter in marriage to Mohammed * 

/ 

On the 1 2th of the month Jummad-al-Akhir, 
a H 1067, Meer Joomla, with his son, arrived in the 

cam^p of the prince Mohammed, and 
were most graciously received they 
thence 'proceeded to Join Aurungzebe, by whom they 
wei‘e treated with great respect, and an intimacy 

* History of Hindoostan, and ScoiU s History of the Ttekkait, 
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was cemented between the parties. On the 25th of 
Ramian they reached Dehly and had the honour 
of bdng Introduced to the emperor On this 
occasion Meet Joomla presented his majesty jmth a 
large diamond worth two lacs and sixteen thousand 
rupees j also sixty elephants and other valuable 
commodities amounting In all to the value of fifteen 
lacs of rupees. 

In return Joomla was [lonourcd with the title of 
Muailm Khan, the rank of commander of Cooo horse, 
with the Insignia of standards and kettle*dramf the 
office of Dewan and a present of five lacs of rupees m 
spede. The knowledge and abilities of Joomla rtcom 
mended him, In a high degree to the emperor and the 
place of VJaler having soon after beconoe vacant, b> the 
death o(SaadalIa Khan notwithstanding all the oppolsl 
tion of the prince Dara who was a\*crsc to Joomla, from 
his connection with Auningicbc, that officer was 
appointed to the highest office In the empire. 

In the dvll wars between the brothers for the 
throne Joomla took part with his patron Aurungreb* 
Joined his camp near Kudjwa, the day preceding th'* 
battle with Shujaa and b> Ms abllilics and courage 
contributed much to the successor that day Thehfgh 
opinion entertained of him by Aurungicb* Is cwnced 
b) his having been selected to carry on the war agalnit 
Shojaa and his conduct on that occasion gained fur 
him thcapplause and cstccmof hli Sovereign. lie was 
promoted to the rank of peocfallitimo of ih'* arml*^ and 
the high title of Khan Khanan (chief of th" noblesj 

It has been before mcctlorcd, that Mter Joomli 
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Meer Joomla 
makes Dacca the 
captial of Bengal 


having settled the affairs of the western 
part of Bengal, pursued the unforturnate 
Shujaa to Dacca In that city he fixed 


his residence, and again rendered it the captial of the 


province. 

During the period that the army of Meer Joomla 
had occupied Rajemahel, he had stopped the boats, 


The English seize 
on one of his 


‘ laden with saltpetre, belonging to the 
English, and much injured their trade 


^ vessels 
A D ‘1660 


at Patna in consequence of which, the 
English had the audacity, in the year 


1071, to seize one of his vessels, for which he threatened 
to expel them the country , but early in the following 
year, on their making an apology, and restoring 
the vessel, he forgave them, and, during the 
remainder of his government, treated them with lenity, 
He, however, insisted upon their con- 

A.D 1659 

tinuinng to pay the petshkush, or 
annual offering of 3000 rupees, which had been establish- 
ed, by the Fouj'dar of Hoogly, during the late civil 
war. 


Whilst the empire of Hindoostan was convulsed by 
the contentions of Aurungzebe and his brothers for the 
throne, several of the bordering zemindars and tributary 
Rajas withdrew their necks from the collar of obedience , 
and not only neglected to send any part of their re- 
venues to -the imperial treasury, but even invaded the 
provinces. Amongst the most prominent of these ' 
was Beemnarain, the Raja of Cooch Behar, whose - 
country, although frequently plundered by the Moham- 
^medans, and compelled to pay tribute, was never ab- 
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solute)} subdued This chief taking advantage of the 
absence of the Moghul army seiied upon Kamroop 
and scvTral other of the Imperial districts which adjoin 
cd his temtones. 

To the north ea^t of Benge! Is situated the extensive 
and the once powerful kingdom of Assam. TTils country 
1 generally speaking a \'alley 700 miles in length by 
5 o in bieadth through the middle of uhich runs the 
prfat n\*er Burhampooter which after entering Bengal 
joins the Ganges the e ni*er* pour their united streams 
Into the ocean near Deccan Shabaxpore.* 

The prince of this country named Jvdej ^'ing had 
dunng the civil wars sent an army doarn the Burham 
pooler which had plundered and laid waste the country 
as far as Dacca and earned awa) with them a noml>*r 
of the inhabitants as slaves 

To avenge thc-c insults and to re e^lablfvh the fame 
of the Mcghul government was an object of great 'oll 

\ U 1661 Mecr Jromla who as loon 

as he was satisfied with regard to the 
prince Shujna In the > car 1071 collected in the nciqh 
bourhrod of Dacca a numerous arm} well erjulppcd 
withnftlllcr} and wirlikc stores and accompanied b> 1 
strong fleet of war boati 


F vf a f fthef f*r*<-npl rm of thi eotintry s. f VIr \ aniMfvrt 1 
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Meer Joomla, having previously obtained the sanction 
of the emperoi, early in the yea^, 1072, 

Invades Cooch 

Hehar marched, at the head of his forces, 

A U i66t from Dacca As he had embarked his 

heavy artillery and stores on board the fleet, he directed 
his march along the bank of the Buihampooter but as 
there' was no regular road by this route he was frequent- 
1}' obliged to cut his way through woods, and to form 
causeways over the swamps Although this measure 
dela3^ed his progress, it, in the end facilitated his con- 
quest , for the Raja of Cooch Behar, not expecting the 
invasion from that quarter, had directed all his attention 
to fortify and defend the two other roads which led to 
his capital Such were the difficulties that occurred in 
this route, that the general was himself obliged to set 
an example to his troops by taking the axe in his own 
hands, and cutting down a tree On seeing this action, 
the proud Moghuls, who, previous to that time, , had 
considered fighting as their only duty, alighted from 
their horses, and exerted themselves in clearing the way. 
By their endeavours, and the co-operation of a number 
of elephants, a road was at length formed , which en- 
abled Meer Joomla to approach, with little opposition, 
the city of Behar , and the Raja, sensible of his inability 
to oppose so formidable an enemy, took to flight and 
concealed himself in the woods and 
A^Di”i6Ti 2/ih of Rubby-al-Avul 

fthird month), Meer Joomla tooK pos- 
session of the capital of Cooch Behar , and, in compli- 
ment to the reigning emperor, changed its name to 
Alumgeernagur, 
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As It was the Intention of Meer Jcxwnia to retain 
possession of that district, he appointed S)ed Moham 
med Saduc to be chief judge with directions to destroy 
all the idolatrous temples and to errect mosques In 
their stead He, however Issued orders to his troops 
not to plunder or Injure any of the Inhabitants but to 
selte upon all the* property of the Raja, wherever It 
could be found To evince his teal for religion the 
general himself with a Ijatde a^ce broke the celebrated 
Image of Naraln (the principal object of worship of the 
Hindoos of that province), and aftemards ascending 
to the roof o( the temple prodalraedlhe Mohammedan 
call to prayer*. With thl* exception on the article of 
religion Meer Joorala would not permit bis troop? to be 
•guilty of any Injustice to his new subjects and InstI 
tuted a court for the express punishment of plundereif 
or other offenden. 

By these means, the Inhabitants of Cooch Bchar 
became reconciled to their Invaders and maa> of 
them who had fled from the city returned to their 
habitations. At length BIsben Naraln, the son of 
the Raja, who was on bad terms with hts father came 
In at the Instance ofMccrjoomla he was converted 
to the Mohammedan faith and on the promue of being 
raised Imm'^dlstcly to the Raja undertook to sdxo hl» 
father 

To effect this Impious ondertiklng « consMerable 
force, under th'* command of IifonJlar wai s-mt 
with Blihen Varaln who entered the woods and hanng 
pursued the Raja for some lime compelled him to take 
refuge In a hjll fart of Bootan the onl> entrance to 
which was b> t bridge compjicd of Iron chains and 
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which was easily taken to pieces on the approach of an 
enemy. Although disappointed in seizing the Raja, 
they captured his principal minister, with all his family 
and wealth they also found, m the wood, 250 guns, 
great and small, and much other property , all of which 
was forwarded to Dacca. 

Meer Joomla, having settled the revenues of Cooch 
Behar at ten lacs of Narain rupees, and made his ar- 
rangements, left fourteen hundred hoise, and two 
thousand musqueteers, under the command of Isfundiar 
Beg, to support the new government , and proceeded to 
the conquest of Assam. 

As Meer Joomla was resohed not to quit sight of 
his fleet, on which were embarked his stores and depot 
of provisions, he regained the banks of the Burham- 
pooter , and, having crossed that river, near Rangamutty, 
at the expense of great labour and 

^ ^ 2 much delay, he formed a road which 

enabled him to proceed by short stages During this 
march, as the imperial army was obliged to drag the 
boats against strong current, and the troops were neces- 
sitated to cross rivers and to clamber over precipices, it ' 
frequently happened that their- day’s journey did not 
exceed one or two miles ; during which time, although 
not opposed by the enemy in front, they were often 
annoyed on their flanks, by small parties of the 
Assamese firing on them, from bdhmd trees, or wher- 
ever the nature of the ground permitted' them to 
approach unseen but as the general shared in all the > 
fatigues and danger, frequently walking the whole way^ 
the troops continued to advance without murmuring, 


/ 
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althoagh their rest w?as often broken after a most fati 
going day s jourrfey the night attacks of the cncinv 
After a most wearisome march, the M jghul arm\ 
came in sight of the fort of bemyfe,* built upjn n hill 
which commanded the river and i\as gamsoned bv 
20 000 men supported by a fleet of nir bost^ anchored 
a'^ross the stream. Mcer J >omla imm Jiatcl) 
orders for his boats to attack thjsc of the enc n> vrl ilc 
he invested the fortress b> land His cannon uhich 
u*ere probably served b> hiropeans quickly dispcr^el 
the Assames-^ fl-et and the garnsjn disoinied by thf*ir 
retreat abandoned the pDit during the ni^ht 

The M ighul general hexing taken p issession of the 
fortress, which he named Atta Allah (tne gilt of (t nl^ 
placed a garrison therein he then priceeJed on hn 
route and after cap unng a number ui ulher places nn 
the sixth of bhaban (Stii m)nth)toak possestnii »> 
Ghcfgong the capital »f the kingdom 

\s the Moghul army retjuircd some rest after th ir 
lurassing j jumey and ih- ramv ^ison was appriacli 
iiU M^r JoomU c\nt )ncJ his tra >p« m t le vicinity >f 
the nxer cxlfndm^ from Ghcr^, m,, to Muiteajnrc a 
distance of seve 1 in Ics an I asth- Ka;i hail tl 1 a 
Ins appearance and taken h-licr in the m nintini^ h-- 
wT under no apprchcntion I any m jlcHation fr m tlic 
inhabilann of the c jjntrv I » the jnn ipal if \rh I'n I 
had gran ed pr itccii ni and taken their p umli- >f j " 
gian c 'Iulcd b\ this c m'lden c Jim n a 

pitched couriers to the emp ror Jnfirmin him tSi I 
had op ned i roa 1 to China and h campn > 

to display lire Moghul standards In that fj h c untn 
ti eO b>cdtr Aci*- t 
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This intelligence afforded much pleasure to Aurung- 
zebe, who flattered hiinself that his victorious banners 
would rheet, in the distant legion of China, those of his 
Taitar relations, the descendants of Jengiez Khan He, 
in consequence, gave orders for a numerous levy of 
, troops to be assembled at Dehly, for the purpose of 
supporting Meer Jooinla, and maintaining his conquests 
The emperor also conferred on Mohammed Ameen, the 
son of Joomla, an honorary dress, as a testimony of 
respect for his father he also wrote to the general a 
, letter, with his own hand, congratulating him on his 
success^and encouraging him to proceed but, alas 1 these 
hopes were of a short-lived duration 

The rainy season of the year 1072 set m with un- 
common violence, the rivers ovei flowed 
their banks, and laid the wliole of 
the valley of Assam under water, forage was nowhere 
procuiable , and the Moghul cavalry, of whom the 
Assamese were so much afraid that hundieds of them 
often fled before ten horsemen, could no longer act 
, The Raja returned, at the head of his troops, from 
the mountains, and, having surrounded the Moghuls on 
every side, cut off all supplies from the country Provi- 
sions became scarce , and the dampness of the climate, 
01 malignity of the air, occasioned a pestilential dis- 
order, which swept off a number of the troops distress 
in eveiy form attacked the Aiogliuls, but, as it was 
impossible eithei to advance or retreat, there uas no 
other reiiredy for them out patience 

During the period that the Moghul army was thus 
surrounded with misfortunes, the Assamese were in- 
cessant in their night attacks, and succeeded m cut’ 
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good family, to remain as hostages for the payment^ 
of the annual tribute. 

While Meer Joomla thus successfully conducted 
the war In Assam, Isfundiar Beg and the other 
officers whom he had left in charge of Cooch Behar, 
by their oppressions and tyrannical conduct, so dis- 
gusted the inhabitants of that province, that they 
rose in a body, and solicited their expelled Raja, 
Beeinnaram, to return among them, and again to assume 
the reins of government 

As soon as the Raj’a found himself sufficiently 
powerful, he sent a polite message to Isfundiar Beg, 
and Mohammed Saleh, the governor and commander 
of the troops, that if they would retire peaceably 
and quietly from his dominions, they might do so 
unmolested , but if they persisted in remaining, 
they should have reason to repent their obstinacy. 

The Moghul Chiefs at first disregarded this menace , 
but after several skirmishes, in which they lost a 
number of men and officers, they found it advisable 
to retire to Ghowhatty, there to await the return of 
the army from Assam. 

In the middle of Jemmad Assany (6th month,) 
Meer Joomla commenced his return to Be-ngal. At 
this period his army was so much reduced by famine 
and sickness, that nine men out of ten were with 
difficulty transported , and many of them daily perished 
on the march, while the general' himself was nearly 
exhausted by his disorder. 

In the end of Shaban (8th month) the army arrived 
at Ghowhatty on the confines of Cooch Behar , and 

23 
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notwithstanding the weak sUtc of Mecr Joomk be $c 

lected all the efficient part of the array, and *cnt 
them under the command of Rasheed Khan and 
Asgbur Khan to reconquer that province. He then 
proceeded mth the remainder of hi* forces towards 
Dacca but on his arrival at Kbizerpore, hi* constitution 
bcin^ exhausted by fatigue and disease, he resigned 

A. D 1663 4. angel of death 

on the and of Ramzan (gth month) 
of the >ear 1075. 

Mcer Jumla vns one of those characters who 
ha\’e risen more in consequence of their own abi 
litic* than by an> peculiar iosunce ol good fortune. 
He possessed an excellent understanding, great cool 
ness of mind and undaunted courage, lie was cal 
culated for the intrigue* of the cabinet as weK as 
for the stratagems of the field Inpri\alc life he wjs 
amiable and humane in bis public transactions dignl 
fied and just. He disdained to use ungenerous 
means against his advTnarics and even c'cprcsscd 
hi* joy on the escape of Sultan Shujaa from his 
arms. Till hi* death he retained the title ofVincr 
though the duties of the office were performed by 
hi* deputj Kaja Ragonath, Hi* death was ctcu 
regretted b> the Curopcan*, who bad formerly com 
plained of his exactions. 

\V hen the craperor was Informed of the death of Meer 
Joorata, and the uniucccssfnl termination ofthe esp^ 
dilion to Assam be was greatly dlttreitcd and 1 ol 
the prince aIolumm*-d ’luaiim to coedo • with 



NUWAB SHAISTA KHAN. 


333 


SECT. VI.] 

family of the deceased Chief, and to assure his son, 
Ameen Khan, of the imperial favour and support but 
the enemies of AtirungEcbe were of opinion that he 
was much pleased with the event, as he was exces- 
sively jealous of' the abilities, 'and much feared 
the ambition of that great man. 


NUWAB SHAISTA KHAN AMMER;AL OMRAH. 

i 

I 

The Nuwab Shaista Khan appointed governor , but per- 
mitted to manage the business, for some time, by deputy — Arrives 
at Dacca — prepares to retaliate on the Raja of Arracan — De- 
taches a fleet of war-boats, with 3,000 men, under Hussen 
Beg, to recover the islands m the mouth of the Ganges — Sends 
the remainder of the army, under the command ofhisson, by 
land to Chittagong-^The fleet retakes Jugdea and Alumgeer 
nagur — Invades Sundeep, and regains possession of that island 
— Hussen Beg writes to the Portugese in the service of the 
Raja, offering them considerable advantages if they would 
desert to him— The Portuguese accede — The plot discovered — 
The Portuguese escape in their boats to Sundeep — The army 
arrives at the boundary of Chittagong— The Arracanners retreat 
to the city— An engagement takes place between the fleets, in 
which the Moghuls are worsted, but gam some advantage the 
following day— The united forces lay siege to Chittagonjj— The 
garrison endeavour to make their escape — Pursued, taken, an d 
lold as slaves— Shaista Khan, ?t his own bequest, recalled '■o 
court— Ais character— The Danes and French establish factories 
m Bengal 
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After the death of Mecr Joomla^ the government 
of Bengal was conferred on Shaista Khan the Ameer 
al-Omrah son of the aicbrated Vieler Asuf Jah and 
nephew of the empress Noor jehan but as that officer 
had not then recov'cred from the wounds he had recciv 
cd at Poona, In the Dekkan from the issassins of the 
Mahratta Chief Sevagee,* he was permitted to govern 

the province bv his deputv Daoud 
A. D 1663 4 , . ... , , 

Khan and did not proceed thither 

until the > ear 1074- 

The affairs of the provnnee at that period required 
the presence of an able governor for the Raja of 
Atracan, finding that no notice was taken of his conduct 
to bultan bhujaa concluded that the Moghuls \rcre 
afnid ofhispiwer and when he heard of the death 
ofMeerJoomla he directed his troops to possess them 
selves of all the eastern coast to tie m«ithofthe 
Ganges. He nlso again tool into bis cmplovment a 
nomb*r of the Portuguese adventurers whose knrmlcd,.e 
n maritime ifTalrs embled him to cc^siruct and navi 
gate vessels of a luffictcnt sire to carr> cannon with 
th*“se,nnd his own swnft rowing war boats he extended 
his riviges to all the Islands not in his p^ss-^ilon and 
v-i ed a numbT of boats richly laden In iHir-Tcnt pvrfv 
of the Ganges. Such svas the extent t f th'-Ir d 
fiaihns that the Inli bitants of Danra tremlVI wh^n 
thc) h'*snl the nam" of the nhn «- 

practice was to kill thf men and to carr> oH* the wora n 
and children asilavci. 

tt Httf ty tf etfjtt \cJ i t ;jc ^ 
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One of the first acts of Shaista Khan’s authority 
was to assemble, in the year 1075, ^t 
A D 1664-5 Dacca, a numerous fleet of boats, and 
an army of 13,000 men * Three thousand of these he 
immediately embarked on board the boats, under the 
command of an officer, named Hussen Beg, with order'; 
to clear the river of the pirates, and to drive them from 
tile islands of which they had taken possession The 
remainder of the army he placed under the command 
of Ins own son, BuzurgOmeid Khan, whom he instruct- 
ed to proceed bj^ land, and co-operate with the fleet in 
punishing the Mughs. 

' The fleet sailed from Dacca , and entering the great 
river Megna, which is formed by the junction of the 
Burhampooter and Ganges, Hussen Beg took by storm 
the forts of Jugdea and Alumgeernagur, which were 
situated at the mouth of the river, and had been for 
so^e time in possession of the Raja, Hence he sailed 
to the island of Sundeep, of which the 
enemy had been for many years m 
possession, and where they had erected several strong 
stpckades in various places. The Moghuls were for- 
tunatein surprising, in that place, a part of the Arracan 
fleet, which they took with little trouble, but the 
capture of the' stockades was not so easily effected , 
and several weeks were required to expel, or seize the 
whole of the Mughs, who are celebrated for their 

* On this occasion he demanded the assistance of some 
European gunners, from the Dutch and English' factories , and 
upon their pleading inability, he threatened to 'stop their traffic 
in saltpetre. India Records^ Vol. 111 A, D 1664 
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dextenty both in the construction and the defence of 
such fortification* 


Hussen Beg having thus completed the object of 
hts instructione waited for the am\TU of the arm' 
which bad proceeded by land in the mean time he 
WTote with the sanction and In the name of the go\tr 
nor both to the Portuguese who were settled at Chitta 
gong and to those who were in the employment of the 
kaja offering them if the\ would enter hii Venice to 
gi\e them more adx’antagcous terms than they had 
from that Chief and a grant of lands for th* settlement 
of their families in Bengal Re at the same tfme 
threatened if they still adhered to the cau^e of the Paja 
that he would on the etiplore of Chittagong destroi 
e\ery person of their nation whom he found • Thl< 
letter had the desired effect on the rortDnoe*c they 
i^'crc ternfied at the power of the Moy^huU and 
calling to mind the 3c\crc punishment inflicted on 
them at Hoogly they agreed to his proposals and 
promised to desert with Iheir vessels the 

unfv^rtnnJlv 
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The negodation was scarcely concluded, when 
one of the party communicated it to the Raja, who 
was much irritated, and resolved to take ample 
vengeance, by putting them all to the sword the 
Portugese were therefore under the necessity ot 
abandoning their property, and of hurrying on board 
their boats during the night. In the morning they 

A D 1666 arrived safe at Sundeep, 

where they were most graciously 
A H 1075-6 received by the imperial general, 

who, having selected the most 
efficient of them to assist in the expedition against 
Arracan, sent the remainder to the gveinor, 
who assigned for th6ir residence a place twelve miles 
below Dacca, still called Fringy Bazar, or European 
town, where many of their descendants yet 

reside. 

The army under Omeid Khan, having advanced 
by short marches on account of the badness of the 
roads, at length reached the river Phenny, which 
formerly constituted the south-east boundary of Ben- 
gal , here they found an army of Arracanners pre- 
pared to oppose their crossing , but the appearance 

trating forty or fifty leagues up the country, surprised and 
earned away whole towns and villages of people, with great 
cruelty, and burning all which . they could not carry away 
They ransomed the old people , but, the young ones they made 
rowers of, and such Christians as they were themselves , boast- 
ing that they made more converts m one year, than the 
missionaries, through the Indies, did in ten ” — See Modent Univer- 
sal History; Vol vi. 




338 


niSrORV OF BEhCAL. 


[SECT VI, 


of the Moghul ca\’alry an object they had never 
before seen alarmed them to such a degree, that they 
fled with precipltatloo to Chittagong 

In the mean time, Hossen Beg having obtained 
intelJjgencc that the army was arrived, set sail from 
Sundeep, and endeavoured to form a Junction with 
it but, opposite a place called Commorca, he was 
attacked by the Arracan fleet, consisting of three 
hundred armed \*esscls of diflerent sires and 
althoupb owing principally to the assistance of 
the Portuguese, be was enabled to rcpolse the enera> 
and take or sink several of their vessels yet be was so 
much alarmed by this new speaes of warfare to which 
the Moghuls had not been accustomed, that he ran the 
fleet dose to the shore, and sought protection from the 
army Omdd Khan immediately detached to bis assis 
tance all the artillery and musqueteers , and when the 
Arracanners early next morning renewed the attack In 
shallow water the guns opened a hca\‘> and unexpected 
fire on them and compelled them to retreat, 

The united forces then proceeded to the cil) of 
_ , Chittagong to which they laid siege 

Cnltt&^Ong j 

ukea and although it was well fortified ond 

A.D K/6. defended by a numbrr of cannon th^ 
garrison alar m ed at the retreat of tlvir fleet, enilcavvHir 
ed dunng the night to make their escape. Thev were 
pursoetk by th-* Moghul cavalr> and of them sWrrd 
and soldas sla\es. Twelve hundred awl t wen t> three 
pieces of cannon of cK/Tcrent callbrei and a number of 
stores svTTc found in th- pla*c but liic capton were 
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A D 1677 


disappointed in the quantity of wealth they expected 
to have shared. Omeid Khan changed 

A H 107^1' the name of the city to Islamabad^ 
(the residence of the faithful) , and an- 
nexed it to the province of Bengal , leaving a consider- 
able force to defend it, from the incursions of the 
Mughs. 

Shaista Khan governed Bengal, with great prudence 
and vigour, till the end of the year 
1087 , when, at his own request, he was 
re-called to court. On his arrival, he presented the em- 
peror with thirty lacs of rupees (nearly 350,000/) in 
specie, some elephants, and a number of curiosities. 
He was most graciously received, and soon after appoint- 
ed governor of the province of Agra. 

It is exceedingly difficult to do justice to the 
character of this officer. By the Mohammedan histonans 
he IS described as the pattern of excellence , but by the 
English he is vilified as the oppressor of the human race 
The following facts are, however, strong presumptive 
proofs in favour' of the veraaty of the former. During 
the government of Shaista Khan, the commerce of the 
English, notwithstanding the alleged oppressions of the 
governor, .continued to flourish besides their factories 
at Ballasore and Hoogly, they had established agents 
at Patna, Cossimbazar, and Dacca , and their exportation 
of saltpetre alone, in some years, amounted to 1,000 
tons , and their importation of bullion, in a single year, 
to 110,000/. further, although no English vessels were 
allowed to sail up the Ganges before his time, viz A D, 


•See page 277. 
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1664 yet it appear* tbat^ m the year 1669 the East 
India Company had by hb permission formed a regular 
establishment of pilots for condncting their ships up 
and dorm the nv'cr He also in the jear 1672 granted 
them an order for freedom of trade throughout the pro* 
vlnce, without the payment of any duties.* 

On the other hand the company s agents complained 
that he frequently stopped their trade and seized upon 
their saltpetre that Instead of the annual present of 
3000 rupees, settled in 1658 he exacted from the same 
duties that were paid by the Hindoos and that his 
ofTicers uxre guilty of a thousand exactions, f TTiat, In 
Hoogly the officers of gov'cmment compelled the Hin 
doo merchants to take their mone> at 25 per cent 
Interest and frequeutJy called on them to repa> the 
principal at the end of nine months charging the full 
year 5 interest That, in consequence of \Tiriou5 con 
hscations the public ofTicers had frequentl) a quantit) 
of goods on their bauds which the) obliged the Hindoo 
merchants to take at a high price, and dispose of a’ 
they could and that he compelled the 1 ngllsh and 
Dutch soldiers to attend him in the war against Arra 
can. There Is still extant a public letter from the 
gosemor of Madras to Shaista Khan dated May 7th 
1C77 thfcatenlng that if the English arc uot better 
treated tlic> will enlircl) wnthdraw from IkniLal-J 


♦ Apyendif 

S Wmrs. Phi^t mnJ C t da < 1 Ort'^Vf tUt. 

and Urfcnl-'r i(^t. 

pi 'rl. 4tb *aj t'b 



NUWAB FEDAI KHAN. 


341 


SECT. Vl] 

It was during the government of Shaista Khan, that 

A D 1676 about the year 1676, that the 

French and Danes established them- 
selves in Bengal. The precise period of the introduction 
of the Dutch is not recorded but the agents of these 
nations prudently obtained ground, on which to erect 
their factories, at some distance below Hoogly, where 
the present towns of Chinsura, Chandernagore, and 
Serampore, now stand The English agent, on the 
contrary, built his factor}^ in the middle of the town of 
Hoogly, which was the cause of frequent disputes with 
the inhabitants, and terminated by their being expelled 
the country. 


NUWAB FEDAI KHAN AAZIM KHAN. 

On the resignation of Shaista Khan, the emperor 
Aurungzebe was pleased to appoint his own foster- 
bi other, Fedai Khan, to be governor of Bengal, with 
the lofty title of Aazim Khan This officer arrived at 
Dacca in the year 1087, but died, in 

A D 1677 

that city, early in the following year 

This person is described by the English agents, of 
a cove'tous and tyrannical disposition they further * 
state, that he had quarrelled with Hajy Shuffy 
Khan, the emperor's Dewan , that he gave much moles- 
tation to their commerce , and that his conduct made 
them regret the resignation of his predecessor that, m 

* Mr Orme says, the Dutch settled in Bengal about the year 
1625. 
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conseqaence of such bchavionr an order had re- 
ceived from court for him to quit 

A, D 1678, 

Dacca, and reside at Xldderpore but 
that his death, which occurred on the 25th of May 1C7S 
had saved him that mortification.* 

^Upon the death of the Nnwab the emperors Dewan 
Hajy Shoffy seized ail his property and took charge 
of the government and being Inimtca] to the English 
he gave orders that the> should paj three and a half 
per cent duties upon their commerce being the sum 
they paid at Saratt 


SULTAN MOHAMMED AAZIM 

When intelligence of the death of Tedii Khan 
reached the court, the prince Mohammed Aazlra third 
son of Aurungiebe, who then go\‘cmed Uchar wns 
ordered to take charge of Bengal He nrriv ed at Dacca on 

, , the 19th of lomroad il Akhir of the 

Jaa« 50, 1678 

j*carioSS and towards the end of that 
car detached an ann> to repel the Assamese i\ho 
had been for some time troublesome on the frontier 
Upon this occasion the prince sent for the agents of 
the I nglish and Dutch factories at Dacca and having 
received them in the most gracious manner he rctjucsi 
cd them to assist him with some Furop^ani nho 


Set \cL 


t IImI, VoL « Jjo 
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understood the management of artillery , but, upon their 
pleading their inability, he did not enforce the demand 
however, as he was in want of money, he accepted the 
sum of 21,000 rupees from the English, for which he 
granted them his Nishan, or order, for a free trade, 
without the payment of any duties 

Upon the approach of the imperial forces, the As- 
samese retired, and the Moghuls took possession of 
Ghowhatty, and the villages depending thereon This 
transaction was magnified at court into a new conquest , 
and an honorary dress, with a diamond necklace, valued ^ 
af two lacs of rupees, was forwarded to the prince, as a 
testimony of the royal favour. This cirtcumstance so 
flattered the vanity of the prince, that he resolved on 
subjugating the kingdom of Arracan , and had com- 
menced his preparations, when an event occurred which 
put a stop to all his projects. 

A D 1678-9 .year 1089, the empefor 

Aurungzebe having given great offence 
to all his Hindoo subjects, by the imposition of a 
capitation tax, by the destruction of their temples, and 
by his wanton attempt to despoil the orphan children 
of Raja Jeswont Sing of their inheritance of Joudpore, 
all the Rajepoot princes had recourse to arms and so 
powerful were they in reputation and force, that 
Aurungzebe, who was then engaged in a war against 
the-Mahratta Chief Sevagee, found it requisite to order 
all his most confidential troops and distinguished 
officers to join him.f 

* See Appendix, ' 

t See Orme’s Historical Transactions of the year 

1678. 
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la consequence of this event, Sultan Aailm quitted 
Dacca on the 7th of Ramjan 1090, 
Aar M > 679 * proceeded on his route ndtb an 

expedition new before evinced b> any of the princes 
of Hindoostan unless by the emperor Akbar in his 
celebrated march from Agra to Guzeratln nine days. 

The pnnccs mode of travelling is thusdcscribed by 
one of his attendants. At midnight, he and his 
son Bedar Bukht, then not nine years of age got into 
their palanqueens and were earned by rcla}*s of bearers 
till daylight they then got out, performed their ablu 
tlons and said their morning prayers after which they 
mounted on hor^eback, and rode till midda\ In 
this manner they amved at Henaras m twenty five 
days but of a corps of ipoo chosen horse which left 
Dacca with the pnnccs very few persons were able to 
keep up wfth them 

I rom Benaras they amved In the Impcnal camp 
then between Ajmcrc and Joudporc, in twelve da>s 
during this part of the jounc> fresh horses iwe pro 
vnded at every sta^c by the public offi^rs for tht pnnee 
and his partj who on the last daj rode seventy 

COJS • 

On'* da) during the joumc) the pnnccs havin,. 
outndden their attendants and llcdar llukht b ing over 
come with thirst, the) stopped at a well and tfcurcd a 
vnllagcr to draw them some water Aftrr thf-y ha 1 
drunk, the pnnee pave tfic man two asnrufft (pod 
mohrs) which so much exated ihr follows cup-dtiv 

are (tozx a mde and a half 1-3 t«o o lei 
rary la difTcreal pim of the couniry 
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that, Ignorant of the rank of the travellers, he demanded 
all their money, and refused to let them proceed. The 
prince bore hii> insolence for some time, but, being 
at length irritated, he drew an arrow, and lodged it in 
the ill-fated wretch’s breast * he then rode on , but one 
of the bfficers, who arri\cd at the spot soon after, 
rccogniaing the arrow, cut off the man’s head , 
and then hastening after the prince, presented 
him with the arrow, and addressed him in an 
extemporary verse, purporting, that his highness’s 
orders would one day penetrate the four qiiaters 
of the globe w'lth as much facility as that arrow had 
pierced the breast of his enemy. 

The prince w^as, how^ever, sensible of his own 
rashness and imprudence , and during the remainder 
of the journey was always provided with small coin, 
both of gold and sliver, and even of copper, to pay 
for any trifling service he might require on the road 

As the expedition with which the royal party 
proceeded would not permit them to have regular 
victuals dressed, they lived almost all the time on 
bread and dried fruits butBedar Bukht, being at 
length disgusted with that kind of food, requested 
t.0 hdive soTCiQ kecheeryff^ dvQssed One of the attendants 
went into the caravanserai, and having procured some, 
brought It to the princes in a large wooden bowl al- 
though they were both very hungry, nither of them 
could bring themselves to taste it out of such a vessel , 
and the father comforted the son by saying, “ please 

Amixture of peas, nee and butter, seasoned with papper ^ 

salt. 
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God the bestower of al! gifts m a few days more vet 
shall partiapate in the luxunes of the imperial table 1 
In short, Sultan Aazim having Joined the emperor 
tt-as appointed to an important command in the annj 
then marching against the Rajepoot princes. 


NUWABSHAISTA KHAN AMEER AL OMRA 

SECOND TIME. 

Shaitia Khan re-appointed to the gortnimtot— Enforces ihe 
Juii, or poU-tu-^Destioy* sertral Hindoo tetnpJes — The Eogluh 
obtain 40 {nperial FirmaB, or order for trade— The Cidones ia 
Beo^ mode independeot of Itadroi— &lr Hedges apposkted 
BOTcroor of the Cooipoor's setUeraenu lo DengoJ— The ro/al 
firmao prorei defective— Xcoodot of the rebeUion of the tnaiedar 
ofn«faar— The Cotopinjr'i goveroor applies to ibe HovSb for 
permission to erect ■ fort on the bank of the Ganges— The 
tCmrab refases, and mitsis upon the English pa/tog the aam 
dalles ihejr did at Surat -U spates n ccmieqocflce— The t-nt 
India Company obtained the taocnoa of King James II i 
make war on the Na*ab of Uengal tad the emperor of Hin 
doosun— An expedition is fitted oot in Enpland, to attack 
Chitugong — Insiroctioes to the admiral— Fa Jure of the esped 
tioo— Caojes eipl^^—Ao o/Tray between the £o I ih an i 
Mo hoi troops at Hor ly— The admiral canncoadci and sen 
Cre lo the town— Tl f h oojedar f e pesu a satpeni on of host 
lniti, and enters into a conscntioa- The Nowab refutes to lai 
f) the conftntiW— Ofilefs all the Hn*! ih fa lon^ t* 
fotf ^*atcJ, and le-ds an army loerf^ei them from tbe tour try 
- The rr{;lih trireat to Chutiaonny— The Ihjtchand Frerch 
t t »d rf iLe dsp-ie — The Er^lish an* rjt in mile 

price— The fl*-b sends three conniii^'*n fum fr e j t 

set It Iprms toi at the same lime rt rfjtcct iht army at Ho»^g!y 
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— The Cnjihsh rctrcal to Injclcc— Description of tliat place 
—Consequences of that retreat — The Nuwnb offers to make peace 
— ^Treaty signed — The Engh-'h icturn to Chutianutiy — The Com- 
pany disapprove of the treaty, and icsoivcd to prosecute the war— 
A. hne-of-battle ship and a frigate despatched to India, under the 
command of Captain Heath — The Nuwab renews his oppression 
of the English- -The reinforcement arrives from England — Captain 
Heath resolves, in opposition to the wishes of Mr, Charnock, to 
recommence the war — Orders all the Company’s serv'ants to em- 
barkon board the fleet — Sets sad, and arrives at Ballasorc — 
Attacks and plunders that town — Sets sad for Chittagong — Finds 
that place loo strong to be attacked — Agrees to enter into a nego. 
elation ag^in with the Nuwab , but, before an answer could arrive, 
proceeds to Arracan, and offers proposals to the Raja — With- 
out waiting for an answer, sails to Madras— The emperor 
orders the English to be evpelled from his dominions — The 
Nuwab Shaista Khan requests permission to resign his govern- 
ment— Quits Bengal— Dies 


On the same day that orders were des- 
patched to re-call Sultan Mohammed Aa,iim to 
court, the Nuwab Shaista Khan was re- 
appointed to the government of Bengal , and arrived 
at Dacca about the end of the 
year 1090 


A, D 1679-80 


Immediately after Shatsta Khan’s return to Bengal, 
he was compelled, in obedience to the regulations of 
Aurungzebe, to^nforce the/rsrw, or poll-tax, from the 
Hindoos which circumstance rendered b6th him and 
the emperor very unpopular throughout the province. At 
Hoogly, his officers dertianded payment of this tax by 

*The Jizia was 6}^ per thousand on all property. The sick, 
lame and blind, were excused Christians paid i^per cent, 
additional duty on their commerce 

24 
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all Europeans and other Christians but the Dutch and 
English refusing to pay it the demand was modified 
into a present of Persian horses for the Nnwabs 
use. 

About the same period a number of the Hindoo 
temples were destroyed and Roy Mulhek Chand, 
a Hindoo of rank, who was accused of having commit 
ted some frauds In the revenue department, was con 
fined m irons and threatened to be sent In that stale 
to the emperor unless he consented to return Moham 
raedaru The object of this threat vvas merely to extort 
money but the parsimonious and persevering Hindoo 
remained long in confinement without complying with 
their wishes and was at length liberated, at tlie In 
tcrcession of pnnee Mohammed A» Im to whom he 
was known 

The factors of the English Compiny having found 
it exceedingly troublesome and cxpcn5iv*c to procure 
a fresh enUi for freedom of trade from every succeed 
mg governor had upon the removal of Shaista Khan 
sent an agent with him to the emperors camp to 
solifit an imperial firman to settle this business 
for cv'cr and the agent after much expense and 
prcscvcrancc, succeeded io promnng the emperor s order 
wlh which he returned to Hoogly on the 8th of July 
iCSo Tlic 1 nglish factors wishing to 
taTunSu Com tnakca great display of Ihclr success 
Jpiny obuin ao caused the firman to be rtcclvxrl 

mipoul 

ceremony and to U* 

A I) laluled with three hundrcti guns 
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from the factory and the ships anchored 
opposite the town. 


Mr Hedges ap- 
pointed governor 
•of ^ the English 
settlements in 
Bengal 
A D i63i-2 


The great increase of the Bengal investments, and 
the procuring of the imperial firman, induced the Com- 
pany to render Bengal independent of 
Madras , and, in consequence, they 
appointed Mr Hedges, one of their 
Diiectors, to be chief agent, or gover- 
nor, of all their affairs in the Bay of 
Bengal, and all other factories subordinate thereto. 
His residence was fixed at Hooghly , and, in order 
dignity to the office, a guard of a corporal 
•and twenty European soldiers was sent from Fort 
St George, for his protection This was the first 
military establishment of the Company in Bengal, 
and the foundation of the English power in that 
countiy * But as the imperial firman was purposely 
drawn out in a vague and obscure style, it soon 
gave rise to disputes, and involved their affairs in 
difficulty, t 

Some other circumstances also occurred, about this 
\ D 168’ ^ime, which added much to the embar- 
rassments of the Ehglish. In the year 
1095, a young man, calling himself the son of Sultan 
Shujaa, made his appearance at Patna , who pretended 
■lie had, with much difficulty, effected his- escape from 


•To avoid a repetition of references, the reader is informed, that 
nearly the whole of this chapter is taken from Orm^s Indostmi^ 
truce's Annals of the Easi-Fndia Company^ and India Recoids 

tSee Appendix 
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Armcan and called upon the people espouse to his. 
cause but Syl Khan, the governor of Behar obtaining In 
telligencc of the drcurastauce before he could procure anj 
partuans in his favour seized him, and put him in 
irons, 

A feu da>5 after this event, Gangeram, the zemindar 
ofBehar rebelled , and having collected a number of 
followers plundered the dt) of Behar immedlatcl) 
after he advanced to Patna giiing out that the prince 
Akbar who in the preceding year had rebdled against 
his father had taken refuge with him and exhorting 
all those who were dissatisfied with the present govern 
ment to join the standard of the young prince. The 
Nuwab who was detested for his t> rannical disposition 
and n ho had neglected to keep up a proper establishment 
of troops, wu so much alarmed that he had not the 
courage to meet the rebels but shut himself op In the dty 
the fortificaboos of which being very deficient thelnhabl 
tants were excessively alarmed and the merchants sent 
off allthrirmoitval cable properly The siege continued 
for some time biit owing more to the awkwardness of 
the assailants than to the courage of tlie garrison the 
former failed in thar attempt and were obliged to con 
tent themselves with the plunder of the adjacent villages 
Some of the soldiers of the gamson however eom 
mlscrating the situation of the pretended son of Shujaa 
struck off his Irons and permitted him to escape to the 
rebels which added strength to their party and Increas 
ed the suspicions and alarm of the governor At 
length reinforcements arriving from Ilenaras and 
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Dacca, the rebels dispersed, and the gates of the city 
were again opened. 

During the period of this disturbance, Mr. Peacock, 
and the other Knglish gentlemen, continued to reside 
unmolested at their factory at Singee, distant ten or 
twelve miles from Patna, among the saltpetre grounds , 
which circumstance inducing the Nuwab to suspect they 
were in league with the rebels, he not only forbad them 
purchasing any more saltpetre that year, but threw 
Mr. Peacock into prison , whence it was with much 
difficulty and intercession that he was released 

The affairs of the Company had also, for several 
years, been much annoyed by the interference of other 
British subjects , in consequence of which, the governor 
at Hoogly, Mr. Gyfford, in the year 1097, made an ap- 
plication, in the name of the Company, 
to the Nuwab Shaista Khan, for per- 
mission to erect a fortification in the mouth, or on the 
banks of the Ganges — to prevent the ships of those per- 
sons, whom they denominated interlopers, from enter- 
' ing the river , and for the better protection of their own 
property But the Nuwab was too experienced a 
■statesman to trust foreigners with such power he not 
only refused the request, but insisted, notwithstanding 
the emperor’s firman upon the English paying three and 
a. half per cent, duties upon all their imports, instead of 
the annual sum of 3000 rupees, which they had formerly 
paid. 

This circumstance, aggravated by the oppressions 
of the Foujedar* of Cossimbazar, brought on a dispute 


♦ Military governor 
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between the uwab and the English which so injured tlic 
trade of the latter that thefr ships were obliged to leax'c 
Bengal without obtaining cargoes. The N uwab never 
theless stated the affair in such a light to the era 
peror as much exdted his anger against the English. 

^VhUst the minds of each partj u-erc thus exasperat 
cd there seemed to benoother remedj for the hng 
lish than— either to relinquish the trade to Bengal 
cntircl) or b) ha\ing recourse to arms to effect bj 
force uhat the> could not obtain by entreat) 

The East India Compan) censured their agent In 
Bengal for having been too 5ubmissl\*c to the despot 
and directed the governor of I*ort St George to make 
strenuous application to the emperor for a firman 
or order permitting the English to occup) one of 
the uninhabited islands in the Ganges also to 
fortif) the port of Injelee on the ueslcrn ban! of that 
ri\‘cr that thdr agents In future mlglit not be subject 
ed to the impositions of the \uwab or his inferior 
officers 

But as It u'as higlilj improbable tint such n pro 
position r-ouM be acceded to the 
rl^”he Companj obtainc^I the ^mc^Ion of 

InOia Company 10 Kingjamcill to retaliate the Injuric 
iT iWj^^ sustained and to rclmbiir e 

tlicmscWcs hr tfic loss of their 
privileges In Bengal b) hostilities n'»ilnst the Nimah 
nnd his master the frcal Aurung/cbc. 

To effect this nlij'^t in cxpeililion was fitter! olI 
In 1 ngland consistin" often hips of war carr> In'’ from 
t«cl\c to sesent) puns each under the command rf 
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Vice-admiral Nicholson , and on boaid these ships was 
embarked a regiment of six hundred soldiers, which, 
on Its arrival at Madras, was to be augmented, from: 
that garrison, to one thousand men. 

Admiral Nicholson was instructed, first to proceed 
to Balasore , and having brought away the Company’s 
agents frorn thence, he was then to continue his voyage 
to Chittagong, on the eastern side of the Bay of Ben- 
gal , and having taken possession of that port to fortif)'- 
it in the best possible manner , for which pui pose two 
hundred pieces of cannon were sent on board the fleet * 
and in order to facilitate this enterprise, and to forward 
the future views of the Company, the admiral was 
directed to enter into a treaty of alliance with the Raja 
of Arracan , who, it was supposed, would readily co- 
operate with the English, from his animosity to the 
Moghul government, with whom he had been fre- 
quently engaged in war, and who had lecently wrested 
from him that part of his dominions 

The admiral was further instructed to enter into 
terms with the Hindoo Chiefs, or zemindars, in that 
neighbourhood , to establish a mint , to collect a 
revenue , and, la short, to render Chittagong a place of 
arms for the English on the eastern side of the Bay 
of Bengal, as Fort St. George was on the western 
shore. 

As soon as this object should be accomplished, the 
troops, and smallest vessels, were to proceed against 
Dacca , and, as it was presumed, the Nuwab and his 
army would abandon that city, peace was then to be 


* See the year 1665 of this History 
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oflered to him on the following conditions that he 
should cede the city and territory of Chittagong to the 
Company and pay the debts due to them by his sub- 
jects. That he should allow the rupees coined at 
Chittagong to pass current in Bengal , and restore to 
the English all the privileges they were entitled to 
from the hrmans of former emperors. That each party 
should bear their respective losses and expenses in the 
war, and that this treaty should be ratified by the 
emperor and the president (of the English nation) at 
Surat 

But as It might be consid<*rcd ungenerous to make 
such an attack without some previous notice the ad 
miral was furnished with letters from the Company 
addressed totheNuwab and to the emperor explaining 
the grievances the Fnglith had sustained by the breach 
of the firmans under t;hlch they had so long acted 
by the seizure of their propert) and by the repeated 
extortions made from their agents. 

This spirited if not rash enterprise \vas defeated b> 
several unforeseen accidents the fleet was long detain 
ed b> contrar) uinds It u-as dlspcrs-d during the 
xo)'age and sc^Tral of the ships initt.ad of proceeding 
to Chittagong entered the western branch of the Gan 
get, and oticliored at Hoogl) 

In the mean lime the Madras government had sent 
round 400 soidicrs and had directed Mr Chamoclc 
to raise a iccond compan> of Bortupueic infantrj In b^ 
oHlcercd b) the Compan> s servants. 

The arrival of such a force in th'* Ganges immrrll 
atrl> rou -^1 the <uipictons and fears of Shaftia Khan 
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He offered to compromise the differences with' the Eng- 
lish, and to submit the whole of their dispute to arbi- 
trators appointed on both sides , but in ordei to be 
prepared against any acts of hostility, he ordered a 
considerable body of troops to encamp in the vicinit}' 
of Hoogl}^ These overtures and precautions were, 
however, rendered nugatory, and the intentions of the 
Company completely frustrated, by a petty affray be- 
tween the troops of the opposite parties for, after Mr. 
Charnock, the governor, had been fully infoimed of 
the company's designs, and after a considerable part 
of the fleet had arrived in the river, hostilities were 
brought on, in a premature manner, by the following 
unexpected circumstance 

On the 2Sth of October, three English soldiers 
quarrelled, in the market, with some 

A D 1686 

of the Nuwab’s troops, and were 
severely beaten a company of soldiers were, in conse- 
quence, called out for their defence , afterwards a 
second company, and then the whole of the English 
troops and as, upon the first alarm, the Nuwab’s forces, 
who were encamped outside the town^ ^also joined 
their countrymen, a general action took place Sixty 
of the Moghul troops were killed, and a considerable 
number of them wounded During the conflict, Ad- 
miral Nicholson opened a cannonade on the town, and 
burnt five hundred houses , amongst which was the 
the Company’s factory, valued, with the goods therein , 
at 300,000/ , and a party of his seamen having landed, 
spiked all the guns in the batteries 

The Foujedar, much alarmed by these events, soli- 
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cUcd a aaspcnsion of hostilities which was granted on 
condition of his gi\*ing assistance to convey the salt 
petre and other goods that might be sa\*ed from the 
conflagration on board the ships with tins stipulation 
he immedlate]> acquiesced and at a conference held 
between him and Mr Chamock agreed to restore 
to the hnglishall their pniUeges of trade until 
the) could obtain a new firman from the empaor 

It Is probable that this act of condescension 
on the part of the Foujedar was forced from him 
b) his fears or that he sought mercl) to gain 
time for as soon as^ the circumstances were made 
known to the Nuwab Shaista Khan he directed the 
1 Dglisli factones at Patna, Malda Dacca, and 
Cossimbaiar to be conflscated and ordered *i \er> 
considerable bod> beth of Infantry and cavulr) to 
proceed immediate!) to Iloogl) and locxpcUhc 1 ngUsh 
from the countr) 

During this intenal the agent and council nt 
Iloogl) considering that thc) were likcl) to It^ 
oNTTpowered If thej remained m that situation retired 
nn thc eotli of December to Chuilanutl) (part of 
the present Calcutta) a* being a stronger and safer post 
\ here being under thc protcclfon of their ship< the) 
might remain in secunt) till matters could be accorn 
mciialcd vnlh the Nuwab. 

In this Mtualion of the I nglhli afTaln lire Dur>.h 
and hrench look advantage of th»- dispute parti iilar 
I) the firmer v ho having eleven '»hi[is lii the river ob- 
tained valuable in\n mcntsofptyMl* and re e-vtab!i Ii'mI 
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\3 soon as Mr Cbarnoclw was informed of tUo 
circumstance, he judged it imprudent to remain longer 
at Chuttanutty, and immediately commenced a retreat 
to Injclee. On thar route to that place the troops 
stormed and plundered the fort of Tanna t*n miles 
below Chuttanutty on the western bank of the ri\cr 
and burned dovm several magazines of salt and 
granaries of rice belonging to the Moghul subjects. 
They also took several Moghul shipi whlchlbe\ found 
m the river 

injelee Is aa island m the mouth of the nver 
Ganges but separated from the aestern bank only 
b) a narrow stream the greater part of it U covered 
with long grass Uie habitation of tigers nor docs it 
produce a drop of good water In this spot, perhaps 
the unhealtbiest of the whole province Mr Charnock 
pitched hw camp and erected batteries on the most 
accessible parts of the Island whilst the ships, 
which he had caused to bo anchored in the middle 
of the stream completely commanded the pisugc 
of the river 

In this situation Abdul Sumud khan the Moghul 
general very prudently all > ved them to remain wuth 
httic mole^Utlon well coiumced that the pcitllcn 
tial air and brackish water of Injcicc would prove 
to them a injrc formidable cncm> than any force 
he ciuld bring a-^ainst them. His conjectures were 
,.ompIetcl> verified for in three months more tlian 
half of the hurop.jn troips dicti aiid the remainder 
were only hi subj-cl* forati hoipitak 

\l thlr critical o crluics jf iKa c w-i-rc 
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made by the Nuwab, and were joyfully accepted by 

A D 1687 ^harnock and his council hos- 

' tihties ceased , and, on the i6th of 

August, a treaty was signed, by which the English 
were permitted to return to all their factories in 
different parts of the province the duty of 3^per 
cent, was abrogated , and they were allowed to erect 
magazines and to construct docks for their shipping 
at Oulaberea, a populous village situated on the 
western bank, about eighty miles from the mouth of 
the river, and twenty below Calcutta The ' only " 
stipulation made on the part of the Nuwab, was, that the 
English should restore the Moghul vessels they had 
taken, and that their ships of war should not again 
approach Hoogly. In order to account for this favour- 
able change m the sentiments of the Nuwab Shaista. 
Khan, it is requisite to state, that, at the same period 
Admiral Nicholson’s fleet was fitted out in England 
for the attack on Chittagong, orders had been sent to- 
the governor at Bombay to withdraw the Company’s 
factories from Surat, and the other Moghul ports 
on the western side of India, and to commence hos- 
tilities against the emperor Aurungzebe, by directing 
the English cruizers to seize upon all the ships 
and vessels of the Moghul subjects^ wherever they 
should be found. 

In compliance with these orders, Sir John Child, 
and the principal factors, left Surat on the 25th of 
April , and the English cruizers having in a short 
time captured a number of th(p Moghul vessels, the 
emperor became solicitous for peace, and authorized- 
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the goveinor of Surat to depute an envoy to Bombay 
to leam on what terms it might be obtained. He 
aiso sent orders to Sbalsta Khan, to com 
promise matters with the Lnglish In Bengal and to 
permit them to re-occupy all their factones. It was in 
consequence of these orders that Mr Charnoclt ob- 
tained such favourable and unexpected terms. 

In vutue of treaty Mr Chamock not wlihing to 
return to Hoogly witliQUt the ships of war took pos 
sejsion ofOuiaberea and commenced making docks 
for careening the vessels but after a residence of 
three months he took a dislike to the place, artl ob- 
tained permission to return to ChutUnutt) where the 
factors and t oops lived in huts till proper habiUllons 
could be erected. 

When intelligence of the total failure of the expe 
dillon and the disastrous consequences which en 
sued reached hngland the Company vvere much 
dissatisfied with the conduct of their servants 

abroad and resolved that unless a fortification, with 

a district round it. In Bengal to be held as an iodi 
pendent sovcrcignt) should be ceded to them by 
the emperor of Illndoostaii with permission to coin 
money which should be current throughout all his 
dorolnions thc^ would no longer carry on an> com 

incrce with that country but annoy him and his sub- 
jects by every means in their power 

To ciTect tills determination a reinforcement of a 
linc-of battle ship and a frigate, on which were 
cmbarkcil one liundred and sixty soldiers were dcs 
patched uiiilcr the command of Captain llcalb t • 
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Bengal, eithei to prosecute the war, with vigour, oi * 
to bring away all the Compapy’s servants, with what- 
ever pvopeity might be saved from the general wieck , 
and to land them at. Madras. 

In the mean time, the emperor’s clemency to 
the English in Bengal not having put a stop to their 
hostilities on the coast of Malabar, the Nnwab found 
himself at liberty to recommence his oppressions on 
the agents of th** Company. He ordered them to 
return and settle at Hoogly , and not to build, with 
either stone or brick, at Chuttanutty He also gran- 
ted free permission to his troops to plunder all their 
property , and demanded from Mr Charnock a large 
sum of money, as a recompense for the damage his 
country had sustained by the late hostilities The 
agent, being neither in a condition to oppose him by 
arms, nor to appease him with money, sent two mem- 
bers of his council to Daca, to try if he might be 
softened by submission. They were directed to re- 
present to him, that the object of settling at Chut- 
tanutty was to avoid the frequent disputes which 
had arisen from the factory being situated la the 
town of Hoogly , and that the part of the river op- 
posite that town allotted for the English vessels was 
choked up with sand, so/as to be unfit for the pur- 
pose. They therefore requested permission to remain 
at Chuttanutty, and to be allowed to purchase from 
the zemindar ground sufficient for their factory. ' 

Such was the state '"of affairs m the month of 
October, when Captain Heath arrived with , his 
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A. D i6e6 ranforccmcntb but being a person ol 
a \cr> warm disposition, he was 
enraged ht the duphdt> of the Nuiwh , and notwith 
standing tlie remo nj-lranccs of Mr Chamock, he re^ 
soUedto recommence the war 

To eifcct this measure he ordered all the Cora 
pan> 3 servants to embark with their moveable pro 
pert> on board the fleet, at Chuttanutty , and on 
the Sth of November set sail for Ballasorc On his 
arrival in the roads the governor of the town offered 
to enter Into terras with him on the part of the 
Nuwab but his proposition Uaviag been rejected 
he seized tv>oof the Cornpao) s factors who resided 
there and retained them as hostages against an> 
acts of violence notwithstanding which and that the 
two Lnglish deputies were still at Dacca> as well as two 
other factors in diflerent parts of the country, Captain 
Ijeath landed witli a part) of soloiers and seamen on 
A i63» -ytl» of November attacked and 

look a redoubt of thirty guns and 
plundered the town of Balla-iorc. The English factor) 
on this occasion, was burned by the govcrruir and the 
( ompany 5 vcrv*anti who had been previously taken 
jmsoners were earned up the country where all subsc 
ijucnt efforts for thar release were unavailing This 
outrage was unfortunatel) coraraillcd on the vci> da) 
that the governor of Callawirc received a enp) of tlic 
treat) which the Nuwab nad made with the two dc 
pulic* at Dacca b) which it war stipulated that inc 
Fngll'h ship* >hou!d co-oj*cf4lq with the ^^c2huI aimv 
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in an attack upon tjie dominions of the king of Arra- 

seamen had glutted themselves 
mth the plunder of Ballasore. Captain Heath set sail 

' A D. 1689. . ‘he 13th of December, 

H, -.u /, *"■ ‘Chittagong, where they arrived on 

he 17th of the month of January, but finding the 
works and garrison much stronger than they expected 
a council of war was assembled, in which it was agreed 
to delay proceeding to further hostilities, and agafn no 

write to the Nuwab at Dacca, stating their grifvances 

and demands, and to await his answer, whether he 
would redress them, or compel them to make use of the 
power then in their hands. 

Captain Heath, however, instead of waiting for the 
Nuwab s answer, or endeavouring to seize on Chitta 
gong, proceeded with the fleet to the entranceof ■ 
which leads to the city of Arracan wh» f ^ 

pn the 3 istof January; and according to ^'he^n'^ 
tructions received from the Company, sent prorvw 1 ' 
*e kinp offering to co-operate with him aga^t fo" 
Moghuls, provided he would grant the Fnf,!-? 
ment in his dominions. But La^^ a for”ShVh?“‘'- 
elapsed without his receiving an answer ^ 

of a temper to brook the prfc^^tS o 
administration, he as suddenly took disgust agaiW t " 
new ally, and, on the t 3 th of February, with^oul 
•ng or the result of his proposals, sailed a^ with t^' 
whole fleet, consisting of fifteen ships, (havin- the 
ga governor and council, with the Companv’s »«■ 
on board,) and arrived at Madras, on theTh "of S 

25 ’ 


CO' 
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where he apologized to the governor of 1 ort SL 
George (or hU conduct, by saying that nothing but 
falsehoods had been told on either side. 

* I Ifls the English had completely set at defiance the 
auttfirit/ofthe emperor ^urunjgzebe, by fortifying 
iatraombay and Madras, and by expending their terri 
tories iin the vicinity of these pUces, and had alto 
■dptprod a number of his ships, and Tiad even entered 
mto an ^ alliance with his most inveterate enemy, the 
Mahratta Chief Sambagee, it cannot be deemed sue 
prising that the haughty mind of that monarch uas 
much, incensed against tham he, in consequence, issued 
orders to his commanders to extirpate the English 
Irom his dominions and to seize or destroy all their 
property, wherever it might be found. It ims In obe 
dience to these orders, that the factory at Masullpatam 
was seized by the governor of that district and that the 
watehonses of Vizagapatam were plundered and all 
the English gentlemen put to death. 

iThc Nowab^haista Khan was also under the ncccs* 
aty of complying with the emperor s orders, so far as 
to sequester the whole of the English prop<-rt> In 
Bengal, and to place the Company s agents at Dacca In 
irons. Other authorities Iiowcvcr lead us to suppose 
that It was not Shaista Khan but the person whoofti 
cated as governor after his dcjiarturc named Hehadnr 
Kban that committed this act ofseverit) 

EWoare not iuforraed of the ptccisc time but it was 
about this period that the Nuwab Shaista Khan bcln„ 
far advanced In years and anxious to return to bis 
native country obtained |crmIiiion to rcilpn the 
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ment of Bengal. Notwithbtanding his harsh 
ut to Europeans, his memory is to this clay 
1 of with the highest respect in tliat province, 
’ated, that, during his goyernment, grain ' was so 
that rice was sold at the rate of 640lbs. weight 
rupee to commemorate which event, as he was 
Dacca, he ordered the western gate, through 
he departed, to be built up, and an inscription to 
ed thereon, interdicting any future governor 
peniiig It, till he liad reduced the price of grain 
’ame rate in consequence of which injunction, 
^ remained closed till the governent of the 
Serferaz I^han, as will hereafter related, 
eral of the public buildings erected by Shaista 
are yet to seen at Dacca , which city is stijl 
by the Mohammedans, Jehangirenagur 
ista Khan died at Agra in the year of the 
1105, rnuch regretted by the emperpr and a 
’ s circle of friends. 


NUWAB IBRAHIM KHAN. 

im Khan appointed to the government — Ris character — 

I English to return to Bengal — Mr Charnock and coun- 
at Chuttanutty, and are graciously received — The. Nu- 
^rds the the emperor’s passport for the English to trade 
The English still dissatisfied — Soobha Sing zemindar 
■inedby the Afghan, Chief Rehim Khan— ^The rebel army 
Burdwan — Defeat and, kill rthe Raja — The circums- 
•orted to the governor, who orders Nur, Allah, Fojedat of 
punish the rebels — The^Foujedar sEuts hiinself, up ^ m 
The rebels' lay seiege toj and take, that town— The 
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patch, French, and Ensiith, pbUiQ pertnusion to fcitUy ihcir 
factories— The Patch governor of Cbiojura assists the roj'oli ti 
to reuhe Hoogly— The rebel* retreat to Saaigong— Part oS the 
rebel forces advance to Nuddeah— Anecdote of the daaghtcr of he 
Ra/a d Borda-an— Kin* the rebel Chief— Rehlra Khan chosen 
Generabssimo of the rebel* — PusillaflUDow cootluct of the gorer 
nor— Niamat Khan a Jagierdar oppose* the rebel* — engages 
Rehios Khan ID single contest— u killed— *^e rebels take and plan 
dex Mokhsoosabad— The emperorappouilsbU grandson, Aaiteo) 
Ooihas, governor of the three province* bet direct Ibrahia 
Khan to send a force, under hi* son Znbberdust Khan agaioslthe 
rebel* — The royal army move* from Dacca— Tho rebels ULe post 
at Bogwangola— 2abberdast Khan detaches his catalry who snr 
pnse the rebels at Kajecnabel and give them a complete defeat 
—Attacks and defeat* the rebel* at BogvranKola— KetaLe* llie 
town of Makh&oosabad— Advances to DoedKan* and compeU the 
rebels to seek their safety to Right Superseded by the prirce 
Axueeffl OosKaxn 

UiO\ the 6nal resignation of Sbaula Khan, the 
craperor selected, for the govxrnmcnt 
A. D 1639 of Bengal Ibrahim Klun son of the 
celebrated Perilan nobleman Aly Murdan Khan ttho 
dclK-cred uptheforlrosi of Candchar to the emperor 
Shah jehan. This Chief \vaj in character, the very rc 
\-CT»c of bis father he administered justice tvith strict 
impartialit) and eacouraged agriculture and com 
merce buttvastotall) diflicientofall military abilities. 

The first act of authoril) after aitumlnf the 

ernroent u-as one most congenial I » 
\t7 the liberation of ihc 
Company » agent* who ucrc confioed 
at Dacca for as tre hate an in the prcccdin,. 
chapter that ihchngluh m conseriucncc o/lhc oirprev 
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Sion they had suhtamed from the >.uwab Shaii>ta Khan, 
had entirely abandoned Bengal, it now also became 
a pleasing part of his duty to conciliate and recall the 
merchants of that nation 

It has been before stated, that the emperor, being 
highly incensed against the English, had commanded 
them to be expelled from every part of his dominions 
but as Aurungzebe ever made his pasbions hubservientto 
policy, and v/is sensible that he derived a consi- 
derable aid to hib revenue by the commerce carried 
on by the linglish , also, that their ships of war 
could much annoy his subjects, and prevent all inter- 
course between his dorninions and Arabia, theieby 

^ putting a stop to the pilgrims visiting 

t \ U 1600 L j 4.1 1.1 • 1 ^ 

Mecca, -impressed with these ideas, 

he, in the month of January, whilst encamped at 

Vi/iapore, m the DeUkan, authorized his ministers 

to form a treaty witli Messrs. Weldoi and Navarro, 

two English commissioners, who had been sent from 

Bombay by bir John Child, the Director-general of 

the Company’s settlements, to solicit peace , and upon 

the appointment of Ibrahim Khan to the government 

of Bengal, the emperor instructed him^ to invite the 

English to return to that province. 

In consequence of this permission, the Nuwab wrote 

letters, addressed to Mr Charnock at Madras, inviting 

him to j-eturn, and re-establish all the Company’s 

factories , with an assurance of a perfect oblivion of 

every thing which had passed, and ^ that the English 

should be placed on a footing with the most favoured 

‘ ' » See Appendix. 
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foreign nation but Mr Chamock ind his council were 
aware from the deceptions which had been before 
practised that adraittmg thcNuwab to be sincere m 
bis offers, they should still bo e\poscd to the \*exatlous 
demands of the inferior officers, and to the a\’ancc and 
oppressioos ofhis successors and being also displeased 
at the bumUlatlng firman which had lately been issued 
for Surat • they therefore replied that they could oot 
accede to the proposldoo unless the emperor v.'ould 
^nt to Company a spcaJU Jirvian for Bengal 
stating the precise terms upon which the> were la 
future to carry on their trade. 

A second letter was written by the NuvN-ab to Mr 
Chamock Informing him tha^lic had made an appli 
catloQ to the emperor for the desired firman but that 
as several months must elapse before it could be pro 
cured lie might in the meantime return and be assured 
ofhis friendship and protection In couw]uencc of 
this invitation Mr Chamock with his council and fac 
tors attended b> an escort of thirty soldier? returned, 
on the 24th of the month of \ugust to Chuttanutt) 
where In obedience to thcNuuabs orders addressed 
to Mcer Aly Akbar the governor of Hoogl> they 
were received with much clviht> 

The next >car the Nuwab forwardcti to Mr 
Chamock according to his promise a 

- or order from the emperor Auiung 

* *cbc aulhothlng the Kngltib to trade 

to Bengal without pa) log any other duty than ap 
annual present of 3000 nipeeut However advantageous 
^ Mb J ' 
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tin's licence may be considered jn a pecuniary light^ it 
fell far short of the expectation of the Company's agents, 
who were still left exposed to the oppressions the 
Nuwab or his inferior officers, and had no security for 

J It 

their personal saf^t^. It was therefore their opinion^ 
that, unless a fortification could be procured, with a 

, j - I, , j ' « • * 9 ^ ii -i j 

district round it, perfectly exempted frotn^ the jurisdic- 
tion of the Nuwab, the commerce of the Company 
could never prosper ; they, for these reasons, only 
established a factory at Chuttanutty , and sent agents 
to make purchases in different parts of the country. 

The year of the Hejira 1 104 was marked by an 
extraordinary cncumstance. The Grand Signior, 


A D 1692 


having been informed that ,the 


Europeans procured great; quantities 
of one of the ingredients for making, gunpowder from 
India, wrote to Aurung/ebe, to desire he would no 
longer permit his subjects to dispose of that article 
to Christians, as it was frequently used by them in 
the destruction of the followers of Mohammed , that 
therefore, whoever supplied them was accessary to 
the death oP the true believers In consequence of 
this ' request, the principal source of the East-India' 
Company’s commercial advantages was, for ' some 
time, cut off; by a strict injunction to the governor 
of Bengal not to allow them to purchase dr manufac- 
ture any more saltpetre 

Three years after thi?; eyent, thoj, commander of 
a large ship belonging to the interlopers, or persons 
not licensed to trade to India; arriving 
m the Indian seas, commenced that 


A, D. 1695. 
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system of piracy which was afterwards earned to 
such a height, under the celebrated Captain Kyd 
and his associates This* person seized t^v'0 oi the 
Moghul ships which were going to Judda and Mocha 
with pilgrims. So gross an insult drew down upon 
the agents of the Dutch, French and English nations 
the vengeance of the Moghul government their factories 
were all laid under sequestration and a stop put 
to thdr trade hi Bengal alone owing to the 
clemency of the governor Ibrahim Khan, the English 
agents were allowed their personal freedom and permit 
ted to oany on their commercial proceedings In a 
secret manner • 

Sgth was the state of intercourse between the 
English and the Moghul government, wlien an 
incident occurred which enabled the former to obtain 
without any remuneration that object which neither 
bribes nor entreaties could before procure. 

In the >ear 1107 of the Hejira a Hindoo zemindar 
of Bengal named Sooblia Sing who possessed the 
A D 1695-6, villages of jetwa and Burdch, In the 
district of Burdnan being dissatisfied 
'with the Kaja of that place Invited Rchim Khan, 
an Afghan Chief, who wzs then considered os the 
head of that dan remaining In Orissa, to Join him 
In ov'crturaing the government. Having united 
thdr forces they adv*anccd to Burdwan and, In a 

* Id jammy 1697 Mr Omeodt died amlwai idccccJcJ 
by Mr EUis bm Ikofal «a« a^raiO, L/ lb« Compaay 1 onlcrr, 
made iutuw>«iQl lo M^oi. Mr Lb.u(CM.I>.i loob i> >.^1 
10 be ^CP 10 iood cnucr lO lU CrlcuiU 
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pitched battle, slew the Raja Kibhcn Ram , and, with 
the exception of his son, seized his family and all his 
property. 

This success inspired the rebels with gieat hojics, 
and induced a number of soldiers of fortune, and other 
vagabonds, to flock to their standard. 

Jiiggut Rai, the son of Raja, having eflected his 
escape to Dacca, laid his complaints before the governor, 
who not considering the matter of much importance, 
contented himself with ordering Nur Allah, the Fouje- 
dar or military commander of Jessore, to punish the 
insui gents. But that officer, who instead of attending 
to his own business, hkd long employed himself in 
commeice and in amassing wealth, and possessed nothing 
of the military character but the name, having, after 
much loss of time, collected a few of the 3000 horse 
of which he was the commandant, marched from Jes- 
sore, and crossed the river , but on the approach of the 
rebels, he shut himself up in the fort of Hoogly, and 
implored assistance from the governor of the Dutch 
settlement of Chinsura. The rebels convinced by this 
pusillanimous conduct that they had little to fear from 
the merchant soldteVy advanced boldly, and laid siege to 
Hoogly they carried on their attack^ with such vigour, 
that the Foujedar became alarmed for his personal 
safety, and during the night, having crossed the river 
in a boat, made his escape to Jessore. The garrison, 
finding their commandant had fled, opened the gates , 
and the rebels got quiet possession of that opulent city 
without any loss 
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_pn the breiking out of the rebeliion tlie three Euro 
pean settlements viz. •'the Dutch at Chiniura the 
French at Chandemagorc» and the English at Chutta 
nutty, hired a nuraher ol the native soldiery to guard 
their property , and professing themselves the avowed 
friends of government requested pcrmUslbn from the 
Nuwab to put their factories Into a 
Eiy: of defence against an enemy 

li»h fortify their whosc resentment they must incur by 
facujnw thar adherence to him The Nuwab 

ordered them, in general terms to defend themselves 
and they taking for granted what was not positively 
forbidden, tvdth great dchgence ni^cd walls with has 
tiom^ round their factories. 

Such was the ongui of the three European fnrU, or 
towns of Chinsura Chandcmagorc and Calcutta and 
they were the first ulnch the Moghul government suffer 
ctl foreigners to build m any part of their empire 
for neither the territones of Madrn nor llombi) had 
been subdued by the Moghuls prcvl nn to lhc:>e places 
having been ceded to the hnglfsh • 

The rebels now assumed a hiughtv tone and sent 
out dctaclimcnts to every part ofthe country, to plunder 
all those who refused to jom them This procccdinj, 
caused the greatest conitcrnation among the rich and 
well disposed inhabitants. All Uiosc on the western 
sidcof the river who could obtain admittance took 
refure m Chinsura. At length the ^^ovcinur of that 
place, touched with compassion for tlietr miser) ami 
hoping to recommend him>cir and nation to the cm 
peror, filled out twoshiptof war and having, cmbarkcil 
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a number of European '^olchcr'; on board them anchored, 
m a short time opposite Hoogly 


The rebels, ignorant of the intentions of the Dutch, 
hurried to the ramparts, to watch the 
sist in retakng motions of the ships , but were saluted 
Hoogly from the with such a shower of both cannon and 
musquet balls, that they hastily aban- 
doned the town, and retreated to Saatgong, formerly 
the royal port of Bengal. » 


From Saatgong, the zemindar Soobha Sing, detach- 
ed Rehim Khan, with the principal part of his arm> , 
to take possession of Nuddeah and Mukhsoosabad, now 
called Moorshudabad, and returned himself to Burdwan. 

Amongst the captives which were taken in Burdwan, 
was a beautiful virgin, a daughte r of 
the^aughter of Raja, whom the zemindar kept in 

the Raja of Bur- confinement until an opportunity 
should offer of sacrificing her to his 


♦Saatgong IS 4I1US descubedby Major Rennel, m his Memou 
of the Map of Hmdoostan 

“Saatgong oi Sattagong, now an nconsiderable vdlage, on a 
small creek of the Hoogly river, about four miles to the north- 
west of Hoogly, was, in 1556, and probably later, a large trading 
city, m which th^ European merchants had their factories At ' 
that time, Saatgong river was capable of bearing small vessels , 
and I suspect that its then course, after passing Sattagong, was 
by way of Adaumpore, Omptah, and TamlooTc , and the nvec 
chlled the Old Ganges was a part of its course, and received that f 
n^rne whilst the the circumstance was fresh m the memory of ‘ 
the people” — See also Note to page 275 of this Histoiy. • 

’ r 
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loiL The time ^va3 now arrived when he thought he 
might gratify his vile passion with Impunity he secretly 
entered her apartment, and endeavoured to obtain b> 
force what he conld not c/Tect by flattery and entreaty 
but when he folded her in his arms the girl drew 
front her clothes a sharp knife, which she bad concealed 
for the purpose, and stabbed him in the belly she then 
turned the weapon against herself and with mistaken 
heroism but high sense of honour pierced her own 
^heai;L The wretch h;cd but a few hours and was 
succeeded in his estate and power by his brother Him 
mut Sing i^ho exerted himself to the utmost In rav'ag 
Ing and plundering all those persons of opulence who 
would not join hi the rebellion 

When Intelligence of the death of Soobha Smg reach 
cd the reb?l army they unanimously chose the Afghan 
Chief to their leader and he m order to guc dignity to 
the station assumed (he ro>ai title of Rchim Sham Jl> 
this time all the country on tlic west bide of the river 
from Kajcmaiid to Midnaporc was in pobbcssioo of the 
rebels and no measures had >ct been ad^ted to checl« 
Uieir progress. 

Da> after day news v%as brought to the governor 
of the alarming progress and Increase of the rebels 
but he as if Infatuated replied to the remonstrances 
of his son and counsellors “that a civil uar was a 
dreadful evil in which the ll\*cJ of Gods crcaturci 
were wantonly expended that the rebeK let 
alone, u‘Oold sliortly disperse of ihcmiclvcj and the 
^ only coniajucncc would be the loii of a itnall \v ilion 
qI Ilfs majesty s revenue.*" 
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What the governor would not attempt had nearly 
been effected by the despeiate hand of an individual. 

Rehim Shah continued his progress through the 
country, everywhere plundering, or compelling the 
people to join him. Upon his arrival in the district / 
of Mukhsoosabad, he summoned Niamut Khan, an 
officer who held a jagier, or royal grant of lands, 
on which he, with his dependants, resided, to join his 
standard. Niamut replied, “that being an officer in 
the imperial service, and a loyal subject, it was 
contrary both to his duty and iffclination to espouse 
, such a cause.” The rebel Chief, incensed at thjs 
reply, ordered* a party to seize Niamut , but the 
friends and dependants of the latter, having by this 
time assembled in. his defence, it was not so easily 
effected Rehim Shah was therefore under the 
necessity of heading a body of his Afghan cavalry 
-to effect his purpose When he ai rived at the estate 
of Niamut, he found a small, but united, band diawn 
^up to receive him as the combats in India were, 
even at thafc late period, more frequently dfecided by 
duels between the Chiefs, or champions, of the con- 
tending armies, than by a general engagement, Tehuver 
Khan, a nephew of Niamut’s, well mounted and 
armed, advanced into the plain, and challenged any 
of the Afghans to meet him. No single warrior 
daring to advance, a party of Afghans at once rushed 
forward, and before his friends could go to his 
assistance, cut the youth to pieces. On hearing of 
, this event, Niamut Khan, although only dressed in 
a single vest of fine mushnj without waiting to put 
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on his helmet or armour sa/ed Ills sword and 
vaulting on his horse, which stood ready saddled 
rushed Into the field. Hisattenbon was soon attracted 
by the standard of Rehlm Shah he advanced towards 
him and the Afghans receded to the right and left. 
Niamut saw bis enem>-, and boldly spurring on UU 
horse, struck the rebel Chief on the head Dreadful 
must have been his sensations, n hen he saw the blade 
of his sivord shuered by the impenetrable Iiclmct uf 
the Chief and his opponent still unmoved from fai:» scat 
Kage now strengthened his arm he threw the handle 
of the sword at Rehim bhah the knob or point of which 
sinking him with great violence on the side felled him 
from bis horse. Niamut losUnUy dismounted and 
drawing the dagger of tlie rebel attempted to pierce 
bis throat but the chain of the helmet again inter 
vened and before Mamut could effect his purpose he 
was surrounded and cut to pieces by ibo Xfghans 
many of his friends were also slain and all his pro 
petty plundered 

The rebels then advanced to Muksoosabad and 
after defeating 5000 of the ro>al troops took and plan 
dcTcd that towa The merchants of Coi:>iaiba^ar 
having however bcnt a deputation to meet the rebel 
Chief bo spared that place but for this conduct Golali 
Cbund the principal merchant was afterward scvxrcl) 
fined 

\bout the same time a patt> of the rebeJv 
approached Chuttanutty and set urc to the vdlagci 
but the zemmdars In the neighbourhood attacked 
and killed ninety of them Anolh-r party of ih** 
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rebels laid siege to the fort of Tanna , * but the 
English having, at the request of the Foujedar of 
Hoogly, sent a frigate to suppoit the fort, the rebels 
were compelled to retreat. 


A D 1697 


In the mean time, the Europeans worked day 
and night in fortifying their factories at Chinsura, 
Chandernagore, and Chuttanutty at the latter place, 
the ^English constructed regular bastions, capable 
of bearing cannon , but to avoid giving offence, the 
embrasures were filled up, on the outside, with a wall 

of single brick. In the month of 
March, the lebels took possession of 
Rajemahel and Malda, and seized upon the Dutch 
and English factories at the latter place, in which they 
found considerable property 

The first intelligence the empeior received of 
these events was through the newspaper. His surprise 
and indignatjon at the conduct of the governor was 
excessive , and to mark his displeasure, he immediOitely 
appointed his own grandson, the prince 
Azeem Ooshan, to the united gov- 
ernment of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa 
He, however, sent orders to the N uwab 
Ibrahim Khan, to remain till the am- 

I / 

val of his successor, but in the mean time, to place his 
son Zubberdust Khan, at the head of the Bengal forces, 
and send him Irarpediately against the rebels Orders 
were also issued to the governors of Oude, Allahabad, 
and Behar, to co-operate, by every means in their 


The emperoi ap- 
points Aazeem 
Ooshan 

three 

Vinces 


. r-i governor 
or the three pro- 


*Ten miles west erf Calcutta, on the opposite ^ide of the river. 
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power with the goi-emor of Ueiigal (n quieting tlie in 
surrcctlon, and extirpating the rebels. 

On the receipt of tho imperial orders Zubberdust 
Khan who had long beheld with regret the apatlyy of 
bis father quickly equipped an army, consisting of 
both cavalry and Infantry with a good tram of artlllcr), 
and attended by a number of war boats. As soon as 
every thing was In readiness, he marched from Dacca, 
and proceeded up the nght bank of the Ganges. 

In the mean tune, the resources of Rehira Shah be 
ing greatly Increased • he had much augmented his 
army and assumed the dignit> and style of a prmcc 

When informed of the approach of the imperial troops 

from Dacca, he encamped his arm) on the banks 
of the river In the vicinity ol Uogwangala resohin-. to 
risk his fate m a pitched battle. “ 


But during Uie time that Zubberdust Khan was ad 

vandng by short marches with his arUIIery and infants) 
ho detached Uio greater part of his cavalry to beat 
up thequarters of the rebels, who were in possession of 
Kajemahel and JIalda. This service was ably peiformed 
ZobberduuKhai. Jefented atlUjemahcl 

was killed and the greater part of 


•CotemerErre mWsUnerof DwreiUr u,, -,1,^, 
ihSMUOUT in [K,UCII.IJ11 iruwiebeu .a< ciliaj oJ si nilr 
Ucs of rupees fer annum lua ihai ibor force rooi ,1, | j 
iJOOOcalahT amt joaoo lofamiy i-Mt lidtj \u. 

%\x. fajf yy 
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their plunder retaken. That which belonging to the 
Dutch- and English was re-claimed by the agents of 
these nations , but the Moghul commander refused to 
restore it without the orders of the governor, 

Zubberdust Khan, having arrived within 'a few miles 
of the rebel camp, landed his infantry and guns from 
the fleet , and, after reconnoitring the position of the 
.enemy, ordered his war-boats to harass them from the 
river, while he attacked them by land. The first day 
was spent in a cannonade , during which the guns of 
the imperial army' being served by the Portuguese in 
the royal service, dismounted most of those of the 
enemy, and silenced the redoubts which he had thrown 
up along his front The next morning, both armies 
being drawn out in the battle array, the attack was 
commenced by the imperial infantry , but m a short 
time the engagement became general, and continued 
for several hours. At length the rebels were over- 
come, and compelled to retreat, leaving their camp to 
be plundered by the royalists. 


Zubberdust Khan encamped that night on the field 
,of battle, and employed his infantry in burying the 
dead, and assisting the wounded of both parties. 


May, 

A D, 1697 


The following day was employed in writing to all 
the zemindars and jagierdars, announc- 
ing to them the victory gained by his 
majesty’s troops, commanding them to 
cut off all communication with the rebels, and to pre- 
vent their receiving any supplies of provisions. The 
good effects of these orders, and of the victory, wer 
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immediately apparent many of the zemindar* In the 
vicinity of the field of battle hastened to the royal camp 
and offered to join the army with their quotas of 
troops. 

Zubberdust Khan having mado ail the requisite 
arrangements marched to the neighbourhood of Mukh 
soosabad, and encamped on an extensue plain to the 
eastward of the town intending to attack the rebels 
next morning but during the night Rchim Shah 
crossed the river and took the route of Uurdwan The 
Imperialists followed him to Burdwan and having 
dnven him thence, pursued him from place to place. 

We must now take leave, for a short time of /ul>* 
berdust Khan to detail the operations of the prince 
Axcem Oosban 
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The pnnce Azeem Ooshait appointed to the government o( 
the three provinces— 'd arches from the Dekkan to Allahabad 
— Orders the governor of Oude, and zemindars of Benaras and 
Behar, to join him — Arrives at Patna — Commands Zubberdust 
Khan not to risk another engagement with the rebels, till he 
should join him — Zubberdust Khan cantons his army at Burdwan 
— The pnnce stops at Mongier — Advances to Burdwan — Affronts 
Zubberdust Khan by the coolness of his reception — The general 
quits the army m disgust — The rebels re-assemble, and encamp 
m the vicinity of Burdwan — The Dutch and English send 
agents to the prince, to solicit further extension of their privileges 
— The prince makes amicable overtures to the rebels, who agree 
to submit, provided^ Khuaje Anvur, the prince’s minister, is sen 
to assure them of safety — The rebels murder the Khuaje, and 
attack the royal camp y but are defeated, and their Chief, Rehim 
Shah, killed , after which the others submit — The prince estab- 
lishes bis residence in Burdwan — Devotes hi? attention to the 
affairs of the province — Builds a mosque'in Burdwan, and a new 
bazar in Hoogly — Regulates the customs of the port — Anecdote 
of a celebrated Deiveish — The prince interferes between the 
Foujeder of Hoogly and the English, respecting the appoitment 
of a Cazy, or Mohammedan judge, to Calcutta — The pnnce pio-. 
ceeds to Dacca — Wishes to make a monopoly of the foreign trade 
— Severely reprimanded bv the emperor — The king of England 
sends an ambassador to the court of Aurungzebe— The ambassa- 
dor lands at Masuhpatam, but afterwards proceeds to Surat, and 
lands there — Sets out for the Moghul camp — Obtains an audience 
of the emperor^Graciously received, and orders issued for pre- 
paring the firmans — Intelligence received that an English pirate 
had taken three of the Moghul ships — The ambassador required 
to give security against similar aggressions — Refuses — Thenego- 
ciatinn, broken off — The ambassador quits the Moghul camp — 
sails from Surat — Dies — The emperor, incensed at the English 
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orders all the Curooeaiu m his domimoiuto be coadaed-^Ori^ 
sod me 0 ^ Moorshud Coo]/ Jadier ICbaxt— Appointed Devon of 
Bengal — Detcrlptionoftheofilccsof Sasim and of Dewan— Moor 
shod Coolyeoters with asiidutt/ upon his emplormetit>-Diueotloixs 
betireaa hiffl and the pmea— The latter accused of attcmptia^ 
to assassioate the Dewon— The Dewon removes bu resdence to 
Molchsoodabad — Tlko emperor displeased with the pnoce orders 
hitn to qmt Oengal and to retiJe iq Oeh ir^Tbe prince procsedi 
to Rajcmahdf and afterwards to Patni where be establiihes his 
residence^ and {fires his own name to that dty^Io coesequcnco 
of the emperor's orders, (be English at Palna and Rajemahel are 
confined — The mhabitaots of Calcutta threatened— 'The Dewao 
demands the original firmans— The English, banng lost theirs, 
are obliged to hnbe the secretary — Denerolent conduct of iho 
pnoce— 'The Dewan proceeds to court— CraooaU/ reccjred b/ 
the emperor— Re>appoioted Dewan of the three prorraces, and 
deputy of the prince in BcagaJ and Onisa" State of the Eogiish 
aiTairs in Ueogol— Axeem 0< than rc'Called to coart—Deaih of the 
emperor \arungtche— Vuim Shtb the serond I'm moo ts the 
thrme, and cnarcbes talaris Uehir— The price Vreera Ooshan 
amret at Agra—Keeeivei mtelli^cDce of the emperor's death 
Endearouri to seue \gra fnr hit father— DisippoV ted lo gellieg 
(he fon buU secures (he dis(rict— Selict (be Ueogal revenue— 
Leties an army— >Ieeri 0 g betuects him and hts father ^hali 
Ail upi — > he CoTemors delivers op (be fort of \grs to the Latter 
who soon aAer nuiches to meet Aanm Shah— Daiile between (he 
brothers— Vajim Shah, and both his sons, kdlrd — Shah \vtom 
Ukes the title of Dehadur bhah— \ppoiais hit son \jetm 
Ooshan, gOTcrfinr of the four provicrci ui AUahabaJ Crhar 
Deogal and, Oris>a ; but orders him lortiaio Vfooiihud Cooly 
K.han as bis deputy «o Ih* two Utter pro>i»c«— The ptioct 
coctmaes to rtsule at C'lurt. but app^nit ijrd \bJjUah Khan 
to be bii deputy in Al'aVabad, and b)rd Muiieio My ^Kan 
robe bit deputy m Debar— Ueba lur shah Jits— Coolest b*' 

i| ten his four SOBS fbr the empire— \i<em Uoihan n kdled anJ 

jehajjdar bhah socteeJs w the thiooe. 
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Azeem Ooshan 
made governor. 

A. D. 1 696. 


It has been before stated, that when the emperor 
Aurungzebe, in the year 1 108 heard of the insurrec- 
tion in Bengal, he immediately appoint- 
ed his grandson, Azeem Ooshan, 
second son of Behadur Shah, to the 
government cf that province. The 
prince was, at the period of his appointment, in the 
royal camp, then in the Dekkan , and as soon as he 
received the investiture of his office, marched with 
a select corps of 12,000 cavalry towards Allahabad 
but as that prince will make a conspicuous figure 
in the sequel of this history, it is presumed that 
the following short account, given of him, and of 
the policy of Aurungzebe, by an eye-witness of the events, 
will not be deemed impertinent. 


* 

“ Azeem Ooshan, the second son of Behadur 
Shah, was a statesman of winning manners. Aulumgeer 
(the emperor Aurungzebe) had always pursued the 
policy of encouraging his grandsons, and employing 
them in public affairs , for as his sons were ambitious 
of great power, and at the head of armies, he thus 
prudently controlled them, by opposing to them 
rivals in their own families , as Bedar Bukht to 
Aaz m Shah , and Azeem Ooshan to Shah Aalum 
Behadur Shah To Azeem Ooshan he had giv^n the 
advantageous government of the three provinces of Ben- 
gal, Behar, and Orissa,”* 


Upon the prince’s arrival at Allahabad^ he sent 


*Vide Memoirs of the Moghul Empire, by Eradut Khao. Scotfs 
History of the Dekkan^ Vol n. 
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orders to the governor of Oude ini mediately to jofn 
hira with all his forces he also issued his commands 
to all the leraindars In that neighbourhood and to 
those of Benaras and Bchar to join his camp as 
soon as he should enter their rcipcctive territories on 
his route to Bengal. 

When the pnnee arrived at Patna he heard of 
the success of Zubherdust Khan and fearing that 
so active an officer would gather all the laurels 
before his arrival at the scene of action and leave him 
M*r nothing by which he might gain 

credit with the emperor he sent 
D 1697 positive commands to the general not 
to risU another engagement until lie should join him 
wfth his victorious armj Zubberdust Khan sawclcarfy 
the object ofthls order and was much hurt at having Ids 
hands thus tied up but as the rainy season was just 
setting in he cantoned hU army in the vicinity oi 
Burdwan and waited pa icntly the arrival of the 
prince who also cantoned his army at Monglcr 
and did not advance to Burdwan till the erd of the 
>car Upon the approach of the prince Zubb<‘rduNt 
Khan advanced icvcraJ miles to meet and to pa> 
his respects to the grindsoii and rcprcvcntative of 
the emperor but so cool and di tant was (he rccc|H 
tioii be met with from hu lii},hi>ej> that he rcnolvcd 
jmmcdfatcJ> to quit the army and to proceed with 
bis father the depo cd i^ovcrnor to couiL 

Having delivered over the comm mi of the trvipf 
he madohnoiVii hij rc<iuc 3 l to his ru^al hij^lmcj* wh> 
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jealous of the fame that Zubberdust Khan had so 
A. D '16 8 justly acquired, was graciously pleased 
to comply with his wishes , although, 
by so doing, he greatly reduced the strength of his 
own army , as nearly 8000 of the best troops were 
the dependants, or followers, of the general and his 
father, and went away with him 

The departure of Zubberdust Khan was a subject 
of great joy and exultation to the rebels , they 
dreaded the activity and courage of that officer , and 
hoped to gain some* advantage from the want of 
experience and local knowledge of the prince Rehim 
Shah immediately sent directions to all his followers , 
who, in order to conceal themselves, had dispersed 
in various parts of the country, to join him on a 
certain day. 

Thus while the prince 'was amusing himself at 
Burdwanj and receiving the congratulations of the 
zemindars and principal men of the province, the 
rebels again collected in great force , and had the 
audacity, not only to plunder the districts of 
Nuddeah and Hoogly, but to encamp within a few miles 
of Burdwan 

During the time the prince was at Buidwan, the 
Dutch Chief, of Chinsura, sent an agent to the camp ; 
who represented, that while his nation paid a duty 
of 3/4 per cent on all their commerce, the English 
only paid the petty sum of 3000 rupees per annum , 
and therefore solicited that the Dutch might be put on 
the same footing. 



3S6 


HISTORY OF BENGAL. 


[SECT VL 

As it notonous that the prince wa* of a 
very indolent disposition, aiid would not give hlnoscll 
niuch trouble to ascertala the original cause of 
such a distinction and that he had come into the 
province for the express purpose of amassing a 
fortune, In consequence of which no business could 
be transacted wi^out a bnbe, and that the judicious 
application of money might procure any favour the 
English also deputed, as their envo> one of the most 
intelligent of the Company s servants a Mr Walsh 
not only to oppose the (nlrtgues of the Dutch but 
to procure from hts highness a grant of the villages 
of Chuttanutty Gobindpore, and CalicotU also to 
demand restitution ol the Company a property which 
was taken from the rebels at Rajemahel and 
detained by the Moghul general he vras further authorli 
ed to solicit a coniirmation of the English privileges 
by the prince s special Nlshan or order for freedom of 
trade, without the payment of any duties. 

Mr Walsh arnved in the princes camp at Curdwan, 
in January but owing to the Inter 

A. D 160*. 

ruption of business by the war against 
the rebels, and various other procrastinations, ho did 
not ofTocl the object o1 his mission till the month of 
July when at length by the payment 
“ ‘omIJerMa «um of money tho 
k^cr princes order for the purchase of the 

A. D itr^fS. forwarded to Cbultanutly 

but on being shewn to the zcmlndan of the three vil 
lagcs they refuKd to make over the laods as the 
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order was not counter signed by the king's Dewan, This 
circumstance caused a further delay ; and it was the 
end of the year before the business was settled to 
the satisfaction of the English nor did they receive 
the prince’s order for freedom of trade till the month of 
January 1700* 

From this digression we return to the account of 
the war, as given by the native historian. 

When Azeem Ooshan was informed of the proceed- 
ings of the rebels, instead of attacking them with vigour, 
he had the weakness to send a letter to Rehtm Shah , 
admonishing him to return to his duty, with a promise 
of forgiveness, and of being taken into the royal favour 
if he complied The rebel received the letter with hy- 
pocritical marks of respect, and returned a verbal v 
message, “ th^t if the prince would send to him Khuaje 
Anvur, his chief counsellor, with assurances of safety, 
he would come and pay his devoirs to his royal high- 
ness,”t 

-w tj 

*It was during this period that the great contest between the 
two English Companies took place m Bengal. The pnnce could 
not understand the subject, but took bribes from both parties 
from the old Company he got 16,000 rupees , and from the new, , 
14,000 

tGovemor Eyre, in his letter dated January 6, 1698, states, 

“it was reported that the prince sent the rebel Chief a pair of 
shackles and a sword, desiring him to take his choice that 
the rebel took the sword but sent a polite message 
to the pnnce, pointing out to him the great age of the em- 
peror, the contentions that must ensue upon his death, and the 
favourable opportunity that was now presented to his highness, 
of securing for himself the rich province of Bengal, by taking 
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The prince, whose disposition was open and sincere 
gave his cncray credit for an equal degree of candour 
nnd ordered Khuajo Anvur to proceed early the next 
morning to the Afghan camp and bring the rebel Chief 
to his presence. The Khuajc reposing the same con 
fidence as the pnnee did m the assurances of Rchira 
Shah advanced with a small party of attendants to the 
boundanes of his camp and sent a message that he 
was there ready to givejilm the required assurances of 
safety and to conduct him to the presence of the pnnee. 

Whether Rehlra Shah had changed his mind dunng 
the night, or wished to be more highly honoured In 
the sight of the followers he insisted that the ivhuaje 
should come to his tent and there in the presence of 
witnesses repeat the prince s invitation and issunnces 
of safety But the Khuaje, suspecting some treachery, 
declined going into the camp and attempted to return 
home He was pursued by a party of the Aft,hanf 
and after defending himself to the last cxtremit> he 
and all his attendants were cut to pieces. 

After thb atrocious act of villain) Rehim Shah 
convinced that ho ha<l nothing to cx'^ct from the cic 
mency of the prince ordered his troops to mount nnd 
to make a sudden and vigorous attack on the ro>a! 
camp. 

The movement was executed with such rapidity 
that Azeem Oosban had barely time to mount his 

1010 t-is Cirour oed iertu* ibe Afghani, vHoic tnendiblp 
mcKiiJ liod ont Icti MfvUc(bI« thoQ ib<ir cr't ijr p>ui< 

fry mi^Li L c " E’iU InJut -if Vok 
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elephant before he was surrounded by a party of the 
Afghans, headed by their Chief, Rehim Shah ; and 
would certainly have been taken prisoner, had not a 
brave Arab officer, named Hamid Khan, called out, 
that he was the prince, and challenged the Afghan to 
single combat , at the same moment discharging an 
arrow, which penetrated the rebel’s side a second 
arrow from his hand, wounded his antagonist’s horse in 
the head, who thereon reared up, and 
threw his rider on the ground the 
A D. 1698. Arab instantly dismounted, and hav- 
ing cut off Rehim Shah’s head, held it 
up on the point of his lance 

The Afghans, seeing the catastrophe of their Chief, 
were struck with panic, and fled on all sides. After 
which they offered to submit to the prince, provided he 
would take them into hts service , which being agreed 
to, a general amnesty was passed, and peace restored to 
the harassed province. 

After this unexpected victory, the prince proceeded 
to the tomb of Shah Ibrah'm Sukka,* m the vicinity of 
Burdwan , and having returned thanks to the Almighty 
for his success, he ordered a large sum of money to be 
distributed, in alms, to the poor and religious persons 
who attended on the shrine of the saint He then en- 
tered the city, and took up his residence in the fort, 

*This person was onginally a water-carrier , but having asso- 
* ciated with the Soofies, he became a celebrated author of poem’s 
and relieiQus works After his death he was canonized, and his 
tomb IS still resorted to by pilgrims. 
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which at that period was considered a place of some 
strength. 

The prince continued to reside Tor a considerabic 
time in Burdwan during which period he directed his 
attention to repairing the injunes that had been com 
mitted by the rebels, and in bringing back the InhabI 
tants of those districts, who had been compelled to 
abandon their homes. He restored Juggul Ro) the 
son of the murdered Raja to his xemlndary of Bur 
dwan , and recompensed all those persons who having 
remained firm m their allegiance, had b*en dispossessed 
of their lands by the rebels. For the brave Hamid 
Khan ho procured from the emperor the title of Shum 
shcre Khan Behadur and the office of Foujed r 
or military commander of the districts of Bun 
dasi) and Silhet ho also lilicrally rewarded all the 
other officers who had disUn:;uIshed themselves 
on this occasion. During the perlodjhat Azeem Ooshan 
resided at Burdwin he built In that city a public 
mosque he also caused to be constructed In IIoogl> 
a new to which he gave the name of Shah Gun},c 
but the people. In compllm-nt to him called It Arccin 
Gunge. He regulated the customs of the port o( HcK>gl> 
at two and a half per cent, on all goods bcluii^ini to 
Mohammedans but ompclled the Hindoos* to pay 
five, and the Chriitian-i three and a half per cent, un 
thdr merchandise He also established the Inland 
duties, called JJir upon various commodities iiastin;. 

Tbe Enshth «cte eicAptcd fioai tltn dai; os lti«7 

aipcci2c KusaasuaU/ 
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from one place to another, m the interior of the country. 
In short, the prince devoted much of his time to the 
performance of the duties of hts office, and to the im- 
provement of the revenues. He also every day allotted 
several hours to the conversation of the learned and 
religious, and had frequently passages from the best 
authors read to him. He often visited the hermits 
and derveishes, and solicited their prayers for his suc- 
cession to the throne. 

One day the prince sent his two sons, Kereem Ad- 
deen and Ferrokhsere, to visit a celebra- 

ceiibraSd%°er^ Soofy,* named Bayezid, and to re- 
vish. quest that the holy man would take 

the truoble of coming to the palace 
Upon their arrival near the saint’s dwelling, Ferrokhsere 
alighted from his horse , and approaching, in the most 
respectful manner, paid his compliments, and delivered 
his father’s message, whilst the other brother scarcely 
deigned to return the Soofy’s salutation. 

The saint was much irritated at the conduct of 
Kereem Addeen, and highly pleased by the humility of 
J^'errokhsere he therefore took the latter by the hand, 
and, causing him to sit down beside him, blessed him, 
ind said to him, “to you is this day given the empire 
of Hindoostan.” He soon after arose, and accompanied 
the youths to the palace. 

When Azeem Ooshan was informed of the approach 
of the Soofy, he arose from his seat, and advanced to 
meet him , and after having made many apologies for 


• Herttut or Monk y There are several orders of them. 
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the trouble he had given him, seated him on his own 
musnud He shortly after communicated to the saint 
the object of his wishes and supplicated his prayer/^ 
that he might one dav succeed to the throne. The 
saint with great dignity replied “aJasI what >ou desire 
has already been given to >our son Ferrokhscre the 
arrow of my prayer has been shot from the bow and can 
not be rcHialled " He then arose bade the prince adieu, 
and retired to his cell leaving Aicem Ooshan qmte 
discomfited by hli prediction to which he i,a%c much 
credit and which in the sequel was realized 


The villages of Chuttanultj Govmdporc, and C-« 1 I 
cotta, which In \lrtue of thepnneo s Nuhan had been 
purchased from the zemindars with their diatricti ex 
tended about three miles on the eastern side of the 
Bhaggaratty river and about one mile Inland The 
latter of these vnllagcs takes its name from a temple 
dedicated to Oaly the Hindoo goddos of time 
and from it the English called their town Calcutta. 

In the >car 1699 1700 the factory of Calcutta 
which In consequence df the fortiiica 
tiotu that had been added to it dunn,, 
the rebellion was d/j^idficd b> (heap 
pcUatlon of a fortress was named in compliment to 
the king of England TortUilliam and as a number 
of opulent natives in conscqucnvc of the > curlty 1 iven 
to their prop-rl> and facillt> to their Ira le had tern 
induced to build hou>c< In the town and make it their 
tesldcncc its prosperity excited the jcaljuiy of the 
Foujedar of floogly \>ho pictcndin,^ that he should Lc 
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punished for suffering so many of the Moghul subjects 
to withdraw themselves trom his jurisdiction, threatened 
to send a Cazy, or Mohammedan judge, and officers of 
the police, to administer justice amongst the natives 
living under the protection of the E nglish flag but as 
this measure would have submitted the English to the 
same inconveniences which they had formerly suffeied 
at Hoogly, It was counteracted by a bribe sent to the 
prince, who forbad the governor of Hoogly from pro- 
ceeding m his intentions By this constant attention 
to the accumulation of wealth, Azeem Ooshan is said 
to have carried with him, out of the province, three 
millions of pounds sterling in specie, and jewels to a 
very great mount 

The prince, after a residence of nearly three years 
m Burdwan, having regulated the affairs of the western 
part of Bengal to his satisfaction, or- 
A. D 1700-1 dered the state-boats which had been 

built during the government of Sultan Shujaa, to be 
collected in the vicinity of Hoogly , and embarking at 
that place, proceeded with great pomp to Dacca, and 
took possession of the royal palace. 

By the advice of some narrow-sighted politician, 
the prince was induced, about this time, to adopt a 
measure which not only gave great disgust to the 
commercial part of the community, but drew on him 
the displeasure of the emperor Aurungzebe 

The prince wished to become the sole merchant of 
all European and foreign goods brought to Bengal , he 
therefore established agents at all the ports, with 
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authorIt> to purchase the cargo of every ship thatarrived, 
at a low price and aftenvards retail the goods to the 
merchants at a considerable profit To this species of 
commerce was assigned the epithets of Soudut Kkaj 
and Soudat Aam speaal and general purchases. 

He also, in order to gain popularity with the HIn 
doos celebrated their hoIyda>s putting on yellow and 
rose coloured garments and entering Into the sports 
which are practised on the anniversary of the return 
of sprinir 

When through the medium of the newspapers 
the emperor received Information of the princes 
conduct, ho wrote him udth his own hand a letter 
replete with Irony and sarcasm observing that a 
}ellow turban and rose coloured garments suited 
but 111 with aboard of forty sW years growth. He 
also e:^plalned that the monopoly which he had 
^ ^ ^ dignified with the name of So4<Ut 

Khas was nothing less than Indivi 
dual insanity and public oppression * and to evdnee 
to his subjects that he would not san tlon any act 
of injustice even by his sons or grandchildren he 
struck oIT 500 borso from the princes military 
raiiL 

The great confusion occasioned in India b> the 
contest between the rival hngllsb Companies and 
the dcptcdallons of the pirates induced his ma|o 5 ty 
King William in the >car to depute bir 

W'illlam Norris as Ws Ambassador to the court of 

•!q Perdsn, owsfts/rjjf but la 
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the emperor of Hindoostan. The object of this mission 
was to solicit firmans, or privilesjes, for the English 
nation , and to render the new, or English Company, 
Its representative in India.* 

The ambassador landed at Masulipatam on the 
25th of September 1699, where he was detained by 
various obstacles, arising chiefly from 
the jarring interests of two Com- 
panies belonging to the same nation, 
till the end of the following year 
and not being permitted to pursue 
his j’ourney to the emperor’s camp by Golcondah,he 
proceeded by sea to Surat, and landed 
at that port on the loth of December , 

but owing to the intrigues of Sir John Gayer, the 
agent of the old or London Company, the governor 
pf Surat refused to receive Sir William Norris as the 
Ambassador of the English nation, unless he could 
produce his credentials, signed by his Majesty These 
having been produced, the ambassador landed, and was 
received by Sir Nicholas Waite, the Consul of the new 
Company, vvith great respect. 

On the 26th of January, the ambassador set out 
on his journey towards the emperor’s camp, with a 
retinue of sixty Europeans and 300 
natives.f On the 3rd of March he 


The king of Eng- 
land sends an 
ambassador to 
Aurungzebe, 

A D 1699. 


A D 1700 


A D 1700 


*See Bruces Annals of the East- India Comfany, A D 1698-9 

tAn account of the procession, and list of the presents, may be 
found m Bruce's Annals of the Mast-India Company, A D 1700-1, 
page 46a 


27 
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reached Brampore at which place it became cx 
pedicnt to visit the Vizier Gary Addecn Khan one 
of the Viiicra who happened to be there. Sometime 
n as spent in adjosting the ceremonies but the am 
bassador requiring to be admitted to a conference 
preceded by drums trumpets &c. which the Vizier 
refused as being inconsistent with eastern usages on 
such occasions the ambassador held thi'* refusal to be 
derogatory from his dignity and left Brampore with 
out ha\lng any conference with the Vizier and on 
the 7lh of April reached Pcmalla, near wbicli the 
camp of Aurungzebe was situated and as soon as he 
had notified his arrival he was permitted to pitch his 
tents in the vicinit> of the ro>al residence. 

On the 3 Sth of Apnl the ambassador obtained his 
first audience and was most graciously received He 
in consequence made an application to the emperor to 
Bsuc Jirmatis tor freedom of trade to the new Com 
pan> Ills majesty condescending!) premised that 
he would give orders to his Viziers on the subject. 
Sometime after the ambassador had a second audience, 
and presented the emperor \nih 200 gold moAurs and 
the business seemed to be in a fair tram of success 
wlicn intelligence arrived from Surat, that three Mo 
ghul-sliips coming from Mocha had been captured by 
an hnghsh pirate in consequence of this information 
the Viziers dcimndcd that the ambassador should not 
onl) pivesecurit) for the return of these ship^ but that 
he should guarantee the future safet) of t!ic Moghul 
commerce against pirates of ever) dcs riplion. The 
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ambassador declined entering into this stipulation and 
was thereon informed, that “ he knew his way back to 
England.’* Considering this answer as a dismission 
from the court. Sir Wi'liam Norris desired passes to be 
issued for his safe return to Surat , and on the morn- 
ing of the 5th of November quitted the Moghul camp 

Some efforts were made by the Viziers to induce the 
ambassador to alter his resolution , and he was forcibly 
detained at Biampore, till a letter, and a sword, for the 
king of England, from Aurungzebe, arrived 

On the yth January, Sir William Norris was permit- 
ted to continue his journey, and arriv- 

I ) r7o^ 

ed at Surat on the 12th of April 
On the 29th of the same month, he embarked on 
board the Scipio, and a few days afterwards sailed 
for England , but died before the ship reached St 
Helena 

In consequence of the abrupt termination of the 
negociation, and the continued depredations of the 
pirates, the emperor was much incensed, and gave 
command that every European in his dominions should 
be seized, and thrown into prison * 

■^Therfailure of this embassy was m part, owing to the ani- 
mosity existing between the old and new Companies , ali of which 
are -fully detailed in Mr Bruce’s Anrials , and I have therefore 
purposely avoided entering into any discussion on the subject 
Happily for the repose of all parties, these dissentions were tei- 
minated by the uiion of the two Compinies in 1702-3 , but the 
adjustment of their respect've affairs was not completed till th6 
year 1708, When they took the title of The Untied Cotnpany of 
Merchants' trading to the Etist-Indtes 
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It Don^ becomes requisite to relinquish for a time, 
the aSTairs of the English and of Azeem Osshan and 
to introduce to the reader a character 
ihi2KS>^ Kb^ ^ sequel, will make a cons 

picuous figure m the transactions of 
Bengal. This person v^as the son of a poor Brahman,* 
and during hla youth was purchased by a Persian mer 
chant named Hajy ShufiSa who took him to Ispahan 
and having drcumascd him changed his name to Mo 
hamed Hady and educated hi m as one of his own chll 
dren Upon the death of the merchant hU heirs manu 
mitted the youth and permitted him to proceed to the 
Dekkan where soon after bis arnv*al bo obtained an 
inferior emplo) raent in the service of Hajy Abdullah 
JDewan (superintendent ol the re\‘enues) of Bcrar in 
this situation he evinced such a knowledge of accounU, 
and expertness in business that within a few }ears ho 
was recommended to the emperor Aurungzebe as a fit 
person to fill tiie office of Dewan of Hyderabad then 
\acant ho was In consequence appointed to that office, 
and dignified wiUi the ude of k.ar fulb Khan 

\ continuation of tho same line of conduct which 
had recommended him to tl)eemi»cror induced that mon 
alch to nominate Kur Tulb Khan in 
A- I> 1701 ihc>car 1113 to the Important office 
of Dcaan of Bcni,al with Ihciitlcof ilooriliud Ctxj!> 


See aJ 
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Khan , under which name he will be continued through- 
out this history 

During the despotic reign of Aurungzebe, the offices 
of Nazim (military governor) and Dewan were kept 
perfectly distinct the business of the former was to 
defend and protect the country from foreign insult or 
domestic insurrections, and to enforce a strict 
obedience to the laws to the latter was assigned the 
collection of the revenues, and the disbursements of all 
the requisite expenses t He was, in a certain degree, 
subject to the orders of the Nazim , being obliged to 
comply with all written orders, for money, from that 
officer, for the service of government but the Nazim 
was responsible to the exchequer for any improper use 
of that power he received his regular salary from the 
Dewan, and was not entitled to any further emolument 
from his office. These two officers were, however, com- 
manded to consult with each other, upon all important 
affairs * and to act in concert upon every public emer- 
gency, according to the regulations which from time to- 
time were issued. 

Moorshud Cooly Khan, soon after his appointment, 
proceeded to Dacca, and entered with alacrity upon the 

“Bv Mr Orme he IS called Jaffiei Khan, and by Mr Gladwin, 
and the translator of the Szcr al MuhtakJierccn, sometimes, Jaffier 
Khan, and other times Moorshud Cooly But as a second Jaffier 
Khan will appear m the pages of this History, I have thought it 
better to let him retain the title of Moorshud Cooly Khan 
throughout 

tA copy of the Dewan’s commission may be found in the Ap- 
pendix to the 3rd volume of Dow's History of Hindoostan, 
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business of fall Ho found that the cot atry wis 

^ rich and prxluctivo but that the pubHc 

A, D izoi j, ^ . L , I t 

revenoo had been absorbed in impro- 

j>er channels He therefore appointed his Own cnllrc 
tor to the different districts and in a short period 
ascertained that the revenue of Benijil ajtiountcd to 
one crorc (ten millions) of rupees. 

Dunng the superintendence oi former Dewans the 
greater part of Bengal Ind from the Idea of its being an 
unhealthy and unproductive country been mtde over to 
military jagferders * and only a small pr )port>on of It re 
mained under the Immediate control of the exchequ-r 
lu revenue therefore h id not even sufRced to pa> the 
Isnzim and military and cWil citablislimcnls m the 
conscq icnce of which monev was frcqu'*iitl> drawn fro n 
other Soubahs to Hqni lito the Icbts of Hengil The 
first act of Moorvhud C > >Iy H aothorit) was to request 
the emperor to cancel ill ih-* jagicrs of Hengal and to 
a^-n^n to the oTi ers I indi In O issa, and other districts 
wh*rc ih* h ind )f autti ritv aided by pru ate inllucncj 
and superintcodcnce vas required to enforce tlic cullcc 
tionv 

III* suggestions ivcrr readily atlcmlctl to and dl 
the as j^»nmcnts on lands except the stijicndi of ifit 
\izimutand Dewanv were Iran ferred to Ofiwj II) 
this means the u hole of the zcmin 1 irs or Uliidoo land 
h ililrrs were placed u idcr the iiniiic hale c>. ntr >1 of the 
iJc V in who b) his authorit) ciif >rcctl a ver) coninlcr 
luvciiur oflanJi helJ b/ .■>> ^omcct f oji u-c ciu o ix 
(cuocuUr vcivi ct. 
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able ribe on their rents, and thereby niuch augmented 
the revenue of the state. 

This conduct acquued for INIoorshudCooly Khan great 
celebrity at court , but the haughty spirit of the prince 

, A/eem Ooshan, could ill brook the 

A D 1702 . ,, 

constant interference, in all pecuniary 

transactions, of the Dewan, and his frequent opposition 
to his royal highness’ comm inds. Beside these causes, 
the prince was exceedingly jealous of the high favour 
in which Moorshud Cooly stood with the emperor , and 
the courtiers and favourites of the prince, wl ose, extra- 
vagance, or assumed po vers, were constantly controlled 
by the Dewan, fanned the flame, and added fuel to his 
already exasperated temper Azeem Ooshan was there- 
fore exceedingly anxious to get rid of his arrival, if it 
could be effected without risking the displeasure of the 
emperor 


As in the east there have been at all times found 
people ready to commit the most daring acts, or to 
perpetrate the most atrocious murders, when supported 
by the hand of power, or bribed by the temptation of 
wealth , an officer, named Abdal Vahid, commanding a 
long-established corps of horse, called Nukedy, who 
were entitled to their p ay monthly from the treasury, 
and therefore looked with contempt on the other troops 
paid by assignments on the zeminders, 
A 1702-3 — vvere, besides, noted for 

their insolende and contempt of all authority, — proposed 
to the prince to assassinate the Dewan, if he would en- 
sure to him, or to his heirs, a large sum of money The 
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offer havinff been accepted ^bdal Vahid ordered hi* 
men to \vaylay the Dewan the next tJrae he came to ray 
his respects to the prince. 

An opportunity soon after offered the Dewan who 
was never deficient m etiquette and respect to the vice* 
roy left his house one morning to pay his obeisance 
at the palace but before he had gotten half way his re 
tlnue was stopped In the street b> a large bod> of the 
Nukedy regiment who in a cUmorous manner de 
roanded their pay The Dewao who always went abroad 
well armed and was attended by a considerable num 
ber of armed foHowers Immediately jumped out of his 
palanquine and dra\ving his sword commanded his 
attendants to clear the road and drive those fellows 
away The Nukedles seeing his resolution and firm 
hess, shrunk back and allowed him to proceed un 
molested to the palace ♦ where as i'x>n as he entered 
he loudly accused the prince of being the author of this 
conspiracy He then scited himself in a rude and in 
decorous manner opposite to him and pulling his 
hand to his dagger said “lf>ou want my life here let 
us tr> the contest if otherwise take care that nothing 
of this 1 ind ever again occurs.** 

The prince alarmed by hh threats and dreading the 
bev ere justice of the emperor uas very much agitated 
and after protesting his mnoceneem the most sclrmn 
manner sent for Abdal Vahid andseverd) reprimand 
cd him for the flagitious conduct of his men threaten 

*7^11 buiI4jo» c4Jle<l ibt Poothtch is tuU ia cxntcoce aui 
It icbalHtcii by the cbicf ard serront at Dacca. 
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ing him with the severest marks of his displeasure if 
they were ever again guilty of such disorderly behaviour 
these excuses did not, however, satisfy the Dewaii , he 
proceeded immediately to the public hall of audience, 
and, having sent for Abdal Vahid, examined into 
the arrears due to the corps , and, after giving him an 
assignment, for the amount, on one of the 7emindars, 
discharged him and his regiment from the imperial 
service. 

Moorshud Cooly then returned home , and having 
drawn out a statement of all the circumstances, had it 
authenticated by the signatures of the public officers , 

. _ and forwarded it, with a representa- 

A D 1702-3 r , 

tion from himself, to the emperor 

After acting in so sfiirited and independent a manner, 
Moorshud Cooly deemed it unadvisable to remain in the 
^ same place with the prince , and having consulted 
with his friends on the most advantageous situation, 
he resolved to fix his residence at Mukhsoosabad, as 
being nearly in the centre of the province, and equally 
convenient for collecting the rev'*nues from all parts. 
Having decided on this measure, he left Dacca without 
taking leave of the viceroy and carrying with him all 
the public officers attached to the Dewany, proceeded 
to Mukhsoosabad , the name of which, in order to com- 
meqaorate this event, he some years afterwards changed 
to Moorshudabad , thus to hand down his own name 
to posterity.’ 

When the well-authenticated statement of the distur- 
bance at Dacca, and the attempt on the life of the 
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Dewan reached the emperor who was then In the 
Dckkan he lent an order to Azecm Ooshan, severely 
rcpnmanding him and threatening him that if the 
smalleit injury was offered cither to the person or to 
the property of Moorshud Cooly Khan he, although 
his grandchild should bo answerable for it. He fur 
ther commanded the prince Immediately to quit Ben 
gal and to fix his rendence In the province of Bchor 
Azeem Ooshan knew too well the arbitrary disposl 

. tion of his grandfather to attempt any 

A. D t7o> 

justltication of his conduct or to pro 
crastln.tc hli departure ho therefore appointed hii 
-ccond SOM Ferrokhserc under the superintendence of 
Sur BoJund KUan to be bis dcput> In Dacca and 
embarking with the remainder of bis family and all 
the publL ofiiceri on board the government boats 
proceeded to Rijemahel and took poiscision of Sultan 
Shujaas palace. The air of that place however nut 
agreeing with his family he sometime after removed 
at Patna the castio and fortification of uhicii ho rc 
paiicd and by pcnnisiioii of the emperor cliangcd the 
name of the city to \reemibad b> which appellation 
It is still distinguished b> all the followers of Muham 
nied 

It his been before stated tint on llic abrupt ter 
mination o( Sir William Norris cmbass> the emperor 
had Issued orders to scUc and confine every hurojicaii 
in hn domlnioni in consequence of uliich In the 
in vnth of hcbruar> 170 the whole id the h n,^H h ■ictl'c<l 
at i aina and UajcmaUel with all tiicir cilccts were 
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seized, to make good the damages done by* the 
pirates the amount of the property, however, proving 
inconsiderable, the Company’s servants were confined 
for fifty-one days in the public jail, but were afterwards 
liberated on their paiole On the 30th of March the 
order was extended to all the European factories , and 
the loss of the English Compaiy, on this occasion 
amounted to sixty-two thousand rupees In this month 
also, the Foujedar of Hoogly issued an order to 
seize all the Company’s effects at Calcutta , but the 
President, Mr Beard, having previous notice of his in- 
tentions, had so well prepared for his defence, that the 
Foujedar hesitated to attack the factory , and, by the 
private intervention of'the'prince, who durst not bpenly 
oppose the emperor’s commands, at length desisted 
from his intentions He, however, seized upon all the ‘ 
goods belonging to the Company which were coming 
down the river to Calcutta , but the spirited conduct 
of the English, on this occasion, by preventing any of 
the Moghul ships from passing down the river, obliged 
him to release the property. 

During the whole of this business, the prince Azeem 
Ooshan envinced the greatest moderation , and would 
not have earned into effect the orders of the emperor, 
had he not been goaded thereto by the imperial 
Dewan In the month of October, he sent oiders to 
liberate the company’s agents confined at Rajemahel, 
and directed that they should be permitted to proceed 
to Calcutta , shortly after which an order arrived from 
court to take off the embargo on trade On this occasion 
the Dewan relaxed in Ins seventy, and offeied freedom of 
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Aurungzebc* having given rise to many intrigucj for 
the succession to the empire Sultan Moliaramcd 
A-aznn who fur a short time governed Uengal and 
who although only the second surviving son of 
Auningxcbc, openly laid claim to the throne aiul 
was m fact the favourite and intended heir of his 
father being jealous of the great wcaltli posits cd 
by his nephew the prince Aiccm Ooshan and the 
power which the government of the eastern provinces 

A L threw Into his hands procured Ins 

Aieera Ooihan 

rc-cailed recall and that prince a few monins 

before the death ol the emperor 
having appointed hii own son 1 errokhsere to 
his representative in Hengal and Onssa and Srr 
Batund Khan to be deputy governor of Hchar proceed 
ed touards court. 

Although the connection between Azeem Ooslim 
and the history of Bengal terminals vvitli his dejnr 
lure from Patna yet as the fate of tint pnnee is nut 
recorded m any regular history of India it h pio 
turned that an account of it will not be con>idcrc(I as 
uninteresting in this place 

The emperor Aururtgzobc Aalumgccf dcpiAccl this 
life on the aSth nf />Uiad (l ih m:)iilh) of the 
>car of the Ilcjira iliS inhiscainp in the vii.mlt> 


* Thii mmirch s iiilc wa* pronol/ / /wi $ {t nper r 
of ihe S\otU) bui a he t» Imh r L la 1 u)^t ly 
ibtt appclUtioa be bare ai piic < ii j uiuncJ m ibu 
Hiitury 
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Death of Aurung- Ahmednagur * aged ninety-one 
zebe, Feb 2X, 1707 years and thirteen days, having ver- 
bally made a division of his empire 

amongst his three sons To the eldest, Mohammed 
Muazim, he assigned the Provinces of Cabul, Lahore, 
and Moultan , to the second, Mohammed Aazim 
(then called Aazim Shah,) he gave the central parts of 
Hindoostan , and to the younger, Kam Bukhsh, the 
provinces of the South, or Dekkan 


The day after the death of the emperor, his second 
son, Aazim Shah, entered the imperial camp, and took 
possession of the royal tents and trea- 

Aazim Shah 

mounts the throne sures , and, as soon as the funeral rites 


of Hindoostan 


were performed, he mounted the throne 


and gave audience to all the nobility, and officers 


of the army He confirmed all the ministers of the late 


reign in their appointfnents , and, shortly afterwards, 
commenced his march towards Dehly, in order to 


secure the capital against his elder brother 


The prince Azeem Ooshan, who had, by the em- 
peror’s orders, left his government of Bengal to pro- 
ceed to the jiresence, had taken the precaution to bring 
with him a considerable detachpaent of his best troops, 
and had reached the vicinity of Agra when he heard of 
his grandfather’s decease , upon which event, he 
marched, with all expedition, to secure that city 

for his father Mohammed Muazim, then known by the 
- ■— - 

• T^ken by General Wellesley diming the late Mahratta 
war. The emperor was buried there, close to the tomb of a 
Saint named Zienal Abedeen 
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title of Shah Aalura but the governor of the province 
of Agra, having united his daughter in marriage to the 
son of the pnnce Aazim Shah resolved to oppose him 
and m order to impede his progress sunk all the boats 
in the river Jumna, and erected batteries at the neigh 
bounng fords. His efforts were, however unavailing 
for Azeem Ooshan having marched some distance up 
the banks of the n\cr crossed it, and in a general 
engagement defeated and took the governor prisoner 
by which event, although he could not obtain posses- 
sion of the fort he became master of the province, 
through which all the contending armies must pass. 
A short time after this event, havnog obtained inlelli 
gence that a convoy with the year's revenue of Bengal 
amounting to one crore of rupees (i 3500004) was ad 
vancing towards Agra, he sent off a detachment of 
cavalry and suceeded In seizing it which drcumttance 
proved In the sequel of the greatest importance to the 
success of his father 

Azeem Ooshan having besides brought with him 
the immense sum of nearly eight crores of rup^cv» 
from Bengal immedlatcl> commenced levying troops 
and upon thearriv al of his father at Agra mustered 
before him 3 ooooucll mounted cavalr> t AUIiouph 
UaktrKlun the governor of the citadel of Agra had 

\ croie loo lies or loooovooa 
t It cnijr not b« uanecesury here to remark that ibt tokhcri 
under the naiiTt prtecci of fodo, fu/aivhed tbur c<m bortet and. 
a/m» and that a oombernfib m were alwajr* icaJ/ 10 joui tbc 
tUDdard cf anjr p rioa •hoevuM pay ibera 
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••efused to deliver it up to Azeem Ooshan, he did not 
hesitate a moment to send the keys to Shah Aalum, 
who, as the eldest son, he considered the legitimate 
heir to the empire. 

The possession of that fortress was of the utmost 
consequence to Shah Aalum , as it not only afforded 
him a place of refuge for his family, but contained the 
whole of Shah Jehan’s treasures, with warhk store of 
every kind by the means of which he speedily refit- 
ted his army, and advanced to meet his rival and 
brother, the prince Aazim Shah. 

The contending armies met on the plains of Jajoo, 
not many miles distant from Agra , and as the com- 
mand of the first line, which bore the burnt of the 
battle, was entrusted to Azeem Ooshan, much of the 
success of the day may be attributed to his exertions 

The result was. the total defeat of Aazim Shah's 
army, and the death of himself and 
fe?ts\it^brShw', his two sons, Bed ar Bukht and Vala 
June 1707 , ^nd Jah # This event occurred on the 

BehadSViah ii^h of the month of Rubby-al-Avul 
1119 

After this victory, Shah Aalum returned to Agra 
and assumed the title of Behadur Shah , and as a 
proof of his sense of the assistance he had received 

•These events are recorded m the Muntakhub al Lebab of 
Khafy iChan, the Sier Mutakhereen of Syed Ghoolam Hussein, 
and Memoirs of*the Moghul empiie, by Eradut Khan For the 
lafter work, which is the best, see Scolds History of the Dekkan, 
m which the desciiption of this battle will amuse every military 
reader. 


28' 
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from hi. son As«a, Ooshan re appointed hna sovemor 
Ai«m Ot>.I..a provinces of Bensal Bebar 

re-appoiDted gov and Onasa to wbjcb vvoa addeJ the 
^c^r^.tietKree province of Allahabad bat a. (be 


emperor was desirous of retaining him 
Dear his person during the war against hu own 
younger brother Kban Bukhsh he directed him to 
confirm aioorshud Coal> Jafficr Khan as his deputy in 
Bengal and Orissa and to appoint such persons as he 
moat esteemed to be his depunes in the other provinces. 
This circumstance enabled the pnnee handaoincI> to 
reward two noblemen who had been useful to him on 
vanouJ occasioQi and had partlcoJarly dutinguishcd 
themselves in the late cnfagemcnL These two per 
sons were brothers, and boasted the honour of bertig 
descended from the Arabian prophet To the eldest 
named Syed Abdullah Khan he gave the government 
of Allahabad and to the younger S>‘cd HuSscin \ly 
Khan that of Behar After these arrangements the 
pnnee constantly attended at court and b^v his abi 
lities and suavity of manners gained a grMl inilucncc 
over the mind of his father 


In the year U34 the emperor who was then at 
Lahore, was takca PI of a fever uhich 
^ affected his brain and rendered him 

totally incapable of business and as bis ddc t > >u 
ilouaddeen had for some time decline^ cOinin^ ti 
court, oti account of the preference wliicli hii falhrr 
gave to Azccra Ooihan all the affoiri of the cmi-.fr 
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Death of 
dur Shah. 


Bella 


were, for some time, transacted by the 
prince, which circumstance enabled 
him, upon the death of Behadur Shah, 
to take possession of the royal treasure, jewels, and 
artillery, and to mount the throne But having, by his 
pride and petulance, given ofTeiice to Zoolfecar Khan, 
tlie Ameer-al'Omrah, and other officers, they took part 
with his three brother^ “ 


At this time the whole of the imperial army was 

Coniesi b«»ccn cicamped in the vicinity of Lahore 
hia sons for the the emperor’s tents were upon one 
side of the river (Ravy), and those 
of A^eem Ooshan upon the opposite bank , but 
a constant communication was kept up between both, 
by means of boats and as soon as the emperor died, 
Azeem Ooshan took possession of the imperial tents. 
The ground of encampment of the three other princes 
was between the emperor’s tents and the town 


Had Azeem Ooshan acted with promptitude, and 
immediately attacked his brothers, he would have 
probably been successful , but hoping that the 
army, finding he was in possession of the treasure and 
artillery, would flock to his standard, he resolved to 
remain on the defensive , and gave orders to have his 
camp entrenched 


While Azeem Ooshan thus flattered himself with an 
easy conqyest, the three brothers, by the advice of the 
Ameer-ul-Omrah, drew several large pieces of artillery 


*Their names were, Moizaddeen, Jehan Shah, and Ruffia 
Ooshan. ^ 
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from the fort, and encamped their united forces in one 
line, maltmg the city their defence to tne rear 

In this situation affairs remained for four days , 
during which heavy cannonade was kept up on both 
sides but the advantage being manifestlv on the part 
of the three brothers and the troops of Arecra Oosban 
beginning to desert, he found it requisite to alter bis 
plan and on the fifth morning marched from his camp 
resolved to conquer or to die. 

As previous to this time most of the experienced 
generals had left nira the troops were drawp out without 
any proper arrangement the artillery were placed In 
sucha situation as to be perfectly useless and were not 
supported by any body of regular Uoops Kereem 
Addeen the eldest son of tbe prince who was the 
nominal commander of the lir.t line reimired In the 
fcscno with hia father and none of the officers knew 
to whom they should apply for orders. 

In the mean time the cncro> adianced slowly but 
in regular order towards \zccm Ooshan whose terofi 
cd troops began to disperse. The misguided, but 
truly bravo prince when ho saw his fortune thus ad 
verse (though ho might have saved himself b> quitting 
his elephant and mounting a licet horse which would 
carried him back to liengal 1 disdained tlic propoillion 
which had been suggested to him byr\mcen Addowich 
01,2 of bis attached fri-nds and continuing to 
advance although neatly abandoned b> all his troops 
his elephant driver was killed b> a muuiuct shot and 
the animal havnng bc-n severely wounded by a can 
non ball, became furious and, rushing to the steep 
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bank oftheRavy, precipitated himself and master into 
the stream Tlie dead body of the elephant was again 
oun ut no trace of the prince was ever discovered , 
and for a time it was hoped, by his friends, that he 
a escaped. Such is the account given, both in the 
iJier al Mutakhereen, and the Muntakhub al Lebab ; 

Azeem Ooshan Eradut Khan’s statement, the 

killed, body of A^eem Ooshan was found on 

^71— the field of battle, covered with 

Mnho j Tr ‘^^bvered to his brothers, 

marl Kereem, the eldest son of the prince, was 

e prisoner, and put to death by order of his uncle 
Moizaddeen. who had then assumed the title of Jehan- 
ar b ah. These events occurred in the end of Suffer 
(second month) of the year 1124. 

Such was the catastrophe of the unfortunate prince 

Azeem Ooshan, who for eleven years governed the 
provinces of Behar and Bengal with much tolerance 

which conduct, contrasted with 

that of his successor, places his character m a very fa- 
vourable point of v.e«r It .nay, however, be remarked, ' 
that the princes of the house of T.mour have evinced 

^ ^ of disposition not coriesponding 

with the Idea we have of Tart'ars , and, that the epithet 
of cruel despot” has not been applicable to any of 
a ami y for although Aurungzebe was a bigot, 
and persecuted the Hindoos, it may be doubted whe- 
er e was naturally of a cruel disposition at all 
events, his countrymen entirely acquit him on the 
score of the murder of his brothers, as an act of self- 
preservation and It has been justly observed, by a 
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native of India, “that prmces should not be judged of 
b> the rules of common life.'** 


\U\VAB MOORSHUD COOLY MUTIMC^V AL 
MOOLK ALA ADDOWLFH JAFFIER 
KrtA\ NRSEp:RY \ASIR JUVG 


Continoation of ibe hutory of Moonhofl Cool» Jafficr Khan- 
On fais rtrora to Qeogal ctuages the oxme of Mnkhsoosnhad 
to Moorsbadabid— The English obtam pcnniulnn to establish 
a factory at CoiSimbatar->Tbe Nu«rab appoiotj depoiv denes 
of Bengal and Omsa— Establishes a new system of polil? inih 
respect to the xeouodars— Takes the land ecttrcljr oat of their 
hands, and appoints bis own collectors of the re>enue— The 
Rajas of Bbeerbhoomaad Bisbenpore exempted fma these resu 
laiinos^The Raja of Tipperah and Coocb Bebar agree to pay 
tribate— The Nuwab revenges himself on Dherp ffarato one of 
lheinipcn.ll Canooojxxs — l remotes tbe son of the Hercaied— 
Represents to the emperor the tmpolicT of the Foujedar of Ifoosly 
being independent of bis luthontf— Ordered to appoint an offictr 
of his own to that oifice— Vominatcs Wul/ee Be„— The deposed 
Foojedar refo es to Ica\« behind his Peiihkar \ dupote tales 
pi ce— Zvn \ddcco is assisted by the French and notch— 
Tbe Nuwab servls a force, esder pilput S ni, to eitabll h hit 
officer — Ao accidental shot kills Olput btoi, — ^Tbe iniorgcuts 
dnre the Nawabs troops into the lowa, and ma ch otf towards 
U bly— The Nuwab, some lime after taVe^ rerengc on the I e sh 
lur— I e<luces the military csublishment —I r serves great dignity 
in bn court— Impartial la hts cotwloer but ( refers if e llitdoo as 
oven of baviotil— One of h » principal collccior i rocnnui <uu lo 


See Miru Abu Talcbs Travels 
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— Various instances of the Nuwab’s crueltv m enforcing the 
collections — Observes great regularity in remitting the revenues — 
Jealous of any interference with the subordinate appointments 
m Bengal — Shews great partiality to Sief Khan, Foujedar of 
Purneah— Neglects Aboo Turab, the Foujedar, of Bhoosnah, 
who IS in consequence murdered — The Nuwab inflicts 
•seiere punishment on the rebels — Account of the prince 
Ferrokhs“re — Applies to the Nuwab for assistance — is refused — 
quits Moors hudabad, and proceeds to Patna — His cause espoused 
by Syed, Hussein Aly, the governor of Behar, who writes to 
Abdullah Khan, governor of Allahabad, and prevails upon him 
to join m the rebellion — Abdullah, m consequence, seizes upo i 
the year’s collections of Bengal, and levies troops — The emperor 
supersedes Abdullah, and sends an army to disposses him — The 
troops of Abdullah attack and defeat the royal army — Ferrokhsere 
marches from Patna, and]arnves at Allahabad, where he musters 
his army — Advances to Cudgwa — defeats the royal army — pro- 
ceeds towards Agra — engages the imperial forces commanded by 
the emperor in person — Hussein Aly Khan severely wonnded in 
the engagement — Jehandar Shah escapes to Dehly — is seizsd and 
confined by Assud ad Dowlah, the Vizier— Ferrokhsere pro- 
claimed emperor — proceeds to Dehly- causes Jehdndar Shah 
to be put to death — takes possession of the kingdom — 
Affairs of Bengal resumed — Rasheed Khan, a favourite 
of the prince, attempts to seize on the province of 
Bengal — Moorshud Cooly opposes, defeats, and kills Rasheed 
Khan — Confirmed in his government — Appoints his grandson 
deputy Dewan of Bengal — Sets aside the Privileges of the 
Rnghsh — They send an embassy to Dehly, to complain of^his 
conduct — Proceedings of the embassy — Obtains various firmans 
from the emperor — ■'Returns to Calcutta — The Nuwab refuses 
to comply with some of the articles of the emperor’s firman, and 
disputes with the English on the meaning of some of the other 
•clauses — The English affairs prosperous — The Nuwab obtains 
the government of Behar, m addition to that of Bengal and 
Orissa — Death of Ferrokhsere — Moorshud Cooly confirmed in 
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bi» yoTcrnment by the emperor Mbhimmed Shah— Two ot the 
i^raindar* of Bengal raiic an imurrection — arc teued and coo 
fi'Vfd for life — Anecdote! of the tcrenty of Moor»hod CooV 
Khan — Hfs jtutice:, religKyi charitr poihrCy loyalty abstominaS' 
oeu, learning impartiality — Specimen of Mohammedan bigotry 
—The Nnwab ord ra hie tomb to bo built — Eadea^oori to 
secore the succauton for bii grandson Ser Afnz Khan — 
Opposed by his son in-Uw and the Ameer al^Omrab Khan 
Oowran — The N ivtbapp-nnu hit grandson bis heir and incces 
SOT— Dies — HU sofl m4a* Shujaa Addeen Khan, takes posses 
sK>n of the gosanuBcnt 

It \ras thooght proper m the foregoing chapter 
not to interrupt the narrative of cvenu but to accom 
pan) the prince Axeem Ooshan to the end of Ins career 
— Wc now return to the alTatra of Bengal 

It has been menttonetl, m page 406 that Moorshuti 
Gx)ly Khan the Devan having waited upon the 
A. D I'M emperor Aurungzebe at hti cimp 

in the Dckkan had been most gracious 
ly received by that tn march and In reward for Ids 
services had been rc appointed Dcnran of Bengal and 
Orissa, in his oivn right and Deputy Vazim or j^nver 
nor of the two provinces on the part of the prince 
Azeem Ooshan. He was also honoured with tlio lofty 
titles of Nuwab Mo'^rshud Cooly \I itiinun al 
Moolk, Ala Addowalch Jafficr Khan Nciccry Najlr 
June 

The first act of the Nuwab on his rctuwi to Bengal 
was to change the name of the cil> of Mukhvootabad 
to Moorshudabad and by cslablbhln;, in it the mint 
and by erecting a jutace and ether public uiTicc^ 
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of government, to render it the capital of the 
province. 

We accordingly find, t;hat, in the year in 8, the 
English Easc-India Company was induced to pay 

D 1706 25.000 rupees, for permission to 

establish a factory at Cossimbazar, 
in the vicinity of the new city, for the convenience 
of having the bullion, which they sent from Europe, 
coined into rupees at the mint. 

In this year, also, the departure of the prince 
Azeem Ooshan from Behar threw the whole of the 
authority into the hands of the Nuwab, and gave 
him the unlimited control over the three provinces 
for although the prince appointed his son Ferrokhsere 
(afterwards emperor), to be his representative m 
Bengal, it does not appear that he was authorized to 
do so by the emperor , and the Dewan paid little 
attention to his nomination. 

When, after the succession of Behadur Shah, he 
was confirmed in the appointment of deputy Nazim, 
by which the offices of Dewan and Nazim, (which 
from the reign of Akbar had been separated) were 
now, by the absence of the prince, united in bis 
person, he appointed Syed Ikram Khan to be his 
deputy Dewan over the province of Bengal , and 
his son-in-law, Shujaa Addeen Mohammed Khan, to 
be his deputy Dewan in Orissa he at the same time 
appointed Bbooput Roy, and Keisor Roy, two Brahmans, 
probably relations of his own, to confidential situations, 
^ the first, secretary to the treasury , and the latter 
his private secretary. He also annexed the district 
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bu fforeratnefll bj th« emperor Mohammed Shah — Ttro of the 
z mindart of Beogo) r»ite an Innirrection— 'are aeized and con 
fined for life— \necdotei of the aereriiy of Mooiahod Coot» 
Khan — Hu J^udce, rtlig'on, chantr police, loTalty abstemimu 
ceu, learn og \cnnartulidf — Speamcn of Mohammedan bigotry 
— The Nuwab order* hU tomb to be built — Eadeai.our» to 
seatre the succetaion for hi* grandson Ser Afmz Khan — 
Opposed by bis son in-Uw and the Ameer al'Om rah Khan 
Doirraa-^Tbe N iwtb app-Hott hit grandson hts bar and sncces 
sor— Diet — Hisso»*in4a» ShujaaAddeen Khan, takes posses 
sioo of tbc gov'cminent 


It was thought proper m the foregoing chapter 
not to interrupt the narrative of events but to accom 
pan> the prince Azeem Ooshan to the end of his career 
—We now return to the aHairs of Bengal 

It has been mentionetl, in page 406 that Moorshud 
Cool/ Khan the De van having niited upon the 
A. D i-oj 4 emperor \urungicbc at his camp 
m the Dekkaii had been most gracioui 
ly received by thatm^iiorch and in reward for bis 
scrv-iccs had been re appointed Dewan of Bengal md 
Orissa in hts owm right and Deput) Nailmorgovcr 
nor of the two provinces on the part of the prince 
Arccm Ooshan. ilc was ilsss honoured with the lofty 
titles of Nuwab Mo^srshuJ Cool> M ilimun al 
'loollc, ALa zVddowalch Jaflicr Khan Nc^ccry \a ir 
June 

The first act of the Nuwab on his return to Bengal 
ua* to change the name of the cit> of MuUh^oosalwd 
to 'foorshudabad and by establishing In it the mint 
and b> crcwlinc, a [ulacc and other public 
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of government, to render it the capital of the 

province. 

We accordingly find, l;hat, in the year 1118, the 
English East-India Company was induced to pay 

him 25.000 rupees, for permission to 

establish a factory at Cossimbazar, 

in the vicinity of the new city, for the convenience 
of having the bullion, which they sent from Europe, 
coined into rupees at the mint. 

In this year, also, the departure of the prince 
Azeem Ooshan from Behar threw the whole of the 
authority into the hands of the Nuwab, and gave 
him the unlimited control over the three provinces 
for although the prince appointed his son Ferrckhsere 
(afterwards emperor), to be his representative m 
Bengal, it does not appear that he was authorized to 
do so by the emperor , and the Dewan paid little 
attention to his nomination. 

When, ajter the succession of Behadur Shah, he 
was confirmed in the appointment of deputy Nazim, 
by which the offices of Dewan and Nazira, (which 
from the reign of Akbar had been separated) were 
now, by the absence of the prince, united in bis 
person, he appointed Syed Ikrara Khan to be his 
deputy Dewan over -the province of Bengal, and 
his son-in-law, Shujaa Addeen Mohammed Khan, to 
be his deputy Dewan in Orissa he at the same time 
. appointed Bhooput Roy, and Keisor Roy, two Brahmans, 
\probably relations of his own, to confidential situations, 
^vhe first, secretary to the treasury , and the latter 
his private secretary. He also annexed the district 
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of "Midnaporc to Bengal although it had aUvays 
before constituted a part of Onsia. 

He now commenced to put In practice a system 
of the greatest oppression upon the zemindars or 
Hindoo landholders which although it much augment 
ed the revenue of the stale rendered his name dreaded 
and detested tliroughout the provinces. </> 

la order to make a full investigation of the value 
of the lands he placed the principal zemmdars m 
close confinement^ and gave the collection into the 
hands of expert Aumils or collectors who received 
the assessments from the farmers and paid the amount 
A D 1707 5. public treasur) He also 

ordered the whole of the linds to 
be remeasured ind having ascertained the quantity 
of fallow and waste ground belonging to every village 
he caused a considerable proportion of it to be 
brought into cultivation for which purpose the 
collectors uexe authorized to make adv'ances of money 
Ij the lower order of husbandmen to purchase stock 
and to reimburse themselves by a certain portion of 
tlic proriucc. 

U hell he had thus entirely dispossessed the zemtn 
stars of all mlcrfcrcnce in the collection he assign 
ctl to them an allowance, cither in land or money 
for the subsutence of their famiHcs called njftXjr to 
ulilch was added the pnvdiege ofUuniln, of cullin' 
ujKxJ in the fjrcsti and of mhlng in the. Ukci and 
circri ih^se immunillc* arc called r#* ind ya/tar » 

TMtttrf^l 0/ these duc« wrJt 11 ihc Imji sCiS 

•rV LttiJ, w^ier 
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The only persons who were exempted /from these 
despotic regulations were the zemindars of Bheerbhoom 
and Bishenpore The first was a popular and virtuous 
character, named Assud Allah, an Afghan Chief, who, 
with his followers, undertook to defend this teiritory 
against the wild mountaineers of Jarcund This person 
dedicated half his income to charitable purposes, either 
in supporting the religious and learned, or m relieving 
the distresses of the poor and needy he was bes'des 
attentive to all the duties of his religion, and deviated 
not from the ordinances of the law To have attacked 
such a character would have exposed the Nuwab to 
great opprobrium, and would have incited against him 
the popular clamour , and possibly would have injured 
him in the esteem of every devout Mussulman. 

The other^’zemindar owed his security to the nature 
pf his country, which was full of woods, and adjoining 
to the mountains of Jarcund, whither, upon any inva- 
sion of the district, he retired to places inaccessible to 
his pursuer*^, and annoyed them severely m their re- 
treat the country was besides unproductive and the 
expenses of collection, and of maintaining it, would 
have exceeded the amount of the revenue 

These two zemindars, therefore, having refused the 
summons to attend at the court of Mooshrudabad, were 
permitted to remain on their_own estates, on condition 
of regularly remitting their assessment, through an 
agent stationed at Moorshudabad. 

The Rajas of Tipp^rah, Cooch Behar, and Assam, 
whose countries, although they had been overrun by 
the Mohammedan arms, had never been perfectly sub- 
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cmolumunls ol people in office uhich rendered him 
%cry unpopular and gave the Nuwab an opportunity 
of accusing him of raaWerjation in his office and 
under pretence of scnitimiiiig his ac-'ounts he kept 
him in close confinement and deprived him of all the 
enjoyments of life which se\erlty so affected the 
licallh and spirit of Dhero Marain that lie fell into a 
dc>.linc and in a short lime died. But as the Nuwab 
was suspected of having accelerated the fate of his 
prisoner he attempted to efface that impression by hia 
kindness to the son of the deceased Hr whom he 
obtained frera the emperor his fathers office of 
CanounijOc, ivith an addition of one fourth oi the eino 
luincnts of the other Caiioungoe who in consequence 
of his having signed Moorsbud Cool) s accounts 
when UUerp Naratn refused his signature, expected to 
luve had his salar> increased Instead of being 
diminuihcd « 

hor some jears prevnous to the accession of Mo )r 
httd Cooly to the Devvanship of Bengal the office of 
1 oujctlar or governor of the port of lloogl) had been 
ren Icrcd independent both of the Dewan and of the 
Nazim of the province but as soon as he had united 
l>olh oiiKci in his own person he repre ented to the cm 
j rjf iJ mduf^uh tne 4b>urd p jiicy of an 
til ft tn or mi vw 1 authurit) m i,ovcnimciU aid 
roJuc^tcd Uui the governor of Hoogl) mi h) be subject 
ol to hi > orders and rendered accountable to him fjr 
hiiconiacw The emp rorimmcdlatcl) au the forc'* if 
1*1 ^i^ument , arJ Moorjhud Cool) was permitted 



sccr \1 ] MOOKbllUD COOIA J Ml ILR ICIIAN ^-’5 

lo appoint an officer in his own confidence to the 
superintendence of that town 

The person whom he selected for thi:? purpose was a 
iMoghul, named Wullee Beg, upon whose ariival at 
Hoogly, Zyn Addeen, the depo-^ed Foujedai, encamped, 
with his retinue and dependants, outside ol the town, 
intending, as soon as he had delivered over the chaige of 
his office, to proceed quietly to court but Wullee Beg, 
having demanded that Kmker Sein, the Peishkai oi head 
clerk, should remain behind till the accounts were ex- 
amined, the late Foujedar resisted the demand , and 
both parties appealed to arms Zyn Addeen, having 
ingratiated himself with the Dutch at Chmsuia, and the 
French at Chandernagore, was supported by them , 
and Wullee Beg, having applied for succour to the 
Nuwab, was in a short time reinforced by a considerable 
detachment, both of infantry and cavalry, under the 
command of a Hindoo officer, named Dilput Sing 
Both parties encamped m the vicinity of Chander- 
nagore, and threw up entrenchments m front of their 
camps, which were distant a mile from each other , and 
although the Nuwab had, on the commencement of the 
aisturbance, sent positive orders to all the European 
settlements not to interfere in the quarrel, nevertheless, 
both the French and Dutch continued to , assist Zyn 
Addeen, and suplied him with an excellent tram of 
artillery 

After a considerable time had elapsed m this state 
of inactivity, and each party was endeavouring to cir- 
cumvent the other by stratagem, the deposed gover- 
nor sent an agent to Dilput Sing, the Nuwab’s general, 
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to negodate terms of peace and previous to bis de 
puturc a<i a mark of his special favour he threw over 
the shoulders of the agent a large scarlet shawl which 
rendered him \ery conspicuous at a distance. 

It happened that when the agent entered the oppo- 
site camp Dilput Sing ivas employed in viewing the 
ramparts of his entrenchment and directed that the 
agent might be brought thither He accordingly 
came and while they tvTO were stariding conicrsmg 
on the top of the rampart a French gunner discharged 
a cannon from one of the ad\anced batteries the b.*ill 
of which struck Dilput bmg and tore him to pieces 
without injunni, the agent m the smallest degree. 

Although the circumstance was probably accidental 
It was considered as premeditated much merit 
assigned to the author of the contrivance, and a hand 
some reuard guen to the European lor his dexterity 
Whether inter tionai or accidenial it had the effect 
however ol throwing the \uwab sarmy into great con 
fusion of which 7) n Add^xn taking advantage, attack 
cd and drove them mto the town of Hoogl> after 
wnich he quictl> and ulmnlestcd proceeded with hii 
deputy and rcUnue to Dch1> where be died a short 
lime after his arrival without any notice having been 
taken b> the ministers of the transaclUon. 

After the death of his patron KInkcr Scin 
returned from Dchi> to Moorshudabad and, 
without b<tra)ing an> 9i,,ns of fear wailed ujion 
th- Savab wh) with hit uiual pollc> appirent 
ly f-)fi,avc him and aopcinted him collector of the 
revenue of the ditln i of Iloo' I) bat at Uio end of the 
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year, when he came to settle his accounts at Moorshuda- 
bad, confined him, on pretence of malversation, and 
ordered him to be fed' on buffaloe’s milk mixed with salt, 
which occasioning a disorder m his bowels, he in a 
short time died 

Moorshud Cooly Khan continued to make the col- 
lections through his Aumils, by displacing the zemin- 
dars , with a few exceptions, where he found the latter 
worthy of trust and confidence. He admitted no 
charges for troops, but those paid and mustered by 
himself. Two thousand cavalry, and four thousand 
infantry, under the command of Nazir Ahmed, who 
had been originally a private soldier, were found suffi- 
cient to enforce the payment of all the revenues of 
Bengal for so severe were his regulations, and such 
the dread of his power and resolution, that his com- 
mands were implicitly obeyed , and it was sufficient 
for him to send a single messenger, to sequester a 
zemindary, or to seize on a culprit at the greatest 
distance 

Such were the respect and digmty"kept up by the 
governor at his court, that, in his presence, no person 
was allowed to salute or speak to another, nor were 
any of his officers or Rajas allowed to sit before 
him 

He prohibited the zemindars, and other Hindoos of 
opulence, from riding in palanquins, obliging them to 
make use of an inferior kind of conveyance, called a 
Dooly, or' Chowpaleh. Whoever deviated, in the 
smallest degree, from his general regulations, was cer- 
tain to expeiience the effects 01 his resentment 
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In the afTairs of the government he shewed favour 
to no one anc^ always rewarded merit wherever he 
found It He craplo>cd none but Bengali/ Hindoos 
in the coili-ciion of the revenues because they were 
most easily como^ led by threats or punbhmcnt to 
di co^e their malpractices and their confederates and 
theJr pusinanimit> secured him from any iniurrectiori 
or combiintlon against the state. In the few in tan 
CCS in which he t lund that they bad defraudeo him 
or had made away with the revenue and were unable 
to make good the deficicnc> he compelled the olTen 
der with his wife and children to b-comc Mobam 
medans. 

Rsja Oudynarain whose family had long 
enjojed the rcmindory of the dblncl of lcije>>hahj 
was so di tingui>hcd by his abilities and ap 
1 Iicatun that the \uwab entruitueJ him with tlie 
up^fintcndcncc if the greater portion of the colie., 
tom and placed under hii orders Ghohum Moliam 
med JcinmaJar with tar > hun Ircd )or.>c wliii in a 
ii (t tune tx.camc a great favourite of his principal 
bat in cons ({uence of his pay tiav!iv„ been kept bicL 
for mail) months the Jcmmad.»r s people mutinied and 
the Nu IT lb without inquiriiii, minutel) into the milter 
Of Icjc 1 4 cIm cn dc a hm nl to quell the duturbincc. 
\ cjniUct emuej in Ih- viemit} ui the RaJ4shou^e in 
Inch the Jc nm idar wai an 1 many ol Ins j>c Jpl'* 

put lodcallt Tijii circam (uj c so hurt ami termed 
OaJ)jurnn that h- pot an ci d to hn oan cMvtoncc. 

Tic ccnni lar) if 1 jcshihy was in c ini-'qu-n^.e 
Jrom fa 1 anj conf..rrcd ou Ivatnjc 
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wun and Kanoo Kenoor, two zemindars who resided on 
the eastern side of the river, in consideration of their 
having been more punctual m the payment of their 
rents than the other zemindars of Bengal. 

The Nuwab, however, never placed confidence in any 
man ; he himself examined the accounts of the ex- 
chequer every day , and if he discovered any of the zemin- 
dars, or others, remiss in their payment, he placed either 
the principal or his agent in arrest, with a guard over 
him, to prevent his either eating or drinking till the 
business was settled and, in order to prevent the 
guards from being bribed, or negligent in their duty, he 
placed spies over them, who informed him of the small- 
est deviation from his orders. 

A principal instrument of the Nuwab’s seventy was 
Nazir Ahmed, to whom, when a district was in arrear, 
he used to deliver over the captive zemindar, to be tor- 
mented by every species of cruelty , as hanging up by 
feet , bastinadoing , setting them m the sun in sum- 
mer , and by stripping them naked, sprinkling them 
frequently with cold water in winter 

But all these acts of severity were but trifles, compar- 
ed with the wanton and cruel conduct of Syed Reza 
Khan, who was married to Nuffisah Begum, the grand- 
daughter of the Nuwab, and who, upon the death of Syed 
Ikram Khan, had been appointed deputy Dewan of the 
province In order to enforce the payment of the re- 
venues, he ordered a pond to be dug, which was filled with 
every thing disgusting , and the stench of which was so 
offensive, as nearly to suffocate whoever approached it 
to this shocking place, in contempt of the Hindoos, he 
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gave the name of BtiJscont which, in their language 
means ParMitse and after the zemindars had under 
gone the usuai punishments, if their rent wus not forth 
coming he caused them to be dravm by a rope bed 
under the arms, through this infernal pond He is also 
stated to have compelled them to put on loose trowsers, 
into which wxre introduced lue cats. By such cruel 
and horrid methods be extroted from the unbapp) 
emindarscvery thing they possessed and made them 
wcarj of their Hv*cs. 

The collections ofthe preceding year werealwayscom 
pleted by the end of Cheyt (the first month ofthe new 
)ear) and in the beginning ofBysack(the second 
month) the Nuwab generally despatched to Dchly the 
ro>al revenue amounting from one crore and thirty 
lacs to one crore and fift> lacs of rupees. ( l 500000^ ) 
the greater part in specie. The boxes of treasure were 
laden upon t*fo hundred or more carts drawn by bul 
locks and escorted by a guard of 300 c*i\-ilr> and 5CXD 
infantry accompanied by one of the sub Ucasmexi. 
\long with rcvxnue he sent as presents to the emperor 
and ministers 3 number of elephants Hill horses an 
Iclopcs hawks shields made of rhinoceros hides swonl 
blades S>lhcl mars, filigree work of gold and silver 
\ rou^ht Ivor) Dacca muslmi and Cosslmbarar silks 
al o a number of Luropcan articles procured at the 
fo>al pcit of Hooglj 

The Nuwab attended by his principal, cfheers ac 
ccioipanicd the convy> some miles from Moorshudabad 
a^’linord r to taxo oif an> further reap jniibtlitv from 
lim^lf mdcp ndent of hi>OAndcipatchci to the Vi I r 
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he had the e\ent recorded in tlie royal Ga/ette^, by 
which all the governors on the route were apprized of 
the circumstance, and were obliged, by the regiilationb, 
to have carts and an escort ready to forward the trea- 
sure to the captial , — those of Bengal being relieved at 
Patna, and those of the latter place at Allahabad , the 
convoy, and its value, frequently increasing as it went 
on, by the collections of each province. 

By such conduct, Moorshud Cooly Khan conciliated 
the favour of the minister and of the emperor , and the 
appointments in Bengal were made chiefly at his recom- 
mendation but if, through any other interest, a per 
son procured the nomination to an office in that pro- 
vince, every means was taken to thwart him, and to ren- 
der his situation so unpleasant,' as to induce him quick- 
ly to resign it In proof of the former fact, it is stated, 
that Sief Khan, the grandson of the celebrated Am} r 
Khan, having been appointed to Bengal a: 
the recommendation of the governor, was, upo^ zSb 
arrival, received m the most gracious rnan'.te-. t.- 
appointed Foujedar of Purneah, with 
over that district, and with permission tv '"V 

the Raja of Morung as much territory ao 1; s 
without any increase of revenue to a 

said, that the Nuwab offered h'rn 'A 
Nufifibah Begum, m marriage; v^: vat Arf Avar, 
being of an illustrious family, ' oooorcilcr. 

and she was therefore united to b ao Aeza, 

Shortly after Sief Kbao oao v, 

office, he expelled Beer ioa toe xevb var of Ber ' * 
who ventured to opoo^ v, " 
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soned all the other zemindars of Pumcih and collected 
annually from that dUtnct cight^'cn lacs of rupees the 
surplus of which above the former revenue of ten or 
clci.*cn lacs he appropriated to his own use. He also 
considerably extended his boundar) b\ bringing into 
cultivation certain wastelands lying bet veen Purncih 
and Slorung as nculr il ground butte which the Kaji 
of Morung intiraidaltd b> bief Khans power gave up 
bis claim. 

All these arcamitances were well known to the 
^»uwab )ct having a friendship for Sief Khan 

he did not interfere but annually invited him to spend 
some time with him at Moorshudabad where he usedi 
to rally his guest on the peculiarities in his character 
poxticularly on his mode of paving his troops which 
was by giving half the amount in goods either plun 
dered sequestered or purchased at a cheap rate and 
the remainder in money also for his manner of re 
warding his compaoions and favourites by giving them 
hij cost off concubines on which account he conferred 
on him the title of ^cn Bukhsli //u b(sl<tu.er if 
u 

In evidence of the other assertion it is related that 
a (KrsoQ of an illustrious family named b>cd Abt^ 
Turab bavin^, thrush the liitcrc- 1 of one of the 
\ tilers obtained the oiTicc of houjedar of Hhoosnah in 
Penpal adji ent to which resided a rcfraclorv zcmin 
dar named Sittaram who kept m Ins |My a band «f 
rubbers with whom he Uicd to Infc I the roads and 

Zxt ll Uab “belli erf.f^o.J It a couituen ('clLiuja fur 
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plunder the boats on the rivers, and even carry off the 
cattle from the villages, setting at defiance the power 
■of the Foujedar , — to extirpate this public depredator, 
Aboo Turab applied for assistance to the Nuwab, 
but, instead of affording him the required aid, he was 
supposed, in an underhand manner, to countenance 
and encourage Sittaram 

At length the Foujedar, finding he had nothing to 
■expect from the governor, took into his own pay an 
Afghan officer, named Peer Khan, with 200 of his 
followers, well mounted and armed, and sent him to 
beat up the quarters of the depredator , but Sittaram, 
having intelligence of the circumstance moved to 
another part of the country, where by chance he fell 
in with the Foujedar, who was amusing himself in 
hunting, and attended by a very small escort The 
■robbers immediately attacked the Foujedar and his 
party, and, before their Chief came up, killed Aboo 
Turab. When Sittaram found that it was the Fouje,- 
der he had slam, he much regretted the circumstance, 
and told his followers that the Nuwab would certainly 
revenge the insult offered to his government, by flaying 
them alive, and by desolating the pergunneh of Mah- 
raoodabad he then respectfully delivered the body 
to the Foujedar’s attendants, who carried it to-Bhoos- 
nah, and interred it m the the vicinity of that town. 

When the Nuwab received intelligence of the 
murder of *Aboo Turab, he was greatly alarmed, 
being apprehensive of having incurred the displeasure 
of the emperor by his neglect of so respectable 
pefs^on , ^and whom he knew had many friends 
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the court who would not fad to reprcient the state 
of the case. He therefore appointed Bukhsh Aly 
Khan to succeed the deceased and sent with him a consi 
dcrablc force with instructions to scitc Sittaram and 
all his pirt) Orders were also issued to ail t^c 
ncighbounntj zemindars to x sist in seizing the oflen 
dar and they were informed that if he was allowed 
to make his escape through an> of their districts they 
should be expelled from their lands and suffer other 
£riIc\*ous punishments. These orders had an instanta 
neous effect the zemindars raised ptxsse comt 
titus and hemmed the robbers m on e%cry side until 
Jiukhih Aly Khan arrived who seized Sittaram hi** 
women children and accomplices* and sent them m 
irons to Moorshudabad where Sittaram and the rubbers 
were Impaled alive and the wom-n and children sold 
as slaves These proceedings were entered In the pub 
lie records and the governor wrote a particular repre 
scntation of all the circumstances to the emperor 
placing his own conduct in the most favourable point 

of MCU 


hfom the disgusting detail of such transactions wc 
now turn to a more d«;,nincd subject. 

In Ihc history of the prince Azeem Ooshan it was 
A.ro«i.ir.f ih, “Pon 111 bcmK jummnncJ 

H nee to court In the >ear of the llcjira 

111*1 he left his second son Ferrokh 


'cre to be his agent in Bengal and Onisa. That 
prm c continued to lolde for some lime at Dacca 
tjl .*UcT the d mi»e of Aurungrebe and the actci ion 
cl uii ranJfathcr U-haJur bbah, to the throne, V H 
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n r9, iio romovci' to Mivorihudahaci, and took up hit. 
rcMcluncc at the palace cillecl the Lill B.iqf, >n that citv, 
wiiere he lived uo'in it.nas of mucli cordiality with 
M<>or^hud Cooly I\h la, not interferin'^ at all witli the 
t(o\ernment, tin whole management of which had been 
placul bv Buhadur ^)nah\ ciesire, in the hands of the 
Xuwab 

Upon the r’eath of Behadur Shah, and the accession 
. _ of the worthieis jehandar Shah, A. 11. 

112}, the prince applied to i\Ioor'ihud 
Cool} Khan to assut him m aven'^m^ the death of his 
father, and m his view-, upon the empire but het 
Nuwab po'.itivelv refu-,ed him, declarmt^ that no con- 
sideration 'ihould m.ilce him depart from his duty to 
Jehandar Shah, whom he now considered as hit. lawful 
soverei'^n , but in a friendly manner advised the prince 
immediately to quit Moorshudabad, lest an order should 
arrive for his beim^ seized and sent prisoner to Dehly 
Ferrokhserc did not press the Nuwab any further, 
but, settinj^ out with his family and a few attendants, 
took the route of Patna, hoping to obtain some assist- 
ance from Syed Hussein Aly Khan, who had been 
appointed governor of Behar by his father and on 
his way was joined by a few of the adherents of his 
family, from Dacca. 

Upon his arrival at Patna, instead of entering the 
citv, he took up his residence m a caravanserai, near 
Jaffier Khan’s gardens , whence he sent a respectful 
and doleful message to- Hussein Aly, stating his de- 

#See page 412. 
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plorablc situation reminding him of the favours con 
ferred on him by Azeem Ooshan and entreating him 
to protect and support him 

The governor was much alarmed and distressed bv 
this message he was bound by every tieof gratitude, to 
the family of Azeem Ooihan but dreaded the power 
of Jehandar bhah u ho seemed to be supported by the 
pnncipal nobilitv and securely fixed on the throne. 
He therefore returned a polite but cold answer to Fer 
rohkjcre expressive of Ins rcspicct for the memory of 
the pnnees father but lamenting his Inability to be 
of any crvicc to him and conjuring him to dejiart 
from lichar immediately othcrvvLvc he should be under 
the necessity of seizing him conformably to the orders 
which he received from court The prln c, however 
not discouraged by this refusal ogam solicited that 
If he could not aisUt him he would at least favour 
him with a visit andadvucehlm how he should act In 
the critical situation m which be was placed 

Husvan Al> Khan could not refuse such a request 
from the son of his patron he thcrcfjrc went private 
l> to pay his respects to the prince and was intro 
duced Intel the same lent where the females of the 
familv were and who were only concealed from view 
by a 'crccn. He was received by the jinnee In the 
mevt gr^ioui and c nciltating manner jios Iblc, ind 
clothed in one of his hlj.hnciv >uj>crb dresses after 
which they entered Into a lorj, conver at! m on the 
stale of public alTairs tit which I crrokli>crc reprcscnl 
rl th.»i the fate of his elder br ilhcr and the other 
jitrccs wloludLctn pul to dead) tn culd blood >ub- 
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sequent to the battle at Lahore, convinced him that 
he had nothing to expect frqm his uncle Jehandar Shah, 
but death, or lingering and wretched imprisonment 
he therefore conjured Hussein Aly to support his cause , 
and if they succeeded, he should share the empire with 
him The governoiJ^till remaining unmoved by these 
entreaties, Mileki Zeman, the daughter of the prince, 
who had been tutored for the occasion, came from 
behind the screen, and falling at his feet, besought him 
to have compassion on her father and his wretched fami- 
ly she reminded him of the obligations he was under 
to her grandfather, and called on him, in the name of 
his ancestor, the piophet Mohammed, who had com- 
manded his followers “ never to forget benefits conferr- 
ed,” not to forsake them in their distress , and desired 
him to reflect on what posterity would say of his ingra- 
titude and unmanly conduct, should he now abandon 
them, and, without an extertion, let them fall into the 
hands of their enemies Before she had finished her 
speech, she was joined by the widow of Azeem Ooshan 
whilst the other ladies, from behind the curtain, com- 
bined their entreaties to prevail upon him , and from 
sobs and tears proceeded to screams and lamentations. 
The governor could no longer resist such a scene , and, 
yielding to their supplications, said, “all I have to offer 


*The daughter of the prince being a child, and his mother ad- 
var'ced in years, their appearing before a stranger, and. especially 
a Syed, was not considered as any great departure from etiquette 
Had the other ladies come forward, it would have been considered 
ai derogating from the pnnce’s honour, which even the e\isiing 
circumstances would not have warranted 
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is ra> liic and I now devote It to your service. The 
pnncc then presented him hn own sword and swore 
never to pro^e ungrateful for his kindness. The go- 
\crnor immediately after returned home, and wrote 
all the circumstances to his cider brother 3ycd Abdul 
lah khan the governor of Allahabad who also owed 
bis election to Azeem Ooshan • 

The following dai the pnncc Fcrrokhserc was in 
troduced into Patna nith great pomp and upon his 
alighting at the palace was placed b> the governor on 
the musnud and saluted as emperor of Hindoostan 
a proclamation was also issued and letters written to 
vanous parts of the country inviting all officers and 
soldiers to join his majesty s standard 

When S)ed Abdullah khan received his brothers 
letter he was ov*efwhelmed with astonishment for 
bes des the perils in which the> were thus plunged 
their wives and children were at Dchl> and consc 
qucntl) in the po^cr of their enemies but such was 
his a/Tection for his brothc'^ that he resolved to run 
all risks and to nse or fall with him He thcrefure 
commenced making military preparations and as the 
convo> wiiT the years ollecllun of Ilcngil had 
ju*t arrived at AlUhahad under the charr,c of bhujaa 
\ ide-n khan the son In law of the Nuuab of Hciual 
he sciicd the treasure for Pcrrokh^ercs use. Tins 
v*ai 4 mou fortunate event, both for the prince and 
the brothers as it enable*! them not onI> to pay the 

•ri.io»jraii e » uVea fr itn th« Vr r uY Thu 

t j tn tan »ud ffteoll/ trUteJ by |ln iuliuf ihe 
Lt I picfcr th s acv^uaL 
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arrears due to their own troops, but to recruit their 
army. 

In the mean time, Hiisbein Aly, by Ins influence in 
Patna, borrowed a larqe sum of money from the 
bankers , and procured from the merchants all the 
materials requihite for the outfit of Ins army, without 
any other security thni the prince’s bonds, payable, 
with a hea\y interest, as soon as he should be fixed 
on the throne Whilst the two brothers weie <'luis 
actively employed in preparing to take the field, the 
emperor was informed, by his spies, of all their tran- 
sactions , and immediately superseded Abdullah Khan 
in his government , sending at the same time an active 
officer, named Syed Abdalghoffar, with 12,000 horse, 
to dispossess him 

Abdullah Khan, unable to oppose such a force m 
the field, took refuge in the fort of Allahabad , but 
encamped his troops, consisting of less than seven 
thousand cavalry and infantry, under the command of 
his three younger brothers, for the convenience of 
water and forage, at some miles distance from the fort 
of which circumstance the imperial general having 
obtained intelligence, by a forced march got between 
them and the fort , and sent a taunting message to the 
governor, that not wishing to play with children, he had 
left them behind him, being desirous of trying his, the 
governor’s, skill in the game of war. This message 
having been reported to the young men, inflamed them 
with rage , they immediately attacked the rear of the im- 
perial army , and, after a hard-fought battle, complete- 
ly routed them , not, however, without the loss of a 


( 
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number of their own men and that of one of their 
gencrali Noor Addeen Khau the favourite brother of 
of the governor 

This event caused much aiarm at Dchly and the 
emperor in h »pes of detaching Abdullah Khan from 
the confederacy meanly condescended to »a> that 
lie never had an> intention of superseding him and 
sent him a new commission for the government of W 
lahabad which was accompanied by an honorary dre^ 
of the most splendid kind 

In the mean tine, the pnnee Fcrrokliicrc having 
arnved at lienaras \/as enabled to borrow a large sura 
of m incy from the bankers of that aty on the same 
terms on wh eh the Iran had Lxxn neg )cj itcd at 
1 itni an 1 procceOini, by easy marwhes daily aug 
mented hit army by fresfi levies and was joined by 
sjvenl oHiccrs ol distinction who had taken disgust 
at iliw conduct of jchaiidar Shah and lus ministers 
sjtliat on hii cromn, the Ganges at Aihhibad and 
aicer his juii tun with Ab lullah <vnan he mu tcicd an 
army of ooo cavalry and an ca.cclKnt tram of 
arlillcr> 

The prince soon after advanced to Cud^wa • altcii 
ded b> Ih" tuo brothers i>ycd Ifus cm Alv and 
Ablullih khan with ill their friends and |u.rti ans 
and on tile aytli of the month bhowal a. li 1134 
^ ^ deafeated Alzaddcen llio eldest son 

V. I) i7ii Jcliandar bhih and „ )t (u icssfon 

of all his artillcr) ind camp c juipage 
*TS<; p I e klicie tbs bsiuo wai fau^tii bci<*cen 
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The royal army 
defeated by prince 
Ferokhsere, 

Jan 1713 


In consequence of this victory, many of tie 
imperial troops joined the standard of Ferrokhsere , 
and AbdulLh Khan, who directed all the military 
movements, halted some days on the field of battle, to 
carry on his negociations with several of the O nrahs, 
who we>e drsgusted with Jehandar Shah and his 
infamous government. 

The pusillanimous emperor, having at leangth 
taken the field, the contending armies, on the xqth of 

of Zilhije 1 124, met in the vicinity 
of Agra , and after a confused battle, 
which lasted nearly the whole day, 
the imperial army was completely 
routed , and the emperor, accompanied by his mis- 
tress, Lall Coar, fled upon his elephant to Agra , 
where, having changed his dress, and shaved his 
head and beard m the manner of the Hindoos, he, 
in the middle of the night, continued his flight towards 
Dehly Upon his arrival m that city, instead of going 
to the fort, he stopped at the house of the Vizier 
Assud ad Dowlah, who had been left in charge of 
of the capital. This circumstance was shortly known 
throughout the town , upon which the friends of Fer- 
rokhsere surrounded the house, and demanded that 
the royal fugitive should be delivered into their 
hands. In order to suppress their clamours, the 
Vizier agreed to confine the emperor , and making a 
virtue of necessity, he wiote a petition to Ferrokhsere, 
informing him, that he had imprisoned Jehandar 
Shah in his ' own house, and waited the imperial 
orders concerning his disposal. In return, orders 
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were despatched applauding hu conduct, and assur 
ing him of the royal favour 

Dunng the late engagement although fortune, in 
ts termination bad favoured the cause of Ferrokhsere 
>ct that division of the array which had been 
placed under the command of bis fnend and prm 
cipal support Ilussem Aly khan having been 
opposed to Zoolfccar khan the Araccr al Omrab and 
lus tartar troops was worsted and their Chief left 
for dead on the held and as Zoolfccar khan* con 
tinued to keep possession of the ground tdl it was 
dark the bod) of Hussein Al> was not discovered 
till near midnight and when found was in a sta o 
of Insensibilit) and scarcely a spark of life remain 
lag On receiving some asssistance he so far re 
covered his semes as to learn with pleasure the 
success of his part) nevertheless it was vrith 
much UifHculty that he could be placed in a palan 
qum and conve)edto his brother who on seeing 
him still ahvc prostrated himself on the ground and rc 
turned thanks to God for so signal a favour be after 
wards took oiT the valuable jewels which he wore and 
presented them to the man who had first discovered 
the bod) 

I errukhsero encamped that ni;,ht on the field 
of balilr and next morning being the 1 5tli of the 

Thiv t I ctr '•a* iK« wnof Avudid UowUb ihe Vmtrn 
i^e ut» jr of l- » Ltl cf tc yicLcti bimulf pp a priwtoer atd 
Uc u 1 Ui lUe iJcfficMf cf ibe jMifcce bur, av he kul Uco ihe 
»e >/ iLe cfcalanildralh o/ihe Liber of lerrclbicir 
k* I i4 iraica lo bt-pe f r pari..)o aji4 » iJtieJ oiJ 
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month Zilhije 1124, he mounted the throne of 

_ , , Hindoostan, ^nd gave public au- 

Ferrokhserepro- 1 & r ^ 

claimed emperor, dience to all the people. On this 
January, 1713 occasion were introduced to him a 
number of the Omrahs, who, in consequence of the ne- 
gociationij of Abdullah Khan, had either remained neuter 
during the engagement, or had come over to the vic- 
torious side After the inauguration of the emperor, ♦ 
he proceeded to Sekundra, to offer up his devotions at 
the tomb of his illustrious ancestor Akbar , and at 
noon returned to Agra, where he received the compli- 
ments of all the inhabitants of that city 

The next day the emperor proceeded towards 
Dehly , and on his arrival in its vicinity, encamped 
outside the walls, and commanded the Vizier, Assud 
ad Dowlah, and his son, Zoolfecar Khan, to be brought 
to his presence They were both received with the 
honours due to their high ranks after which, the for- 
mer was allowed to return, to his home but the latter was 
led to a private tent , and after a few questions had 
been asked him, he was strangled, as a punishment 
for his crimes. His body was afterwards tied, with 
the head downwards, on an elephant, 

Caqses Jehandar 

Shah to be put to togethei with the body of Jehandar 
Shah, who had been put to (^eath in 
prison ,,and they were thus exposed in the new emperor’s 
train,, when he made his triumphal entry to the 
palace of thS capital.* 

*For the remaining history of Ferrokhhsere, see Scott’s valu- 
able History of the Dekkan.^ second Volume 
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Hav*ing thus conducted Fcrrokbscrc to the perilous 
pinnacle of his axnbitipn whance m a few years be was 
to*bc precipitated into the abyss of destruction, we now 
return to the aiTairs of Bengal. 

When Fcrrokhserc assumed the Impenal titles at 
A- D Fatoa he was persuaded by one of his 

dependants, named Rasheed Khan to 
appoint him governor of Bengal and*kno\ting that Moof 
shud Cool> Khan did not keep up more troops than those 
craplo>ed m the collection of the revenues he was in 
hopes that Rashced Khan might, by an expeditious 
march completely surpnsc the Nuwab and without 
difficulty get posiesnon of the province which would 
serve as a place of reiuge should be bo disappointed in 
his views on the empire. The matter was thcicfure kept 
a profound secret till the prince commenced his march 
from Patna when Rasheed Khan instead of accom 
pan>tn^ him took the route of MoorsliudaDad and 
before the Nuwab was aware of his intentions had cn 
tered the passes of Tcrriagurry and bickl) gully the 
Nuuab not at all intimidated b^ tbe circumsunce, 
ordered his corpi of 2000 cavalry to encamp outside 
tiieaty and had/jj, jomcO to ttjcmas raau) of hrs /n 
(antry as he could collect with a few guns waned the 
approach of the enemy When they had arrived wUhin 
a few mild of Moordiudabad he gave the com 
mind of his troop* to tuo ofTiccrs named Mctr ten 
gall) and b>cd Anwar and ordered them to oppo c 
Rasheed Klun an ciiKa^cmcnl -n ucd 111 ahich b)cil 
Anwar aai kd ed at J Mccr Bcn^.*lj) Compelled to re 



SECT. VI ] MOORSHUD COOLY JAFFIER KHAN. 445 

treat the Nuwab, however, who was a staunch predes- 
tmanan, was not at all dismayed by the event, but 
collecting the palace-guards, and a few other troops, 
proceeded, on his elephant, to the assistance of his 
retreating army . his presence gave vigour to the 
troops , they returned to the attack , and an arrow, 
from the hand of Meer Bengally, having pierced 
Rasheed Khan, he fell from his horse . his army was, 
in consequence, totally routed, and many of them taken 
prisoners. The Nuwab returned in , triumph- to the 
city , and gave orders that a pyramid should be im- 
mediately erected on the road to Dehly, with niches 
to contain the heads of Rashseed Khan and all his 
followers that were slam in the battle, that it might 
remain a monument ofhis victory. 

But as soon as Ferrokhsere was firmly established 
on the throne, Moorshud Cooly prepared the usual 
presents, and sent them to court, with the amount of 
the yearns collections, with the same punctuality as he 
had hitherto done and the new emperor, being either 
engaged with more interesting con- 
'’his ^erns, or considering Moorshud Cooly 
government, as an unambitious and useful servant, 

^ ^ conferred on him the united offices of 

Nazim and Dewan , the former of which he had hitherto 
only, held as deputy , and at his recommendation, 
appointed the nephew of Manickchund to be the im- 
perial treasurer, or banker, with the title of Juggeet 
Seat * 

On the death of Syed Reza Khan, the deputy De- 
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Appomtihu wan of the province the Nuwab pro 
sramUoa depa(y cured that appointment for hia grand 
Ucwio. Mirza Awud ad Dowlah son of 

the deputy Nazim of Orissa whhm he intended for 
hU heir with the splendid titic of Serferaz Khan. But, 
as It was the custom of HIndoostan that on the death 
of any public ofHcer or immediate servant of the 
Crown, all his wealth and personal property were se 
qucstcfcd and taken possession of by go\'emmcnt 
leaving the family frequently quite destitute,— m order 
to prevent such an occurrence in his family the Nuuab 
took the precaution of purchasing from the Talookdar 
of Chunacolly, the lemindary of the aly of Moorshu 
dabad and had the transaction registered in the 
books of the Canoungocs and of the exchequer chang 
ing the name of the new purchaser In compliment to 
his grandson to Assudoagur that in the event of 
hb death th^ profit! of the estate after paying the 
ro>al roenuc might yield to bb family the necessaries 
of life. 

He also conferred the office of deputy Nazira of 
Dacca on hlirza Lutf ullab who married bis grand 
daughter and procured for him his own title of Moor 
shud Cooly Khan thus bestowing upon hb own farm 
all the lucrative offices of government^ and endea 
vouring to render his name permanent in the province. 

As a further proof of the influence which Moor 
shud Cooly bad acquired at the court of Dchl> it U 
stated that Ncjum Addqoi Al> 'Khan a brother of 
the two celebrated b>edf who bad raived Fcrcokhscre 
to the throne wished for the title ofNasIrjung ubivb 
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had been formerly conferred on the governor of Ben- 
gal, and who was, m consequence, now requested to 
exchange it for another equally honourable but the 
Nuwab wrote, with his own hand, to the emperor, that 
he would never part with the title conferred on him 
by the great A.urungzebe, but with his life. 

- Moorshud Cooly Khan was sensible that Bengal 
owed much of its wealth to its external commerce 
he therefore gave every encouragement to foreign 
merchants, especially to the Moghuls and Arabians, from 
whom he only exacted the prescribed duties of 2^per 
cent and did not permit the custom-hotise officers to take 
more than their regulated fees , but he was too keen a 
politician not to observe with jealousy the fortified 
‘ factories, of the Europeans, and the great advantages 
which the English h ad over the merchants, in conse- 
quence of the firmans and nishans , which they had 
obtained (he said) by means of bribery and corruption 
and which permitted them to trade either duty free,, or 
for the paltry consideration of 3000 rupees per annum 
When therefore he felt himself 
perfectly secure in his government, 
he set at nought the orders of the 
prince Shujaa, and of the emperor 
Aurungzebe and demanded from the 
English, either the same duties that were paid by 
Hindoo subjects or a constant renewal of presents, both 
to himself find to all the ^inferior departments. 
Such conduct, of course, irritated the English agents, 
who wrote a detail of their grievances to the Directors 
of the Company in England, and solicited permission 


The governor 
sets aside the 
privileges of the 
English, 

A D 1713. 
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to send an embassy to Dehly to complam to the 
emperor of the Nuwabs conduct Their suggestion 
was approved of by the Company and orders were 
sent to the governors of Madras and Botnba> to unite 
their grievances m the same petition with those of 
Bengal 

The nomination of the ambassadors was left to Mr 
Hedges the governor of Calcutta who selected for 
this purpose, Mr John Surraan and 
haijyto Deht^ Edward Stephenson two of the ablest 
factors in the Bengal service joining 
to them an Armenian named Khojo Serhaud, who 
understood both the English and Persian languages 
and who had been for many years the pnndpal mer 

chant In Calcutta. Mr William Hamilton also accom 
panicd the embassy as surgeon. 

At that period the government of Calcutta were 
v'cry Ignorant o( the politics and intrigues of the .court 
of Dehly and the ambassadors had no other lights 
to direct their proceedings than such as they obtained 
from the Armenian who although he had never been 
at Dehly had procured^ certain degree of Information 
from some of bis countrymen whose cxlcnsivo 
commercial concerns led them over every part of 
India and who was very solicitous to be admitted 
Into this honourable commission m hopes of acquiring 
a large profit by the goods he should carry free 
of charges and duties In ihc train of the embassy 
The presents designed for the emperor and Ills olTiccri 
Consnicd of curious plats ware cIocL work brocadrs 
ai.d the finest manufaciurcs of yooIIcii cloths and silks 
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valued, altogether, at 30,000/ , which Khoja Serhaud, m 
this letters to Dehly, magnified to 100,000/ , and 
gave such a description of the varieties which were 
coming, that Ferrokhsere ordered the embassy to be es- 
corted, by the governors of the provinces through whose 
territories it might pass. The tram proceeded on the 
Ganges, from Calcutta to Patna , and thence by land 
to Dehly, where they arrived on the 8 th of July, 
after a march of three months. 

The ambassadors, upon their arrival at court, 
very judiciously did not make their application 
through the Vizier, Syed Abdullah Khan, or his 
brother Hussein Aly Khan, the Ameer al Omrah , 
having discovered, that, notwithstanding the emperor’s 
obligations to these two Chiefs, he was not attached 
to them, nor guided by their advice The ambass - 
dors therefore chose for their patron a person named 
Khoja Hassen, who had accompanied Ferrokhsere 
from Bengal, and upon his accession to the throne 
had obtained the title of Khan Dowran This person, 
who held the office of paymaster-general, was a great 
favourite of the emperor’s^ and was admitted to all 
his councils. 

In the mean time, the Nuwab of Bengal, who 
had from the first instant beheld the embassy with 
great jealousy, and who considered it as an impu- 
tation against the integrity of his conduct, took 
much pains, by his interest with the Vizier and his 
brother the Ameer al Omrah, to thwart its success , 
^ ^ ^ and probably would have accomplish- 

, ' ed his object, if an accident had 
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not placed the English gentlemen at once, in a high 
degree of favour with the emperor himself 

Ferrokfasere had been for some time engaged 
to marry the daughter of Raja Aject Sing one of tlic 
Uajepoot princes and the bnde had arrived for that 
purpose at that capital but the emperor being afflict 
cd with a complaint which all the skill of his own 
ph>3icians could not cure was under the necessity of 
postponing the marriaga At length in consequence 

.. .. . of the recommendation of Khan Dow 

Mr Ilamilio" a , , rr 

lurgeoD employ he permitted Mr Hamilton 

by (he cm the surgeon of the embassy to attend 
him and that gentleman having 
by a judicious operation restored the emperor to 
health became very deservedly a great favourite 
with his majest) who in addition to many proofs 
of the royal munificence* promised to grant an> 


\mr)s;; the p^eieou gi>ea to Mr Hamiltos oq ibis occatioot 
«crc cDodeli of all tus surgical umruraeots, made of pure gold. 

Id clcanag awar the ground for tbctoundaiios of the sew Chunrh 
Calculi about thirty years ago, the tomb-stone of Mr llamil 
inr) M tdiKosered which, m ad'tiiino to an Eeglisb cpiUpb boir 
a ftniaQ i&scnpona, thus UaBstated by Mr Gladwin *'W)Uiana 
"tluiultno, Fbysioaa ia the service of tb« boglltb Company who 
(ud accompanied the English ambassador to the cnli^btencd 
'*pic< nee and having node bis own name famous In the four 
luutrtt of tbt earth by ibeeniQ of the emperor tbe as lum of 
ihe woilJ, Jtohammed Ferrukhieer the TicioTions and with a 
'^houvud difllcuiuts, having obts ned peimisiioQ frdot ibe c<xirt 
^•lucb It U« ivfu»t of tbc unlvefvc to retain to bis couniry 
‘Tjy the Ijuid* decree no ib« fouitb cf December lyiy died m 
"(.a. Vila, and IS Ua cd beic. 
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other favour he should ask. Mr. Hamilton, instead 
of requesting any further reward for himself, be- 
sought his majesty to concede to the English 
ambassadors the object of their mission. The emperor, 
surprised at Mr Hamilton’s disinterestedness, pro- 
mised, that as soon as the marriage ceremonies were 
over, he would take the petition into his serious con- 
sideration, and grant the English every indulgence he 
could, consistent with the dignity of his own empire 

Shortly after this conversation, the marriage festi- 
vals commenced, and were celebrated with greater 
pomp and magnificence than bad ever been witnessed 
in Hmdocstan This events interrupted all other busi- 
ness, and obliged the ambassadors to wait for six' 
months before they could procure a favourable oppor- 
tunity of presenting their petition. 

It was at length presented, in the month of Janu- 
A D 1716 besides various subjects of 

complaint from Bombay and Madras, 
stated the numerous impositions practised by the 
Nuwab of Bengal, and his inferior officers ft there- 
fore prayed — 

“ That a dicstuck, or passport, signed by the presi- 
dent of Calcutta, should exempt the goods it specified 
from being stopped or examined by the officeis of 
the Bengal government, under any pretence 

“ That the^ officers of the mint, at iloorshudabad, 
should at all times, when required, allow three days m 
the week for the coinage of the English Company’s 
money, 
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That ail persons whether Europeans or natives, 
who might be indebted or accountable to the Company 
should be delivered up to the Presidency at Calcutta, 
on the first demand. 

“ That the English might purchase the lordship of 
thirty eight towms, with the same immunities as the 
pimce Azeem Ooshan bad permitted them to buy 
Calcutta Chuttanutty and Govlndpore.** 

Khan Dowran, whom the ambassadors bad chosen 
as their patron not daring openly to espouse their 
cause adv*i«ed them to act as if they bad no other 
reliance than on S>ed Abdullah Khan the Vixfer 
and if the emperor although he professed a general ap* 
probation of the petition directed the several articles to 
be discussed by the dlfierent officers of the state to 
whose cognixance they were deemed to belong 

This subjected the whole petition to the judgment 
of the Viricr who not without candour disputed all 
the material articles, and readily allowed Uiosc of less 
Importance. A second and a tbiru petition were there 
fore presented to the emperor in consequence oi which 
the Viilcr was at length induced to give up al) hiJ 
objections "but to the great disappointment of the 
ambassadors the mandates v^cre issued not under the 
emperors but under the seal oflbeVIxicr which al 
though carrying great authority in provinces near the 
capital was likcl) to be little respected by the distant 
viccro>3 to whom these orders were addressed. 

To incieajc the diHiculUcs of the embassy Khoja 
berhaud having been checked by hli colleagues Irt 
«3mc irregular proceedings perplexed all their opera 
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tions, and, as they thought, betrayed their councils. 
Nevertheless, Messrs. Stephenson and Surman, with 
great steadiness and becoming spint, returned the man- 
dates , and determined to wait until they should obtain 
patents under the imperial seal. 

In the mean time, the agents of the Nuwab of Ben- 
^ ^ gal exerted themselves to thwart the 

measure as much as possible, and by 
their influence and bribery postponed the business for 
fourteen months At length the ambassadors were 
advised to bribe a favourite eunuch in the seraglio , 
and although not very sanguine in their expectations 
from this measure, were induced to 
comply • and to their great surprise, as 
soon as the money was paid, the 
Vizier, and all his dependants, appear- 
ed as much inclined to forward their 
views, as they had hitherto been averse , and soon after, 
thirty-four patents, embracing all the different subjects 
of the petition, were issued in the emperor’s name, and 
the. principal ones authenticated by the imperial seaL* 
These papers were delivered to the ambassadors be- 
fore they had discovered the real cause of their success , 
which, however, was explained to them before they left 
Dehly, by one of Khan Dowran’s officers. 


The English 
obtain various Air- 
mans from the em- 
peror, 

A. D. 1717. 


In the year 1687,! a little while before the fleet from 
England began to take the Moghul ships, the English 
agents at Surat retired to Bombay, and continued there 
till peace was restored. During the period the ambassa- 
dors were at Dehly, the president of Bombay, finding 


* See Appendix 


t See page' 359. 
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that the expenses of the factory at Surat In consequence 
of the impositions practised by the Moghul officers far 
exceeded the profits had ordered it to be wlthdraim 
and the governor ofSurat, reasoning from former ex 
pcnence, took the alarm and firmly believed that a 
fleet was on its way from England to commit hostilities, 
as in 16S7 which would have been attended with the 
same consequences, as many valuable ships, belonging to 
the Moghul merchants were then at sea. He therefore 
wrote privately to the eunuch who he knew had 
great influence over the eraperorj and u-as 
highly respected by the Vizier to represent to 
them the dangerous consequences ol a further 

refusal of the English petition- This suggestion was 
readily listened to both by the emperor and Abdullah 
Khan and the eunuch foreseeing the change that 
would shortly ensue determined to reap some advan 
tage from hii Intelligence and imposed himself on the 
ambassadors as the sole author and Instigator of the 
measure 

The ambassadors having thus accomplished tlie 
D 1717 object of th Ir mission, 00k leave of 
the emperor m the month of July 
t«o years after their arrival at Uehly The patents 
addresKd to the Soubah of the DeUkan and the Nuuab 
of Guzerat took ciTect as soon as they were pub 
lidicd bccauvcthcy afforded no political pretext for 
oppoMiion but in Ucn.al ibeJr meaning was much 
disputed or evaded 

The ani Ic vrhlJi pc/miltcd the bn JUb to purdia^c 
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thirty-eight towns would have given them a district 
extending ten miles south of Calcutta, along the banks 
♦ on each side of Hoogly river , of which the passage, in 
this extent, might have been easily commanded, by 
the erection of batteries or redoubts , at the same time 
that the revenue of the tract would have defrayed the 
expense and the possession of such a tract would have 
brought under their subjection and authority a consider- 
/able number of the Mogbiul subjects. 

The prudent foresight of Moorshud Cooly Khan, 
added to his resentment at the success of the embassy, 
made him behold with indignation the concession of 
this article , but not daring openly to oppose the im- 
perial mandate, he privately threatened the proprietors 
of the land with denunciations of his vengeancd, if they 
parted with their grounds to the English upon any 
terms that should be offered and the Company’s ser- 
vants, confiding too much in the sanction of the em- 
peror’s firman, neglected the more efficacious means of 
bribing the Nuwab to compliance with their wishes.. 
Thus the most important concession which had been 
obtained by the embassy was entirely frustrated. 

The Nuwab, however, complied with the orders con- 
tained in the first article , and the privilege of granting 
dustucks^ or passports, by the president of Calcutta, was 
recognised all over the province This circumstance 
greatly augmented and facilitated the circulation of 
the English otrade , which now no longer paid customs, 
nor was liable to be stopped by the officers of govern- 
ment, But a question arose, whether the English were 
entitled, under the privilege, to participate m the inter- 
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nal commerce of Bengal by carrying the manufacture 
or products of one part of the province to another The 
emperor s firman implied no restrictions but the Nuwab' 
inabtcd that the immunity extended only to such arti 
cles as were either imported or intended to be export 
cd by s<d alleging that as salt, betelnut, tobacco and 
several other articles of general consumption were 
either farmed out in monopolies or taxed with heavy 
duties if the English were allowed to trade In these ar 
tides It would not only be a great injur> to all the 
other merchants but a very considerable diminution of 
the public revenue. 


Convinced as much by the reasoning of the Nuwab 
as deterred by his power the servants of the Company 
receded from their pretensions and applied themselves 
to make the most advantage of those privileges which 
were not contested Success produced new adventur 


FIounsbiDjS lUie 
c/ Lalcuitx 


ers and besides a number of English 
private merchants licensed by the 


Company Calcutta was fn a short 


lime, peopled by Portuguese Armenian Moghul and 
Hindoo mcrclunls who earned on their commerce 


under the protection of the Eni,ii3h llag thus the ship 
piiij, belonging to the port m the course ol ten >C4rs 
after the embassy amounted to ten ihouiand tons and 


trun^ individuals amassed fortunes without injuring 
the Compau) s trade or incurring llie jlisplcasurc of 
the Mojiul I ovcrnincnL The proldcnt ncvcilhclcii 
(wand it rcijumtc to Conciliate the Nuurab frcqucntl) 
b, prciCQts 10 order to secure the C.>mpan> s invcit 
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ments, and to facilitate the course of their business at 
the subordinate factories , but the inhabitants of Cal- 
cutta enjoyed, after the return of the embassy, a degree 
of freedom and security unknown to the other subjects 
of the Moghul empire , and that city, in consequence, 
increased yearly, in extent, beauty, and riches. 


In the year 1 130, Moorshud Cooly Khan obtained 
from court the patents he had long 
' solicited , conferring on him the gov- 

ernment of Behar,* in addition to the united offices of 
Nazim and De wan of Bengal and Orissa, which threw 
into his hands greater powers than had been entrusted 
to any governor, since the introduction ot the emperor 
Akbar’s regulations. 

In the year of the Hijira 1131, the unfortunate 

Death pf Fer- ^^^^^o^^sere was put to a cruel death,t 
rokhsere, by the very persons who had raised 

A D 1719 throne , and the two young 

princes, Ruffeh ad Dirjaut, and Ruffeh ad Dowlah, m 
the course of seven months occupied the throne and 
their coffins , scarcely affording time 
to the governor of Bengal to manifest 
the loyalty of his intentions But as 

soon as Mohammed Shah’ was firmly 

« 

seated on the throne, the Nuwab 


The Nuwab con- 
firmed m his gov- 
einmeot by Mo- 
hammed Shah, 
Feb 1720 


* See Scoti’s History of tJte Dekkan, A D 1719 
t For the two or three first years of Ferrokbsere’s reign, the 
government of Behar was held by Ameer Jumlah , but was after- 
wards conferred on Ser Balund Khan, who at this time was 
removed to Cabul 
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prepared the usual presents and forwarded them with 
the collections of the year to Dehly and, in return was 
confirmed m bis go\ernuient. 

In the year 1133 alter the murder of the two Syeds 
Moorshud Cooly Khan again forwanled more valuable 
presents to the emperor with a congratulatoiy letter 
on hb success. He at the same time remitted to the 
Viziers the collection for the last year and by such 
conduct at a time that the other governors were very 
remUs m their duty maintained hb reputation and 
influence at court 

About this period the government of Bengal was in 
tome measure dbturbed by an attempt at insurrection, by 
two of the Afghan zemindars of Mabmoodabad who 
having collected a number of followers plundered the 
adjoining dbtricts and had even the audaaty to seize 
upon 60000 rupees of the public treasure which was 
on the way to Moorshudabad. As soon as Intelligence 
of this aicumatance reached the Nuwab he ordered 
Ahsen Aly Khan, the Foujeder of Hoogly to march 
against the insurgents and that officer hav*ing by a 
rapid movxment, surpnsed them took them all prison 
ers and sent them loaded with chains to the Nuwab 
who confiscated all their property transferred thdr 
.zeraindaxici to Kamjlarun his favounto Hindu collector 
and condemned them (being Mohammedans) to per 
pciual Iropnsonraent but m order that the govern 
ment should not be losers by this disturbance and 
to prevent a repetition of similar outrages bccauscd 
all the zemindars in the vicinity of Mahmoodabad 
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to pay their proportion of the 60,000 rupees, public 
money, whicli had been plundered 

iMoorshud Cooly was inclefaticiable in the extirpa- 
tion of robbers. Wherever a robbery was committed, 
he compelled the Foujedar, or the /einindar, either 
to find out the thief, (3r to recover the piopeity, 
*lhe goods, or their equiv.alcnt in money, were always 
restored to the persoiii who had been robbed , 
and the thief, whenever caught, was impaled 
alive. 

At Cutwah and Moorshudgunge he erected guard- 
houses, for the protection of travellers , and gave the 
command of the police guards to one of his slaves, 
named .Mohammed Jan, who was of a savage disposition 
and who was always attended by a band of execu- 
tioners , and whenever he caught a thief, used^to have 
the body split m two, and hung upon trees on the 
high road , from which circumstance he was nick-named 
the Kolhareh, or axe. 

By these severe means, during Moorshud Cooly 
Khan’s government, travellers were protected on the 
roads, and every man slept securely in his own 
house 

Having, m the preceding pages, given what may 
be termed the dark side of Moors*hud Cooly Khan’s 
picture, we have now much pleasure in reversing the 
object , although we fear the portrait will still not 
be approved of by Englishmen Both sides are 
however drawn by the same author , who, although 

31 
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anon)mou$ is allowed by the Mohammcjlans to ba>e 
unttcQ with truth and impartiality » 

•* Escepting Shauteh Khan there has not appeared 
in Bengal nor Indeed in an> part of Hindoostan an 
, . Ameer who can be compared with 

Character of the , . , ^ > , , 

Nu»ah. Moorsbud Cool> , for zeal m the pro- 

jagationof the faith for wisdom, In the establishment 
ol laws and regulations for munificence and libcralit) 
in the encouragement and support given to men of 
famil) and eminence for rigid and Impartial justice 
in redressing wrongs and punishing offenders m 
short whose whole a'tmliibtration so much tended 
to the benefit of mankind and the glory of the 
Creator 

** His judiaal decisions were so rational and proper 
that they were as much respected and obev ed as the 
decrees of. those monarchs whose names arc mo^t 
reno vned for equity and justica He was such an 
obiicrscr of his word that be never failed in the 
performance of any engagement he slept 
but little and carefully observed the :>tatcd 
tunes of pra)cr from breakfast to noon he cm 
plojcd himself m cop>ing the Korati and in ad 
mmistcrin^ justice and every >car he sent Korans 
if his own wnting with valuable olTcnni,5 to Mecca, 
Uduu and other holj places. 

■n-i»wa< iraniliteJ an I puU br ^ 1 
f j B C.A.C1UI. \ |l ^7A^ X ihe uile cf a \i rjlnt 
r iXj f JA M Ai in I 1/ bgt ihs greater ^>411 oi I b* 
l-« a iuv«ticil IQ the » i ult{ tn 4&J vyfnc cilrjT irwt 

4' eo u» I..C hj a Uta lliawo jU» jr 
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“ He maintained above two thousand readers, beads- 
men, and chanters, who weie constantly employed 
m reading the Koran, and in other auts of devotion. 
During the first twelve days of the month Rubby 
al Avul, which include the birth and death of the 
holy prophet, he feasted people of all conditions . 
and on those nights, the road from Maheenagur to 
Loll Baugh, which is above three miles, was illu- 
minated with lamps, representing verses of the Koran, 
mosques, trees, and other figures. Nearly a hundred 
thousand persons were employed on these occasions , 
and, on the firing of a gun, the whole was illuminated 
at' once, exhibiting, in an instant, such a sheet of 
light as astonished the beholders. He also kept the 
festival of the prophet Khizer, when paper boats, 
decorated with lighted lamps, are set afloat upon 
the river * 

“Besides feeding a multitude of people, he also 
provided food for the beasts of the field and the fowls 
of the air 

“ He always "provided against famine, and severely 
prohibited all monopolies of gram he constantly 
made private inquiries concerning the market-price 
of grain , and, whenever he discovered any imposi- 
tion, the offenders suffered the most exemplary 
punishments If the importation of gram to the 
cities and 'towns fell short of what had been usual, 
he sent officers into the country, who broke open 
the hoards of individuals, and compelled them to carry 
their gram to the public markets Rice was then 


* See Note, page 268 
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conimonly sold at Itoorshudabad at four maunds, 
for a rupee and the prices of other provisions were 
in proportion. He also strict!) prohibited the cx 
portaUon of gram and the Foujedar of Hoogly had 
express orders to see that no ship belonging to 
Europeans or others was suffered to carry away 
more than was sufHcient for the victualling of the 
crew dunng their intended voyage neither were 
any merchants suffered to have any stores of grain. 

** He was so punctual in the perfomiance of all 
tokens of respect towards his sovereign that be would 
not sit doum in a ro>al boat and when in the rainy 
season the emperors fleet of state boats came from 
Hacca for an exhibition he vrent out to meet it 
and turning his face towards the seat of government 
made his obeisance presented his and kissed 

the deck of the ro> al barge Engagements between 
dephants being prohibited from courk he did not 
allow them uTihin his jurisdiction , but used to cx 
hibit and be pre^nt at those between elephants and 
tigers and other animals. He took no delight in 
hunting he never indulged himself with spinluou 
li<iuors nor au\ intoxicating drugs neither did he 
amuse himself with singers or dancers. He alawaji 
kept constant to oii»* lawful w’lfc and out 
ol his excess of delicacy, would not suflcr any 
strange women or eunuchs to enter the apartments 
of bi» veragHo, 

“He dc^pijcd all the refinements of luxur> and parti 
cularl) in dress and refrained from cvcr> thin” that ii 
pi luLitcd m the law No lil^h sca>oned dlshcv \ ere 
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served up to his table , neither frozen sherbets, nor 
creams, but only plain ice During the winter, Khyzir 
Khan, his house-steward, used to collect, in the moun- 
tains of Rajemahel, a sufficient stock of ice for the rest 
of the year , and the whole was done at the expense of 
the -zemindars of that district. In the mangoe season, 
there was stationed at Rajemahel an overseer, who used 
to keep a regular account of the choicest mangoe-trees 
in Maldah, Kutwalee, and Husseinpoor , and his guards 
were placed over them, to see that no one purloined the 
fruit, and that it was regularly sent to Moorshudabad 
The zemindars furnished every thing that was required 
for these purposes and they durst not cut down a man- 
goe-tree, nor touch any of the fruit, that the overseer^ 
had app;'opriated to the use of the Nazim’s table. 

“He possessed very extensive learning, and paid 
great respect to men who were eminent for their piety or 
erudition he wrote with great elegance, and was a re- 
markable fine penman his skill in arithmetic enabled 
him to scrutinize all accounts himself he signed all 
orders and accounts with red ink he was a brave 
soldier, a liberal benefactor, upright and just in all his 
dealings, the steady protector of the weak , so that, 
during his government, the meanest peasant was secur- 
ed from injustice and oppression 

“He made no retrenchments in any royal grants, or, 
in those of former Soubahdars, for charitable purposes , 
but, on the contrary, increased them no zemindar or 
Aumil could with impunity, oppress any one Vakeels 
were continually in search of complainants , and when- 
ever they met with any person who had reason to be 
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dfs^tisficd they used e\ery endeavour to pacify him 
hut if It happened that a ucll lounded complaint reach 
cd the ears of Moorahud Cooly the offender xvks sure 
to aulTer severely If the ofHcers of justice out of par 
lialit) or respect to rank neglected to redress the mean 
c l person upon a rcprcsention thereof from the partv 
a^gn-ved the Vuwab iricd the cause himself and 
i • Ills decisions shewed neither favour nor affection to 
an) one, the rich and the poor bearing equal value in 
his sigbL* 

“In the beginning of the government of Moorshud 
Cooly the Cutwalf of Hcogl) forcibly took away a voung 
K»rl from the house of her father a Moghul and 
Ahscnullah the Foujedar of that place, suffering the 
offence to pass unnoticed the father carried his com 
plaint before the Nuwab who commanded that the 
offender should be stoned to death conformably to the 
rdmance of the Koran and notwithstanding all the 
entreaties of Ahsenuilah who was a great favourite 
the sentence was 'actually executed 

A Mohammedan beggar havnng asked chirll) 
of nindrabund a Hindoo landholder of Chunakhollv 

Nnimitutiadifli, the bit,h cnccuaiumi wlucli are bere 
be 1 )i»eJ upoQ the severnmeot of Moonbud Cooly h>> memory 
• uTi erially ciccraleU by the Hiodoot why contcreiilatr 
■ bcirtfdt }oy the bappy loilueocc of the Ur li>b 

0 r {hc»e ir,i, u» Mhercby they ha^a beep relieved from the 

1 refal cdecti of VtcdumfceJan * iper lit 00 and aio perman wly 
e jjcj from Uc mercUe b*&J of lytAnny rapoeit) oad 

u * ra. 


f Mayor of tic ij*a. 



SECT. VI ] 


MOORSHUD COOLY JAFFIER KHAN 465 


Mohammedaa displeased at his manner, 

bigotry. and turned him out of the house. 

The fakier collected together a number of bricks, 
with which he erected a wall on Bmdrabund’s road, 
and gave it the name of a mosque , and from it 
called the people to prayer. Whenever Bindrabund 
passed that way, he vociferated the summons to 
prayer, and so vexed him, that m rage he threw 
down some of the bricks, abused the fakier, and drove 
him away. The fakier complained to Moorshud Cooly , 
and Cazyi MoKammed Sheref, m an assembly of men 
learned' in the law, sentenced Bindrabund to be put 
to death. The Nuwab was not willing to take awdy 
his life , and asked the Cazy whether there was not 
any way of evading the strict letter of the law, to 
save the poor Hindoo The Cazy answered, ‘ there 
may be so much delay as to allow time for his 
intercessor to be put to death first , but after that, 
he must absolutely be executed ’ All the endeavours 
of Moorshud Cooly, in his behalf, were ineffectual , 
and although Bindrabund was recommended to the 
emperor’s mercy by the prince Azeem Ooshan, yet 
it was' of no avail for the Cazy killed him with 
an arrow from his own hand. After the execution, 
Azeem Ooshan complained to Aurungzebe, that Cazy 
Mohammed Sheref hadjcilled Bindrabund in a fit of 
of insanity ^ but the emperor wrote with his own 
hand on the prince’s letter, ‘ Cazy Sheref is on the 
side of God, ’ At the death of Aurungzebe, Cazy 
Sheref applied for leave to resign , and all the entreaties 
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of the Nuwab could not prevail upon him to continue 
in office, 

“The Nuu'ab, bang now far advanced in >earj 
and finding his health decline very fast gave orders 
for building his tomb with a mosque and a kchtareh 
(a square, with shops &c) Morad Ferash a confi 
dential but menial servant, was the person employed 
to superintend the work. He pitched upon a spot 
situated in the Khass Talook on the cast side of the 
He pulled doum all the neighbounng Hindoo 
templet, and used the materials for r^jising the new 
work The xcmmdars and other Hindoos uould have 
preserved their temples at any pnee but no ^ntreatics 
or bribes could prevail not one was left standing in 
Moorsliudabad or at the distance of four days jeurnej 
from it In the remote villages many of the Hindoos 
houses ncrc thrcitcncd with destruction upon pretence 
of their bang dedicated to religious uses and llicv 
were necessitated to redeem them by the payment of 
a sum of money The scr\-ant3 of ffindoos of all ranks 
were compelled to v%ork. unless thar maslors 
paid for their release. So great was the dread of Morad 
that no one dared to camplain his written orders 
were circulated throughout the country and Implicitly 
obeyed, Hy these means In the course of a year the 
1 uildings urcrc completed and a public market 

where duties arc collected) annexed to the kcbtarch 
l^ccp the whole In rciuir" 

In the y car 1 1 ' loorihud Cooly Khan apprehen 

. ,, 3IVC that he had not long t > live 

V u 1734 ^ 

cited all bis interest and iitilucncc at 
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the court of Dehly, to preserve the succession to his 
government for his grandson, Serferaz Khan , and m 
all piobahility might have succeeded, had not a power- 
ful rival opposed his views, in the person of Shujaa 
Addcen Khan, the father of the young man, then de- 
puty governor of Orissa , who, by his equability of 
temper,, generosity and strict administration of justice, 
had rendered himself respected and beloved in the pro- 
vince which he governed. 

This person, aware of the intentions of the Nuwab, 
privat'^ly employed intelligent agents to carry on a 
correspondence, and neerociate for him, with Khan 
Dorwan, who had succeeded Syed Hussein Aly Khan 
as Ameer al Omrah, and who was a great favourite 
with the emperor Between these personages it was 
arranged, that Khan Dowran should procure the ap- 
pointment of Soubahdar or governor for himself, but 
that he would nominate Shujaa Addeen his depul;y m 
the provinces of Bengal and Onssa, 

Supported by so powerful a patron, Shujaa began 
to devise the means of success , and for this purpose, 
he, under various pretences, dismissed several of his 
biavest officers to Moorshudabad He also collected 
a number of boats for the speedy conveyance of his 
troops, should the event occur in the rainy season , 

* At this penod, Nizam al Moolk had rebelled, and had taken 
possession of the Dekkan The province of Guzerat had also 
revolted , and the ministers of Mohammed Shah were at 
variance, and only jealous of each other See Scotf s History of 
the Dekkan 
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and he citabluhed a pnvatc post to bring hitn twice 
a day intelligence of the state of the Nuwabs health 
At length having received authentic information that 
Moorshud Cooly could not survive more than a fc\s 
days he appointed Mohammed Tuckee Khan his son 
by a concubine to be his representative In Orissa 
and attended by his con6dential oiBcers and a select 
crops of cavalry he quitted Cuttack and before hfs 
arrival at Moorshudabad he received on the same da), 
positive accounts of the Muwabs death and his ere 
ilentials from Khan Dowran constituting him deput> 
governor of the provinces of Bengal and Orissa* Fur 
nishcd ulth this document, he proceeded nilh c\pc 
dition to the scat of government and alighting at the 
palace called the Chehd Sttocn (forty pillars) sura 
moned all the public officers to attend him and 
upon their arnval produced his patents, which he 
cau>cd to be read aloud and without opposition took 
possession oi the rausnud after which he received tlie 
congratulations of all the persons present and caused 

, the event to be notified by the shrill 

V I) 1735. ^ 

sound* of the iropcnil music This 
circumstance occurred early in the jear of the Ilcjira 
iij9. 

Previous to Moorsliud Cooly Khans decease he 
a]>|>o!ntcd his [,raiul>on Serferaa Klun his public and 
private 3UCCC vor and vole cvcculor of hu last testa 
mcni and hAvm„ delivered over to bun the kc> s of 
« 1 aIUiIv treasures and valuable cnccti he admjniilicd 
Inn pj Leha c wiibju»in.c and huinamt) to all tlio»c 
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who were placed under his authority , soon after which 
he departed this transitory life Serferaz Khan imme- 
ditately sent intelligence of this event 
Dehly , he also wrote to his father 
(of whose intentions he had no suspi- 
cion), to acquaint him of the circumstances , and, con- 
formably to instructions contained in his grandfather’s 
will, deposited his remains in the tomb which had been 
previously prepared, under the steps of the newly-erect- 
ed mosque. He then assured all the public officers of 
his intention to retain them in their stations, should he 
be confirmed in the government , and afterwards re- 
moved all the treasure and effects of the deceased from 
the palace to his own house. 

Of the first interview between the father and son. 


after this event, there have been two accounts written. 
In the Seir Mutakhereen it is stated, that the first in- 
telligence Seferaz Khan had of his father’s arrival, was 
from the sound of the imperial music Astonished by 
the noise, he inquired the cause, and, to his utter con- 
fusion, learned the unexpected event. He immediate- 
ly called a council of his intimate friends, who unani- 
mously advised him, that, as his father had received 
and proclaimed his commission, had taken possession 
of the palace, and was acknowledged by the public offi- 
cers, he had only to submit with a good grace The 
young man, either agreeing in opinion with his friends, 
or averse fo oppose his parent, hastened without any 
retinue to the palace, fell at his father’s feet, and con- 
gratulated him upon his accession to the government. 

In the work translated by Mr. Gladwin, it is related 
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that Serferai Khan received early intellfgencc of the 
approach of his father and that he made preparations 
to oppose him bat that his mother and grandmother 
both i\omcn remarkable tor their prudence and great 
sagacity and for whom he entertained the utmost affec 
tion and respect interposed and represented to him 
that his father being an old man could not keep him 
long out of the government or at least from the inherit 
ance to Moorshud Cooly Khans private- estate and 
therefore advised him to be satisfied for the present 
with the oHice of Devvan of Bengal and not to be 
guilty of the homd impiety of appearing m arms 
against his father which would fix a reproach upon his 
iiam to all eteniity These arguments orcvailed to cn 
tireU over tlie ambition of Serferaa Khan that he advanc 
cd to meet his father and conducted him to Moorshuda 
bad and after resigning to him the palace retired to 
his own house at Nuktikhaly and from that time 
never filled to pay his respects to him every morning 



NUVVAB MOTIMUN AL MOOLK, SHUJAA 
ADDEEN MOHAMMED KHAN, SHUJAA AD 
DOWLAH, ASSUD ) UNG, 'BEHADUR. 


Origin of Shu)aa Addeen Klnn — Marries the daughter ot 
jMoorshud Cooly Khan — Vppoiiued deputy governor of Onsia — 
lakes into his service two biotherb, named Ilajy ‘Xbrned and 
■My Yerdy Khan — Shujaa Addeen obtains the deputy govern 
ment of Bengal and Orissa — Appoints his son Dew an of tlie 
province— Keleases the zemindars from their captivity — Sends a 
laige sum of money, and various presents, to the emperor 
Monammed Sliah — Uistnbutcs the subordinate appointments 
among his friennds — Remits the revenues regularly to Dehly — 
Instances of his magnificence and chanty — Increases his army 
— Becomes indolent and luxurious — Constructs a beautilul 

garden, in the vicinity of Moorshudabad— The province of 
Behar again annexed to the government of Bengal — The Nuwab 
appoints Aly Verdy Khan to be his deputy in Behar — -My 
\ erdy proceeds to Patna — lakes into his service a corps of Afghans 
r— Subdues the refractory zemindars — Promoted by the emperor — 
Assassinates the Afghan Chief — Reasons assigned for this conduct 
— Origin of the Ostend East India Company — One of their ships 
arrives in Bengal , the commander of which applies for, and 
obtains, ground to erect a factory at Bankybazar — The trade 
flourishes — The agents surround the factory with a wall and bas- 
tions— The emperor of Germany withdraws his chartei from the 
Company — The commerce still earned on by individuals — The 
English seize one of the Austrian ships — Prevail upon the Nuwab 
to order the fortifications of Bankybazar to be destroyed — 
Ihe Germans op'pose these measures — The NuwaVs troops 
lay siege to the factory — The native servants desert — The 
agent wounijed— embarks with the few Europeans on board one of 
their own ships, and quits Bengal — The factory destroyed — A Jdis- 
pute between the English ofCaRutta and the Foujedar of Hoogly 
— The kingdom of Tipperah made a province of the Moghul Em- 
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pire — DiJiensiooi betwMO the Nuwab » toni—Oeatli of Mohara 
lucd Tuckce Khan — Tho Nownb appoioi* Moorthod Cooly Khan 
lo b« bii deputy m Onssa and Serferax Kban ({overnor of O.urca 
-Exemplary cbaraaer of Jeswoot Roy, Dewan of Uac^i, '^ho re 
duces the price of grain, and opent the wesetero erected b> 
ShoisU Kban— rciigo* hi* office — Sayid Ahued, Foujedar of 
IviD^pore, inradei Uinagepore and Cooch Deh r and obtains 
mu h treasure- The Nuwab appomtns Sciferai Khan hi> belt— 
Ilii death. 

Tills oHiccr was by descciit an ‘\fshar of the tn be 
of Turcomans who formerly inhabited khora-isan the 
eastern province of Persia and were esteemed the 
brasest soldiers in that kingdom He \vas^i!i''h 
in the city of Bhoorhanpore in the Dekkan and 
dunng hii youth having contracted an mtimac) with 
Moorshud Cooly Khan who was then Dewan of 
Hyderabad married bis only daughter named Zynet 
al Nissa Begum by whom he had a son called Miria 
As udallab whose title was Scjfcrax Khan he had 
also another son by a concubine named Mohammed 
Tuckee, ^ 

when Moorshud CooI> was appointed Dcwin of 
Bengal his son in law accompanied him thither and 
upon the lorincr being promoted to the united gov 
criuncnts of Bengal dud Oriisa he sent the latter as 
Ins deputy to govern Orlss.i In this situation 'vliujau 
\dJccn Khan conducted htmscll as a public oiBcer 
vriih much propriety but being ol a luxurious dlapo ( 
lion and a Idictcd to j,a)laiilry he i,avc much olTciicc 

to Ins utfc V ho III consc juence separated from him 

aud 1 iih her Son uent lo rende at Mojrsliudabad 
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Shortly after this event, a person, named Mir/a 
Mohammed, who had mariied a near relation of Shujaa 
Addeen Khan, came, with his two sons, from Dehly to 
Cuttack , and were all three admitted into the service 
of the cjovernor. The senior of the brothers was named 
Ahm^d , the junior, IMir/a Mohammed Aly, 
better known by the title of Aly Verdy Khan. These 
were both men of liberal education and distinguished 
abilities , and, by their counsels, not only 

ingratiated themselves with the gover- 

A D 1725 . 

nor, but rendered his government 

pnoul^ar, respectable, and beneficial to the empire. 

Tn the preceding chapter it has been stated, that*^ 
when Moorshud Cooly Khan found his dissolution ap- 
proaching, he had endeavoured to procure the succes- 
sion to his government for his grandson, Serfera^ 
Khan , but that Shujaa Addeen had, by the exertions 
of his agents at Dehly, effected a different ariangement , 
by which he was nominated the deputy of Khan 
Dowran, the Ameer al Omrah, who had procured from 
the emperor the government for himself , and that 
Shujaa Addeen, by his dexterous management, had 
obtained , possession of his office without any opposi- 
tion 

The governor, in order to reward his son for his 
forbearance, and to reconcile himself to his wife, no- 
minated the former, Dewan of Bengal , but as that 
office required an intimate knowledge of accounts, and 
much attention to business, he appointed Roy Alum 

IS a title conferred on all persons who have made the 
pilgrimage to Mecca he had just leturueu from Arabia 
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Chund the comptroller of the household to be the de 
puty of the >oung man by which the latter was 
rclic\*cd from all the toils and responsibility of the 
ofBcc and his father was satished that the duty would 
be dcligcntly performed The Nuwab immediate!) 
alter selected a council consisting of the two brothers 
Haj) Ahmed and Aly Verdy Khan Roy Alum 
Chund for whom he procured the title of Roy Ro)an 
ond the Imperial banker Juggut Scat and b> their 
advice conducted himself m all the measures of hia 
government The two Utter were Hindoos, and ucrc 
well acquainted with the minute details of business 
and all the intrfcades of the revenue department 
bhujaa Addeen commenced his government by an 
act of clemency and justice which does him the high 
eit honour and rendered him extremely popular 
through all the three provinces 

He gave orders that the unhappy zemindars who 
had been kept tn a miserable state of confinement 
during the 1 jng giicmment of his predecessor should 
upon givTng secunty for their go<xJ conduct, be permit 
ted to return to their famiHci and homes and to the 
management of their farms. 

He also immedutely despatched the sura of fort) 
Ucs of rupees in specie being jurt of the private for 
tone of his father in law to the court of Mohaminctl 
bhah iiid sent also a number of elephants and oilier 
valuable presents to the cm|)crur and to bis ministers 
in return for which he received a confirmation of hi 
appoinlmail as governor of llcngal and Orissa a 
cjmmiiioa ofeomraander of 7000 horse and the 
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additional titles of Motimun al Moolk, Shujaa ad Dowlah, 
Assud Jung, Behadur. 

The government of Behar was however again se- 
parated, and conferred on an officer named Nusserit 
yar Khan, and afterwards on Fakher ad Dowlah As 
soon as Shujaa Addeen was confirmed in his govern- 
ment, he disposed of the public appointments amongst 
his connections and friends, m the following manner 
to his son Serferaz Khan, <ts formerly mentioned, the 
office of Dewan , to his other son, Mohammed Tuckee, 
the government of Orissa He confirmed Moorshud 
Cooly Khan, his son-in-law, in the deputy government 
of Dacca. To the three sons of his chief counsellor, 
Hajy Ahmed, viz Nuazish Mohammed, Sayid 
Ahmed, and Zyn Addeen, he gave the offices of pay- 
master-general, Fujcdar of Rungpore, and Foujedar 
' of Rajemahel , and upon Shujaa Cooly, an old ser- i 
vant, he conferred the office of Foujedar of Hoogly, 
His other counsellor, Aly Verdy Khan, had not any 
sons, but his three daughters were married to the sons 
of his brother Hajy Ahmed. 

The new governor imitated the conduct of his pre-> 
decessor, in despatching to court regulary, at the end of 
the year, the amount of the revenues , and had the satisfac- 
tion to find, that, notwithstanding his liberal treatment to 
the zemindars, the revenue, instead of being diminished, 
had increased for whereas Moorshud Cooly had sel- 
dom remitted more than one crore and thirty lacs of 
. ^ rupees, the amount of his collections 

' for the year 1141 amounted to one 

32 
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crorc and forty-eij^ht lacs all of ulilch remitted to 
Moorshudabad b> the agents of the imperial banker 
Ju^gut beat, without any difficult) or oppression 

ill mmd being thus freed from public cares he 
followed tlic natural bent cf his inclinations and lived 
in a st) Ic of splendour and munihcence that far surpas^icd 
any of his predecessors Tnc palace of iloorsliud 
Cooly Khan being too confined and ill contrived he 
ordered it to be pulled down and erected anotbur more 
suitable to his ideas of grandeur and comfort, lie was 
\cr> liocral to Ins servants and paid j^reat attention to 
men of learning, and piety he was also very charitable 
and adminisiercJ jusuce with great impartiality He 
ordered the conduct of Nazir Mimed inJ Morad two 
ot the oppres'iive inatrumetxu of hii predecessor to be 
cIj ely investigated and having proved them guilty 
of v'arious crimes and opt re sions cond innoJ them to 
death dcKig convin«.cd that the \cr> reduced mil: 
tary citablishmcnj kept up b> ^IoJrJhall Cool) Khan 
was madcquaio tc^hc sccurit) and p^ao- of t ic country 
he augmculod ill iriav to '*-,000 coni.1 tmg of equal 
numbers of cav vlrv and ini iiitr) armed with match 
lucl i. in short b) his general co id i t in tlio early 
part 01 hn „overnniont bhujaa \ddccn cviiic dtolhc 
V orld in It lie a dc crvhi of nil g ><i loriunc but 
afi-r jtnc ^ears he hccair*-inUd it an 1 ab^mlurcd 
him r I I t vvich ta luxuf) anvi pie i wr'* '•avm^ the 
hu i I mini J b) ill coum.jl 

In 1 " 'ia^e i { iJch nrch r i the ' ' f th'* 

li-u ^ lU) ri cf '4 ir Ahmed h ‘ n 1 a bu t 1 



?rcr \i ] 


v'5tllr\v XiMM TN KHAN. 


L f- r* 

4 / / 

i ino'^que in the muldlc of a very Cvtciibue garden. 
Afier tac cNecutiou ot that person, the goveinoi fini-^h- 
ed tile tnosquu m a superb bt) Ic, and laid out tlie 
garden v. itngieat Deant> and e’e^.ince- lo thib place 
lie ga\e the name of A’n^'-i^the gaiden ol happi- 

leab) , and in the bummer retired thither with lub 
se‘ragho, and uab-ed hib tune in the enjoyment of 
every luxury. 

In the \ ear 1143 . h'alcher ad Dowlah, the governor 

, , of Hehar, h.iving been guilty of soine 

A D 1729 so i r 

unoropnetv, was removed fiom that 
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ScHem Kbaa and \ras at the same time jealous of 
Its being conferred on the son of the concubine, lest 
It should make him of too much consequence the 
subject \iTaj therefore left to the consideration of the 
council, who recommended Aly Verdy Khan as the 
person best qualified to preserve the dignity of tbe 
situation, and to keep m subjection the zemindars of 
that province, who were noted for thdr Independence 
and strong spint of insurrection. Aly Verdy Khan 
\ AS in consequence invested with the robes of office, 
and was sent to Patna, with an escort of 5,000 troops. 

Upon the arrival of Aly Verdy Khan at Patna be 
found the whole province of Bchar in the greatest con 
fusion a band of robbers called Bunjarth who had 
entered it under the pretence of purchasing gnln and 
other commodities laid iho country through which they 
passed under heavy conuibution and plundered the col 
lectors of the revenue. Tho zemindars of Ilcltlih 
Phooruarch Chuckwar and Uoujepore were also m a 
state of insurrection and had for some time set at 
defiance the auihonty of the governor 

To reduce these people to submission Al> Verdy 
Kban found It requisite to take Into his service a corps 
of Afghans under the command of thar Chief Abdul 
Kcrccm Khan. Wth these and the forces he had 
taken from Moorshudabad ho first attacked and routed 
the Uunjarchi, taking from them all thdr plunder 
alter which, he m succesdon reduced the zemindars to 
obedience and compelled them not otjl> to liquidate the 
arrears of revenue but to pay him large sums of money 
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under the denomination of Nuzzeraneh and Peishkush 
( offering and tribute ) By these means Aly Verdy 
Khan acquiied much wealth, and his troops were also 
enriched by plunder In consequence of these services, 
and at the recommendation of the Nuwab, he received 
from the emperor an increase of his military lank, and 
the title of Mohabut Jung. 

He however tarnished these honours shortly after, 
. „ by the assassination of Abdul Kereem 

Khan, the commander of the Afghans, 
whose services had been so useful to him This harsti 
measure he excused to his friends, by stating, that the 
overbearing conduct and insolence of that officer had 
risen to such a height, that he found he must either get 
rid of him, or have given up his own authority * 

It now becomes requisite to notice the introduction 
of another European nation into Bengal. About the 
year i7I7j some marchants of the Austrian Nether- 
lands, who had long wished to participate in the advan- 
tageous commerce of the east, fitted out two ships for 
India, which made a very successful voyage. This cir- 
cumstance stimulated others , and application was made 
to the court of Vienna for permission to establish an 

Origin of the East-India Company at Ostend Al- 
Ostend Company though this measure was strongly op- 

• After the dissolution of the Afghan empire, corps of these 
people were taken into the service of tne Hindoo princes and 
'VIoghul governors they are esteemed brave troops, but very 
nfutinogs , and unsteady in their attachment, unless to their 
own Chiefs. 
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posed b> the English French and Dutch the emperor 
of German) granted in \ugu3t 1723 to the merchants 
of the \ustnan Netherlands • hia Ictlcri patent autho 
n/ing them to trade to the East Indies under the de 
nomination of the Ostend Campanj 

In the mean time one of the private ships arruTd 
in the Ganges and by the assistance of the French at 
Chandcrnagorc succeeded in procuring a full cargo 
and the captain of this ship prevnous to his departure, 
made application to Moorsbud Cooly Khan thengover 
nor of Bengal for ground to erect a factor) should the 
company be established. As the Vuu^ab was not onI> 
anxious to increase the trade of the province, but also 
deurouj of introducing more rivals to thu English of 
whose pnsnlcges it has been alread) seen he was execs 
jealous he ImmediateU implied with the request 
and assigned the \nllagc of Bankvbnzar situated on the 
eastern side of the river fifteen miles above Calcutta 
lor the residence of the Germans. 

In 1724, being the first >car after the establishment 
of the new Companj an Ostend ship named the Era 
peror Charles mounting thirty guns arrlv“cd in Ben 
gal but uas lost in going up the Ganges. The gacatcr 
part of her cargo was however saved and the officers 
and crew took poiicision of Bank) bazar and erected 
temporar) houses. 

In the two fullownng )cars three i.hips of a larger 
iirc than the first arrived in Bengal and tnmplctely 
c tabliihcd the Ov tciid trade In that province aijd a 

ate Mu,eio Ltncivd B iciy \~lTu [u ri 
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the}^ undersold the ather Euiopeans In various articles, 
their factory quickly rose in estimation. 

'At first, the factors resided in houses constructed of 
mats and bamboos , but they afterwards built brick 
dwellings, and surrounded their factory with a wall, 
having bastions at the angles they also cut a ditch, 
communicating with the river, of such a depth as to 
admit sloops of considerable burthen 

Thus the affair of the Ostend Company seemed to 
be in a flourishing state but in the year 1727, the 
strong remonstrances of the three great maritime na- 
tions compelled the emperor of Germany to withdraw 
his charter, and to agree that all traffic between his 
subjects of the Austrian Netherlands and the East 
Indies should cease for seven years Notwithstanding 
this prohibition, the private merchants occasionally 
sent out ships to India , and, as the agent of the head 
of the factory in Bengal was a person of great activity 
and determination, he continued to furnish them with 
cargoes 

This traffic, although carried on clandestinely, could 
not escape the notice of the Dutch 
and English , the latter of whom, in 
the year T730 sent a squadron under the command of 
Captain Gosfright, of the Ship Fordwich, to blockade 
the river Ganges The commodore sailed up the 
river , and having obtained intelligence that two 
Ostend ships were anchored^ between Calcutta and 
Bankybazar, despacched two of his squadron to 
take them On the first shot being fired, the Saint 
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Theresa the smallctt of the Ostend ships struck Jicr 
colours rt-as framcdiatcly taken possession of and earned 
to Calcntta but the other slipped her cable, and took 
ihclter under the guns ol Banky bazar factory whither 
It was not deemed expedient to follow her and she 
afterwards had the good fortune to escape. 

Some time after this event, the Dutch and English 
united all thar influence to prevail upon the iNuwab to 
prohibit the Germans from trading to Bengal and it 
15 said bnlicd the Foujedar of Hoogly to make a falw: 
representation of great strength of the fortifications of 
Bank) bazar and the danger of allouing foicigncrs to 
retain a place of such strength nilbin a few miles of 
the royal port 

This representation induced the governor to order 
the fortifications of Banky bazar to be dismantled 
violent disputes fn consequence ensued between the 
German agent and the Foujedar and at length a con 
kidcrabic torcc was sent from Hoogly under the com 
uiand of an officer named Mccr Jafficr who surrounded 
TheNu»abi place on the land side , but acted 

tfoopibciicficiho with so rauchcaution that he threw 
i^tjernua £ac yp ^ ciitrcachracnl m front of his 


A.D i7jy. encampment to defend hb troops 
from the fiic o( the besieged who 
m the mean time completely commanded thenver and 
only permitted such boats as they pleased to pas>. 
The I rcnch at Chandernagore secretly aided the 
t crmini with arrai and ammunition whilst they 
t''iuibly pretended to assist in ncgoclaung a treaty of 
l-a c 



1 


SECT. VI. ] SAUJAA AD BEEN KHAN. 483 

Khojeh Fazel Cashmeery, one of the principal Mo- 
ghul merchants of Hoogly, having also- offered nis ser- 
vice‘5 as a mediator, sent his son with a message to 
Bankybazar , but the Germans seized the young man, 
and detained him as a hostage for their own security 
and the Foujedar had such an esteem for Khojeh 
Fazel, that, in order to procure the liberation of the 
youth, he for some days suspended hostilities . but 
having procured his liberation, he again renewed the 
siege with more vigour, both by land and by water , 
till, at length, provisions becoming very scarce in Banky- 
bazar, all the natives of every description deserted, 
and left the Europeans to defend themselves Not- 
withstanding the garrison was, by this means, reduced 
to fourteen persons, they continued to serve their guns 
! With such efficacy, that not one of the Moghul troops 
durst venture out of the entrenchments At length 
the agent had the misfortune to loss his right arm 
hy a cannon ball , after which he embarked, with 
his men, during the night, and reached in safety 
one of the ships belonging to his nation, which 
was at anchor down the river , and shortly after pro- 
ceeded to Europe 

In the morning when the Moghul troops took 
possession of the factory, they found nothing of value 
in It, but the cannon and a few shells After 
levelling the fortifications with the ground, and deli- 
vering over Bankybaza/ to the zemindar, Meer 
Jaffier returned in triumph to Hoogly * 


* The whole of these circumstances, respecting the Germans, 
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Shujaa Addecn Khan bcfng of a liberal disposi 
tion and a\Trs^ to trouble, alloued the Lnglish and 
other Europeans to enjoy the privileges that had 
been granted to them by the emperor Ferrokhs-rc, 
or by former governors and the onlv dispute that 
IS recorded to have happened dunng his time uras 
occasioned b> the Foujedar of Hooglj stopping a 
boat laden mth bales of silk belonging to the 
English Companv in consequence of which a party 
of soldiers was despatched from Calcutta, who terri 
fied the Fonjedar and carried awa> the silk and 
other goods which had been stopped This transac 
tion uras represented to the Nuwab as a very heinous 
ofTcnce and he inconsequence prohibited the natives 
from supplving Calcutta or an> of the subordinate 
factarics with grain The English were therefore 
compelled to purchase peace, b> the pivment of a 
large sum of raonc) and by apologising for their 
misconduct 

U has been previous!) slated that on the succession 
of Shujaa Addccn Khan to the government he enn 
firmed his son In law Moorshud Cool) In t|ic appoint 
raent of deput) Nazim of Dacca. Moorshud Cooly 
cmplov cd as his Devan a person named Mrcr 

lUitvl, b/ iljc ajthur tr^sl4tcd by 'Ir ( Ud^in lo have 
tjp <ncd dcfiD tij „o cxDmcnt of .^loot^Iiud Cooly Ktun t 
tut by Mr Ormc iLcir eipoh oa 1 ponp<tne I nil \. D 1743 
It II hovcicr jpp jcc! by Ujo Hi lury of the O ttrd Compjny 
itn lie r wa» 10 tence V. IJ 1 jJ, JUid ib l 

lit r U t iL 1 I Uu Utn »I la I7J> bcc Lmi ryjl Jit i t/ 
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Hubbeeb, a native of Shuaz, in Persia, who had 
been a broker at Hoogly , and who, although he 
could neither read noi write, possessed great activity 
of mind and expertness m business This man was 
very industrious in office, and made considerable 
retrenchments m the boat department and other 
expensive establishments. He aLo acquired large 
sums for his master, by the sale of monopolies , and 
is said to have treacherously put to death Noor Allah, 
the zemindar, of Jillalpore, on account of his great 
wealth. 

Some time after this event, a nephew of the* 
^Raja of Tipperah, having displeased his uncle, was 
banished the country. The youth took refuge with 
a Mohamrhedan zemindar, named Aka Sadik, and 
entreated him to assist him in recovering the share 
of his inheritance. The zemindar being intimately 
acquainted with Meer Hubbeeb, recommended the 
cause of the young man to him , and pointed out 
the favourable opportunity it offered of subjecting 
Tipperah to the Mohammedan arms. 

Mcer Hubbeeb, having represented the circumstan- 
ces to his master, obtained permission to proceed 

Tipperah becomes troops that were then 

a province of the in the vicinity of Dacca, to 'effect 
Moghul empire object The Moghul troops cross- " 

ed the Burhampooter, and entered Tipperah before 
the Raja was aware of their intentions , and having the 
yonng man with them whose cause they espoused, h 
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pointed out to them the road b) which they ihould 
advance. Aided by such a guide they reached the 
capital before the Raja could make any preparation 
to oppose them he was obliged to flee to the moun 
tains and the nephew was raised to the Raje upon 
condition of pajing a large portion of the revenue to 
the governor of Bengal The whole country In conse 
quence quietly submitted and thus the province of 
Tipperah which from time Immemorial had been an 
independent kingdom became annexed to the Moghul 
empire and in order to support the y oung Raja against 
his uncle, and at the same time to secure bis fealty 
a considerable number of Mohammedan troops ntre 
left in the countr> under the command of Aka Sadlk 
who was nominated Foujedar On receiving intelligence 
of this event the Nuwab was much pleased and changed 
the name of Tipperah to Roshenabad* (the countr> 
of light) and ^^ave to or procured for Moorshud 
Cool) the additional title ol Behadur and to Mcer 
Hubbeeb that of Khan. 

Inthe>ear 1146 Mohammed Tuckee the illegi 
\ !•* ... tlmatc son of the N Uftab went from 

Oriska, to pa> his respects to nls 
father but durinj, his residence at Moorshudabad 
disputes ran so hq,l» between him and his brother 
that each drew out their folio vers and would actual!) 
have come to a pitched battle had they not been pre 
vented by the intei(>osition of their fath er who e 
t lobihlf (i-i-n ih« ratUio limu ol ihs eniyiie. U is vi'd to 
a itf 1 U.J c ltc..otd 
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authority, joined to the mediation of the females of 
the family, effected an apparent reconciliation , and 
Mohammed returned to Cuttack, where he died in the 
following year. 

Upon the death of Mohammed Tuckee Khan, the 
Nuwab promoted his son-in-law, 
A D 17 n Aloorshud Cooly Khan Behadur, for 

whom he procured the title of Rubtein Jung (the Her- 
cules in battle', to the deputy government of Orissa , 
who carried witii him to that province, his Dewan 
Mecr Hubbeeb Through the management of the 
latter, tlie revenues of Orissa were considerably increas- 
ed, and the expenses diminished During the govern- 
ment of Mohammed Tuckee, the Raja of Pursotem 
had carried away the idol of jagernut* acro'^s the 
river Jelkeh (Chilka lake^, beyond the boundary of 
Orissa, and placed it in a mountain , which circums- 
tance injured the revenue of Orissa to tlie amount of 
nine lacs of rupees per annum, being the usual amount 
of the collection from the pilgrims. 

The first care of the new governor and his indefati- 
gable Dewan, although strict Mohammedans, was to 
compel the Raja of Pursotem to restore the idol to its 
' ancient temple ; where it has ever since remained un- 
' disturbed , and continues to attract a number of vota- 

t ries to its shrine, and to enrich the rulers of the 

province. 

When Moorshud Cooly Khan was removed to 

•Properly Jug Nath (lord of the world). The temple is situated 
m the town of Pursotem. 


4 SS 


IIISTOR\ OF DENIAL. 


[bECT VU 


On^sa the Vuwftb gave the government of Dacca to 
his :»on ^juricnr kiian but ordered him to bCiid tbi 
thtr aa bis dcput> Syed Ghalib Al> Kiian a person 
who asserted hia descent /rom the of Persia be 

also nominated Jeswont Ro) who had been preceptor 
to bertcraz Khan to he Dewan and to have the actuaJ 
manaj^cment of all aiTairs. Tne superintendence of the 
boat department wts entrusted to Aloond \J^ Khan, 
who was raarncil t » a daughter of befferay Khtii mid 
who bad in his employment an accounimt named Rij 
bullub of wh im more vvill be bcnaiftcr rejatei 

Whtn the^e officers amved at Dacca /tswont Roy 
was m obedte lus to the \ II vib sorrier invLsicd with 
the entire- m mjj,ement of the revenues He )nd been 
educated under tlic late Nuuab Moorsliud Coo y 
Khan who , c ample he emulated In pict) Integrity 
and indcfatii^ablc attention vO business and in lorroing 
V. U 1735 arTanj,eflicnU for the beiicfitsi of 

tile i^overnment studied to render 
them conducive to the (general c tsc and happiness of 
tac people. He abolished the mon >pol ca which had 
beta ii iriKiucoi by ^Icer Hubbeeb and alJo Ihu Impo 
iciou laid upon ram. 
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time , when Jeswont Roy, having sucqeeded in reduc-' 
mg the price of gram to Shaista Khan’s standard, 
ordered it to be opened. 

By the prudent administration of a system of sound 
policy and humanity, the rich province of Dacca was 
cultivated m eve»'y part, and abounded m every thing 
requisite for the comfort and gratification of its inhabit- 
ants Justice was administered with imcartiahty , and 
the conduct of Ghalib Aly Khan and Jeswont Roy 
'gained great credit to their principal, Serleraz Khan. 

As the Nuwab was far advanced in years, he relax- 
ed in his attention to business, and entrusted the ma- 
nagement of affaiis much to his son , ordering him, 
however, constantly to consultVith Hajy Ahmed, and 
the other members of his council. The young man did 
not, however, comply with this injunction, and the 
circumstance caused jealousy to arise betv/een him and 
the Hajy. 

After some time, Nuffeesa Begum, the sister of 
Serferaz Khan, persuaded her husband to recall Ghalib 
Aly Khan from Dacca, and to promote his snn-in-law, 
Murad Aly, to the government This 
A D i7j 7-8 young man appointed Rajbullub to be 
Peishkar, or head clerk, of the boat department , and 
commenced his government with many acts oi oppres- 
sion Jeswont Roy,, the Dewan, who had gained so 
high a reputation for his conduct, beheld these mea- 
sures with aversion , and resolving not to be a parti- 
cipator in them, resigned his appointment, and re- 
turned to Moorshudabad. Upon his resignation, the 
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new gownracnt gave a loose to their rapacity and 
violence, till they reduced the country to a state of 
comparative poverty and desolation. 

About this period, Sayid Ahmed the second son 
of Hajy Ahmed, who upon the succession of Sbujaa 
Addccn Khao had been appointed Foujedar of Rung 
pore, and who is accused of having ruled that district 
with great oppression having procured from Moor 
shudabad a considerable army invaded Dniagcporc 
and Cooch Behar and after compelling the Kajai to 
take refuge in the woods and mountains got possession 
of those countries together with the Immense treasures 
which the Rajas and their ancestors had amassed 
When intelligence of this event was received at 
Moorihudabad the Vuwab was pleased to confer the 
title of Khan Behodur on Sayid Ahmed, » a cir 
curmtance which was exceedingly flattering to the 
>ouog man s father 

The enemies of this family have asserted, that 
noMvithstaiiding the numerous beneflts conferred on 
them by Shujaa Addeeu Khan they were constantly 
plotting to render themselves Independent of his son 
b) sending their wealth to Fatna, and by remitting 
lar^jC sums of money to Dehly to procure for Aly 
Verd> Khan upon the death of the Vuwab the distinct 
government of Behar but of this part of the accusation 
there dfjcj not appear to be any proof Even had he 

Tbw was aa isvomtd povrtr on the of the Vuwab aM 
<40 oalr b« ocrouoicJ for bf ibc weak luis of the Moj;bui 
{wvetcmcet, the fci^a of Mohammed btub. 
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done so, although moralists might condemn his con- 
duct as a breach of private friendship, he would have 
been periectly acquitted by those acquainted with 
the politics of Hindoostan and the conduct of public 
men , as it is evident that Serferaz Khan had no more 
light to the gevernment, than the son of the 
nobleman who noio hblds that important office has to 
the succession 

The only attempt at insurrection during the 
' government of Shujaa Addeen Khan, was by the 
zemindar of Beerbhoom, named Budy al Zeman,* who 
was for a short tune in a state of rebellion. He was 
howevei quickly reduced, and compelled to pay, m 
addition to his former revenue, the sum of three lacs 
of rupees. 

At the period that the Persian usurper, Nadir 
Shah, entered into Hindoostan, and that the court of 
Dehly was in a state of the greatest perturbation at his 
approach, Shujaa Addeen Khan, finding his infirmities 
daily increase, and thnt he had but a shoit time to five, 
sent to Orissa, Doordaneh Begum, the wife, and Yahia 
the son, of Moorshud Cooly Khan, who, at the instiga- 
tion of Serferaz Khan, had been detained as hostages 
for the good conduct of Moorshud Cooly. He then 
appointed Serferaz Khan his heir, on condition that 
he would legard the Hajy, the Roy Royan, and Juggut 
Seat, as the steadfast counsellors of his father, and 
follow their advice iti all affairs of moment Although 

* He was the son of Assud Allah, mentioned in page 421 and 
imitated the conduct of his father. 
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Scrfcrai Khan bore no cordiality towards these men 
) ct, for /car of ofiending hts dying parent he promised 
to obey his comraandi, A very few days after this 
c\cnt \a. on the 13th Zilhijo I151 Shujaa Addccn 
resigned his soul to bis Maker un' 
A. D I 7 J 9 - \criiaUy regretted as a man of 

stnct %eraciiy general philanthropy and unbounded 
hberahly Previous to bis decease, he had creeled a 
mosque and a mausoleucn at Debpareh opposite to 
Moor^budalad, atd was Luiltd Uicicin. 


ALLA ADDOWLAH SCRfCRAZ KHAN 


^erfexai Kbvn Lake* p-^tscisieo of the go'^emmeot— Imitaie* 
the conduce of tiis gr-ui tfither Moonbud C.^1/ Khan ; but luucb 
addicted <0 (h pIc^Mjrc* of (be lIjram-'The envoys of Vadir 
Stub demand (be arrea s of revenue from D«8gaJ*> Tbo Nawjb 
piTS ibe amojat, ouo* m asy beano,. Nadir Shah s iMlet — 

Uitpite be(#cca (he 'f J^rab and (he bioVer Jugful heat The 

Nuwib quarrel* also Math if vjr Ab oed— CoQjpiracy aj,aia*t (he 
Nuwab— ilc di*co er* (he p ot—UcierramM (o diipiace Aly 

\ erdf Khia and hi* coo ic uoo*— P j ipunei hi* rcjoluuoq Alf 

\erdy pro>.urc* apvicni for (ho g ivcrojicnt— Marche* from 
1 atiu— Iftvuocc of hi* poh /~Vr(«*w ihc Nu»ab accu* ng 
him of ha<na. ia»id(cJ tui family— bexferar Klnn cilli hu 
lOj-v. I— Cjoaia, nf lli/y Ahm-J-loe Su»ab encinip* hi 
army-b**d*a^tnl*iodiKovef My Verdy Khan- lutentioo*-^ 
Alyterdfictdian envoy to (h« Nu-ab but con: one* hi, 
waitu-fue Nuwab, cecu rd by hi» letter* aJIon, him lu 
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approach withm a few miles— Aly Verdy attacks the Nuwab’s 
camp by surprise The Nuwab mounts his elephant, and rushes 
mto the heat of the engigem*nt — killed by a musquet ball — His 
troops disperse — Aly Verdy Khan sends his brother, the Hajy, 
to take possession of Moorshud..bad 

Immediately on the decease of his father, Serfaraz 
Khan took possession of the govern- 
ment , but notwithstanding his uncon* 
tested succession, he was so apprehen- 
sive of the intrigues of his enemies, that he would not 
venture out of the fort to attend the funeral obsequies 
of his father In obedience to the commands of the 
late Nuwab, he at first entrusted the management of 
affairs to Hajy Ahmed, the Roy Royan, and Juggut 
Seat , but despatched an envoy to Dehly, with a large 
sum of money, to solicit the confirmation of his 
appointment. 

Serferaz followed the example of his grandfather, 
Moorshud Cooly Khan, so far as regarded the exter- 
nal forms of devotion, by retaining a number of 
readers of the Koran, and other religious persons, 
in his pay . but he assumed a much gieater degree 
of pomp, and was always attended by a select 
corps of 2000 cavalry. He was also much addicted 
to the pleasures of the haram , and his seraglio is 
said to have consisted of 1300 women, of various 
descriptions , amongst whom he dissipated much 
of his ti ne,^ and entirely neglected business In 
short, all that could be said in his favour was, that 
he was neither a di unkard nor an oppressor 



494 


HISTORY OF BENGAL. 


[SECT M 


A \er> short time after Scrfcraz Khan had taken 
possession of the government and before he was 
Nidir Shah Confirmed in It a messenger sent 

enter* Dehli b) the Viiier Kummcf Addccn Khan 

announced the amv'al of Nadir Shah at Dehl} * 
and demanded the revenues of the three last > ears, 
ijcrfcrai Khan by the advice of Hajy Ahmed and 
the other two counsellors not only paid the money, 
but actually ordered com to be struck and the 
Khootbeh to be read from the pulpits In the name 
ol Vad^r Shah, These circumstances were afterwards 
laid hold of by the enemies of the young Nuuab 
t asoersc hb character and to render him suspected 
b\ the emperor ilohammcd bhah. 


Nadtr Shah «ptered Dchly on the 8 ih of 7 j)biJe a It Xijr 
^rT«pon•^lQg with ih« 8th of \I ir h 17J^ For an a couBt of 
tb 1 tniraiion, tee eiiher A r / I/nt ry cf tSaUr the 

jfid Y oluma of ihe or Jlitl ry / 

/> DikkM! 

ChukI Kinhnir Vakeel or acentof tbo Nuvab of Deotfal was 
otg of ihe Committee appoioud to raise the cnntrihutioo !n Lehly 
Imid» aftcrHardi ill treated h« murdered his whole famil) and 
then pot an cod to hi* ot^o cxuiencc. 

Oo the 33rd of March ao order w-a* made out that Mund 
J han, with nfiT of hubulind Khans bonemen should carry a 
ia(ub andfinnuj to Shujaa than Soubabdar of Bend's* 
anl lake from bira the tbreo ycats trciturc sod a pel lik ish. 
A ordinal) loco rupees woe | ivcn out of the Shah* treasury 
i \Iuiid I hao, for hii eapenae* j and 3 3ao rupees to the uAy 
h r eni 0 f?r ilnr charge* Knnd Kh^ was accompanic 1 by 
1 r Tuc*jC« i uli Uej —bee Ara/-r pj « 1 /j 
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In order to account for the animosity which 
Jugrgut Seat, the banker, bore Serferaz Khan, it is 
related, that such was the young Nuwab’s passion 
for beauty, that it could not be restrained within 
any bounds , and that he having learned that the 
eldest son of Juggut Seat was married to a woman 
of exquisite beauty, the curiosity of the Nuwab was 
so much inflamed, that he insisted on seeing her, 
although he' knew the disgiace which would be 
fixed on the family by shewing a wife unveiled ta 
a stranger. Neither the remonstrances of Juggut Seat, 
nor his power to revenge the indignity, availed to avert 
the Nuwab from his insolent and futile resolution. 
The young woman was sent to the palace in the evening , 
and after staying there a short space, returned, 
unviolated indeed, but dishonoured to her husband 

This event was soon after followed by an attempt, 
on the part of the Nuwab, to compel Hajy Ahmed 
to break off a marriage, the preliminaries of which 
had been all adjusted, between two of his grand- 
children , VIZ Mirza Mahmood, the son of Savid 
Ahmed, who was also adopted by Alv Verdy Khan, and 
a daughter of Attah Allah, the son-in-law of the Hajy, 
and to unite the- young lady to his own son. These 
two circumstances were the cause of 
cTonspiracy much discontent, and afforded the cons- 

^'uwab ' pirators sufficient grouud for com- 

plaint Ageuts were ^ent off to Dehly, to bribe the 
flagitious ministers of Mohammed Shah, to set aside . 
the appointment of Serferaz Khan, and to nominate - 
Aly Veidy Khan to the government of the three pro- 
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\Tnces. To effect this scheme, they represented in 
the blackest colours the eagerness xvith which Serferaz 
Khan had coined the money m the name of and 
hid proclaimed Nadir Shah emperor of Hindoostan 
They promised to pa> a fine of one crore of lopces 
and agreed to remit to court the whole of the property 
of Serferaz Khan amounting as they supposed to 
many crores of rup“e3 and to foruTud the amount of 
the reienues of the three provmces with the same re- 
gularity as had been practised in the time of the 
Nuwab Moorshad Cooly Khan. • 

At the same time Hajy Ahmed and Juggut Seat 
b> their attention to the young Nuwab endeavoured 
to lull him Into secunty and actually had the address 
to prevail on him bv wa> of retrenching his expenses 
to disband a coiuidcable part of Ins arm> all of 
whom Immediately repaired to Patna, and were enlisted 
b> Al> Vcrd> Khan. 

At length berfeaz Khan having received mtclll 
gcnce from h!s agents at Dchiv of the plot that was 
carr) ing on against him resolicd to counteract their 
dc<igns and determined not only to recall Aly Verdy 
Khan from Itchar but to displace cverj person of that 
famil) from the ofHcial situations which they held • 
lJut these iolcntions having l<cn secretly discovered 


li i!o<* iu>{ appear in aof of ihe auiborin s I h re had 
A to ihii beiffiar »ar ckcr cutUitmcd to ihe go^cjoacot. 
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by the Hajy and his colleagues, they watted upon the 
Nuwab, and, with the most downright effrontery, dent- 
ed the accusation , and, by their solemn protestations 
of inviolable duty and attachment to his family, pre- 
vailed upon him to postpone his new arrangements 
till the end of the year, when they promised to relin- 
quish their appointments, and-to deliver him a faithful 
account of all their pecuniary transactions It is stated 
A D 1740 Mutakhereen^ that 

ten months after the departure of 
Nadir Shah,* through the interest of Issac Khan, one 
of the chief counsellors of the emperor Mohammed 
Shah, the patents for the government of the three pro- 
' Vinces were made out in the name of, and forwarded to, 
Aly Verdy Khan ; who being now resolved on marching 
against Serferaz Khan, de'^ired an eminent astrologer, 
on whose predictions he reposed an unlimited confidence, 
to fix the day for the commencement of his journey 
but, in order to deceive the Nuwab, and the other per- 
sons to whom he did not yet wish to communicate the 
secret, he gave out that he was going to march against 
the refractory zemindars of Bouj^pore. In the mean- 
time, he intercepted all correspondence between Patna 
and Moorshudabad, and stopped all travellers on the road. 
Having appointed his son-in-law, Zyn Addeen, to 
be his deputy during his absence, and all things 

* Nadir Shah quitted Dehly, by account, on the 6th 

of May 1739 ) but by on the I 4 tb of April, leaving the 

government- of Hindoostan in a most crippled state See reign of 
Mohammed Shah, m Vol 11 . of Doiv's Hmdoostan^ jjand VoL 11 . of 
Sevii's Dekkan 
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bcing prepared for his departure Aly Vcrd\ Khan 
coramericed his march ton^ards Bouje- 
porc,intheendofEilUad A.n U :,2 
di«\uwab, and encamped the first day at Vans 

ila/cb, 1740 Julians reserfoir on the north iveat 
side of Patna- In the evening he gave orders to as 
icmble all the principal offi ers of his army and when 
they w'ere collecte i in hli tent he introduced into tlie 
asiembly two perJons the one a venerable Mussclman 
of known pietv with the K iran In his hand the other 
a Drahman who held in hu ri^^ht hand a vusc of the 
Ganges water and in the left a branch of the sacrcti 
Alter a short pause lie conjured the Moham 
medans to sw'car by the glonou-i Kjran and the ilm 
doot to aihrm by placi ig tl cir bands on those sacred 
emblems that they would follow him uhcrcsocver he 
led that they should con ider ins enemies as their 
enemies his friends as tlicir friends and that what 
ever mti^ht be lus fate the> Wiuld stind by him invio 
lably ivith their lives and firtuncs So unexpected an 
address produced the desired olKct the old officers 
uho had long served under Ins command and hid 
received from him nurperous favours set the example 
and readily took the oath and the new ones not sus 
l>cctlng the stratagem bound ihcmschxs la do as he 
ilcvfrcd. 

Aiv Verdy Khan having satfsfied his mMd on this 
imp ftant subject diiclosc\l tv them the cerbt of his 
'•sj-* Inion an<J infvrm-J the n that forced b> Die 
injuries oiTcred to hlrnvclf to his brother audio every 



^icr \i] Nuw \l^ siRrnu\/ kii\x Ioo 

nuinidual in their faniihes he u.i^ inaichin^ ag.un^t 
their oppre'^ior, Sorfei.v-' ICh.in, ic-^olvuv^ to put an end 
to his tyranii) This speech startled in.inv of the ollieeis , 
but as thev had all taken an iiueiuiditional oath, 
there was no loom to retrciit. It beinij alieady ni^ht, 
the assemblv w is dismissed , and at tlay-hieak the 
next morntu'jj, the whole army m.irched round the eitt , 
and proceetled with much rapidity tovvaids lienqal. 
Having, by a successful stratagem, gamed possession 
of the pisses ol I'ernagurry and Sicklygully, .My Verdv 
Kh.in then condescended to write to the Nuwab 1 he 
follov.ing IS said to have been the pm part of his 
letter 

" Exclusive of the many affronts you have offeied 
“ to my brother Hajy \hmcd, attempts have been lately 
" made upon the honour of our family. Your humble 
"servant m order to save that family fiom fmther dis' 

‘ grace, has been obliged to come so f.ir , but with no 
"other sentiments than those of fidelity <ind submission. 

" Your humble servant therefore entreats, that Hajy 
" Ahmed may be immediately permitted to come to him, 

“ with all his family and dependants,” 

Serferaz Khan was surprised and confounded at this 
intelligence, and immediately called a general assembly 
of his ministers and officers , where having summoned 
Hajy Ahmed, he accused him of being m league with 
his brother, a’nd threatened instantly to put him tnde itli. 
The Hajy, with that coolness and appirent indiffer- 
ence for which he was noted, assured the Nuwab that Aly 
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Vcrf^> Khan had no other intentions than those ex 
pressed In the letter , and that if he would permit him 
to po to hu brother he would prevail on him Im 
mediately to return towardi Patna. Thli proposal 
was \*arinud) received b> the members of the coun 
al some of them were of opinion that the Haj> 
ought not to be trusted but others thinking that 
his detention omld be of no consequence and that 
It would be better to put his veracit) to the test, 
prevailed upon the Nnvvab to let him depart 

The Hajy lost not a moment In quitting Moor 
shudabad with all his family and whilst on hli 
tva) to meet his brother he wrote to the Nuwab a 
letter to the following purport 

“ Be assured that Aly Verdy Khan Is In hif 
** heart one of ) our most faithful and attached servants 
**but as he IS now at the head of a powerful army 
“devoted to his cause let me persuade > our highness 
not to oppose his wish of paying his respects 
“ to >ou and >f stating his complaints think not 
“of moving from > our palace or of marching against 
* him in iiostile arra) lie U sensible that ho 1ms 
“ man) enemies in) our court and should )Ou follow 
' the advice of those persons I fear he may in 
dc pair and for the preservation of his hfe and 
“licmur venture upon sotno rash step the consequence 
“ of which tro) Lc CaiaL “ 

Ilaj) Ahmed joined hU brother, while on tlio 
match m ihc vicimt) of Kajcraabcl , and In order 
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nominally to fuliil the promise he had made the 
Niuvab, he pre\ailod upon Aly Verdy to turn his 
elephant, ard to proceed a sliort distance on the way 
to Patna. 

In the meantime, the Xuwab, havin'^ summoned all 
the Foujedars to his assistance, assembled his troops, 
and ordered them to encamp on the pi nn between 
Gheria and Comra, about twenty-two miles north of 
Moorshudabad. llis army is said to have consisted 
of ^Ofibo cavalry and infantry, and a numerous tcain 
of artillery. Ills troops were, however, not equal in 
courage or discipline to th ise of .\Iy Verdy Khan , 
and the commander of the ordnance, named Shariar 
Khan, a connection of the Hajy’s, is accused of 
having treacherously neglected to take to camp any 
shot for the guns ; but previous to the commence- 
ment of hostilities, the plot was discovered ; and a 
Portuguese, named Paiichoo, was appointed to command 
A D 1740 artillery. On the 22d of Mohur- 

rem, A. Ii 1153, the Nuwab joined 
the camp at Comra, but halted there to receive the re- 
port of two agents whom he had sent to Aly Verdy 
Khan to discover his real intentions these persons 
shortly returned, and represented that Aly Veidy still 
professed himself a faithful and attached servant they 
were however accoinp i iied oy an agent of Aly Verdy's, 
named Mjhamned Aly, wh > presented a petition from 
his master, which, after detailing various subjects of 
complaint, requested that certain persons belonging to 
’ the court, who were his enemies, might be banished, 
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after ^nbich he would advance unattended and pay his 
respects to the Nuwab and m proof of his slnceritv 
he sent b) the agent a case, said to contain a Koran 
upon which he had sworn to adhere to his engage 
mcnt« 

Aly Verdy khan having arrived within twelve 
miles of the Vuwabs cvmp without receiving any 
answer to his petition again sent another messenger 
to request the Vuwab s forgive css and to state his m 
icntion of paving his respects the following dav the 
Vuwab was deceived b> this stratagem and givt orders 
that an elegant entertainment should be prepared for 
the occasion the troops of the Nuwab also under 
standing that matters were to be amlcabl) fettled 
were totally off their guard 

In the evening AI> Verdy Khan Issued orders to 
his troops for the attack he divided his armv into 
three columns one of which had directions to proceed 
dunng the night, and get into the rear of the Nuwibs 
camp and upon heiring the attack of the other two 
columns m front to unite tlicir efforts At the dawn 
of da> Al> Vcniy Khan having, advanced to the 
skirts of the Nuwahs camp unpcrccivcd opened a 
cannonade One of the first balls passsing througli 
S'rfcrai Khans tent roused him from hislctliargv 
and awakened him to a s^iise of his danger and the 
l<rti t> of his cncm> he h vcver In ihcmo^tun 
daunted manner mounted Ills elephant and calling to 

the eocmi » of Mjr \ crdjr stair ib*l the cave dij not con 
ix-aaKi t Uai a tne* coftisd »iib ciolU of 
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hib troops to follow him, advanced towards Aly Verdy 
Khan. 


The elephant driver, seeing that very few of the 
troops were following him, represented to the Nuvvab 
the danger of the situation, and requested permis- 
sion to carry him off the field to Beerbhoom , the zemin- 
dar of which district being very powerful, and the 
country by nature strong, would afford nim a safe re- 
fuge till he could be joined by his friends Serfeiaz 
Khan, who was worthy of a better fate, spurned at this 
advice, and ordered the driver to carry him into the 
thickest of the enemy He had nearly expended the 
whole of his quiver of arrows, when a musquet ball 
struck him in the forehead and sent his soul to the 


mansions of eternity As soon as this event was 


' The Nuwab slam 
in battle 


known, the troops, with the exception 
of a body of Afghans, under Ghows 


Khan, fled on all sides Meer Hub- 


beeb, the Dewan of Moorshud Cooly, who had joined 
the army with the quota of troops from Orissa, imme- 
diately rode off, with his followers, towards home , 
literally fulfilling the proverb, — 


“ He that fights and runs away, 

“ May live to fight another day ” 


During the plundering of the camp, Seiferaz Khan’s 
elephant diiver, unperceived by the enemy, conveyed the 
corpse to Moorshudabad , and at midnight, his son Diirza 
Amany caused it to be buried in a private manner at 
Nuktakhaly. Mirza Amany, and Yeasseen Khan, the 
Foujedar, made preparations to defend the city , 
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but the troops refusing to support them, they vrere 
obliged to submit to the conqueror who immedUtely 
despatched his brother Hjj> Ahmed to srcure the 
family and trcasurca of the deceased and to assure 
the inhabitants of his protection and lasouc 


NUW\B SIIUJAA AL MOOLK HISSAM -tU 
DOWLAH MOHAMMED ALA VLRDY 
KHAN BEHADURsMOHABUT JUNG 

Aly Vcrdf Khin posietsIoDof the gOAeromeat- Mi» ]i> 
pr>cn icil cooduct* bcodi Uige luus of isuoe> and valuabJo 1 1 
heats to the emporor aad totbe vjs r*> at Dehly»ConBrmed m 
tbe government- Obuios addmonoi lulei lor himself bis three 
soai lo law and bjs ^raadsoos- D sinbutes tbe public ■'ffices to 
them and his other dependants— Assigns an aUowioce for tbe sup 
port of the family of the Uto Nu«ral>— sUanned b/ the approach 
of a messcnt>cr from court to demand the treasure and ciTects of 
borferas Knan — I olincal cood ict on this occastoo — Resolves to 
place one of hiiovo dependants m the deputy gorernmect of Un 
sa— ( ives D^t re to Moorihud C roly Kbao brother in law of the 
1 to Nu»ah. to quit that province — Mo irihud Cuolf rcfaics— \ly 
Vecdj m conseq icace mweb stowatds OrUsa— Mooishu 1 Cod/ 
a Ivance* to Ualiaiore -\q etifcagemeni tabes place— Moorsliud 
Cosdy defeated —Kctircs on board a ship to Masulipotam — Al/ 
\ccdjr pioeclt to C tuck-'M'itles the ifi rs of that profince - 
\; pouts bis viininliw S*)id \hmeJ to the govciaracnt— The 
ucw uvernor ^1 e* oiTence to the people who nse and lake him 
Htwwer and hoove for th r govern HtjkirKhan* \I) \ti|f 
KaAO. gain ourcbci to Onssa-I)«fc ii the icbcJs aud ret ikes 
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his son-in-livv — Appoints Mohammed ‘ Mausoom deputy-g'overnor 
of the province- Returns towards Benyal — Ihe iMihrattas of 
iierar a iddenly invade Benyil — Surround the Nuwabat Burdwm 
— The Nu vab effecis his retreat to Cutwi — The Vlahrattas, 
led on by Mecr Hubbeeb, plunder VIoorshudabtd— fh** Nuwab 
returns to Moorshudabaa— I he Mahrattas get possession of all 
the countries on the west of the Bhagarutiy river — 1 he English 
dig an entrenchment round Calcutta — T*ie Nuwab unexpectep 
attacks, and defeats, the Mahrattas — Pursues them to Midnapore — 
Again defeats them, and drives them out of Orissa — SufFder Jung, 
governor of O »de ordered by the emperor to assist Ah Verdy 
Khan — advances as far as Patna — Aly Verdy, jealous of his power, 
declines his assistance, and requests him to return home — Bengal 
at once invaded by two Mahratta armies— Aly Verdy bribes those 
of Poona, to assist him in expelling the Berar troops — They return 
the following year — The Nuwab enters into a treaty with them , 
and invites Boskar Raow, the general, to an interview — Assassina- 
tes him, and a number of the Berar officers — Hajy Ahmed quarrels 
with his brother, and retires to Patna — Mustapha Khan, the Nuw- 
ab’s general, mutinies — Marches away without permission — Plun- 
ders Rajemahel, and takes possession of Mongier — Advances to- 
wards Patna — Opposed by the deputy-governor of Behar — Aly Ver- 
dy Khan pursues the rebels — Engagement between the governor 
of Behar and the rebels — Mustapha Khan wounded — Retires to 
Chunar — The Berar Mahrattas agam invade Bengal— Aly Verdy 
Khan returns to Moorshudabad — Enters into a feigned ncgociation 
with the Mahratta Chief — The Mahrattas retreat — The Nuwab dis- 
misses the remainder of the Afghans from his service — Celebrates 
the marriages of his grandsons — Sends an army, under Meer Jaffier 
Khan, to expel th* Afghans from Orissa- An army of Mahrattas 
again invade Orissa, and compel Jaffier Khan to retre it — I he K 4 - 
wab sends a reinforcement to him, under the roinilliud of Atta Alla 
— These two Chiefs conspired to depose Aly Verdy PJn ; — he plot 
discovered— The two Chiefs compelled toquit ihe 'i'/io Nu- 

wabdeteats the Mahrat as — An uisun'^e'io/i by the Afghans, in 
Behar — The msurgents murder the Nyv/ibh v/e‘he/ and ^on-m-tv 
and plunder their property- Aly Verdy a/arehes agau"v 
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rebcli, althnugb luiroundcd by the Mahraiuu — The rebeU unite 
with the ilahratlas—rhe Nuwab cogagei their united forcci— 
( uei them a toul defeat — Advances to Patna, and appoinis hii 
‘^rosdsnn Scraje ad Dowlah, t,o\enic»r Raja Jank) Ram, deputy 
^o%emor of Bchar and Sayid \hincd, Foujedar of I uroeah — Ke 
turns to Moorshodabod — The MahratUs return to Berar but 
Icare a detachment in Cuttack— The Vuvab marches to Cuttack 
but ttot being able to overtake the Mabrattos retems to Midna 
poie— Seraje ad Oowloh rebels, and attempts to leue Patna— De 
feared and taken pnsooer — Delivered up to the Nutvab, who for 
^iTCS him — /Vly \ erdy Khan returns to Moonbudabad and, for two 
years, in vain puna es the Mabrattos— Agrees to yield to them the 
province of Cuttack and to pay ihcru t«elvc lacs of nipeet per 
aonam as the Choutcof Ueoi,^— rhe Suwabencouragci tha int 
provement of the country— Hu two sons Nuoxisb Mohammed and 
baytd Ahmed, die— The Nuwab token lU— Dies— His character 

Als Verd^ Khan was sensible tliat if he had mar 
ehed his troops into the city of Moor^hudabad Iinmedl 
atcK after the victory it would hate been im|K3sslbIe 
to ha\c restrained them from plundcnin, the effects and 
lica urc of berferu Khan. IK therefore halted tint 
and the (olluwtn^, da\ un the field of battle but on tlio 
in-irntnj, of the third day being abjut the isthofSuflcr 
1153 proceeded lit t,rcal state I -tards the city and 
A, D 174a tJpijn hi entering It instead of going 
l> the palace he went to the residence 
(f />nct al Nib'ia the daught^,r of Moorshud Cool) 
-nd mother jf Serferaz Kbaii and hating at the gate 
ulij litcd from hiicKphau hr made a profound obclsan 
cc and ent b> oneuf tlwr eunuchs a most respectful 
nir age to the IJc;,um to i hcit her fory,i\cncss. Tlic 
mctia;,c u said to I ate b cn couched In tnc follow ing 
tciins 
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“ That which was predetermined in the book of fate 
“has come to pass, and the ingratitude of your worth- 
“less servant is now recorded on the unfading page of 
“history, but he swears, that as long as life shall last, 
“he will never more swerve from the path of respect, or 
“the duties of submission. He hopes that the vileness 
‘of his misdeeds shall, in time, be effaced from your for- 
“giving mind , and that you will condescend to accept, 
“in extenuation of his crimes, this demonstrations of 
“perfect obedience to your commands, and tokens of 
“his most dutiful attachment” 

During the time he was delivering this message, he 
seemed greatly aifected , but as no answer was returned, 
he again mounted his elephant, and proceeded to the 
Chehel Seioon, a palace built by Shujaa Addeen Khan 
for public ceremonies, which was surrounded by a colon- 
nade of forty pillars , and immediately upon entering 
the hall of audience, he took possession of the musnud 
of state, and received the offerings and congratulations 
of all the persons present ; while the event was pro- 
claimed to the city by a royal salute from the artillery, 
and by the sounds of martial music 

Having taken possesssion of the treasures of the 
unfortunate Serferaz Khan, which had accumulated to 
an immense amount by the savings of his ’father and 
grandfather, Aly Verdy Khan sent a crore of rupees in 
specie, and to the amount of seventy lacs in jewels, 
plate, silks, and muslins, as offerings to the emperor 
Mohammed Shah and his Viziers : and the former, in 
return for this proof of his obedience and loyalty, shortly 
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after confirmed him £n the government of the three 
provinces, and conferred on him the rank of commander 
of 7poo horse, with the additional titles of Shajaa a1 
Moolk, and Hlssam ad Dowlah. Titles of honour were 
also conferred on his three sons In law viz. on the eldest 
Nuazish Mohammed thatof Shehamut Jung onSayld 
Ahmed, the scoond that of Sorrlut Jung and on Zyn 
Adecn the youngest thatof Shokut Jung* For his 
grandson Mlrza Mahmoud son of Zyn Addecn, whom 
he had adopted as hts heir he procured the title 
of Seraje ad Dowlah Shah Cooly Khan Bebadur and 
for the younger brother of the Utter, the title of Akrcm 
ad Dowlah. And that these titles should be supported 
with proper dignity the Nuwab conferred on Nuaxlsh 
Mohammed the government of Dacca, to which he on 
nexed the districts of Sllbet Tlpperah and Chittagong 
with permission to perform the office by deputy Zyn 
Addeen he conBrmed m the government of Behar and 
to Sayid Ahmed bo promised the government of 
Onssa, as soon as It could be secured. To his other 
relations and dependants he gav'c various employ 
mcnts and bestowed on them l^o sums of money 
from the treasures of his predecessor 

The wives and two sons of Sericru Khan were 
..cnt to Dacca, and a handsome allowance assigned for 
thdr support but the numerous concubines of the 
deceased were permitted to provide for themselves. 

•TbcM uiles are all syooafnxMs, mcaolos iho farmlUiU u* 
Mr U IS rc<^amic these uU^ &bo^ bo rcauabered by the 
Oneaul Kholir 
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Nuffeesa Begum, the.sister of the djeceased, condescend- 
ed to take on herself the office of superintendent of 
of N uazish Mohammed’s seraglio, provided she was 
allowed to adopt for her heir a posthumous spn of her 
brother, named Aka Baba. Her excuse for thus de- 
meaning herself was, that she might thereby be of 
service to her brothe’s family , and so scrupulous was 
she in her conduct, that she was never seen by Nuazish, 
who used to converse with her on business through a 
curtain. 

After these arrangements, and when Aly Verdy 

/ . ^ Khan considered himself firmly fixed 

A. D 1741. . , - , , , , 

in his government, he was alarmed by 

intelligence, that Mohammed Shah, dissatisfied with 
the sum that had been remitted to Dehly as the amount 
.of Serferaz Khan’s estate, had despatched ah officer, 
named Mureed Khan, not only to demand the whole of 
the treasures, but the amount of two years’ revenues 
which were due , but being ever fertile in expedients, 
he immediately wrote to that officer, not to take the 
trouble of coming so far as Bengal, as he would do 
himself the honour of meeting him at Rajemahel, and 
deliver to him the residue of the late governor’s pro- 
perty. The letter, besides, is supposed to have con- 
tained a draft for a large sum of money on his banker 
at Patna, for Mureed Khan’s private use, and had the 
desired effect of inducing him to halt there for some 
weeks. 

Aly Verdy Khan took with him some lacs of rupees. 
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in specie, seventy lacs m jewels, much gold and silver 
furniture, a quantity of prcdoui stufls, and a number 
of elephants and horses, and proceeded with consider- 
able expetitlon to Rajemahel, wb jre be delivered the 
abo\'e articles to Murreed Khan , and having made 
that ofEcer some valuable presents, prevailed upon him 
to give a receipt for the cflects, and return to Dchly, 
without coming to any settlement with regard to the 
arrears of revenue. 

The next object ofthoNuwabs solicitude was to 
dispossess Moorshud Cooly Khan, the son m law ot 
Shujaa Addeen Khan, of the government of Orissa. It has 
been before stated that when Serferaz Khan collected 
his army to oppose Aly Verdy Khan, the troops of 
Onssa had him under tbo command of Metr 
Hubbeeb, who bad given such a specimen of his abiii 
ties at Dacca but that these troops bad not taken 
any part in the battle of Gbcria and on the death of 
Serferaz Khan had retired precipitately to Orissa. 

Shortly after that event, Moorshud Cooly, sensible 
of his inability to oppose Aly Verdy Khan sent an 
envoy to him to discover what were his intentions 
and to endeavour to negodate a treaty of amity 
with him but the Nuwab entertaining suspicions of 
bis smecrity desired the envoy to inform bis master, 
that he had no animosity against him, and that it was 
far from his Inclination to Injure him but that hU re- 
maining In the govermnent of Orissa vras Impossible 
he therefore requested that he would retire from that 
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province, with all his property and family, by whatever 
route he chose, and that he should meet with no 
molestation. 

The governor of Orissa, being an unambitious 
character, would willingly have accepted his offer ; but 
his wife, Doordaneh Begum, and his courtiers, rejected 
it with disdain, and compelled Moorshud Cooly to send 
a letter of defiance to his ad^fersary. 

The challenge was immediately accepted ; and Aly 
Verdy Khan, having selected from his army 12,000 of 
the most efficient troops, left his brother, the Hajy, in 
charge of the government, and proceeded towards 
Orissa. 

On intelligence of his approach, Moorshud 
Cooly Khan having summoned his friends to a consul- 
tation, laid his sabre before them , and after inveighing 
against the usurpation and treachery of Aly Verdy 
Khan, declared his intentions of opposing him, should 
they be firm in their support and attachment ; but 
otherwise, to retire to some place of security with his . 
family. The assembly unanimously assured him of 

♦Jonathan Scott, Esq , author of the History of iJie Depart, 
having compiled the Life of Aly Verdy Khan from the same 
materials as are in my possession, I have taken the liberty of 
using his narrative for a great part of the remainder of this 
Chapter, retaining the onginal names, instead of the titles, the 
number ' and frequent change of which are very perplexing in. 
Oriental history. The life of Aly Verdy IChan, as detailed m the 
Sier cd Mutakhereen^ would alone make a considerable-sized ^ 
volurhe. 




513 


mSTOR\ OF BENGAL. 


[SECT VL 


then* fidelity, and readiness to engage in war , and ^ the 
chiefs of the army, at his request, rcglrt the sabre 
round his waist After this having sent his family and 
treasure to the fort of Barabutty* he moved from Cut 
tack and advancing beyond Balasore, encamped in a 
strong situation surrounded by thick woods and a 
riier fortifying his cam p with nearly three hundred 
pieces of cannon. 

Aly Verdy Khan speedily arrived on the bank of 
the rher within a few miles of the enemy , and baited 
long being incapable of dislodging him from bis secure 
position In this situation bis camp was but ill sup- 
plied wnth provisions the zemindars being attached to 
Moorshud Cooly Khan and cutting ofT the Nuwabs con 
voys, so that his troops sQon began to murmur Mcerra 
llaukir Khan learning the dissatisfaction of the 
Nuwabs army imprudently moved from biscamp con 
trary to the remonstrances of Moorsbnd Cooly Khan and 
ofTcred battle which was gladly accepted by Aly Verdy 
Khan. The engagement was long and bloody but finally 
decided m favour of the latter Moorshud Cooly Khan 
his son in law, and chief dependants made good their 
retreat to Balosoro from whence they embarked on 
board ships and arrived safely at Masulipatam, on 
the coast of Coromandel where they were generously 
rcca^cd by the 1 oujedor, Anvrer ad Dlcn Khan, 
The Raja of Ryttenpore on the borders of Orissa 

•Tlui fon was ura by Uid Brlush troops, oo ibo mh oT 
OooUr itoj. fU^isUr lijj. 
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hearing of their flight, with a magnanimous humanity 
detached a force to Cuttack, and brought off their 
/ families and treasure in safety to his residence, where 
he delivered them to Baukir Khan, who was sent to 
receive them. 

Aly Verdy Khan, after his victory, marched to 
Cuttack , and having arranged tBp affairs of the 
province,' entrusted the governmeiu to his nephew, 
Sayid Ahmed, the second son of Hajy Ahmed. He 
then returned to Moorshudabad, and employed him- 
self in regulating the concerns of Bengal, in which 
he consulted and the ease and satisfaction of the 
public. 

Sayid Ahmed, in his government of Cuttack, did 
not act with that prudence becoming his situation. 
He vexed the adherents of Moorshud Cooly Khan, 
who had remained in the province under promise 
of not being molested in their estates by fines and 
extortion, on pretence that they had secreted money 
belonging to their late Chief , and, ^being much 
addicated to pleasure, was guilty of excesses in 
procuring women for his Jiaram from the inhabitants. 
To these oppressions he added an impolitic neglect- 
oC^ the troops stationed with him by his uncle, in 
lessening their pay to garrison allowance, which gave 
great disgust, so that numbers deft his service. 
Their places he filled with natives of Cuttack, who, 
for the satisfaction of living at home, accepted of a 
trifling salary. These men were secretly attached to 
the late governor, whose son-in-law now resided on 
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the borders of the provicc, m hopes of opportunity 
oficnng to renew his attempts. The conduct of 
Sayid Ahmed becoming d^y more oppressive to 
the people, they at length invited Moorsbud Cooly 
Khan to return but he was too fond of bis present 
retirement to hazard his person, and rejected their 
oflers. They then had recourse to Baukir Khan 
who gladly accepted their promises of support and 
measures were so secretcly contrived that the goicr 
nor was suddenly taken prisoner in his palace in 
a general Insurrection of the people and delivered to 
Baukir Khan, who assumed the government of 
Cuttack. 

Aly Verdy Khan on intelligence of this event, 
lost no time la preparing to remedy the disaster 
His brother Hajy and the mother of Sayid Ahmed 
apprehensive for the safety of their son would have 
prevailed upon him to give up Orissa to Baukir 
Khan on promise of allegiance and attnbuted the 
success of the Utter to aids be bad received from 
Nizam al Moolk, whom It would be Impolitic to dis 
please, as It might bnng upon him the force of the 
Dekkon, and the loss of Bengal but he paid no alien 
tion to their advice. Ina short time his forces were 
rcad> and having left his son in law Nuazisb, in the 
command of Moorsbudabad ho began bis march, at 
the bead of twenty thousand horse and foot. As an 
encouragement to his chiefs bo had ordered them to 
make conudcrable additions to their corps, and 
promued a reward of a lac of rupees to the person who 
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should recover Sayid Ahmed from captivity * and if he 
should be the commander of a corps, to give two 
months* pay additional to each man. 

Baukir Khan, on the approach of the Nuwab, 
entrenched himself on the banks of the Muhanuddee , 
but having little hope of success against so powerful 
an enemy, sent ofT his baggage and family to the 
Dekhan. Resolved that Sayid Ahmed should not 
survive his defeat, he placed him in a covered 
under the charge of two Moghuls, who had orders to kill 
him, should the troops of the Nuwab pursue and come 
up with them. To make his death the surer, he 
privately ordered the escort of horse who guarded the 
carriage, on the approach of an enemy, to thrust their 
spears into it, and destroy both the victim and the 
executioners. The Nuwab attacked the entrench- 
ments of Baukir Khan, who was deserted in an instant 
by his troops, too much intimidated to make resistance , 
and the victors pursued so closely, that they speedily 
overtook the escort of Sayid Ahmed ; when numerous 
spears were thrust into the carriage, and one of the 
Moghuls was killed , but Sayid Ahmed escaped unhurt, 
by the wounded man falling upon nim. The other 
Moghul was slightly wounded , and made his escape, 
while the pursuers were releasing their recovered 
prince. Aly Verdy Khan, having returned thanks for 

his easy victory, and the safety of his nephew from 
such imminent danger, sent him, with a consi era e 


•A carriage drawn by oxen 



UISTORY O? HEl^GAL, 


[SECT VI, 


Sl6 

force for his protection to hia parents at Moorshndabad^ 
not thlnJung it pmdentto entrust him again with, the 
gOTemnient of Cuttack. The women and family of 
Sayid Ahmed, who had been detained prisoners in a 
fortrets, were released on news of the victory, by the 
garrison and escorted safely to him. The N 
having regulated the aflalrs of the recovered province 
gave charge of it to an officer of experience, named 
Mohammed Masoom Khan and appreben din ; 
danger near very impolltfcally and unjustly d> 3 banded 
his new levies and permitted most of the troops to 
retire to their homes while he with only his principal 
chiefs and about five thousand horse marched slowly 
towards his capital enjoying the amusement of 
hunting on the way but this calm was suddenly over 
cast by storms which threatened his destruction and 
the desolation of the provinces. 

Aly Verdy Khan was encamped near Midnapore, 
when intelligence amved that Boikar 
jovade Pundit had been detached by Rago 

A. D 1741 _ jee Bboselab the Mahratta Chief of 
Bcrar at the head of forty thousand horse to demand 
the choute of Bengal and was rapidly advancing to- 
wards him • butthoNuwab not cxpec ing that they 

• It do« oot appear what was the object of the Bcrar Mah 
rauas j ^beihcr to coflqoer Beogal. to plomlcr it, or to establish 
the tXsiU or daun for Jio foorth pan of the rereaoci, at, owjojp 
to wtakseis of ibo Mojhal govenuneot, they bad done la tcrenl 

other ptonKci. Aly Verdy Khaa suspected they had boeo msii 
fWed byiheNuam, «ha, a short luno prtrious, had established 
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would enter by Orissa, was little alarmed at the report , 
as he had received advice of their intention to pass 
through Behar ; and had intended, on his return to the 
capital, to take measures to resist them, for which he 
fancied he should have ample time, before they could 
reach that province. In this, however, he was mis- 
taken, as an express suddenly arrived that the enemy 
was within twenty coss of his camp. The Nuwab upon 
this hastened his march to Burdwan, a considerable 
town, intending to place in it his heavy baggage, and 
engage the Mahrattas. Shortly after his arrival, they 
appeared, and laid waste the environs of the camp with 
fire and sword. Some skirmishes took place, with little 
loss on either side ; the enemy, whose object was plun- 
der only, not choosing to risk a general action. Some- 
days passed in this manner, when Boskar Raow pro- 
posed evacuating the country for a contribution of ten 
lacs of rupees , but this was refused , and Aly Verdy 
Khan resolved to push his way to Moorshudabad, 
where he could recruit his scattered force He issued 
orders for the greatest part of the heavy baggage and 
camp followers to remain at Burdwan, but in vain, as 
they were too much alarmed to trust themselves in the- 
town , but the consequence of their disobedience was 
nearly fatal. On the first day’s march, the Mahrattas 
surrounded the line , and Aly Verdy Khan, unable to 

bis independent authority at Hyderabad, and was supposed to be 
jealous of the rising- power of the governor of Bengal. For the 
origin of the Berar Mahrattas, see Lord Wellesley’s Mahratta 
War 
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defend the numerous crowd of useless attendants, and 
market people ofhis army, now reduced to less than five 
thousand fighting men, had the mortification of losing 
the chief part of his baggage artillery and tents. When 
he halted for the night, only a small tent could be pro- 
cured for his rccepdon. Ho now despatched a messen 
gcr with officers to pay the tea lacs of rupees to the 
Mahrattas but Boskar Raow refused anu demanded 
a crore,» with all the elephants belonging to the Nnwab. 
Aly Verdy refused such degrading concessions and 
the next day proceeded on his march, which was harass- 
ed as usual and what little baggage remained, fell a 
prey to the enemy, who bowe>*er, could make no Im 
pression on the mam body< and were often repulsed 
from the charge. For three days a running fight was 
kept up, during which the greatest distress for provi 
slons and shelter from heavy ram was experienced by 
the troops of Aly Verdy Khan. On the fourth be 
reached Cutwa, which the hlabrattas had laid waste 
and had destroyed large magaslnes of grain by fire 
but enough remained though In a parched state, to bo 
an acceptable supply to an army almost perishing with 
hunger Here the Nuwab encamped, on the bank of 
the nver Bhaganitty secured by his position from fur 
iber Insult of the enemy and having written to his 
capital of the situation be was in Nuarish Mohammed 
joined him expeditiously with a considerable reinforce 
ment, and plcntllul supplies of provisions from the 


• Upvardi cf a tallfiop stcrliOg 
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opposite bank of the river, which was yet unmolested by 
the enemy. 


Boskar Pundit, the Mahratta general, from the fear 
of passing the rains in the country of an enemy who 
had so gallantly opposed him, would have now retreat- 
ed to .Berar , but Meer Hubbeeb, who during the first 
invasion of Orissa have abandoned his former master, 
and taken employment witli Aly Verdy Khan, and 
who, having been taken prisoner, had accepted the ser- 
vice of the Mahrattas, advised him to remain, offering 
to provide subsistance for his army, and to guide a 
detachment to Moorshudabad, which might easily be 
plundered, it being unfortified, Boskar relished his 

A nl 17^2 proposal, and entrusted him with the 
command of some thousand horse. 
The Nuwab, having intelligence of this design, left 
Cutwa, and hastened to the capital , where he arrived 
one day after Meer Hubbeeb, who had already plunder- 
ed the suburbs, especially the bank of Juggut Seat, to 
the amount of the three lacs of rupees. On the arrival 
of Aly Verdy Khan, he retreated, and prevailed on 
Boskar, to encamp at Cutwa for the rainy season , and 
the Nuwab, satisfied with having preserved the city 
from plunder, deferred further operations till he could 
recruit his army, and strengthen the capital by new 
works. The enemy, while the fords permitted, advanced 
two or three times to Palassy and Daoodpore, not 
many miles distant from Moorshudabad , plundering 
the villages, till the swelling of the Bhagarutty confined 
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-them to the opposite shore. Dunng the rams, Boskar 
Buncht, by means of Meer Hubbeeb, possessed himself 
of Hoogly Iojelee,aad all the districts of Burdwan and 
Hidoapore, as far as Balasore also Beerbhum Raje> 
shahy and Rajemahel so that except Moorshudabad 
and Its envlroos, notlung remained to the Nuwab west 
of the Ganges bat the dutnets to the cast of that 
riv*er still aHbrded him ample resources. The Inhabi 
tants of the capital, during the rainy season, for the most 
part moved with their families and effects, for the great* 
er security across the Ganges, The families, trcasrircs, 
and \’aluab]es of the Nuwab and hU relations were also 
sent over that nver to Godagaurce under the care 
of Nuazlsh Mohammed who returned to tbe capital 
after be had provided a place of safety for 
them, 

Dunng the lovaston of the Mahrattas crowds of 
the inhabitants of the country on the western side of 
the river crossed over to Calcutta and implored the 
protection of the Engiiib who in consequence of tbe 
general alarm obtained permission from Aly Verdy 
Khan to dig an entrenchment round their terntory 
This work, had it been completed would have extended 
seven nules. Insbc months. three miles of it were 6n!sb 
cd when tbe inhabitants Boding that the Mahrattas 
did not approach Calcutta desisted from tbe work . but 
the remains of it are still to be seen, and are called the 
Mahratta Ditch. The Lngllsh at the same time 
obtained permission to build a brick wall round 
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their factory at Cossimbazar, with bhstions at the 
angles.* 

Aly Verdy Khan passed the rainy season in rais- 
ing new levies, and encouraging his troops , to whom 
he distributed ten lacs of rupees, which he had promis- 
ed them when surrounded by the Mahrattas. 

^ , The dry weather had not yet com- 

menced, when he marched from 
Moorshudabad, and crossed the Bhagarutty over a 
bridge of boats, without opposition from the enemy, 
who still continued in their camp at Cutwa, which 
was divided from the Nuwab’s army by a deep rivulet, 
much swollen by the rains. Aly Verdy Khan, during 
the night, ordered a bridge of boats to be thrown 
across it which was done without being perceived by 
the enemy. About midnight, Meer Jaffier Khan, 
Mustapha Khan, and other chiefs, at the head of a 
chosen body, began to cross. Half of this detach- 
ment had scarcely reached the opposite bank, when a 
boat in the middle of the bridge was loosened, and 
sunk by the weight of passengers , and the troops in 
the rear pressing on, numbeis were pushed in and 
drowned befpre the accident was discovered. Six 
hundred men are said to have perished in this manner ; 
but such was the ardour of the troops and spirited con- 
duct of the Nuwab, that the accident was soon repair- 
ed, and by dayligat the whole array had crossed, and 
prepared' to attack the enemy. Boskar Kaow was so 


*Orm^s Indosian. 
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intimidated at this bold and unexpected measure, that 
he fled with the utmost preapitation, leaving great part 
of his baggage and tents behind him but was so rapid 
ly pursued as to lose a ccnsidcrable number of men 
withm four miles of Cutwa, where he tned to make a 
stand but m vain his troops flying on the Nuwabs 
approach. He continued his retreat to the woods of 
i’achect and was followed by Aly Verdy Khan so 
closely that finding it Impossible to gain the passes by 
this route he changed It, by advice of Mecr Hubbeeb 
and returned Into the forests of Blshenpore by which 
he decci\‘ed his pursuers and gained the open country 
byway of Chunderkoona Into Mldnapore, Here be 
encamped and detached a force against Cuttack 
ivfalch was but HI defended by troops , and the gover 
nor Masoom Khan rashly marching out with his small 
force was defeated and slain 

Aly Verdy khan having at last procured m 
tclllgencc of the ch-i of the enemy s route, marched 
back, and hastened to Burdwau. From thence ho 
advanced to llidnaporc, where BosLar Raow gave him 
battle, but was defeated with great slaughter and fled, 
by way of Cuttack, to the borders of his own country 
The Nuwab, not thinking It necessary to pursue beyond 
his own icmtorics, now completely evacuated by the 
enemy entrusted the government of Cuttack to Abd al 
Uimool Khan and relumed triumphantly to his capital. 

Aly Verdy Khan on the first Invasion of the 
Mahrattas had applied to the emperor for assistance , 
and SuCTdcr Jung, Nuwab of Oude, was ordered with 
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his troops into Bengal, but had advanced' no farther 
than Patna, the capital of Behar, when Boskar RaoVv 
was defeated Aly Verdy Khan, encouraged by 
victory, now thought himself fully equal to the ^defence 
of his provinces , and informing Suflfder Jung that he 
had no further occasion for succours, requested him to 
quit Patna and return home , which he did, though with 
some reluctance, having intended, it is said, had Aly 
Verdy Khan been worsted by his enemy to have added 
Behar to his own government During his stay at 
Patna, he had selected some pieces of artillery and 
elephants belonging to the deputy- governor, for his own 
use, without the consent of Aly Verdy Khan , and he, 
not relishing such acts of authority in an auxiliary, 
was much offsnded , so that a coolness took place 

between them , and had not Suffder 
Dec 1743. ’ . 

Jung thought proper to retreat, m all 
probability an open rupture would have soon succeeded 
his refusal. 

The attempts of the Mahrattas on Bengai did not, 

- „ end with the defeat of Boskar Raow 

A D 1743 

Ragojee Bhosela, enraged at the 
repulse of his general, immediately prepared a new 
army, at the head of which he entered Bengal. 
same time, Ballajee Raow.Jt^ the principal of tfP^jnted, 
ratta, Chiefs of Poona, advanced with a considerable^ 
force, to receive payment of a draft of elevenf lacs of 

* t ■_ ■ _ 

* Ballajee and Ragojee at this time were at enmity, as rivals 
for the Pesbwaship, or ministry of the Mahratta states. 
tOne hundred and ten thousand pounds. 
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rupees, given by the emperor on \\y Verdy Khan but 
professed dcclaratioos of affording his assistance to 
him against the Bcrar troops. Ragojee having entered 
the country by way of B'^rbhoom fi\ed his head quar 
ters In the dlstnct of Burdwan while BaJlajee 
marched throui^h Behar to the bank of Bhagarutty, 
not very far from the capital Aly Verdy Khan ad 
vanced to meet him, and an interview took place at 
which it was agreed that both armies should act m 
conjunction against Ragojee. It is supposed the 
Vuwab paid a groat sum for his alliance with this 
Mahratta general whose coming to Bengal is vanous 
ly accounted for Some attnbutc it to the emperor's 
orders In com quence of the request of Aly Verdy 
Khan others to the ro)al anger at bis usurpation of 
the government but it Is more probable that Baltajee 
was allured by the prospect of obtaining a considerable 
plunder In Bengal and gTauf>ing his enmity kgainst 
ihc Bcrar Chief than that he shewed any regard to 
Mohammed Shah s approbation or dislike of the con 
duct of ■\1> Verdy Khan. Doth armies now marched 
to expel Ragojee from Burdwan and continued to- 
t^clhcr for some days when Ballajee not liking the 
slow movement of the Bengal troops took upon him 
A*ho^*- punishment ol the Bcrar Chief and left the 
his ovm ^j^jTojec as his rival advanced fled to Ins 
ntry and Al> Verdy Khan having thus pru 
- oA' 'Cleared the provinces of his enemy returned to 
Moorshudabad but though he did not In this cam 
p^j n sulTcr loss In Uic field that of the revenue v^as 
Lic-t as the uaiorlunatc inUabitauts of the defenceless 
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Villages were plundered without merey by both the 
Mahratta armies , nor were their calamities yet at an 
end from the mvadeis. 

Ragojee, the year following, again sent Boskar 
Raow from Barar, at the head of twenty thousand 
horse, ^to invade Bengal , but with orders to offer peace 
should the Nuwab submit to pay a heavy contribution, 
as he had done to Ballajee Alv Verdy Khan, on their 
approach, moved with Ins army, and 
A D 1744 encamped at Munkiira, only ten miles 
from his capital , having it in contemplation to take 
advantage of the desire his enemy had for money, to 
allure the principal Chiefs to an interview by promises 
of large sums, and to cut them off by treachery , which 
if effected, it would then be easy to vanquish an army 
deprived of its leaders With such views, he despatch- 
ed Mustapha Khan and Raja Janegec Ram to the 
Mahratta camp, with proposals of peace and an invita- 
tion to Boskar Raow to come to an interview, should 
the terms of friendship be accepted. Boskar Raow 
demanded heavy contributions , to which the agents 
readily consented, provided he would visit the Nuwab, ^ 
who at the same time daily sent him friendly letters 
and valuable presents. At length, the Mahratta, 
blinded by avarice, consented, and a day was appointed 

The Nuwab having communicated his intentions to his 

nephew Sayid Ahmed, Jaffier Khan, and Fakiei Allah 
Beg, commanded them to select a confidential hand of 
men, and drew them up within the screens rr>ti .d the 
tent of audience, with orders to rush upon Boskar and 
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hIs attendants upon a signal which he appointed pro- 
mising liberal rewards for their obedience* length 
the day fixed being arrived BosLar Raow moved from 
Cutwa with the greatest part of his army and on his 
arrival near the Nuwabsi encampment, leaving his 
troops drawn up in order of battle, advanced with other 
principal Chiefs and his attendants. The Bengal troops 
were drawn up to receive him Near the tent of audi 
ence he dismounted and entered the inclosure of 
screens with his companions supported by Mustapha 
Khan and Raja janegee Ram who soon after however 
contnved to quit him. As the Mahratta Chief advanc 
cd Aly Verdy Khan eagerly inquired which ivas 
Boskar Raow , and on his being pointed out cried out 
with a loud \olee, ** cut down ibe infidel I In an ms 
tant the appointed band rushed on their victims , and 
Boskar Raow with nineteen officers of rank, were 
slaughtered. The Nuwab now mounted hvs elephant * 
and patting himself at the bead of bis troops furiously 
charged the ilabratta line ubich not expecting an 
attack and deprived of their generals was immediately 
routed, Aly Verdy Khan pursued the cncm> to Cutwa, 
Ihar standing camp which had been left under the 


• Tb« foUawia^ anecdote is related of Mr \crdr Khjos 
cooloeiL Donng the coc diet io the tetn, be was requested br 
hit attendants to rcthe and mount hU elephant but oocofhis 
s Ipyer* cwld cot be found and ho refused to gn lUl it was 
brought A person said, **U this a dm* to loob for ilipperi r 
repbed be t " but were I to go wnhout ihem, it wouU 
-LaeaiicrbcsaU-UrVerdrKluawatuj loth a httoy to go 

Awsj ibsi be left bn slippers bcbwd him. 
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command of Ragoo Gicowaifi who had uniformly refus- 
ed to accompany Boskar to the fatal intervievV- Being 
informed of the fate of his general^ he fled with preci- 
pitation, and evacuated the provinces without attempting 
to revenge the massacre. 

Aly Verdy Khan returned to Moorshudabad ; and 
having distributed ten lacs of rupees, as a gratuity to 
the troops, conferred liberal rewards on those Chiefs 
who had assisted mostly in the completion of his in- 
sidious and bloody victory. Hajy Ahmed, about this 
time, being offended at his brother for refusing him the • 
Foujedary of Hoogly, (though he had a greater revenue 
than he could expend , and the office he desired was 
conferred on his own son Sayrd Ahmed, who had been 
without any consequential employment since his un- 
fortunate administration at Cuttack,) retired in disgust 
to Patna, where he devoted himself, in his old age, to 
sensual enjoyments. 

The Nuwab, now freed from foreign enemies, was 
assidiously employed in the regulation of his provinces, 
and forming plans for tbe repair of that desolation 
which the Mahrattas had spread through all the dis- 
tricts west of the river Gansjes , but a storm soon arose 
within his own dominions, which was more threatening 
to his power than the armies of the JDekkan. He had, 
in order to attach his Chiefs to his interest during the 
war, been lavish of his favours, and more so of promises 
of future rewards to them , but which, now finding in- 
convenient to fulfil, he broke, thereby giving offence to 

/ 
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many but particularly to bi5 pnncipal general Muj 
tapha Kban. 

This Chief had been constantly the pnncipal coun 
sellor and agent of Al> VerdyKhan, To his fidelit) 
and valour he in great measure owed his acquisition 
of the musnud ol Bengal and his success over the Mah 
ratta invaders. To hts address he was indebted also 
for the decisive but treacherous blow given to his 
enemies by the late assassination of Boskar Raow 
and bis officers and it is said th..t fur 
this last service he had promised him the government 
of Behar which vras held by bis nephew and son in law 
Z>n Addcen The general was urgent for the per 
formanee of his promise and made the demand In such 
a manner as shewed he rather esteemed himself the 
partner m aulhont) than the servant of the Nuwab 
He interfered also b\ his recommcndationj of persons 
to ofhcc, with the plans of the Nuwab who grmted 
man> favours to his importunit}' but every compliance 
was iiistanilv succeeded b> new requests so that the 
Nuwab was in danger of becoming a tool in the hands 
qf his general a situation which his high spirit could 
not brooL To such a pitch had Mustapha Khan 
carried hu innucncc that the zemindars of Bengal 
when pushed for jva>mcnl of the revenue b) the collcc 
t ns or when they bad been guilty of any breach of the 
ri-^ulations bribed him to screen them from the resent 
in'^l of the Nuwab who to please the general often 
repealed his own order* to the injur> of Ins treasury 
acJ authuntj in so much that ll c cuil officers of gov 
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ernment became of little consequence in the eyes of the 
renters Aly Verdy Khan bore with the evil till it was 
becoming dangerous , but on the general’s demanding 
the province of Behar, fearing, from his'own conduct in 
a similar situation, that Mustapha Khan would finally 
direct the force which that government would give 
him against his patron, as he himself had done against 
the unfortunate Serferaz Khan, he positively refused 
He however endeavoured, but in vain, by every other 
means to satisfy him for his breach of promise, Mus- 
tapha Khan had resolved to establish himself in Behar 
and would not be satisfied with any thing less. It is 
said, that he had even views upon Bengal to accomplish 
which he would not have spared the life of his master 
Jealousies now took place , and each party became 
suspicious of the other’s intentions, knowing that 
assassination was an engine they each could make use 
of without remorse, and which, perhaps, both watched 
an opportunity to employ Appearances of regard 
were however kept up between the Nuwab and his 
general', but the latter now always went well guarded 
ip his visits to court. At length, an accident brought 
affairs to a crisis, which produced an open rupture 

Mustapha Khan one day intending to pay his res- 
^ pects to the Nuwab, despatched 

before him two of his principal officers, 
to observe the state of the audience chamber, and 
remark if there were any signs of treachery against 
him ,a precaution he had used since the coolness had 
taken place The ^officers, having made their 
obeisance to the prince, sat down to wait the arrival of 
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the general , when, just ai it was announced, a eunuch 
came from the Interior apartments and Informed the 
Nuwab that his Btsum was suddenly taken ill and 
des red to see him the Nuw'ab rose up and, retiring 
desired that the officers would excuse him for a few 
minutes to their general. At this instant the tread of 
feet and uncommon rustling were heard in the passage 
to the baram which the officers, ever suspicious of 
treachery supposing to proceed from armed men con 
cealed to assassinate their lord and the \uwabs 
departure giving colour to their apprehensions they 
rushed out and informed Muatapha Khan who was now 
alighting in the court ol their fears The general 
prepared for alarm b> the consciousness of his own evil 
designs remounted and hastening precipitately to his 
cantonments refused to return though the Nuwab 
who had almost Irutantaneousi) came back to the 
chamber of audieuce despatched after him his nephew 
Nuazt^h Mohammed to inform him that he was waiting 
to icccive him and anxious to inquire the cause of his 
sudden departure with solemn assurances that no 
treachery had been mlcndcd On the return of his 
nepheu Aly Vcrd> Khan would have gone m person 
to persuade him of bis sincerity but the entreaties of 
bis famil) , who [were alarmed for his safety prevailed 
upt n him to give up that hazardous design Every tna) 
was m do to calm the apprehensions of the general but 
in vam and be now openly declared his nitentions of 
quluirg the Nuwab s service, and demanded the arrears 
of j due to himself and followers. Al> Verdy Khan 
glad!/ cumplied with his wishes and paid without delay 
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seventeen lacs* of rupees, without examining his 
accounts , at the same time commanding him, as he was 
resolved to leave his service, to quit his dominions. 
Mustapha Khan, emboldened by the readiness with 
which tne Nuwab satisfied his *^^mands, and regarding 
it as a proof of weaknessand fear, made proposals to 
the Afghan commanders of corps, to depose Aly Verdy 
Khan, and to divide his territories equally among them. 
Shumsheer Khan, a considerable Chief agieed to join 
him but the rest, as Serdar Khan, Rahim Khan, and 
others, declined , saying, that if Aly Verdy Khan had 
injured him by witholding his just demands, they 
would readily have assisted him in enforcing redress , 
but CO mutiny for no cause, or to behave ungratefully 
to their benefactor, they esteemed base and dishonour- 
able The Nuwab took care to improve this good dis- 
position by piesent gratuities, and promises of favour 
to the loyal Ciiiefs and their followers , but, not willing 
to hazard the safety of his capital by proceeding to 
extremities against the rebel, was content to guard the 
city from insult, and to wait patiently for his departure. 
At length, Mustapha Khan, having used every art, but 
without effect, to corrupt the army, marched from 
Moorshudabad with upwards of eight thousand horse 
and a great number of foot, with the intention of 
possessing himself of Behar The inhabitants of the 
city, who during the quarrel had been under the 
greatest alarm for their persons and property, received 
new life from his departure. The Nuwab having 


* One hundred and seventy thousand pounds, 
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IibcnUIy rewardetJ his troops for their fidelity parti 
cularl> Serdar Khan Rahim Khan and Shumsbeer 
Khan who had been gamed over from joining the rebel 
now prepared to pursue him Alter a few da>s leaving the 
aty In charge of hla nephew Nuaxish he began hfs 
march at the sam- time wntlng to Zyn Addeen 
governor of Patna the capital ofBehar not to hazard an 
engagement in the field and If he thought that clt> not 
dcfcoMblc, to cross the river and move down the 
opposite bank till he could form a junction with his 
grand army 

Mustapha Khan having plundered Rajcmahel and 
taken possession of some elephants and ennnon station 
ed tliere proceeded to Mongler of which he gained 
possession with little loss the fortress tiemg in a ruin 
ous state. He next advanced towards Patna hoping 
to make an eas) conquest of that cit> but intelligence 
of his deiection having reached Z> n Addeen the son 
in law of the Nuwab uho was then engaged in some 
operations on the opposite bank of the Ganges he re 
turned cxpcdili iu^ly and encamped near the tofto 
resolved notwithstanding the contrary advice of Ills 
uncle the Nuwab to oppose the enemy however supc 
nor m number He despatched a messenger to Mus 
tapha khan dcsinng to knew his hUcntioiis drclanin, 
that if llic> ucrcto seize the cit> he must produce 
the imp'-rlal orders to that effect but If Ins design 
was otil) to pass through the province into Rcncras or 
Oude lie was welcome to pursue his route any way but 
Ihr u^h the capital. The rebel IniolcnlJ) replied 
“ tcrntv^r> i» for him who can contjucr it thcro Is no 
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“ occasion for an imperial grant.’’ He concluded by 
asking, “ by what authority was his uncle supported 
“ in seizing Bengal, and murdering his sovereign, Ser- 
“ feraz Khan ?” 

Zyn Addeen, not intimidated at the rebel’s ap- 
proach, prepared to receive him, though his army did 
not consist of more than f\ve or six thousand horse , 
great part of them raised in a hurry, and inexperienced 
The enemy soon appeared, and attacked his camp , when 
Zyn Addeen was on the first onset deserted by all his 
troops, except a few hundred veterans who guarded his 
person, Mustapha Khan was furiously charging this 
small body , when his elephant driver being killed by a 
musquet shot, the animal became unruly, and at the 
same time two of his principal officers were mortally 
wounded. Unable to manage his elephant, he alighted 
in order to mount a horse , but his troops, on missing 
him from his howdah,^ supposing him slain, were seized 
with a panic, and retreated in confusion towards their 
own camp Mustapha Khan endeavoured to rally, and 
convince them of their error, but was also obliged 
to retire Zyn Addeen, not thinking it prudent to pursue, 
was contented with the repulse of the enemy, and'remain- 
ed within his lines. A distant cannonade and skirmishing 
was kept up for seven days between the two armies , 
but on the eighth, the rebel, after seiding off his 
and tents some miles to the westward of 
Patna, again attacked the lines of Zyn Addeen, who 
defended his post with gallantry and resolution. Mus- 


* A seat used on elephants 
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tapha Khan, stDI unfortunate, In the beginning of the 
assault was wounded in the eye with an arrow, which 
obliged him to retreat and having now Intelligence of 
the near approach of Aly Verd) Khan he judged It 
best to give over his designs on Patna, and to march 
towards the frontier of Behar He was pursued by the 
Nuwab and his nephew from place to place , but ex 
pccting soon to be joined by a bod> of Mahrattas In 
conjunction with whom ho hoped to be more success 
ful and not choosing to harard an engagement with 
his own troops dispirited by their late repulses and 
the loss of their two principal Chiefs he passed Into 
the territones of the Vuwab of Oude and took refuge 
under the walls of Chunar whither Aly Verdj Khan, 
fearful of embroiling himself with SufTderJung did not 
choose to pursue him but returned to Patna. 

Scarcely had he reached that city when he received 
intelligence, that Rajojec Bhoscla encouraged by as- 
surances of assistance from Mustapha Khan and eager 
to revenge the assassination of Bosktr Raow and his 
olheers had marched towards Bengal with a large army 
and was rapidl) advancing \ly Verdy Khan leaaing 
his son In law to defend Behar and watch the motions 
of the rebel hastened to Moorshudabad for the defence 
of that dty and to prevent If possible a junction of the 
Mahrattas with Mustapha Kh^n. At the same time 
he i^t an ambauador to endeavour to divert Ragn 
jee from his invasion but that Chief supposing Ben 
uat to be m a state of dIsaiTcction and the oHers of 
of the Suwab to proceed from fear demanded the un 
reasonable sum of three crores of rupees as the price 
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of his forbearance. The Niiwab, though resolved not 
to consent to terms so exorbitant and dishonourable, 
yet willing to gain tune, in hopes that the rainy season, 
now near, would stop the Mahratta from action, and 
allow him effectually to punish Mustapha Khan, ins- 
tructed his ambassador to amuse Ragojee with pro- 
fessions of compliance. In consequence of this, nearly 
two months v/ere wasted in negociatiun at Burdwan, 
where the enemy encamped , and, at the expiration of 
that time, Aly Verdy Khan recived intelligence of the 
defeat and death of Mustapha Khan, who had, with 
great additions to his former force, invaded Behar, 
thinking to find it an easy conquest, whilst the atten- 
tion of Aly Verdy Khan was engagad by the Mahratta 
invasion, but the abilities and good fortune of Zyn 
Addeen prevailed against him.=*' 

The Nuwab, who had continued at his capital in 
prder to convince Ragojee that he was sincere in his 
desire of peace, now ordered his ambassador to return, 
and sent him this vaunting message : “ those who seek 
‘‘ peace from an enemy, are guided either by a sense 
“ of their own loss or inferiority, or hopes of advantage , 
“ but, praised be God ! the heroes of the true faith feel 
“no dread of encountering infidels. Peace 
therefore depends upon this when the lions of 
“ Islaum shall so engage the monsters of idolatry, that 
they shall swim m the blood of each other, and strug- 
“ gle till osie party shall, overpowered, beg for quarter. " 

* They fought near Jugdispore Mustapha was killed by a 
musquet-ball , and his body having been quartered, was hun 
at the four gates of Patna 
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[ Ragojee replied “ that, to obtain this crisis, he had al 
** ready advancoi nearly a thousand miles from his own 
country but the Nuwab had not yet moved one hun 
dred to do him the honours of a meeting Aly Verdy 
Khan rejjmed “ that the ramy season being arrived, 
and Ragojee having suffered fatigue and incon\enience 
** from his long march it would be prudent for him to 
spend the inclement months In some convenient spot, 
“ that his troops might refresh and prepare for engage 
“ment in the dry season when he would respectfully 
“ wait upon him, even to his own dominions. ” Ragojee 
accordingly encamped in Beerbhoom and reduced tlio 
province of Cuttack and most of Burdwan by his 
detachments. 

In tho begmning of the cool season of ti^S Aly 
Verdy Khan marched from bis capital to offer battle to 
the enemy But Ragojee alarmed at bis approach 
moved into Bchar in order to form a junction with the 
remains of MusUpha Khan s adherents who still conii 
nued to Infest the lully part of that prov nice under Mor 
tuzzA Khan son to the deceased Chief although too 
ucak to venture into the open country alone. The Nuwab 
not being able to overtake the Mabialtas encamp 
cd at Bankipjre a short distance west of Patna for 
some time but on beartn^ that tlic encm) haJ crossed 
the boanc to join the \ighans he proceeded to Moliib 
\lceporc on the banks of that river 

Ka^ojee liavin^ cflccicd his purpose of jjinnig tho 
rebels advanced towards the Nu\/ab3 arin> ini,rcit 
force and cvcral cn„-ij,cmcnU look place in all v.liich 
the latter v as Ticiorious particularly In one when the 
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Mahratta general was so completely surrounded, that 
he must have been taken prisoner, had not Shumsheer 
Khan and Serdar Khan, two of Aly Verdy Khan’s 
Afghan officers, who were privatelj^ negociating a treaty 
with the enemy, purposely let him escape. This dis- 
covery of treachery alarmed the Nuvvab, and he again 
offered terms to the Mahratta but Ragojee would not 
accept them , and seeing no advantage in opposing Aly 
Verdy Khan m the field, by advice of Meer Hubbeeb 
he proceeded rapidly towards Moorshudabad, in hopes 
of being able to plunder that city before the Nuwab 
could reach it with his army Aly Verdy Khan, how- 
ever, moved with such expedition, that he arrived only 
one day after the enemy, who had only time to ravage , 
part of the suburbs, and, on his approach, retreated 
across the river Bhagarutty. The Nuwab followed 
Ragojee to Cutwa , near which he obliged him to en- 
gage, and defeated him with great slaughter, when the 
Mahrattas retreated towards Midnapore Heie, having 
received intelligence of insurrection m his own country,' 
Ragojee returned hastily to Berar with the bulk of his 
army, leaving Meer Hubbeeb and the Afghan Chiefs 
for the defence of Cuttack, upon which the Nuwab, 
giving up for the present the recovery of that province, 
returned to his capital, m order to refresh his troops, 
and to correct some misdoings which he had discovered 
among his principal officers. 

It has been already raentiomd, that Serdar Khan 
and Shumsheer Khan, during the campaign, had suffer- 
ed Ragojee to escape, when they might have made 
him prisoner The Nuwab had also, while the Mali- 
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ratUs were in the neighbourhood of the capita] entrust 
ed the protection of the roads between it and Bogwan 
goiah from vv hence the cit> u as furmshcd with supplies 
from the districts eastward of the Ganges to those 
oiEcers who, either through neglect or design allowed 
the marauders more than once to plunder the convoys. 
The Nuwab upon this removed them from that duty 
which he entrusted to hishepiew Sayid Ahmed who 
fulfilled it to bu satisfaction and intercepted letters 
from Ragojeoto the former commanders winch pro\cd 
thetr connivance. Al) Verd) khan had concealed his 
suspiaons till the retreat of the Mahraitas but upon 
his returned to Moorshndabad he dismis-ed them vn h 
their follouers about si'c thousand men from h(s ser 
vice, but allowed them to retire to their homes In tbc 
district of Durbunga oo the eastern tide of the Ganges 
in the province of Uehar In this season of temporary 
repose were cc chrated the raarnigcs 
^ ^ of hi3 grandson Scrajc ad Dowlah and 

Akrcra ad Dowlah sons of Z>ii Addccn Ahmed the 
latter of whom bad been adopted by Nuazish Moham 
med who had no cUddrrik Upivord of two theusard 
rich dresses were dulnbutcd on this occasion among 
the attendants at court and during a whole month 
the populace were feasted at the expense of the Nu*ab. 
The magnmcenccof ihv enup uU the brilliant illumi 
nations salendld pageants and grand processions of 
the bridegrooms arc polren of with admiration by 
the inbabiunu of Bengal 

Al> Verdy Khan haxn^notv resolved to attempt 
the cxpaliion of the Mahratias and Afghans from 
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Cuttack, appointed Meer Jaffiei IChan^ to the command 
of a considerable detachment for chat service : ciivin? him, 
by wa}^ of encouragement, the Foujedarics of Injelee 
and Midnaporc, in addition to the ofilce of paymastet- 
A D 1747 genera! Mccr J ifher, on his arrivil at 
iVlidnapore, deieated a small body 
of the enemy , when, being mnea addicted to luxury 
and indolence, he did not purMie Ins advantage, but put 
his troop:i into cantonments, though the Nuwab had 
ordered him to proceed to Cuttack without delay, before 
the enemy could be reinforced from Berar, the Chiefs son 
of which, Janojee, was preparing for a fresh invasion 
At length the expected Mahratta army entered Cuttack , 
and Mcer Jaffiier, not choosing to hazard the defence of 
Midnapore, retreated towards B irdwan , when the ad- 
vanced party of the enemy, observing his pusillanimity, 
hung upon his rear, and plunde ed his baggage of se- 
veral elephants Aly Verdy Kh?n, upon this, despatch- 
ed Attah Allah Khan with a ici iforcement, to super- 
sede him in the command , and moved also himself 
from the capital with his army, to support him, if neces- 
sary Attah Allah engaged the enemy at Burdwan, 
and defeated them , but having secret designs on the 
government himself, the accession to which he had been 
foretold by a fanatic officer in his service who pretend- 
ed to the gift of prophecy, he thought the present a 
proper occasion to .-assume independence. For this 


* The same persvin who, after the decease of Aly Verdy Khan, 
by the assistance of the English, acquired the musnud of Bengal. 
He was married to a half-sister of Aly Vcrd> Khan. 

■ 3b 
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purpose ho endeavoured to corrupt Blecr Jaffier by a 
promise of the government of Bchar If he would assist 
in deposing the Nuwab. Mecrjaffier at first listened 
to the proposal, but at the remonstrances of his frionds 
on the danger of the attempt withdrew his concurrence 
Intelligence of this treacherous combination^ however 
having reached Aly Verdy Khan bo determined to 
lessen their influence ‘ and on his arrival at 
Burdwan reprimanded Mcer Jaflier severely for his 
conduct in Slidnapore upon wh'Ich that Chief refrained 
from his usual attendance it the dart^ir Allalj 

Khan proud of his late victory and not suspecting that 
his evil designs were known to the \uuib demanded 
the command of a thousand horse for Mecc Aly Asgir 
the fanatic ofTicor who liad pDphoit. 1 his ex iltillon and 
bad greatl) distinguished hlrnseif in the iclion but 
this the Nuwab refused and Attah \lhh hcmi^ disgust 
cd threatened to learc the arm> \l) \<.rd) Khan uas 
n,ot to be moved and ho occordin'^lj retired with hin 
folloncri to Moorshudabad Tho Nuwab would now hiv^ 
overlooked the faults of Mcer Jafli r v.nrl unthedcalli 
of a relation condescendingly went to p i> lilm a visit 
of condolence os a mark of rcturnlr Iwuur but that 
Chief suppojiog this honour to pro r I from a dread 
t»f hli influence Insolently ncglcclctl the c uiphincntary 
advance from hi* tent to meet him wn which tho 
Nuuab m great urath laid ostdw his im ntutis after 
he had ^onc hall wa> and rcturiioJ t it camp lie 
now ordered him to give in the a of his oflicc 

and to send bhujan bhing hU deju \ incm to the 
durbar Mcer JaiTicr refu cd up n n the Nuwab 
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lemoved him from all his employments , and offered 
service to his followers in other cropSj which they readi- 
ly embraced. The general, finding himself deserted, 
would have made concessions , but the Nuwab ordered 
him to leave the army, and retire to the capital. 

Aly Verdy Khan, notwithstanding this dissension, 
AD 1748 and the loss of two of his generals, 

kept the field, and defeated the Mah- 
rattas in several engagements. Janojee attempted, like 
his father, to plunder the capital , but the Nuwab fol- 
lowed him with such rapidity, that he had not time to 
execute his designs , and, on the approach of the rains, 
retired to Midnapore, where he cantoned , and Aly 
Verdy ‘Khan marched to Moorshudabad, not choosing 
to pursue him farther till the dry season. Meer Aly 
Asgir, the prophesying fanatic, was now obliged by the 
Nuwab to quit the provinces , though Nuazish Mo- 
hammed used every entreaty with his uncle to allow 
him to remain m the city with Attah Allah Khan, 
whom the Nuwab yet permitted to leside there. 

The rams had scarcely subsided, when the Nuwab 
prepared to march against the Mahrattas ; and was en- 
camped at Amamiee Gunge, not far from the capital, 
when he received sudden intelligence of an insurrection 
in Behar, the assassination of his nephew Zyn Addeen, 
and the captivity and disgraceful death of his brother 
Hajy Ahmed. It has been already remarked, that the 
Nuwab had discharged from his service the Afghan 
Chiefs, Shumsheer Khan and Serdar Khan, with their 
followers These geneials had resided since that time 
in their jagiers in Durbunga , but the existence of such 
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a body of anncd men free from any control of the gover 
nor of the province, could not long continue without 
endangenng its safety Zyn Addccn according to some 
reports dreading their rebellion or to others, by at 
taching the Afghans to his interests meaning to insure 
his succession to his uncle or to assume independonco 
on his authority had do^ng the rams represented to 
him by his agent, that the discharged Chiefs were 
sorry for their past conduct and desirous of being re 
admitted to hts scr\dce he therefore requested that 
be might be allowed to entertain them, as the only 
mode of preventing a commotion to which they would 
have recourse should their petition be rejected The 
Nuwab vvith soino reluctance, consented * and Zyii 
Addcen mado proposals to the two Chiefs which they 
received with seeming satisfactloa The terms of ser 
Y 1 CO being adjusted in the end of the month Zilhije 
Il6i they marched from Uurbunga to the bank of the 
Ganges opposite Fatna and the governor, to assure 
them of his confidence and smccrit> condescended to 
visit them ttitb a few attendants. Ho was received 
with proper respect and a day was fixed for their cross 
ing the river With their followers. The governor rc 
turned to his palace satisfied of their fidelity and 
iksued orders for the provision of boats for their con 
ve>ancc. On the day appointed the Afghans crossed 
the Ganges and encamped near the city whcnZ>n 


• Mr Ormc My», ii was a plot of Vljr \ tidy Kbaa t to deilroy 
aflUc \/rib.iaCbiefiby Sec Vol II,pa^o40. 
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Addeen again visited Serdar Khan.* The two next 
days were chosen for the generals to pay their respects 
to him separately, at the palace , and the governor, in 
order to obviate any fears they might have of treachery, 
commanded that only his domestic servants should 
attend him, even to the exclusion of his usual body- 
guards Serdar Khan came the first day , and having 
received the customary tokens'of esteem, returned to his 
camp. The following morning the governor repaired 
_ „ „ to his hall of audience, to receive the 

promised visit of Shumsheer Khan ; and, 
as on the day before, would not permit any guards to at- 
tend, allowing only a few officers of his household to be 
present First came nearly a thousand of the Afghan 
infantry, with matchlocks and matches lighted, who, 
after saluting, arranged themselves m the square of the 
palace. A Chief, named Morad Sheer Khan, next 
entered, with a crowd of officers, who filled the hall, and 
eagerly pressed to present their offerings. This being 
done, Zyn Addeen inquired for Shumsheer Khan, and 
was told he was not far off Morad Sheer Khan now 
ordered his companions to take leave, and make room 
for othqrs They rose, and according to custom, 
received each a belief from the governor, who was 
earnest in distributing it , when one of the Afghans, 
suddenly drawing a dngger, aimed a stroke at him, but 

* It ts said, this Chief was not a partner in the treason, as 
far as respe^-tod the assassination 

tit is a composition of various ingredients folded in an aromatic 
leif, and. is constantly chewed by the natives of Hmdoostan. It 
Improperly called 
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\wthout cflccL One of the Nuuabs attendants Im 
mediately cned out ‘'treachery 1 bat Zyn Addeen had 
onlv time to draw hi 9 sabrc» when Morad Sheer Khan 
cut him down and he fell dead on the pillow of h 
musnud, Several of bis attendants were slain and the 
palace being filled with the traitors also the streets o 
the city b> the soldiers of Shumihccr Khan no 
sistancc could be made* by the dependants o I c 
Kov-emor The Afghans committed great excesses m 
the town the inhabitants ol lyhich had no remedy but to 
submit to their authority Shumshcer Khan 

Hajy Ahmed to be brought before him and demanded 
an account of hts treasure* but declining a discovery 
he was tortured In various modes for scsent«n ayi 
till at length he expired not unJosUy punished for his 
treachery and share in the murder of the unfortunate 
Serfenu Khan. About seventy lacs of rupees were 
found buried In his hous besides jewels and other 
valuables to a great amount. The elKcls of Z>n 
Addeen were seized and his Begum Amcena, the 
daughter of Aly Vcrd> Khan with his other women 
forcibl) carried to the camp of Shumsliecr Khan who 
Iea\^ng the City under charge of Ins deputy fixed his 
headquarters at a little distance and engaged In raising 
new levies with the plunder he had acquired intending 
to Invade Bengal The wealthy inhabitants of Batna 
were obliged to pay large sums to save tbcir houses 
from being plundered andah»avy contribution was 
exacted from the people »t large by the rebels 

AI> \crtJ> Khan though inwardly deeply affc led 
at the death of his brother and nephew the dii 
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graceful captivity of his dauy;hter, aiUl the loss of Behar, 
threatened also with that of Benjjal by the invasion of 
the Jilahrattas at thib alarming crisis, did not 
lose his intrepidity of mind , but sustained the 
storms of calamity with manly resolution, and prepaied 
to combat the attacks of misfortune He convened his 
principal oIBcers, some of whom he had reason to 
suppose connected with the rebels, being of the same 
tribes , and desired then advice for his conduct in the 
present unhappy juncture of hib affairs They unani- 
mously declared, that they, would loyally obey his 
Commands. He replied, that his beloved brother and 
nephew being slain, and tfleii families plunged in 
disgraceful captivity, he found life, under such mis- 
fortunes unrevenged, intolerable , therefore knew no 
remedy but to punish the rebels, or die in the attempt 
If therefore any wished to follow him to this extremity, 
he would spare nothing to rewaid them , but neither 
would he detain those who might choose to quit his 
service, having already received more obligations from 
them than he could re-pay and as he had resolved to seek 
death rather than lead a dishonourable life, but few fol- 
lowers were necessary to enable him to obtain the former. 
The Chiefs, one and all, exclaimed, “ that they owed 
*' him inviolable gratitudej^ for his long-experienced 
“ bounty towards them, and had no views but to sacrifice 
“ their lives, if necessary, m his service ,” to perform which, 
they bound themselves by oath on the Koran. Aly 
Verdy Khan now convinced of their fidelity, paid up 
their, arrears and prepared to march against the rebels 
The Mahrattas by this time had advanced from 
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Bufdfl^ and began lo lay waste the country within 
a short distance of the capital , but the Nuwab knomng 
that to follow these rrarauders who always avoided 
coming to action would be In vain and would give time 
to the rebels in Bchar to gather strength was not to bo 
diverted from his purpose. He stationed Sayld Ahmed 
at Bogwangolah to preserve the communication for 
supplies open between tife Ganges and the citj the 
defence of which he entrusted to Nuazish J^Iohammcd 
and Attah Allah Khan with a body of 6 ve thousand 
horse A proclamation was also issued that he found 
It necessary to march against the rebels tbouph the 
hlahrattas were in the cnvft’onsof the city and recom 
mending to such as chose it to retire with Ihcir 
families to places of greater security previous to his 
departure Most of thq Inhabitants who could procure 
convc>ancc accordingly moved with their families and 
cITccts across the Ganges so that scarcely an> but 
tlicsoldicry and poor remained Having finished 1 is pfc 
parations he moved from Amaunce Gunge, with an army 
of twenty thousand horse and as many foot. Jn order 
to secure provisions he had collected a largo fleet oi 
boats amply laden to accompany his march up the 
banks of the Ganges. Mccr Jafficr on this occasion vras 
again taken Into favour restored to command and to 
the oflitc of pa> master general 

Al> Vcrd> Klian reached Mongfer vWlhoyt opposi 
March 1749 except in a trifling skirmish w ih 

some of the Mabrattas at Bhaugulpore 
who bad roarclicd to join the rebels. Here a messenger 
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was intercepted with letters from Attah Allah Khan* 
to the insurgents, in which he encouraged them to 
stand, and offered to embrace their cause at a conve- 
nient opportunity. The Nuwab was joined at Mongier 
by a few of the Behar zemindars, and dependants of 
the late Zyn Addeen, who informed him that the 
rebels had left Patna, and w^ere encamped at Bar, in 
number about fifty thousand horse and foot, expecting 
to be joined by the Mahrattas. 

Janojee and Meer HubbeiA) having reached the vici- 
nity of the rebels’ camp, invited them to a conference, 
at which they embraced the service of the Mahratta 
Chief, and Shumsheer Khan was invested by him with 
the bhelaiU of the Soubahdary of Behar. The next day, 
Meer Hubbeeb visited Shumsheer Khan, who after his 
audience left him to repose , but privately directed the 
guard over the tents, when he should prepare to return 
to his own camp, to detain him, as a security for the 
payment of the expenses he had incurred m levying an 
army for the service of the Mahrattas, at whose ins- 
tigation he pretended he had aasassinated Zyn Addeen. 
This scheme by some m^ans coming to the know- 
ledge of an attendant of Meer Hubbeeb, he directed 
some of the horsemen who had accompanied him, to 
leave the camp, but to return suddenly, as if pursued 
by an enemy, and spread an alarm that the Nuwab’s 
army was in sight , m hopes that, by this stratagem, 
he misfht* save his master from the intended 

o 


■*’Hi 3 daughtei had been betrothed to Seraje ad Dowlah, but 
died a few days before the marriage was to have taken place. 
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treacbcrj The horsemen spread the alarm os directed 
and much confusion occurred in the rebels camp but 
notmthstanding the representations of Meer Hubbeeb 
that the present was no lime for settling accounts, ho 
was not allowed to depart till ho had paid a con 
siderabic sum, and given tho security of merchants 
for a much greater This dispute proved lilghly 
favourable to 'My Verdy Khan by preventi )g the 
Kfahrattas from acting m conjunction with the rebels, 
as the former now rcsdj^cd to watch onl> an oppor 
tunity for plundering eltl^er army The following day 
the NawaboHcred battle to tho cneno> and by )iis usual 
good fortune, Serdar ICCTan was killed b> a matchlock 
ball in the beginning of tho action which Involved 
onc'half of the rebels in confusion and spread alarm 
through the troops of Shumshcer Khan. At this June 
ture the Mahrattas appeared m the rear hoping to 
cfiecC the plunder of tho Nuwabscamp while he was 
engaged. Upon Seraje ad Dowlahs representing that 
It ft'as projvcr to detach a body to oppose them ho 
replied “that he would first defeat his enemy In front 
and then with case disperse the Mahrattas. Havdng 
said this be charged the rebels with great fur> and 
they fled panic struck before him, Shurmheer Khan, 
being deserted b) his troops was attacked on his cle 
phant b) an ofliccr named Hubbeeb Heg who slew 
him and culling ofT his head broui,ht It to the Nuwab. 
The Mahrattas seeing tlic defeat of the rebels withdrew 
from the field wiUiout striking a blow and the Nuwab 
quictl> took poisciilort of the Afghan camp , which 
lhc> had left >Uiiding with all their tents and baggage. 
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Here the Nuwab found his daughter, the Begum of 
Zyn Addeen, and the rest of his family, who had been 

A 

made prisoners at Patna. Hiving offered up thanks for 
this, on his side, almost bloodless victory, and the happy 
retrieval of his insulted honoui, he proceeded to Pa^na, 
where he distributed large sums to the lehgious and 
poor, in gratitude to God for his success, and took 
measures for repairing the losses of government in the 
late rebellion. Having sent for the women and children 
of the principal insurgents /rom Durbunga, on their 
arrival he lodged them in hi^own ha>a)n, treating them 
with humanity and kindness, and after a short time set 
them at liberty. At this time, also, he peimitted the 
women and family of Meer Hubbeeb, who had been 
confined since his joining the Mahrattas, to return to 
him, and furnished them with money, conveyances, and 
an escort for their protection to the enemy’s camp. 
Having resettled the government of Behar, he appoint- 
ed his grandson, Seraje ad Dowlah, governor of that 
province , but nominated Raja Janky Ram to be his 
deputy, and to perform the duty , he also appointed his 
second son-in-law, Sayid Ahmed, Foujedar of Purneah 
he then returned triumphantly to Moorshudabad , but, 
previously to entering the city, obliged Attah Allah 
Khan* to quit it, and, as soon as possible, his dominions, 
permitting him, however, to remove with all his effects, 
and nearly seventy lacs of rupees, which he had acquir- 
ed in ins service, though he had repeated proofs of his 
having conspired- against his life and government. 


#He was married to a daughter of Hajy Ahmed. 
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AtUh Allah Khan rotired into the province of Oudc 
and was soon afterwards slain In an action in the 
semce of Suflfder Jun:; against the Patans of Ferckha 
bad, Janojee the Mahratta Chief after the defeat of 
Shumshcer Khan not thinking himself equal to Aly 
Verdy Khan in the field retired with his army to 
Midnapore and so<. n after on receiving intelligence of 
the death of his mother mkrehed to Nagporc, leaving 
Meer Habbeeb With a detachment for the defence of 
Cuttack, ^ 

TheNuwab at the conlluslon of the rains of 1167 
mo\cd again from his capital in order to drive the 
Mahrattas from Cuttack and on bis approach they 
quitted the city Ho followed them from place to place 
dunng the dry season without being able to bring 
them to action and on bis return to hloorshudabad the 
I nemy again obtained possession of that province 
Bengal was this > car free from their depredations a 

. _ point which the \uwab esteemed an 

ample reward for the fatigues of his 
campaign. The nc\t v car he renewed his efforts and 
the marauders e\adcd his pursuit as usual which made 
t le V iwab resolve to cant an for the rains at XllJnaporc 
but buildings were scarcely erected when he received 
intcllit,encc that Scraje ad Dowlah his favourite grand 
son had left Moor^hudabad with Intentions of taking 
poivjMion of Patna which was go\Tmed in his name 
by Jank) Kam and of assuming independence 

Aly Var ly khan who loved his grandson to dis 
traction was more alarmed for his personal safely 
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m the opposition he might receive from the governor 
of Patna, than any ill consequences to himself from 
the rebellion. Pie instantly left his army at Midnapore, 
and with a small force hastenen to Moorshudabad, 
where he remaind only one day to refresh his troops, 
and then followed the imprudent youth to whom he 
wrote in terms of the greatest affection, assuring him 
that he meant him for his succc'.sor, and entreating 
him to return to his protection, Seraje ad Dowlah wrote 
an insolent reply, in whicl^e accused the Nuwab of 
promoting his uncles to ^ffices of trust, and treat- 
ing him only with pretended foulness, that he was 
weary of being controlled tike a child , and, since he 
would not give him a share in authoiity, he was re- 
solved to seize what he regarded as his just right 
therefore he hoped his grandfather would not attempt 
to oppose him, as the consequence must be, that one 
of them must fall in the contest The Nuwab returned 
for answer, that Seraje ad Dowlah, through impru- 
dence and want of judgment, had causelessly accused 
him of want of regard , for he not only intended him 
the succession to his own dominions, but to the 
government of the empire, could he 
^ obtain It for him. He concluded his 

letter with the following sentences “ the religious 
“ champion, eager for martyrdom, is unmindful that the 
“ martyr to love exceeds him. In the last day they 
“ will not l^e compared together, for one is slam by an 
“ enemy, but the other by a friend.” 


Seraje ad Dowlah, on his arrival near Patna, in the 
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month of Rejib 11C3 summoned th^b 
July i;so. governor Raja Janky Ram to deliver 
up the aty and repair to his presence asiunng him of 
favour in case of his obedience. The Raja was at a loss 
how to act being fearf ul of surrendenng his charge with 
out order? from the Nuvvab and alarmed lest any nc 
adent should happen to Seraje ad Doulah if he oppos 
cd him but at length he Resolved on defending the 
aty till he should hear from Aly Vcfd> khaiL The 
imprudent >oung man acsaulted the town without 
dc!a> but Mhadee Nusar 1 ban thcpiiicipa! adviser 
and leader of his rebellion ' being killed early in the 
attack Ins followers flo-J and i>crajo ad Dowlab with 
diiTicuU) sheUered himself m a house in the suburbs. 
The Kiji rcjiiccd that he had c capul unhurt immc 
diatcl) sent some of liis principal oiTiccn to attend him 
to a residence befitting hts rank and by ihe per»ua 
tiunsof hts friends he consented to return tojds grand 
father Al> Vti-d) Khau was overjoyed at the escape of 
the ) outli and hastened to meet bio. Instuid oi re 
proaches he received him vvitb the greattbt affection and 
a jO> borderm^ on weakness as it made btr jead Uowlah 
exert the inilucncc he nowia v he bad over Iniu to liiidis 
credit and dishonour The Nuwab ha spent a few 
dajsatialna returned v,fith hi., grandson to Muorshu 
dibod but was seued ul) the road by an intermitting 
fever which continued long upon him On his rcco 
^ ^ ‘O 1164 he marched the 

MihritUs who >ct mfcslcd the pr i 
\incc of Cuttack and as usual unable to Iniiirr them 
tuadccuivc cngagemcivt spent the dry months in 
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pursuing them from place to place At length both 
parties, being tired of war, began equally to wish for 
an accommodation of their disputes Aly Verdy Khan 
yielded to the Mahrattas the province of Cuttack, and 
agreed to pay annually twelve lacs of rupees, as the 
choute of Bengal # 

The Nuv/ab by this peacej being freed from all his 
enemies, gradually discharged his superfluous troops, 
and employed himself in encouraging his people to re- 
build the villages which had^een destroyed, and to 
cultivate the lands, which m r|any districts had long 
lam waste, from the desertion^of the inhabitants during 

o The following is an abstract of the treaty, by which the dig- 
nity of the Nuwab was nominally preserved. 

“ I That-Meer Hubbeeb should be considered as the deputy 
of the Nuwab , that he should receive orders to appropriate 
the revenues of Orissa to the payment of the arrears due to the 
troops of Raja Ragojee Bhoosla, and that, over and above the 
said assignment, the sum of twelve lacs of rupees should be paid 
to the said Raja’s agents, yearly, on condition that the Mahrattas 
should not again set foot in his highness’ territoncs. 

“2. That the river Soonamooky,tj^ which runs by Ballasore, 
should be considered as the boundary between the two domi- 
nions , and that the Mahrattas should never cross that nver, noi 
even set a foot in its waters " 

Meer Hubbeeb did not long enjoy the fruits of the labours , 
he was soon after assassinated by Janojee, the son of tjie Berar 
Raja 

fThis is probably a mistake, as the nvcr S-ibameeka, which 
runs by Jellasore, was -considered the bourda."/ of Orissa, till 
October 1803, when the whole p,ovince was ic conquered by the 
English See Wtlleshyls Mahiatta War 
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the repeated mv*asions. From this period we find 
nothing remarkable in hU Hfe the remainder of his 
government being uninterrupted b> vicissitude. As he 
had chosen Seraje ad Dowlah for bis successor he 
lattcrlj entrusted him with a power which was too 
often employed for the destruction of those against 
whom he had any pique or was jealous of their attach 
ment t'l his uncles. HiAseln Cooly Khan and his 
brother the favourites of his uncle Nuaalsh Moham 


A D 1754- 


med 

1163 


1 ,, 

a^ 1 


assassinated in the year 
- _ _ J put to death other persons 

of rank without being punished b> his grandfather 
the which acts of cruelty ostranged from him the minds 
of people and prepared the way for bis own future 
destruction. 

In the year 1 1O9 died Nuazish Mohammed nephew 
to the Nuwab and son to Hajy 
A. D 1756. \hmcd lie |>05sesscd many good 
qualities and was much esteemed by the people for his 
clemency and charities to the friendless and poor His 
death was speedily followed by that of his brotlier 
Sayid Ahmed who had for many years governed the 
ilulrict of Furncah with credit 10 himself andsatisfac 
tlon to the mhabiiants Ills misfortune at Cuttack 
having corrected the warmth ofhis disposition and taught 
him prudence and huminity lioth these pniiccs arc 
well sjKikcn of by the natives of Bengal and thcic 
memory rc^pcclctl Nuazish Mohammed died without 
issue aiul S’y id Ahmed left only one son who sue 
cccdcd him in hisgovernment under the title of bhokut 
Jung 
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Aly Verdy Khan did not long survive the death of 

his nephews. In the eightieth year of his age, being 

seized with a dropsy, he submitted for some days to the 

advice of his physicians , but finding himself growing 

worse, and judging that at this time of life a recovery 

was not to be expected, refrained from medicine, and 

- refused longer to follow any regime. The expectations 

of his death caused great disputes among his relations. 

His eldest daughter, Gheseety Begum, widow of Nuazish 

Mohammed, retired with her treasures to Mooteejeel,*^ 

and distributed large sumy 4 imong the followers of 

late husband, in hopes that/ they would support her 

against her nephew Seraje ad^Dowlah, on her father’s 

demise. Such policy was only the influence of 

her declining fortune. When Aly Verdy Khan 

was in his last agonies, some of his women desired 

he would recommend them to the care of his 

intended successor , but ^he Nuwab, knowing his bad 

qualities, observed, smiling to them, “that if he for three 

days should behave dutifully to his grandmother, then 

they might entertain hopes of his tenderness.” Shortly 

after this, he departed ta the Divine mercy, on the 9th' 

of Rejib, 1169, after a government of sixteen years over 

, , . the three provinces of Bengal, Behaft 

April 9, 1756 ^ u J fu r 11 . 

and Orissa He was buried the follow- 


* A covmlry palace near Moorsbudabad. The principal build 
mg stands in a piece of water called Mootee Jeel, or Pearl Lake 
It was erected bv Nuazish Mohammed , and is a stately pilr, 
being ornamented with many pillars of black marble, brought from 
the rums of Gour or Lucknowty, the ancient capital of Bengal. 
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iDg night, near the tomb of bis mother, m the garden of 
Khoorh Baug 

Aly VerJy Khan frpra his early youth was not 
addicted to idle pleasures, as wine ur opiates • music, or 
the company of courtesans. He was regular m his 
devotions and as;iduou:,ly absialoed frona all things 
forbidden by the divine law He generally rose two 
hours befare day and ai\^r ablution and prayer, drank 
codec nith his select companions At daybreak he 
ga\e public audience, whtn the commanders of lus army 
the civU officers and pers^s of all ranks who had any 
applications to make, ttcre admitted without reserve to 
set foiih their business arM received salufaclion from 
his biunty At the expiration of two hour# be retired 
to a private apartment, where such only a# were invited 
came. These were generally his nephew, Nuaaish 
Mohammed and Saytd Ahmed bis grandson Seraje ad 
Doulah and particular friends. Pieces of poetry were 
now recited or history or anecdotes read to him and 
sometimes he even amused himself with giving direc 
tions to bis cooks who prepare*! victuals before him 
according to his palate. The officers of different 
departments if ncccssaiy also came for orders. lie 
ih n sat down to eat with his friends and many shared 
the bounties oi his tvblc. When the meal was over the 
company retired to repose. At this time a story teller 
always attended to relate some amusing narrative. 
He generally rose about an hour after midday, per 
formed his devotions and read in the Koran till near 


Couin.wJ)' u^eJ la loUu to loiaricaic. 
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four After saying the piescribed prayers, and drink- 
ing a di aught of water cooled with ice or saltpetre, he 
leceived several learned men, in whose company he 
daily spent an hour , hearing them discuss points of 
divinity and law, for his information. When they re- 
tired, the officers of the revenue with Juggut Seat his 
banker, were admitted, and gave him the intelligence 
received from Dehly and eveij^ province of the empire, 
also of each district of his own government , after which 
he issued his orders to them, as»the nature of the busi- 
ness required. An hour parsed in this manner, and 
sometimes his near relations \\4re allowed to be present. 
By this time night set in, lights were brought, and 
with them certain jesters and ^buffoons, who enter- 
tained hnn with their repartees on each other for a short 
time He then retired to prayers , after which he sat 
in private with his own Begum, to receive the visists of 
near female relations, till nine o’clock. The women 
then departed , and men were admitted who had busi- 
ness with him, till he retired to sleep, generally early, 
and without eating In this manner he passed his time 
having stated hours for every employment. He was 
unequalled m his benevolence to his relations, friends, 
and former acquaintance m his lower fortunes, parti- 
cularly to those who had shewn him the smallest kind- 
ness when he was distressed at Dehly in his youth, 
sending for them or their children to his court, and 
confeinng favours upon them beyond their expectation. 
The people at large, during his life, experienced such 
care and satisfaction from his gentle administration, 
as could not be exceeded by the indulgence of a parent , 
while at ttie same time the lowest of his officers 
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g re w rich In his service. He was intelligent In all 
aflairs and encouraged the deserving of every profes- 
sion. Affable In manners wise In state affairs, courag 
OSS as a general be possessed also every noole quality 
When the French general Bussy after the death of 
Nasir Jung* wrote to him In pompous terms of his 
victory and recommended the factory of Chander 
nagore to his protection Oo redected upon the slmllan 
ty of disposition between hts intended successor Seraje 
ad Dowlab whose ei^ity to the English be was 
apprised of and the uWbrtunate Soubahdar of the 
Dekkan , at the same^time saying be feared that 
after bis death the Europeans would become masters 
^ of many parts ol Hlndoostan. lllustapbft 
Khan hb principal general had endeavoured to pre 
vail upon him to expel the Englbh from Calcutta, and 
seize their wealth but receiving no ansrver to hb ad 
vice, urged it again through the Nuwabs nephews 
Is uaabh Mohammed and Say id Ahmed Aly Verdy 
Khan returned no answer but shortly after said in 
private, to the latter ** My child Mustapba Khan b a 
^soldier and wbhes us to bo constantly m need of 
^ hb service but how came you to Join in bis request ? 
** What have the English done against me, that I should 
^ use them ill? It b now difhcult to extingubh fro 
^ on land, but should the sea be in dames, who can 


* Nislr Niamofihc Dekkan. was JUrpnwJ 

and tlalo lo a ccuspiracy of hu oohlcs, aiuiiej by the FrM«K 
m its ytar 176^ 
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“put them out ?♦ Never listen to such advice as his, 
“ for the result would probably be fatal.” 

In consequence of these sentiments, the Europeans 
v/ere little molested during his government ; and were 
permitted to carry on their commerce, according to the 
tenor of the Firmans they had received from the em- 
peror Ferrokhsere or fro ra former governors, upon 
making the usual presents. The zemindars were so 
well pleased with his conduct, that during the war with 
the Mahrattas they advance^him a crore and a half 
of rupees, a circumstance unprecedented m Oriental 
history It does not appear tnat he ever remitted any 
part of the revenues to Dahly^f but the frequent inva- 
sions of the Mahrattas may be admitted as an excuse 
- for his conduct 


■* An allusion to the fleet 

T In the year 1746, Hindoostan was invaded by the Afghans of 
Cabul, under the command of Ahmed Shah Abdullah , and in the 
following year' the emperor Mohammed Shah died , from which 
period the monarchs of India have been entirely destitute of po//er, 
and their governors of provinces have assumed independence See 
Sow's s.Vi'&.Scoii’s Histories^ 2nd vols. 



KUWAB MUNSOOR ALMOOLK SERAJE 
ADDOWLAH SHAH COOLV KHAN, 
JIIRZA MAHMOOD HYBET JUNG 
BEHADUR. 

Orijjin of Senje ad Dowfafi — H«* character — Adopted hf Alf 
Verdt Khao and declared hit h If — Scraje od PowI*h cantea 
Huucio Addeeo and Himcio Cbo)y Khao to be mordered — 
isuaiish MofaaiQmcd, ood Sayld Abmed the code ofSeraje ad 
Do»iah, die, both aztrcaitl^!^ch—Air Verdf Kbaa s^rc* the 
Foujedary of Pomeah to hii ^ondeoo Sbokut Jong— Death of 
Aly Verdy Kban — Seraje au Dowdah ukc« pot»c»lon ol the 
govtninieDl— Seodi a pari» %•> oeqocittr the wealth of bit tmcJc, 
Nuanoh, ood dJjp-7«ea5 hia aunt of the palace of Mooteejcd— 
Thraateaj Rajbullub, deputy-governor of Dacca— Tore* many of 
the old ofncen out of (heir ciDotormeats and appoiats bi» own 
Citvourtteo— Sboknt Jun^ plott atnimt bti coutio and soliciu 
the Vider to CDofer the govrmraeot of Deoirtl on him— berajo 
od Donlab marches towards Puroeah— Stopped at Rajcmahel 
m cootequcnce ofintdligencc received from CaJcuiu— rcl rned to 
Costimhazar and takes pois^sfioo of tbe Englisli factory — 
1 rocceds towards Calcutta— ’The Eoglirh endeavoured to Avert 
bit an^er but in vam — They eolisi i(oo native matchlock men 
and enrol the miliila CO defend the fort — The Nuwab arrives at 
Cilcutta— Detcnption of Fort Wlliaro-^ I he Nawabs troop) 
storm the oato<nt% and j^et posretsinn of the hou:>es near 
tbe fort— l>fr Drake defends the fort for soiae lime vriih great 
rewlqtioo bat, finding there was do hope of holding out 
retires on board a ship— Mr Ilotwell lakes the command of 
the fort— Eudeavoars t" procn e a ship, to take oO* tbe garrison 
bit IS diiappoiaicd — Untes a fetter to Manickchuod Foujedar 
of Hoo,,ly to lotcrceile with the Nnwab— A Uag of truce 
xat by tbe Nuwab but while the garnvoa were emj Joyed in 
k tcoiSh to the meiwnger tbe Ngwabs troops escal de and 
t-itr the fort— The En*lj»h lay down ibeir area— The fsuwab 
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enters the fort — Severely reprimands Mr Holwell — Description 
of the interior of the fort — The English prisoners forced into 
the Black Hole , and out of 146 persons, 123 die dunng 
the night — ^Mr Holwell again summoned to the Nuwab , threaten- 
ed with further punishment if he did not disclose where the 
Company’s treasure was hidden — The name of Calcutta changed 
to Alynagur — Manickchund left with 3,000 men to guard it — 
The Nuwab levies a fine from the French and Dutch — Returns 
to Moorshudabad — Writes an ortfer to his cousin, Shokut Jung, 
whq refuses obedience to it, and returns a letter of defiance — - 
The Nuwab takes the field — Orders Raja Mohun Loll to cross 
the river and invade Purneah frjbx the east, while R amnarain, 
deputy-governor of Behar, shoui 4 attack it [on the west — 
Character of the two cousins — Shdcut Jung forms an entrenched 
camp, but neglects to give, the requisite orders to his troops — 
Joins the camp, but disgusts the officers by his conduct— Seraje 
ad Dowlah’s army approaches, and commences a cannonade — ' 
Advice* given by an old officer to Shokut Jung — The comman- 
der of artillery advances his guns beyond the morass — Shokut 
JUng orders his cavalry to cross the morass, and attack the 
' enemy — Retires to his tent — Alarmed by intelligence of the 
success of the enemy— Mounts his elephant — Killed by a musquet 
ball, and his army routed- -Mohun Loll advances to Purneah, 
and seizes the property and family of the deceased — Gives 
charge of the district to his son — Seraje ad Dowlah returns 
to Moorshudabad — Affairs of the English resumed — Mr Drake, 
with those who had escaped from Calcutta, proceeds to Fulta — 
Sends an express to Madras — The Madras government thrown 
into great consternation— Resolve to make war on the Nuwab 
of Bengal — Fit out an expedition under the command of Admiral 
Watson and Colonel Clive — The fleet sails from Madras — 
Separated during a tedious voyage — Arrives at Fulta — Colonel 
Clive writes to the Nuwab — Resolves to attack the fort of 
■ Budgebudge — The detachment which was landed for that 
purpose attacked by surprise — A confused engagement ensues — 
The Nuwab’s troops retire — A ship of war silences thp guns 
of Budgebudge , but the assault having been delayed, a 
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dninlcen taHor the Bart— >The English advance towarde 

Cilcoita— The govcrnot retreats, leaving only a gamsoo of 
500 men — The English retake Fort ^7^1lam and Calcntta— * 
Take Hoogly — Intelligence of the war with France — The 
number of the French troops at Chandemagore mdoces the 
English to make overtures of peace to the Nnwab, which are 
rejected with disdain — The Nawab marches from Moorahodabad 
— Re<rossca the nver above Hoogly — Encamps In the ndoiiy 
of Calcntta — Colonel Give (ttacks his camp— The Nnwab 
much slarmed— Offers to make peace — A treaty con 
eluded — Tenjn 0 / the treaty— The Nnwab marches from 
Calcutta — Alliance offcnsivt: and defensive lormcd — The 

English resolve to attack C^hndcmagorc — The French apply 
to the Nuwab to protect &em — He orders the English to 
desut and sends a relnCor^tment to Hoogly— The French 
sink several ships m the channel of the nver— The £n),lish troops 
eater the French temiory— The ^blps, with much difficulty 
brought opposite the fort— The French capimUte — Part ef the 
garrison make their escape— Reasons why the Nnwab did not 
auut the French— The troops that had escaped from Chander 
nagore arrive s( Cossimbazar and are taken under the protcc 
non of the Nnwab— Colonel Give demands their beiog delivered 
up to him— The Nuwab much irritated thereby— Orders the 
French to proceed to Debar — Meerjaffier and other conspirators 
make overtures to Colonel Cbre— These oveitures accepted— 
Serajt ad Dowlah obtains inicUigence of the proceedings of the 
English— Kemforces bis army at FLassey— Orders piles to be 
driven across the nver and sends instructions to hlr Lav to bolt 
at Bbagulpore — Treaty between Ucer JaiBcr and the EngUsb— 
The troops march ffom Calcntta— Colonel Clive writes to the 
Nuwab, who endtavonr* to reconcile Meer Jafficr— Orders bis 
army to aiiemble at Plassey— The English army proceeds up the 
nver and takes the fori of Cutwa— Letters received Irom Jeer 
Jauicr— The Colonel calls a co uncil cf war— Resolves to cross the 
liter— Infortrs Meer JalEcr of hu Intentions— The troops pass 
the nver and take potsessloa of Plassey grove— The Nuwab en 
camp* Uoie to them— The armies draw out In houlc array— 
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The engagement commences — Meer Muddeen, the Nuwab’s 
general, killed— Seraje ad Dowlah sends for Meer Jaffier, and 
apologizes for his past conduct — Meer Jaffier advises the troops 
to be recalled to camp — Sends Intelligence of the state of affairs 
to Colonel Clive — The retreat d£»the Nuwab’s artillery causes 
much confusion in his camp — The English advance towards the 
entrenchments — Meer Jaffier’s troops attempt to join the English 
— The Nuwab quits the field — Arrives at Moorshudabad— Es- 
capes from thence, with a few ^f his women — Embarks on the 
Ganges — Arrives opposite Rajemahel Betrayed by a Dervish 
— Taken prisoner — Sent to Moorshudabad — Put to death by 
Meeran, the son of Jaffier — Th^ English enter the Nuwab's 
eamp — Proceed to Daoodpore-/Meeting between Colonel Clive 
and Me er Jaffier — The English march to Moidapore, m the 
vicimtv of Moorshudabad — Colonel Clive enters the city — ^Visits 
Meer Jaffier, and places him on t^e musnud — Conclusion 

Mirza Mahmood was the eldest son of Zyn Ad* 
deen, the youngest of Hajy Ahmed’s sons, who married 
one of Aly Verdy Khan’s daughters He was born 
at the period that Aly Verdy was appointed to the 
government of Behar , and who, considering the birth 
of a grandson at that time as an auspicious event, de- 
clared his intention of adopting him as his own child. 

The boy was therefore indulged in every caprice of 
his mind , and, being naturally of a cruel and perverse 
temper, his vices ripened with his age as he grew up, 
he associated with none but infamous and profligate 
companions , and at their head, used to patrole the 
streets of Moorshudabad, and insult every person of 
respectabiJity whom they met. It is scarcely possible 
that these circumstances could have been concealed 
from his grandfather , but the old man was so infatuated 
with the beauty and lively disposition of the youth, that 
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be took no measures to correct hfs flagitious conduct 
ThU young man fn the >ear of the Hejfra 1167 
^ ^ Aly Vcrdy Khan declared to be his 

successor be seated him on the 
musnud and having made him the accustomary 
offerlgns and gratulations obliged all the courtiers and 
oflFiccrs o do the same and from that time suflercd 
him tojntcrfere m the goif rnment of the provinces 
and to make a very bad use of his authority 

In the following ye 4 r Seraje ad Dowlah being 
jealous of the power and^nflueacc which his uncle, 
Nuazlsh Mohammed possiksed as governor of Dacca 
and the eastern distncts bet not daring to extend bis 
arm against him caused both his deputies Hussein 
Addeen and Hussein Cooly Khan to be murdered 
^ ^ The former be eflected by private 

assassination at Dacca , but the latter 
uras openly executed In the streets of Moorshudabad 
in his presence. After this event, NuazUh Mohammed 
appointed Rajbullub (who under the former govern 
ment, had been employed as superintendent of the 
boat est iblishment at Dacca and had thereby accu 
mulatctl much wealth) to be his deputy governor of 
Dacca and the eastern divtricti.# About this tlmq died 


*Ai tbe subject of this Cbaptcr has been alreocfr related bf 
iheaccuxaie Mr Orme, I sbaU endeavour to render U as eoadie 
os tbe nature of the cate will admit i rercrriDK mr rcaderr for 
roore ptTtJC liar lofiraaiion to that celebrated biitonao From 
bis general correctaets, I mutt, however except *'i« oxthivraphy 
of Or entaJ nan ci.— Thoie points on which Mr Orms was unln 
formed, ac an ply suppled by ibo Sur u/ J/ir/tt/frrrr/r and 
the Jr AtiuIjLfH, 
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Akram ad Dowlah, the younger brother of Seraje ad 
Dowlah, to whom a posthumous son was born some 
months after his decease, and was named Murad ad 

i 

Dowlah. Nuazish Mohammed died at Moorshudabad, 

Jan i 7"6 on the 13th of Rubby Assany, 1169, 
much regretted by the poor, to whom 
he was exceedingly charitable; without leaving any sons. 
His brother Sayid Ahmed, ^departed this life on the 
month following, being the 25th of Jemmed al Abul, 
at Purneah , leaving two son», on the elder of whom 
had been conferred the title of Shokut Jung Both of 
the brothers dic.d extremeljAich the wealth of the 
former was never publicly ?.scertatned, as it was taken 
possession of, first by his wife, Gheseety Begum, and 
was afterwards plundered by Seraje ad Dowlah* but 
in the treasury of the latter was found sixty-one lacs 
of rupees, 762,050/ sterling, in gold and silver , and the 
value of his jewels, plate, elephant, &c. amounted to 
as much more 

Previous to the demise of Sayid Ahmed, the Nuwab 
had been for some time labouring under a dropsy, and 
no hopes of his recovery were entertained Sayid Ahmed 
had, therefore, made preparations to assert his claim to 
‘ the succession, in opposition to the determination and 
will of Aly Verdy Khan but his premature death left 
Seraje ad Dowlah without any other rival than his cousin, 
Shokut Jung , to quiet whom, Aly Verdy Khan bestowed 
the FoujeiJary of Purneah as ajagier , at the same time, 
conjuring him to be content with his portion, to live 
upon amicable terms with all his relations, and to sup- 
port his father’s attendants . but as the youth was oPa 
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\ery slmflar dUpoiiHon to Seraje ad Do wlab and still 
mDij Ignorant of the world the advice of his grand 
father was 1 ittle attended ta 


Upon the death of AJy Vc dy Khan Seraje ad Dow 

. , lah took undUpatcd possession of the 

April* 17 SU. ^ ^ , r; . . 

go\emment and such was the raiser 

able state to which the unfortunate crapcror of Hin 
doostan Aaluragcer the Second was then reduced,* 
that It IS doub fut whether Seraje ad Dowlah ever xvent 
through the form of solIclV^g bis confirmation of the 
appointment ^ 


The first act of his goveVnment ivas to send a party 
of troops to dispcsseu hts aunt, Gheseety Degum of 
the palace of Mooteejeel and to selxe the treasures of 
her deceased husband Nuaalsb Moharameti These 
measures he easily effected although the lady bad 
hired a number of people to defend her against his op* 
liressions. He also demanded a large sum of money 
from Uajbullub the deputy go\crnor of Dacca and s* 
alarmed him that he sent off privately bis property and 
family to Calcutta. He afterwards displaced many of 
the officers of government, and filled their appoint 
menls with young men the companions of bis pleasures, 
hlohun Loll a Hindoo who had been Dewan or super 
intendent of his household he promoted to be Dewan 
of the province and his prime minister in all affairs. 
He conferred also on him the titles of Maharaja (great 


•See Djw^t aad S itXfs legas of Ahmed Stub, oad 

AstaiDi,ccx il 
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prince), and commander of 5000 horse.* Meer Mudden, 
^mother person of mean origin, he appointed coraman- 
der-in-chieif of his forces. One of the principal persons 
^ho had been removed from his office, was Meer Jaffier ' 
Khan, the Bukhshy ov paymaster-general. This officer 
soon exhibited signs of discontent , and leaguing with 
eeiieral others who were disgusted with the infamous 
ponduct of the young Nuwa!|, entered into a correspon- 
dence with Shokut Jung, the governor of Furneah, and 
exhorted him to assert his cUim to the musnud the 
young man readily fell into^eir measures but, fey the 
prudent advice of some of h^ counsellors, he deemed 
it requisite first to procure from the court of Dehly a 
commission, appointing him to the government , he, in 
consequence, applied to Ghazy Addeen, the Vizier of 
Aalumgeer the Second, from whom he obatmed a pro- 
mise of the patent he required, on condition of sending 
annually a croie of rupees to the imperial treasury.! 

These transactions having been discovered by 
Seraje ad Dowlah, he placed himself at the head of lus 
troops, and marched towards Purneah , but, upon hts 
arrival at Rajemahel, he was diverted from his purpose, 
by letters received from Calcutta, respecting the refusal 
of the English to deliver up K-ishen Bullub, the son of 
Rajbullub, who some months before had left Dapca 
, With his family and property, and had taken refuge at 

* All these honours are said to have originated from the Hindoo 
having presented his sister to Seraje ad Dowlah She was a lady 
of the most delicate form, and weighed only 64lbs English. He, 
however, proved himself a faithful servant. 

t Mustapha’s Translation of the Ster al Mut«khtreen^ p. 7a9 
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Calcutta also by irvtcUigcncc that the Ergliih were 
addUig to the fortificatioos ol Fort WilHam, and incrcaj 
tng the strength of the gamson. 

Thu. information imlatcd the Nuvrab to a degree 
of rage which astonbhed his officers. He instantly 
changed his resolution of marching to Pumeah and 
ordered his army to return to Moorshudabad where 
he arrived on the ist of Jifne, and laid siege to the fac 
tory of Cossimbaiar the gamson of which consisting 
only of forty two men It deluxred up to him by 
capitulation, on the fourthly The terms of the capi 
tulatlon were however Irnmcdiatcly broken and on 
. tbc lothoftbe month ofRajDMn 1169 
Jane 9, i 75 Nuwab proceeded towards Cal 

cutta. Dunng this time letters were daily despatched 
by the governor of Calcutta to Mr Watts the Chiel of 
Cossimbazar who was detained as a prisoner by the 
Nttwab to offer every apology possible to mitigate his 
wrath. The good offices of the bankers and principal 
Moghul merchants were also employed but all In vain. 
Scrajc ad Dowlah replied “that Mr Drake, the gov 
“ernor had gncvously offended him and that be 
would not suffer the English to remain in bis country 
on any other terms than were allowed them under 
“ the government of the Nuwab Moorshud Cobly Jafficr 
“ Khan. 


In tins dilemma, as no hopes of assistance could bo 
cxpccxd in time from Madras Mr Drake applied to 
the Dutch at Chinsura and to the I rcnch at Chandcr 
lu^orc to help him but the former positively refused , 
and the Utter added iiuult to the refusal ny dcsinng 
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the English to abandon Calcutta, and to repair to 
Chandernagore, where they would protect them. 

The English, finding that they had no other^ re- 
source than in their own exertions, armed all the Euro- 
peans, native Portuguese, and Armenians, and took 
into their service 1,500 Hindoo matchlock-men , they 
also laid in a store of gram and other provisions , and 
added such works for their defence as the shor.tness of 
the time would admit. 

/ 

Upon the arrival of Seraj^ad Dowlah in the vicinity 
of Chinsura and Chandernagore, he sent letters to, the 
Dutch and French, commanding them to assist him 
with their forces in his designs against Calcutta but 
they pleaded the treaties subsisting between their 
nations and the English in Europe, as a reason why 
they could not obey his commands. This refusal he 
highly resented , but at that time repressed his indig- 
nation, lest they should unite with the English 

On the i6th of Ramzan, the Nuwab’s troops crossed 
the river at Hoogly, and on the following day came m 

The Nuwab at- Calcutta , but not being 

tacks Calcutta, aware that the Mahratta ditch had 
never been completed, they were 
stopped by that part of it which had been excavated 
to the north of the town, and a temporary advantage 
as that evening gained by the English. 

The factory, or fort, was situated on the bank of 
the river its length from east to west was 210 yeards * 
Its breadth on the south side was 130 yards, and on 
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the north only foo yards It had four bastions, mount 
mg each ten guns , but the curtains were only four 
feet thick, and the terrace which \Tas the roof of the 


store rooms formed the top of the ramparts the 
gateway on the eastern side projected and monnted 
five guns and along the bank of the Hver was a lino 
of heavy cannon mounted in embrasures of solid 
masonry so that the p/tee might have made a long 
defence against such an enemy bad not the houses 


of the principal Europeans 
and commanded the 


and the Church, overlooked 


On the iptb all the dtjtposts were stormed by the 
Nowabs forces upon which the 1500 matcblocl men 
. and other native troops In the Eng 

^ lUh service, deserted , whIUt the 

Portuguese and other inhabitants of the town, who had 
been Injudiciously admitted Into the fort, caused great 
confusion and uproar Ootbsaist. the besiegers re 
nei^ed their attacks and having erected a battery of 
three guns, began to cannonade the fort whilst their 
matchlock men and others armed with small pieces 
fired from the tops oi the bouses (which were all fiat 
roofed) upon the garrison. 

Mr Drake, the governor although not a railitary 
man had not betrayed any signs of personal fear, 
but exposed his person on the ramparts and wbese 
ever bb presence was thought requisite until here 
ccived intclllgeace that the rcraaiolng gunpowder in 
the msgoiiac was damp and unfit for service when 
&ndint, that there was no chance of much longer 
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defending the place, and being very apprehensive of the 
resentment of the Nuwab, who had threatened to put 
him to death, he embarked on board a boat, and in a 
short time was conveyed on board one of the ships 
which were then anchored at Govindpore, nearly three 
miles down the river. The example of the governor 
was immediately followed by all those who could get 
on board the ships. ^ 

After this abandonment, tl^ number of Europeans 
lemaining in the fort were persons, at the head of 
whom was Mr. Holwell, one dTthe members of council , 
who, in order to prevent further desertion, directed the 
. gate towards the river to be locked and guarded It was 
however his intention to have embarked, with the re- 
mainder of the garrison, on board a ship which was till 
anchored above the fort. For this purpose, he sent orders 
to the captain to bring her close to the fort, as soon as 
the ebb-tide would permit unfortunately, the ship, on 
her way down, struck on a sand-bank, where the crew, 
being exposed to the fire of the enemy from the tops of 
the houses, were obliged to abandon her. 

The garrison continued to defend themselves with 
great vigour during the whole of that day and night , 
and made many signals to the ships anchored at 
Govindpore to return and take them on board, as all 
the boats had been either lost or carried away by the 
natives , but in this last expectation of relief they were 
disappointed, for not a single vessel moved to their 
assistance. 

1 
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On the 2 ist of Ramzan the \uwab3 troops rccom 

, mcnced their -attack with fresh 

JUDO 20i 

vigour and whilst some of the ganison 
esposed themselves with undaunted resolution others 
were entreating Mr Hohvell to capitulate who to calm 
the minds of those who desponded threw a letter from 
the rampart — written by ^mlchund a Hindoo racrchapt 
of conccqucnce whom the English had together with 
Kishenbullub detained as prisoners on the approach of 
the Nuwabs array — aJ^rcssed to Mamckchund the 
houjedar of Hoogly whr^commanded a body of troops 
before the fort requesting him to intercede with Uie 
Nuwab to cease hostiliUtis as the English were ready to 
obey bis commands and only persisted m defending 
the fort, to preserve their lives and honour The letter 
was immediately taken up but for many hours no 
answer u'as returued wbibt the enemy continued to 
push on the attack with vigour At four o clock in 
the evening a person was observed advancing to the 
fort with a Hag of truce which Mr Hohvell answered 
uiUi another from the south cast bastion A parley 
ensued dunug which many of the Nuwabs troops 
approached to the walls of the fort and endeavoured to 
escalade It at the same Urao some of the soldiers of the 
garruon havintr broken open the arrack cellars had 
intoxicated ihcrascives and forced open the gate next 
tlic nver side with an intention of seizing on whatever 
boats thc> could find and of proceeding to the ships , 
Just as they opened thcgalc a party of the enemy who 
had also got on that side met them and at once rushed 
mio the fort another party at the iamc moment mouu 
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the warehouses In this scene of con- 
fusion no resistance was made , and the 
English having surrendeied their arms, 
the Nuwab’s troops refrained from 

At five o’clock on the 22n3 of Ramzan, Seraje ad 
j Dowlah, atte^nded by Aleer Jaffier, 

whom he haa again restored to his 
office, and several other officers, entered the fort. He 
immediately ordered Omichui^ and Kishenbullub to 
be brought before him, and rd^ived them with civility. 
He ne^t directed some of his Officers to go and take 
possession of the Company’s treasury , he then proceed- 
ed to the principal room of the factory, wheie he sat m 
state, and received the congratulations of his 
courtiers on the impoitant conquest. He soon after 
sent for Mr. Holwell and expressed much resentment 
at the presumption of the English, in daring to defend 
the fort , and great dissatisfaction at the smallness of 
the sum f lund in the treasury, which did not exceed 
50,000 rupees. Mr H dwell had two other conferences 
with him on this subject before seven o’clock, when the 
Nuwab dismissed him with assurances of safety. 

Mr Holwell retuimng to his unfortunate com- 
panions, found them surrounded by a strong guard he 
also perceived that several places in the fort had by 
accident been set on fire, and that the flames ap- 
proached, on both sides, the spot on which they stood. 
On each side of the eastern gate of the fort extended a 
range of chambers, the roofs of which formed the 
rampart 0/ the eastern curtain , and before the 
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chambcra was an arched verandah or gallery which was 
intended to shelter the soldiers from sun and rain but 
being very low obstructed the light and air from the 
chambers. The prisoners were at first ordered to 
draw up m the verandah but the officer commanding 
the guard not thinking they would be sufficiently 
secure there inquired where was the prison of the 
fort and one of the chamoers before mentioned which 
was used as the black hole, to confine disorderly soldiers 

Safr«n.gs ofMr w-tlioul 

HoUeU and his exammli^ the extent of the apartment 
corapanions forced thtftn alUnio It The door was 
Immedia&ly closed and locked and 
X4d persons were thus confined in tho month of June 
and m the torrid tone, in a room not twenty feet 
square, with only two small windows to admit air tor 
the detail of the horrid sufierings of these unfortunate 
persons the reader is referred toUie historian mention 
cd in the beginning of this Chapter suffice it to bi> 
that out of one hundred and forty six persons only 
tuenty three survived the fatal night and these were so 
reduced they could barely stand.* 

Mr IIolwcl! was carried to tho \uwab who ..o far 
from shewing any compas:>{(m for his situation or 
remorse for the death of the other prisoners only 
talked to him of the treasures which the English had 

hex the crcdii of ho ro an oature, «e wouJd £aia bcliere ibt 
mcTtuus of the uuve bUtonios who say the '^awab knew 
Boib ng of ibis uaosactioo | and ibat tbs condaci of ibe officer kKj 
cooCocU ibcm proceeded eaurcly from stupidity, and not fro^i 
tnalcvcutccc or crudey 
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buried, and threatened him with further punish- 
ment if he did not disclose where they 
were,' 

To perpetuate the memory of this conquest, the^ 
Nuwab ordered the name of Calcutta to be changed to 
2nd of July, Alynagur ; and leaving a garrison in it 

of 3000 men, under the command of 
Manickcfiund, the Foujedar of Hoogly, he proceeded, 
■on the 3rd of Shual, towards Moorshudabad * 


As soon as his army had ^e-crossed the river at 
Hoogly, he sent detachments the French and Dutch. 
, settlements, threatening to extirpate them, as he had 
done the English, unless they would immediately pay 
him a large sum of money ; but after receiving many 
assurances of their submission to his will, he consent- 
ed to accept from the Dutch four lacs and a half of 
rupees, and from the French three and a half; which 
difference, it is said, he made because the latter had 
supplied him with two hundred barrels of gunpowder, 
as he was marchmg towards Calcutta, 


, * The capture of Fort Wiiliam, and the sufferings of its in- 
Siabitants, strongly evince the fallacy of all human speculations 
For nearly a century, it had been the constant object of the East- 
India Company to procure a fortihcation on the Ganges for the 
protection of their servants and property had they never obtain- 
ed it, the catastrophe would not have happened On the other 
hand, the Nuwab supposed, that, from the capture of the 
/ort, -and the ^destruction of the garnson, he had rendered his 
government secure, and expelled the English frotrf the country - 
whereas that very circumr>tance drew on hi n the vengeance of an 
inveterate foe, caused his death, and transferred the government 
to the hand^ of strangers. 
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On his arn\a| at i\IoorahudabacJ he issued orders 
commanding the sequestration oS all 
^ ^ the ejects and merchindise belonging 

to th^ English In all parts of his dominions However 
finding that no disco\enes cjuld be obtained concern 
ing the treasures which he sapoj'^ed to be buried in 
Calcutta, he In compliancy with the intercession of the 
wHdow of Aly Verdy kna 1 released Mr HoUvcll and 
the other English prisoners 

Soon after Seraje adK.>wIali8 return to Moorshiidi 
bad he in order to try ^e allegiance of his cousin, 
appointed a person namci) Rtibeinry to the Poujedary 
ofBIrnagurin Pumeah and ordered Shokut Jung to 
put him immcd(atcl> In possession of the ofTicc 
\othing could exceed the ra^cof Shokut Jung on the 
receipt of the order he directed the bearer of it to bo 
beaten he then called for the Vizier s letter containing 
the pfomii»c of the piti-nt and liaving caused it to be 
read aloud in open court commanded one of his 
sccfctarl-s to w rite a letter tithe following purpwrt 
“ know that I have received from the fmperfaf court iho 
** commission of governor of the three provinces. On 
“ account of our familj con icction I haveno wish to do 
“>ouan) personal injury and >ou may make chofeo of 
an> of ilic eastern distnets for your rcsfdeiicc where 
“ >ou shall receive an ample allowance but I desire that 
jou will immediately quit MooiNhudabad and do m»l 
“presume to take u nh )ou an> of the treasure or other 
valuables Send mean answer quickly as I am waitlnt, 

fnni rn tl *• 
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man t}i<an Sorajc ad Dowl.ih. He issued Ids command 
for hi6 arm\ immediately to take the field , and sent 
orders to Raja Ramnar.ain, whom \ly Verdy Khan had 
made deputy-oovernar of Behar, to assemble his forces, 
and, ha\ uiji crossed tiie river, to enter Purneah 
Ills o’vn army marched in two div isions , that under 
his immediate command proceeded on the 
sout}i-\\esC suie of the Gai^jes to Rvjemahel, while 
the otlier, un ler the onlers of Raja Mohun Loll, crossed 
that ri\er at Surdah, ai^ marched towards the 
appointed place on the nortl^ast side. 

Whilst these two youn" men were actually engaged 
in hostilities against each other, they could restrain the 
violence and perverseness of then dispositions* they 
each of them gave offence to the old officers, who had 
long served under their father or grandfather and 
thougli neither of them was capable of directing e^'en 
his own domestics, they wiuld not listen to the advice of 
the sensible persons in their courts, who were sincere 
well-wishers of their family, respecting the government 
of the countries under their charge, but consulted only 
the rash and profligate '^beings of their own creation. 
Such conduct induced the author of the Siey Mutakhc- 
reen, although a relation of the family, to say “ it 
" having been decreed by Providence that the guilty 
“ race of Aly Verdy Khan should be deprived of a do- 
“ minion that had cost so much toil m acquiring, it was 
“ for a tiirfe consigned to the hands of two young men, 
" Seraje ad Dowlah, and Shokut Jung , both equally 
“vain, cruel, and incapable of government, and vyho, 
" by their flagitious conduct, shortly caused the flames 
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” of deatrucUon to bunt forth from the edifice erected 
“ by tbdr progenitor * 

When Shokat Jung nras Informed of the advance of 


Scraje ad Dowlah he ordered hfs officers to fi'c on a 


October, 

A. D 170. 


proper spot for the rendezvous of b/s 
army where he might be able to op 


poae bis adversary with the greateat 
effect Some of the officer^ who hau served under bis 


father and possessed good abilities selected a situation 
near Nuwabgungc on thc' -corifines of Purneab which 
was strong by nature andihight easily be defended 


against a superior force lt“jras covered In front by deep 
morasses of many miles extent, across which there was 


only one causeway whilst the rbar of the position 
being open to a productive country Insured an ample 
supply of provisions to the camp. In drawing up the 
troops however the greatest Irregularity was practised 
for as Shokut Jung knew nothing of the matter himself 
and would not entrust the command to any other per 
son the commandant of each corps encamped In what 
he considered the most convenient situation thus parti 


of thc army which ivas not very numerous were sepa 


rated by an Interval of four miles and Shokut Jung 
instead of dai/y reviewing the troops did not Join the 
army till thc advanced parties of thc enemy appeared 
in sight 


At length Shokut Jung caroc to the camp he was 
attended by a bodyguard of cavalry which he had 
raised blmsclf another corps of horse commanded by 
his brother and a regiment of icoo matchlock men. 
A* looo as ho arrived Ihcprlnclpal officers vyaltcd on 
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him to pay their respects , but even at that time, instead 
of ingratiating himself with them by his complaisance, 
he added to their disgust by the moroseness of his be- 
haviour, nor would he give them any orders for their 
conduct, but desired them to return to their respective 
encampments, and there await his commands. About 
nine o’clock, the division of Seraje ad Dowlah’s army, 
under the command of RajJ Mohun Loll and Meer 
Jaffier, came in sight, but drew up at a very considerable 
distance, whence they commeaced a cannonade. The 
balls of the smaller pieces ifll into the lake or morass, 
but those of the heavy gunsl^ged in the camp , and one 
of them passing near Shokut*Jung, he was much alarm- 
ed, and ordered the standards and other insignia of his 
rank to be lowered down. An old Afghan officer, who 
had seen much service, and was standing near, said, 
“ my lord and master, what kind of a battle is this ? I 
“ never saw any thing like it When I served in the Dek- 
“ kan, under Nizam al Moolk this is not the way here 
“ every man does as he pleases. The army should be 
“drawn out in lines, and ranged in battle-array , and 
“ the artillery should Le placed in front , the troop's 
“ must be united in compact bodies, and act together 
“ then only can victory be expected.” Shokut Jung 
took this remonstrance very ill. He abused Nizam al 
Moolk as a blockhead, and said, “ I have no occasion to 
“ be taught what I am. to do, for I have myself fought 
“ three hundred battles.” 

In the mean time. Sham Sunder, the Hindoo com- 
mander of the artillery, who was possessed of much 
bravery but no experience, finding that his guns would 
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not reach those of the enemy quitted hts entrenchraent 
bchindt he morass and advanced over the causeway to 
the other aide where he commenced a cannonade. On 
seeing this Shokut /ung sent orders to the cavalry also 
to cross the morass and attack the enemy The com 
manders of the cavalry remonstrated that he w’as g'V 
ing up the advantages of his situation and that he 
should uTilt the attack at whoever crossed the morass 
must engage to great disadvantage He rent them an 
other message that they x ere a set of cowards that they 
ought to take example by’Njhara Sunder who although 
a Hindoo was bmv^l> pounng his balls Into the 

ranks of the cnemv whifn they talked of prudence and 
caution. These taunts prov’oked the commanders of 
the ca\alrv and they ordered their men to mount and 
to cross the lake. 

Itbeing then about three oclock In tho da> Shokut 
Jung having taken his Inebriating draught, retired to 
his tent, to amuse himself with tho songs of his women. 
After some time Intelligence u as brought to him that 
the cavalr> having waded through the mud were cn 
j,agcd with the enemy who had killed a number of them 
and were pre sing on the artillery At this time he was 

rnuch intoxicated ihit ho could not lit erect but 
as his presence was requisite to cncourngo the troops 
some of the officers placed him on bis elephant, with 
a servant to supjwrt him and causeo tho driver to 
advance towards the causeway where In a short timo 
a mU%(inct ball struck bhokut Jung In the forehead, 
and sent his soul to the other world On beholding this 
event, the route became general and every man 



SECT VI ] 


NUWAB SERAJE AD DOWLAIi. 581 


made the best of his way to Purneah. The troops of 
Seraje ad Dowlah, having had a long march that day, did 
not pursue but two days after, Raja Mohun Loll enter- 
ed Purneah, and took possession of all the wealth and 
property of Shokut Jung , which he despatched, with the 
women and children belonging to the deceased, or of 
his father Sayid Ahmed, to Moorshudabad He then 
regulated the countiy and, ^having placed his own son 
in charge of Purneah, he went to join his master, who 
had not proceeded furthe^than Rajemahel. Seraje 
ad Dowlah, however, assumed great merit from this 
conquest, and returned with^reat pomp and rejoicing to 
Moorshudabad, • 

It now becomes requisite to revert to the affairs of 
the English, 


It has been before stated, that Mr Drake, the 
governor of Calcutta, having, with part of the garrison 


Affairs of the 
English Com- 
pany, June, 1756 


effected his escape to the ships which 
were anchored at Govindpore, as 
soon as he found the fort was in 


possession of the enemy, proceeded down the river to 
Fulta, where he was joined by several vessejs coming 
from sea the Cbmpany's agents, likewise, from the 
subordinate factories at Dacca, Jugdea, and other places, 
having, on the first alarm, escaped from those situations, 
resorted to the fleet For some time, no provisions 
could be procured but as soon as the Nuwab’s army 
left Calcutta, the country people ventured to supply 
them The want of convenient shelter, and the fear of 
being surprised, obliged them all to sleep on board 
the vessels , which were so much crowded, that all lay 
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promisctiously on the decks withoat shelter from the 
heavy ram of the season and the lower part of 
Bcn^ between the arms of the Ganges, being perhaps 
one of the most unhealthy countries in the world a 
malignant fever shortly broke out amongst them from 
which none of the ships were cKcraptetk 

Mr Drak» having resolved to remain in that situa 
lion tni he should rccel\<, orders from Madras had 
early in July despatched Mr Mannlngham In a small 
vessel to the coast. Upen the arrival of that gentle 
man at Madras the gov^ment of Fort St. George 
which had just received ^itelligence of the breaking 
out of a war with France, avero overwhelmed with re 
gret and astonishment but, after some tfms spent in 
debate and consultation they at length in concert with 
Admiral Watson the commander in chief of his 
Majesty’s ships in India, resolved to make war on the 
Nuwab of Uengal and not only to compel hm to 
restore Calcutta and the other factories but to make him 
p*y lor the losses the Company bad sustained and 
all the cxpcoscj of the war 

As soon as this point was determined, a quick 
sailing sloop was despatched to Mr Drake to inform 
him of the intentions of the Madras government and 
to desire him to take such steps as he thought might 
conduce to the success of the enterprise. 

Notwithstanding all the cxuiions of Governor 
TM. f I u ^^igotaml Adraiial Watson, I was the 
under AJto. Wit month of October before the expedition 
** equipped U eonsUted o( 
three tme of battle ships, one of hft> 
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and one of twenty guns, with a fire ship, and 
three of the Company's vessels and two small- 
er transport. The land forces consisted of 900 European 
ioldiers, and 1500 Sepoys, under the command of the 
celebrated Colonel Clive. The Colonel carried letters, 
written by Salabut Jung, the Soubahdar of the Dekkan, 
Mohamed Aly, the Nuwab of Arcot, and Governor 
Figot, exhorting Seraje ad Dowlah to make reparation 
to the English for the injuries they had suffered from his 
unprovoked hostility. The ^tructions to Colonel Clive 
recommended the attack ofj|VIoorshudabad itself, if the 
Nuwab continued obstinattf , and the capture of the 
French settlement of Chan’tiernagore, if news of the 
war should arrive whilst the troops remained in 
Bengal. 

'Ihe fleet sailed from Madras the i6th of October , 
but as the north-west monsoon had by that time set in, 
they were obliged to cross the. Bay of Bengal, and to 
beat up agsinst it, along the western shore by this ad- 
verse circumstance, half the fleet was separated, and the 
remainder were six weeks in making the voyage, which 
at a favourable season is done in six or seven d^ys , and it 
was the 20th of December before they could reach Fulta, 
and even then with the absence of two of the vessels of 
most conseqence, VIZ. the Cumberland of seventy guns, on 
which was embarked 250 of the best soldiers , and the 
Marlborough, the Company’s ship, on which had been em- 
ba»-ked al] the field artillery. Upon the arrival of the ex- 
pedition at Fulta, Colonel Clive sent the letters he had 
brought from Madras to Manickchurid, the governor of 

Calcutta, accompanied by one from himself and the 
> 
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Admiral but the latter being- couched in threatenini, 
and indecorous terum the gouemor re used to /oriirard 
It 

On the 27th of December the whole fleet got under 
wci h and on the following day reached Myapiore, ten 
mUcs below Budgebudge. Colonel Cii/e having rcaolv 
ttd to attack that fort landed hu men dunng the night 
and tome hours before day, the 29th coramcnced hn 
march but the roads being excessively bad and the 
guide, having led them asfra> the sun bad been risen 
aboTC an hour before they ^ached the vicinity of the 
fort it therefore bccaino rVluuitc to allow the troops 
sometime to rest themsclvcN and as no suspicion uas 
entertained of there being any armed force except the 
garrison In that neighbourhood the usual precautioru of 
posting, pJcqucU and sentWee wen. not observed Jn a 
short Umc the men being much fatigued fell asleep 
In this Situation thc> were attacked by Minickchund 
governor of Calcutta with 1500 cavalr> and 2000 in 
fantry and If the former had done their dul) might 
have cut off the F ngluh to a man 

A scene of great confusion ensued but tho English 
having at length opened tbcir field pieces and directed 
them towards Manickchund who was rendered very 
canjpicuous by bem^ mounted on an clcplunt and 
one of the halls passing clj e to his head he was 
alarmed and gave the signal for a gciicral retreat. 
Abjul tins bale the Kent ofsiscC> four gum having 
anchored opposite the fort quickly siJcnccd the cannon 
thereof but the troops beln, much fatigued, it was 
determined to delay the assault till next mormni, ai 
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soon, however, as it was dark, the garrison abandoned 
the place , and in the night, one of the sailors, having 
got drunk, struggled to the ditch, wtiich he crossed, 
and climbed up theiampart , wheie finding no person, 
he called out, to the nearest English guard, that he had 
taken the fort, 

On the 30th of December the fleet took possession 
of the forts of Aly Ghur^and Tanna, without any 
opposition. 

In the mean time, Mamc^chund, and the governor 
of Calcutta and Hoogly, ha^ig been much alarmed by 
the engagement at Budg'/)udge, hastened to meet 
the Nuwab, leaving only a* garrison of 500 men m 
Calcutta 

On the 1st of January, Colonel Clive, with the 

, greatest part of the troops, landed, and 

tetake Fort 'ViUiam marched along the high road from 

and Calcutta, AJy Qhur to Calcutta , but the ships, 

iA D ^757 ~ ' 

having reached the fort some time 

before him, in two hours compelled the garrison 

to retreat it was then taken possession of by 

Captain Coote, with a detachment from the ships , 

and on the following day Mr. Drake was restored to 

his government. 

On the 4th of the month, a detachment, consisting 
of 1 50 Europeans and joo Sepoys, was embarked on 
board the twenty-gun ship, a sloop of war, and three 
other vessels, and proceeded to the attack of Hoogly 
Owing to the twenty-gun ship striking onja sand-bank, 
it was the loth before they reached • their destination. 
The troops were then landed , and the ships having in 
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a few boon made a breach, it wai stormed and the 
garrison conilatlng of 2000 men made a precipiUto 
retreat 

About this time intdUgence reached Calcutta, that 
war had been declared between France and Great 
Britain In the preceding month of May As there 
were 300 soldiers and a good train of field artlUcry in 
Chandemagore the GovAmor and Council of Calcutta 
were very apprehensive that the French would im 
mediately join the NuwabPwith whom it was thought 
the English force would n^tben bo able to contend 
In this persuasion they deWmined to open a negocia 
tion for peace accordinglj^Coloncl Clive vrrote a letter 
1 3 the bakers of Moorsbudabad, named beat, and to 
Omichund the Calcutta merchant requesting them to 
act as mediators 

It is probable that if these overtures had been made 
previous to the capture of Hoogly they would have 
been attended to but after that event, the Nuwab was 
so exasperated that bo voued vengeance against the 
Lnglisb and even his most favourite courtiers durat 
not mention to him the subject of peace whilst his 
secret enemies where anxious to sec him embroiled 
uith a foe, through whose assistance they might hope 
fir a revolution. 

The Nuwab tlicrefore, after thf usual delay of 
eastern courts commenced hb march with a numcroui 
arm) for Calcutta and on the 3otli of Jaouai^ rccros'^ 
cd the river about ten mites a^ve Hoogly 

in the mean time the English had not been 
nci.Iigcnt jn making preparations to oppose his pro 
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progress They withdrew their troops from Hoogly , 
and fortified a camp, with several outposts around it, 
a mile to the north of Calcutta, and half a mile from 
the bank of the river. There was, however, a space left 
unguarded of nearly two ^iles between the right flank 
of the camp and the salt-water lake through this 
opening the Nuwab passed with his army, and encamp- 
ed with his own troops within'ide of the Mahratta ditch, 
but the greater part of^his forces lay between the 
Mahratta ditch and the lake. I 

The proximity of so li^e a force determined 
Colonel Clive to make an af/ack upon the Nuwab’s 
camp at midnight. The troops destined for this enter- 
prise were 600 sailors armed with musquets , the Eu- 
ropean battalion, consisting of 650 rank and file , 100 
artillerymen with six field pieces, and 800 Sepoys , but 
.as there were neither horses nor bullocks with the 
army, the guns were dragged, and the ammunition 
carried, by lascars and sailors A little before dawn of 
day the English line entered the Nuwab’s camp and, 
commenced firing to the right and left , but a thick fog 
coming on, they lost the road, and wandered about the 
encampment for several hours, without effecting any 
thing of consequence, and returned to their own camp 
about noon. 

The Nuwab was, however, so much alarmed, that 
the day after he moved his camp several miles distant , 
and desired, Runjeet Roy, the agent of the Seats, who 
attended him on the expedition, to write to Colonel 
Clive that he was willing to enter into a negociation. 
In consequence of this communication, several messages 

39 



588 


HISTORY OF BKYCAI. 


[SECT \I 

were brought and earned by Ojjlchund and Runjeet 
Roy and on the pih of heburary a treaty was 
concluded * 

On the iith the Nuuab removed a few miles fur 
ther off and sent kkeloaU or oresscs of honour, to the 
Admiral and Colonel Chve and throu,,h his agents Oini 
chund and Kunject Koy proposed an alliance offensive 
and defensive against all c^bemies. This proposal was 
accepted without hesitation anj^the treaty was ratmed 
and sent bach the same c^ 

At the request of tile Jl^wab a party of twenty ar 
ulleiymen was sent to him'as an escort and Mr Watts 
was appointed to res de affnu court This business being 
settled the Nuwab proceeded towards Moorshudabad. 

It has been before stated that when Colonel Clue 
took charge of the c-tpcdluon he was instructed by the 
Madras government that should intelligence arrive 
whilst be was in llcngal of the actual comniencemcnt 
olbosiiUues between the trench and hnglish he should 
eudeavour to sate upon the trencli settlement of 
Chandernagore. The above intelligence did arrive while 
the tnglisli army were cmplo>cd in the capture ol 
Uuu„l) but so formidable was the French force at 
Chandernagore that Instead of atuckmg It the gover 
nor and Council of Calcutta were ver^ apprcllcnslve 
that the 1 rcncli would join the Nuvvab 

Hut as soon as peace was concluded between the 
Suwab and the Lngliib and the beat) of alliance 
olfcnsivc and defensive ratined the latter through their 
agent Omichund ashed hispcrimsslou to attack Chandcr 


h e aiiecUii, 
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nagore This application appears to have been quite 
unexpected by the Nuvvab, and very contrary tp his 
inclinations , but as he was afraid of another rupture 
with the English, he declined giving any orders on the 
subject Colonel Clive therefore determined to prose- 
cute the enterprise , and on the i8th of February cross- 
ed the river, a few miles above Calcutta, and encamped 
on the opposite shore. 

Previous to this overt act of hostility, the French 
had obtained intelligence of iColonel Clive’s designs , 
and immediately sent lette^ to the Nuwab, as he 
valued his own safety to prote/t their settlement. Their 
messengers overtook him at Aguadeep, a town forty 
miles south of Moorshudabad , where he halted, and im- 
mediately wrote a letter peremptorily commanding the 
English to desist from their intention ^ He also sent 
to the Fiench a present of 100,000 rupees, and directed 
Nuncomai, the governor of » Hoogly, to assist them. 
He also directed a reinforcement to be sent from his 
army to Hoogly All these circumstances he after- 
wards denied , and Colonel Clive, finding him so waver- 
ing in his disposition, after a considerable delay occa- 
sioned by objections and scruples on the part of Admi- 
ral Watson, gave orders for the attack of Chander- 
n ago re 

The principal difficulty in this undertaking was. to 
get the ships of war up the river , for the French had 
taken the pnicaution of sinking several vessels laden 
with bricks m the channel , but by the assistance ot a 
Moiiisieur Terranc, a deserter, who p^ointcd out the 
places w’here the vessels weie sunk, and tne extreme 
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precaution and skill of Captain Speke, the difficulty 
uaa overcome. 

On the 14th of March the English array entered 
the French territorj and commenced hostilities but the 
attack on the fort did not commence till the 22nd when 
the batteries having been completed and two of the 
ships destined for the attack vir. the Kent of 64 and 
the Tiger of 60 (for the Salisbury could not gam her 
station ) being ancliored opposite the fort, the contest 
began at sunrise by th<^re from the two batteries on 
the Und side, which ViTif^ortly followed by that from 
the ships. The cannonadcHvas \ cry fierce on both parts 
A- D i?57 ^ the garrison fought with great 

rtuodeioaijoTe braver) but at nine o clock the French 

hung out a flag of truce and at three 
(.handernagoroV'as taken. During the time that mes 
sages were passing concerning the terms of surrender 
a part of the garrison marched away to offer their 
:»ervlcci to the Nuwab. 

In order to account for Sernjo ad Dowlahs having 
thus abandoned the French to their fate it is requisite 
to state, that about this penod the Afghans of Cabu) 
under their king Abraed Shah Abdally again invaded 
Hindoostan and by the invitation of Aalumgccr the 
Secoed came to Dcb)> torcscuchlm out of the power 
of his seivants • and it was reported that Ab<lolly in 
tended to pa> the eastern provinces a visit and to call 
thegovernofs to account for the o 7 any )cars revenue 
they bad neglccitd to send to the imperial treasury 

• yf/AMJvj/JM, VoL lu Itei^n rf Aalurjfiter the Sccooil, 
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This circumstance was taken hold of by the 
^partisans of the English, and the other enemies of the 
Nuwab, to work upon his fears, and to prevent him 
from doing that which was so obviously his interest . 
for at this time, Meer Jafifier Khan, Roy Dullub the 
Dewan, the-Seats, and Gheseety Begum, were all so 
disgusted with Seraje ad Dowlah’s conduct, that they 
were anxious for an opportunity of deposing him 

The part of the garrison which had escaped from 
Chandernagore reached the Fijpnch factory at Cossim- 
bazar in safety, and were im^/ediately taken under the 
Nuwab’s protection. On thi^ Colonel Clive wrote to 
him, to demand not only they being delivered up, but 
also that the English should be allowed to take posses- 
sion of the French factory at Cossimbazar. So 
bold a demand provoked Seraje ad Dowlah to an 
excess of passion, and he threatened Mr. Watts with 
instant death , but soon recollecting the imprudence of 
this threat, which would doubtless bring on him the 
vengeance of the English, and being at the same time 
solicitous of preserving the French for future con- 
tingencies, he furnished Mr, Law, the chief of the 
Cossimbazar factory, with money, arms, and ammunition ; 
and ordered him to march, with all his men, as if pro- 
ceeding to Patna, but with a promise of recalling him, 
should his services be required 

Mr Law, who appears to have been well acquaint- 
ed withthe^ politics of Moorshudabad, told the Nuwab, 
that most of Ins chiefs were dissatisfied with him, that 
they were leaguing with the English against him, and 
that, on the departure of the French, the smothered 
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flame would burst forth and destroy him Scraje ad 
Dowlah felt the truth of hia observation but bad not 
resolution to detain him he however promised to 
^end for him should any thing occur but Mr 
Liw prophctuilly said 1 know we shall never meet 
jgaln." Accordingly this body of adventurers con 
slsting of 100 Europeans sixty Coromandel sepovs 
with thirty small carria^^ and four elephants passed 
through Moorshudabad on the l 6 tb of April 
and having crossed the river proceeded towards 
Bchar 

But this time the i^tual suspicions between the 
Nuwaband the English© were so much increased that 
( olonel Clive thought a rupture inevitable and there 
fore determined to send a detachment In pursuit of 
the French but before he bad time to carry his re 
solution into eflect, be received intelligence from Mr 
Watts that the conspirators had made overtures to 
him The pfcrsoo first employed in this negociation 
was named Yar Lutticf Khan an officer who com 
manded 2000 horse m the service of Scraje ad Dowlah 
but who received a monthly allowance from the Scats 
to defend them against any act of oppression even 
from the Nuwab. This overture seems to have been 
made merely to sound the disposition of the English 
but was soon after followed by a specific proposal from 
Mecr Jaflicr Khan. It stated that being In dally fear 
of his life, he was from self defence compelled to take 
measures for deposing the Nuwab that he was well 
supported by the Deivan Roy Dullub Gchscct) Begum 
the Scats and mar> principal tffleers of the armj ^ and 
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had no doubt of succe^ib', if the Kn^^libh would join 
him and that for '>uch aobistancc he would recom- 
pense them m the most ample manner, and grant them 
every pnvil'gc, with regard to tiadc, that they might 

deiiire 

'file Gov Of nor and Council of Calcutta considered 
the proposal m ide by Mcer J-ifficr as the most fortu- 
nate event wnich could happen , as, m the embarrassed 
and jjerplexed state of their affairs, it was impossible 
for tiicm to ni I’vc anv adv.inces of money on .account 
of the Company's mercantil^onceni, or to re-establish 
their subordinate faetonc'# they therefore directed 
Mr, Watts to carry on the megocnition, with the assist- 
ance of Oiniciuincl the merchant , on whose fidelity, as 
he had a large properly in houses m Calcutta, they 
thought tliey might depend. 

In tlie mean time, Sjr.ije ail Di>wlah received intel- 
ligence, from his spies*, that *the ICnglish were making 
military preparations , and suspecting that they intend- 
ed to march towards Moorshudabacl, he ordered the 
division of his army whicli was encamped near Plassey 
to be reinforced , and believing that the English ships 
of war might proceed up the eastern branch of the 
Ganges, to the northern point of the Cossimbazar island, 
and come down the Bhagarutty to Moorshudabad, he 
commanded immense piles to be driven in the river at 
Sooty, by which the passage of that river has been ren- 
dered merely navigable by boats, and that only during 
half the year He also commanded Mr Law to halt, 
with the French detachment, at Bhaugulpore, and di- 
rected his Aumils to supply them with every thing they 
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required. He further endeavoured to ingratiato himself 
again with Meer Jafficr and other officers and they in 
order to co\*er their designs frequented hb court as 
formerly and flattered him by their attention 

After a great deal of intngue and much personal 
nak to Mr Watts the Resident at the Nuvvabscourt 
the anneved treaty written in Persian was signed and 
sworn to by Meer Jaffier Ithan * 

On the loth of Jane, the treaty was brought to Cal 
cutta and by some inadvertency the arcumstance 
became known. Coloncl^Hve therefore found it re 
qulsite cither to tdinqu{sh\he confederacy and aban 
don the conspirators to toeir fate, or to commence 
hostilities without delay On the isUi the troops 
Vihi b were at Calcutta with 156 sailors from the 
s>quadfon proceeded and joined that j>art of the army 
which was quartered at Chandemagore. All these ne 
cesjary preparations haWng*hccn previously made, the 
whole array marched from Chandernagore on the fol 
lou'ing daj leaving a hundred sailors to garrison that 
place. The Europeans and artillery proceeded by 
water on board of tw'o hundred large boats , and the 
sepoys marched b> road which ran near the river side. 
Upon the boats approaching Hoogly the governor 
j refused to let them pass , but the 

^ 20 gun ship coming up, and anchoring 

before the lort together vvltb a threatening letter sent 
to him by Colonel Cilve induced to forego his inten 
tion and the fleet passed on 


• See \ppeiuiix. 
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As soon as the army had passed Hoogly, the Colo- 
nel sent away two of the Nuwab’s messengers, who 
were in his camp, with a letter , accusing his highness 
of not having fulfilled the treaty of February , and of 
having invited and given encouragement to the French, 
and oppressed and insulted ihe English. He conclud- 
ed by saying, he was on his way to Moorshudabad, to , 
demand justice. ^ 

Previous to the delivery ^ this letter, the Nuwab 
had received some confused intelligence of the intri- 
gues of Meer Jaffier, and resv^ved to seize him for this 
purpose, he ordered a party Sf troops to surround his 
house, and many messages of threats and defiance pass- 
ed between them As soon, however, as the Nuwab 
was informed of the march of the English troops, and 
the desertion of Mr Watts, he was overwhelmed with 
astonishment and dismay but hoping still to be able 
to detach Meer Jaffier from his confederacy with the 
English, he revoked the orders he had given for attack- 
ing him, ,and employed several officers to bring about 
a reconciliation between them. But Meer Jaffier con- 
tinuing long untractable, and refusing to visit the 
Nuwab, the latter got into his palanquin, and, attended 
“ by a small retinue, proceeded to Meer Jaffier’s house. 
This visit produced an arrangement, sanctified, as 
usual, by mutual oaths on the Koran. Jaffier promised 
neither to \om nor give assistance to the English in the 
impending contest, and the Nuwab agreed to permit 
him, as soon as peace ' should be restored, to depart 
with his family and wealth, wherever he chose to go. 


59^ history of BENGAL, [SECT VL 

The Na^b the day following this interview order 
cd hJs whole army In which was Included the troops 
of Mcer Jafhcr to assemble with the utmost diligence 
In the vianity of Plassey and sent orders to Mr Law 
who was waiting with bis party at Bhaugulpore to come 
to his assistance with the utmost expedition 

The English array arrived and halted on the i6th at 
Puttolee, a village where tfe high road to Moorshuda 
bad on the south side of the rlv'er terminates but as 
It was then the rainy a/ason and the greater part of 
the army proceeded byxmtcr It was still requisite to 
keep by the river side aniJ^o pass the fort of Cutwa, 
famous for the defeat of^the Mahrattas by Aly Verdy 
Khan The gosemor of this place was In the Interest 
of Mcer Jaffier and had promised to surrender it after 
a pretended resistance Major Coote was therefore sent 
for\s'ard on the i;tb with two hundred Europeans 500 
sepoys, one dcM piece, and^ small mortar to summon 
the fort but on the Major's arrival at Cutwa he found 
the governor had changed his mind It therefore be 
came necessary to attack it and orders were according 
)y given but os soon as the garrison saiv the troops 
advancing they set fire to the mat building m tho fort, 
and absconded The main body of the English army 
arrived In the evening at Cutwa and encamped on tho 
plain but on that night tho rains set In with such vio 
Icncc that the troops were obliged to Ukc shelter In the 
town and adjacent vdliages. 

Colonel CIlvc bad despatched a letter every day 
from his leaving Cbandcrnagore, to Mcer Jaffier but 
had only received an answer to one of them It was 
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dated the i6th ; and in this Meer Jaffier acknowledged 
his seeming reconciliation with the Nuwab, but said he 
would still carry into execution his covenant with the 
English The coldness of this letter, at so important 
a time, caused suspicions in the mind of the Colonel 
that treachery was intended he therefore determined 
not to cross the river until his doubts should be removed. 
The two next days were^pent in a state of suspense , 
but on the 19th a messenger arrived with two letters 
from Meer Jafher , one of them addressed to his agent, 
Ameer Beg, the other to tl^Colonel the contents were 
similar, VIZ that the Nuwa^ army would march from 
Moorshudabad on that da)^ and that his post would be 
on one flank of the army, whence he 'would 
send more explicit intelligence. This com 
munication, although it abated Colonel Clive’s 
suspicions of treachery, did not point out any mode by 
which their plans were^ to be effected , nor did it 
give him a high opinion of Meer Jaffier’s resolution or 
energy. He therefore determined to consult his officers, 
the number of whom were twenty , and having assembled 
them, he proposed to their consideration, whether the 
army should immediately cross the river, _and at all 
risks attack the Nuwab, or whether, availing themselves 
of the great quantity of rice they had taken in Cutwa, 
they-should remain there during the rainy season, and 
invite the Mahrattas to enter the province and join 
them. 

After much debate, the majority of the officers decid- 
ed for the latter plan, there being^ only seven who 
voted for the immediate attack. 
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The sanction of the council of war did not, however 
alleviate the anxiety of the Colonel for as soon as it 
broke up he retired alone to an adjoining grove^ where 
he remained nearly an hour in deep meditation , which 
convinced him of the absurdity of stopping where he 
was and acting now entirely from the dictates of his 
own mind be gave orders that the army should cross 
the nv*er next morning ( 

The sick were lodged in the fort of Cutwa and at 
sunrise on the 32nd the ai^y began to cross, and all 
were landed on the oppose side by four in the after 
noon at which time anoth& messenger arrived from 
Meer Jalher to Inform the Colonel that the hfawab bad 
halted at Muncara a village only six miles south of Cos 
simbazar and intended to entrench bis camp and wait 
the event at that place where Meer Jaffier proposed 
that the Cnghsh by taking a circuitous route and get 
ting in his rear should attack him by surprise. 

Colonel Clive Immediately sent back the messenger 
with an answer that he would march to Plassey With 
out delay and the next morning w^uld advance to 
Daoodporc where, if Meer Jafiicr did not meet him he 
should make peace with the Nuwab 

At sunset the troops got under arms and, after a 
fatiguing marcii arrived at one o clock in the morning, 
at ria$jc> and immediately took possession of a 
mango-grove eight hundred yards in length and three 
hundred in breadth which was surrounded by a slight 
bank and ditch but to their great surprise they found 
by the frequent sound of drums and trumpets that 
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they were at a very little distance from the enemy’s 
camp. 

It appears that the Nuwab had changed his deter- 
mination of entrenching his camp at Muncara, and 
had arrived in the vicinity of Plassey the preceding 
evening. After giving his orders for the security of 
his camp, he dismissed the officers, and sat ruminating 
in his tent on the events tl%.t were likely to ensue It 
chanced that his attendants quitted him, one after ano- 
ther, to say their evening payers , when a thief entered 
the tent unperceived, till hi^ad nearly approached the 
Nuwab, who, starting up f^m his reverie, called out to 
his attendants , and, on thair coming, abused them for 
their negligence, and asked them if they considered him 
as already dead ? 

As soon as it was day, both armies drew out in line 
of battle. The English force consited of 800 European 
infantry, 100 artillerymen* and fifty sailors attached 
to the guns, which consisted only of eight six-pounders, 
and two howitzers there were also 100 Topasses, or 
Indian Portuguese, and 2,100 sepoys. The Nuwab’s 
army consisted of 18,000 well-mounted and armed 
horse, 50,000 infantry armed with various weapons, as 
matchlocks, bows, rockets, spears, and swords, and 
fifty pieces of cannon, chiefly twenty-four and 
thirty-two pounders. He had also forty Frenchmen 
with four pieces of light artillery. 

The engagement commenced by a distant cannonade, 
without much advantage on either side , but about 
noon a very heavy shower of rain came on, which 
damaged the Nuwab’s powder, and caused the enemy’s 
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fire slacken whilst that of the English continued with 
out inlcrnipUon and although few of the shot struck, 
the cannon against which they were directed they had 
made considerable impression on the troops which were 
drawn up in the rear of the artillery 

During all this time no message or intelligence 
arrived from Meer Jaffier and the Colonel began to be 
suspicious of his intention *he therefore sent for Ameer 
lleg and questioned him on the subject The agent 
replied that the troops wh(!^^gaged the English were 
tho e under \fcer Mudden Raja Mohun Loll and 
as soon as th^y should be delated he was certain bis 
master would join the Colofiel 

TbeNuwabbad remained m bis tent, out of the 
reach of danger continually flattered by bis atten 
danta with ossurancej of victory but soon after twelve 
o clock a cannon ball struck Meer Mudden who was 
trul> a brave man and faithful servant He was imme 
diately earned to the Nuwab and having uttered a 
few words expressive of his own loyalty and the want 
of it in others died m his presence. This affecting 
bi^ht quite overcame the courage of Scrajo ad Dowlab 
he was involved in dispair and knew not what to da 
He at length sent for Meer JaiTicr and placing his 
turban at his feet said I now truly repent of mj be 
“ haviour tOiffards jQu and call upon you vnthoname 
“ of > our respected broiber in law and my grandfather 
“the laic Nuwab Aly Verdy Khan to forgive what has 
“ pis cd I now regard you as his rcprcscntauvc and 
“Conjure >ou out of respect to his memory and os a 
“descenUan of the prophet to protect my life and ray 
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“honour.” Meer Jaffier promised he would do so , 
but advised, as much of the day was spent, and the 
troops had been long under arms, that they should be 
recalled to camp, and that in the morning he would re- 
pulse the enemy. TheNuwab expressed his fears that 
the English would attack him during ■ the night; but 
Jaffier assuring him that he would guard against that 
event, he sent orders to his JL>%wan, Raja Mohun Loll, 
to return to the camp. The Raja returned a polite but 
determined refusal, saying, th^ if he should retire, alarm 
would thereby be spread artlfmg the troops, who would 
probably take to flight, and t/row the whole army into 
confusion. Meer Jaffier, however, insisted on the retreat, 
and Mohun Loll, reluctantly returned to the camp 
about two o’clock m the' day. 

As soon as Meer Jaffier returned fo his own tent, he 
wrote a ’cc^er to Coloiiel Cii\e, informing h m of what 
had passed , and adv.s.ng t3m eiiher ^to push toivvard 
immediately, or to atcack the camp at night but the 
messenger, feaung to proceed while the firing conti- 
. nued, Old not deliver the letter. 

The ponderous cannon of the Nuvab, which during 
the engagement had been advanced a considerable 
distance in 1 ont of the camp, were mounted on plat- 
forms of a veiy laige size placed on wheels, and 
not only con \ ej. ed all the ammunition, but afforded 
space for the men to woik the gun each of these re- 
quired loity or fi^cy yoke of o'cen to move them 
great therefore was the confusion when they commenc- 
ed their return to camp, exposed to, the unremitting 
fire of the field-pieces of the English , who, taking ad- 
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vantage of the circumstance adv-anced tovrards the 
entrenchment of the camp but were some time 
in check by the four light guns managed by Sinfray 
and the other Frenchmen and by «hovr*ers of match 
lock balls from the cntrcnchmcnL About the same 
time, the troops of Mecr Jafficr approached towards 
the nght flank of the Englub with an Intention of 
joining them but tbefr ifgnals not being understood 
they uere fired at, and compelled to keep aloof At 
length Colonel Clive bcflng convinced that they were 
friends ordered his troopsv> push on to the camp 
and at five oclock enter^ the enlrcnclimcnts which 
he found abandoned andt the cnem> fljing on all 
sides. 

The Muwabs troops, as Raja Mohun Loll had prt 
dieted on seeing their artillery returning to the camp 
concluded that a general retreat was ordered they 
thcrc/orc began to quit thofieid m large bodies and 
Scraje ad Dowlab observing this desertion and much 
alarmed by the approach of the English mounted a 
camel and accompanied by 2000 horse, retreated 
towards Moorsbudabad He arrived at his palace 
early next morning where although he besought those 
v"ho had accompanied him from the camp to remain 
till be couid prepare for hij escape and fi't upon some 
place of refuge he coulj net prevail on them (o stay 
writh him Fortune had turned her back and mankind 
abandoned him. He remained at Munsoorgungc till 
midnight when taking with hira his jewels and a 
Urge sum of money upon elephants accompanied by 
hu wife Looft at >»is 5 a and one or two other women 
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in covered carriages, he hastened to Bogwangola ; where 
he embarked upon some of his own boats which were 
:Dtationed there, and proceeded up the river, in hopes * 
of meeting Mr. Law with the French detachment whom 
lie had ordered to join him, or of effecting his escape 
to Purneah , but on his arrival opposite to Rajemahel, 
he and his women being oppressed with hunger, they 
stopped at the cell of ^ Mohammedan derveish, 
named Dana Shah, and requested him to procure them 
some food. To this man f^sraje ad Ddwlah, in the 
days of his prosperity, had.imfered an affront, the re- 
membrance of which still 'Rankled m his mind he, 
however, received them coiyteously, and set about pre- 
paring some hccheery for them , but privately despatch- 
ed one of hi3 servants across the river, to Meer Cossim, 
the brother of Meer Jaffier Khan, who commanded 
the troops at Rajemahel , and who, upon the receipt of 
the intelligjence, immediately proceed- 
b^zed ed to the cell of the derveish, and seized 

upon the Unfortunate fugitive. They 
first conveyed him to Rajemahel, and then proceeded 
with him to Jaffier Khan’s house in Moorshudabad, 
where he arrived on the 15th of Showal 1170. Meer 
Jaffier being then absent at Munsoorgunge, he was - 
delivered to Meerun, the son of Jaffier, a young man of 
a very worthless character, who immediately offered a 
sum of money to any of his attendants who would go 
and put an end to Seraje ad Dowlah For some time 
they all 'refused, but at length a wretch, named 
Mohammed Beg, who from his infancy had been nouri- 
shed by the favour of Aly Verdy Khan’s family, offered 
to execute the horrid deed. 


40 
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At the time they seixed Seraje ad Dowlah, and 
while they were conveying him to Moorahudabad, 
he requested the officer commanding the guard to 
make it known, that if they would spare his life 
he would wilUngly redre to any part of the provinco 
upon a small pension. When therefore the assassin 
entered hU apartment, he said *'art 
Nawab*^'^* ‘'thou ^omo to kiU me? What 1 
they not let me live In obscurity ? ” ho added 
no, no It cannot be I \ must die, to atone for the 
^ murder of Hussein Cc^y Khan. • Time was not 
(,ivea him to say more. )^fter the assassin had Infficted 
smtral wounds, he sunk^ to the ground, and said 
enough enough I Hussan Cooly thou art revenged I 
Immediately after which be yielded up his soul to 
bis Maker t Thus perished Seraje ad Dowlah in 
the 20th year of his age and the 5th month of his 
government Ho was romarkabJe for the beauty of 
his person , and perhaps owed bis misfortunes to 
a neglected education and the doatlng fondness of 
hss grandfather 

We must now leave this melancholy scene, and 
return to the successful party As soon as the 
English array entered the Nuwabs 
camp they were met by the 
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t TbJS I* perhaps, a foiilaiy uuuace of a Mure of Hiodooi 
ua expmJDg a coMoocjoeis of guilt 00 hl« death bed. Ueiog 
■biolcuc predeiuaarion*, they lay the fault to fata and. after 
a life ipent to erefyspedc* ofauodty pail their last mootenu 
lo irao^aiUity 
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messenger whom Meer Jaflier had despatched soon 
after noon. A second letter was shortly delivered 
to Colonel Chvc from him, apologizme for not 
having sooner joined him , but that he was now 
ready to wait on him, if agreeable. The Colonel 
fearing to halt m the camp, where the troops would 
certainly be tempted to separate, in search oi the 
rich plunder which was pattered all around them, 
aiKl be liable to be thus cut off by the enemy, 
informed I\Ieer Jaffier’s iTiiSseDger, that he meant 
to proceed that night to Firfoudpore, about six miles 
further, where he should be^iappy to see his master of 
the morning ' # 

The English troops having been told that they 
should be rewarded with a handsome donation 
of money, in lieu of the plunder of the camp, 
received the order to march on with loud acclama- 
tions, leaving an immehse property to be taken 
possession of by Meer Jafiier’s forces , and at eight 
o’clock the whole army arrived at Daoodpore. This 
important victory was gained with very little loss , 
the number of Europeans killed and wounded were 
only twenty , and of the Sepoys and Lascars, 
fifty-two , many of whom were very slightly 
injured. 

On the morning of the 24th of June, Colonel 
Clive sent Mr Scrafton, and Ameer Beg to Meer 
Jaffier, w.ho had encamped about a mile from Daood- 
pore, to say he should be happy then to see him, 
Meer Jaffier received the deputies with much reserve, 
and an air of anxiety , as if he apprehended that 
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the English would reseat hu conduct in not having 
joined and having allowed them to bear all the brunt 
of the battle without any assistance or encourage 
mcnL He, howevw accomi>anied them to the English 
camp attended by bis son Meerun and his usual 
retinue. On approaching the Colonel s tent he 
alighted from hu elephant and the guard drew 
>ut and saluted him 1 ^ the usual manner Not 
knowing the meaning of compliment, he started 
back fearing It was ( plot to assassinate him 
Colonel Clive, however, ^vanced immediately arid 
uking him In his arat^salutcd him as Nuvvab of 
the three provinces whiah removed his fears They 
conferred about an hour during which the Colonel 
advised him to proceed Immediately to Moorshudabad 
to endeavour to secure Seraje ad Dowlah and to 
prevent the ticasury being plundered Mcer JufRer 
returned to his camp <and immediately marched 
towards the at) He arrived in the evening but did 
not take any measures to provent the departure of 
Serajc ad Dowlah who left hu palace as has been 
before related ibc hours aAcr the arrival of Mcer 
Jaflicr 

The English troops made a short march on the 
evening of the 24th and on the following day 
about noonj arrived at MowJaporc In the vicinity of 
Moorshudabad. 

As soon as the army was encamped Colonel 
nive ent Mr WatU and Mr Walsh attended by 
a nmiurca repovs to pay Mcer JafBer a visit of 
ecTcmon) Thu vbit confirmed the hopes of all 
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the partisans of Meer Jaffier, and clearly pointed 
out to the inhabitants of the city whom they were 
to consider as their future master. 


Some difficulties having occurred respecting the 
payment of the compensation due to the English, 
which amounted to £ 2 , 750,000 sterling, Colonel Clive 
did not enter the city till yhe morning of the 29th , 
• when, escorted by a guard of 200 

Europeans, and 300 sepoys, he took 
possession of the palace ar/o garden of Moraud Baug, 
which had been allotted fo/ his residence. 


Here he was immediately waited upon by Meerun, 
the son of Jaffier, whom he shortly after accompanied 
to the palace at Munsoorgunge , and,. upon entering the 
hall of audience, he there found Meer Jaffier, with a 
number of officers and Jhe principal inhabitants 
of the city, expecting his arrival. 


At one end of the hall was placed the musnud of 

The English raise ^eraje ad Dowlah which Meer Jaffier 
Meer Jaffier to the appearing to avoid. Colonel Clive took 
musnud, June 29 hand, and, leading him to 

it, seated him thereon. He then presented him with a 
salver of gold mohurs, and congratulated him on his 
accession to the musnud of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa. 
This example was immediately followed by all the 
persons present , and the event was announced to the 
public by the discharge of cannon and the sounds of 
martial music. ’ - j 


From* this period, the power and influence of the 
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tngluh became paramoont in Bengal • and were we 
further to continue this History it would be requisite 
to commence a new section under the title of T’Ac 
Nattvi GovirT»rs uttdtr thi English Dfiuist]i 

A very few months afler Meer JaSer’s acceujon, bs was 
aide turned byooeof the vnti of tbo coorl ‘'Colonel Clives 
it$ "and retained the title tiU^u death 

Id jiuucQ to the memory of volooel CUve I thmlc it reqaisita 
to tute, that noae of the native Historians impote any partia p.v 
tioo ID the death of Seraje ad I^wlah, to him. U gererally 
bclieied, (hat the capture of Nuwab was Lept a secret from 
the Colonel till aAer he ba^su^cmC 

c 




LIST OF THE NUWABS OF BENGAL, 


SINCE THE YEAR 1757. 


I 

» 

Oct, 1760.— COSSIM ALY KHAN succeeded as 

Deputy to Jaffier, who retired 

upon an ample /snsion. 

» 

July 1763. — MEER JAFFIER was again appointed, 
in the room of CossiM Aly Khan expelled 

Jan, 1765. — NEZIM AD *DOWLAH, eldest son of 
Meer Jaffier^ succeeded on the death of 
his father. 

^ This year the East India Company 
received, from the Emperor Shah Aalum 
( King of the world ), the appointment of 
Dewan of the three provinces. 

May 1766. — SIEF AD DOWLAH (to whom -^a 
pension was granted, and the business of 
Nazira managed by Deputy ) succeeded 
his brother, Nezin ad Dowlah, who died 
* of the small-pox. 
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Mar 1770.— MUBARIC AD DOWLAH, on the 
same tcnns, sacceedcd hia brother, Sief 
AD Dowlah who died of an epidemic 
disease.* 

Sepu 1793 — NAZIR AL MOOLK succeeded his 
father Mubaric ad Dowlah. 

April i8ia— ZYN ADDEEN ALY KHAN 

(the present Nuvab) succeeded Nazir 
AL Mooia. receives a pension from 
the English, butV^s nothing to do with 
the government. ^ 

• The Office of Depaty Nadni wai aaQolted to 1790 and 
Cnum 0/ Jiouce, nth EogLuh /adges, appomted to every 
dlStXKt 
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It may be necessary to premise, that the following 
documents are copied verbatim from the ancient 
records , and that the transitions were made by 
Arm&nians, or other Foreigners, as none of the Company’s 
Servants at that time understo^ Persian. 

It appears extraordinary,#that as the East India 
Company were then supplied with writers from 
Christ’s Church Hospital, they did not select a 
few of them to learn the Oriental Languages. It would 
have saved much money, and prevented many 
quarrels 


# 

Appendix No. I. (referred to in p. 275.) 

Extract of a Letter from William Methwold^ &c dated 
Suraty 21 February^ 1633, to the Company, 

The 2 nd present, we received from Agra the 
King’s Firmand, which gives liberty of trade unto us 
in his whole Country of Bengala , but restrains our 
shipping only unto the port of Piply , which Firmand 
was. sent unto us by a servant of our 6wn, which was 
dispeeded -unto Agra. 
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[No. 939.] 

[N a Tbo Finnin not being procurable Mr Bruce 
obligingly favoured me with the above Letter in 
which Jt 13 mentioned. — C S 

The reference at the bottom of page 275 should 
have been February 1633 4-] 


Appendix No. If preferred to In p. 288) 

Transtati of Sultan Skauf^ Shujats Ntshaun LetUrs 
Patent to tkeEngltth tn Bengala. A. D, 1656, A. II 1066. 

The Neshaan or Letters Patent of the most magni 
deent frince Sultan Shujab« given the sixth month 
in the year of Hegira^ ode thousand sixty six In the 
year of the Emperor Shah ^Jehaun his glorious reign. 

Be It known to all Great Governors Chancellors 
Fanners of the King's Rents Colonels, Captains, Kent 
Gatherers, Fanners ol Custoors Watchmen, Ferrymen 
and other Petty officers, that now are In place, and here 
after shall be, In the Kingdoms of Bengala and Orixa 
that this days Thomas BtlUdge, an Englishman humbly 
presented his suit before our splendid throne, aqualnt 
Ing us that the Englub Company 5 goods, according 
to the Great Emperor's Letters Patent, which arc un 
alterable, arc, by His free grant therein specified cus 
tom free all over his great Empire humbly desiring 
us that there may a privilege be granted them by us 
to trade custom free In these parts , as also complaining 
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that at present their trade with Country Merchants, 
our subjects, as much hindered by our Governors o 
ports, towns, &c demanding the English goods at 
their own rates, and forbidding any merchants to buy 
or sell with them, unless they condescend to their ac- 
tions , and that the officers in the port, town, &c demand 
four in the hundred custom on all goods imported and 
exported, as also anchorage iS the roads belonging to 
these kindoms of Bengala and Orixa 

Upon due consideration l^d of alj which, we were 
pleased to grant, and rfyeby command you, that, 
according to the above-ment«ned Letters Patent of the 
Great Emperor, whose word/no man dare presume to 
reverse, the factory of the English Company- be no 
more troubled with demands of custom for goods im- 
ported or exported either by land or by water, nor 
that their goods be opeped and forced from them at 
under rates in any places of*government by which they 
shall pass or repass up anij down the country , but 
that they buy and sell freely, and without impediment, 
neither let any molestation be given them about an- 
chorage, as formerly 'has been , also, wherever they 
have order to build factories or warehouses in any part 
of these Kingdoms, that they be not hindered, but 
forwarded , as also where there shall any just and due 
debts be coming to them from our subjects, that all per- 
sons irr office be helpful to them in their recovery, 
giving protection to no weavers, merchants, or any 
other that shall appear to be really indebted to them. 
In all the aforesaid matters, especial i^egard is to be had 
that you carry yourselves strictly in obedience to the 
Great Emperor’s Letters Patent, and this my Neshan 
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now given tho English Company having aji especial carfl 
that you fall not a little m your full compliance with 
our commands therm contained 

Diary iupt by Strc/itskaM. MiisUr pp, 5 + 6 , J47 No. raa ] 

AppevuIx No. Ill (referred to in p ^0) 

TranilaU of N<ibob S&usttth Caum Lord of tht 
NobUtfUn his confiriruition of the Enslish pnvUtges tn 
tht Kingdom of BtHsaia. a\JI 1083. June, A. D 1672 
The Phyrwana, or Orier of Shasta Ckauns the 
I^rdof N’obicraen dated ^his third day of the 3rd 
month in the 15th year of the glonous reign of Aurung 
aeeb Emperor of the World— 

To all Great Officers Chancellors, Fanners of the 
King’s Customs Farmers of the King’s R-nt, Colonels 
Captains Rent Gatherers. Custom Gttberers Watch 
men and all Under Oiiicers now in being and that 
shall be, in these Kingdomf of Bcngala and Orixa 
Declaretii that Walter CUvcll the English Captain 
this day presented his suit before me averring accord 
ing to tho Letters Patent of the mighty Emperor 
(bnah Jehan) and Pnnee Sultan Shah Sujah, as also 
by the Pbyrwana, or Order of Mcer Jurabla the 
Cawne of Cawnes d ec eased the customs of all goods 
exported and Imported bouglit or sold belonging to 
the English Company to be released 

Whereupon J also give my confirmation of the 
same and order that according to the said Letters 
Patent &C. >ougbvcrn yourselves and whatsoever 
goods the said Company shall import from Bullajore, 
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or any other place near the sea-side, up to Hugly, 
Cossimbazar, Patana, or any other place in these two 
kingdoms , as also what saltpetre, or any other goods 
they shall export from Patana, or any other place, to 
Ballasore, or any other port to the sea , that you let 
them pass custom free, without dny let, impediment, 
or demands whatsoever And wherever they ha\e 
factories or warehouses, tiS^t you help their factors in 
getting in their due debts from any weavers, merchants 
&c that really appear to l^ indebted to them, with- 
out giving protection to ?g\y such person so indebted 
whereby they may any '^ways be wronged And 
whatsoever boats, &c wjti^her their own or freighted, 
l6t them not be stopped on any jiretence whatsoever, 
but suffered to pass without molestation. And not- 
withstanding I have lately, by reason of a great 
outrage committed by the Dutch, absolutely forbidden 
them any trade in th*se kingdoms aforesaid, so 
that Governors and other| Officers have took occasion 
to stop and hinder the English trade, which I have 
not interdicted, with that of the Dutch, which I 
have strictly forbidden, I do declare that the English 
never committed any offence of so high a nature 
that their trade should be hindered , and therefore 
I resolve and order, as before^ that, according to the 
above-mentioned Order, and as their trade has for 
so many years quietly and without impediment gone 
on in these kingdoms aforesaid, that it now also be 
not hindered, but that whatever their factors and 
other servants shall buy or sell a§ aforesaid be no 
ways letted or impeded. And that I may hear no 
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more complaints from the English In this matter 
sec that this ray Oilier be stifctly observed 

[/i Di^ if Slrtyiuham MasUr 1675,167^^0- no, 
pp 348-49-1 

Applndix No. IV (referred to In p, 343d 
Being the NtsAam of Sultan Mohammed Asim, 
IS nearly a copy of^thc above, ihercfore not 
tnserted. 

ArrKNDtx No. V^eferred to In p 349) 

Cop_/ of the Stft/erarX/iurunfzeh/s FinnauH A. D 
itiia A, II 1091 <- 

the oama oS Cod, Aidco. 

To all present and future Rnlers in Surat that 
remain la hopes of the Eioperora favour 

BE it known that at this happy birth 0/ time 
it U agreed o! the English Nation besides their 
usual custom of 3 per cent for their goods more 
j ^ jezia or poll moooy'’ shall be taken. 

Wherefore it Is commanded That in the said 
place, from tbe first day of ShuvaaJ In the 23rd 
year of our reign of tbe said people 3 and a half 
rupees per cent, of all their goods on account of 
custom and pod money bo taken for the future 
And at ail other places, upon this account let 10 
one binder or molest them for custom, rawdarree 
peasheus, phirmalsh and other matters by the 
Emperor's Court forbidden, nor to make an} demands 
in these particulars observe. Wnltcn on the 23rd 
day of the month bulTcr fn inc >car twenty three. 
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[ N. B. The obscure part of this paper, and which 
i'ave rise to the disputes, commences with “ And at 
all other. ” — C. S, 


Appendix No. VI. (referred to in p. 367) 

Co/iy of the Pntrmautui given by the Mogul AurutHisebe to 
Nabob Eorahim Caun for Bengal^ ^tied the ^^rd of Apftl, 1690, and 
in tge Zbi’dyear of the Ktnfs retgn A H. lioi. 

You must understand, Jhat it has been the good 
fortune of the English X.e repent them of their 
irregular past proceedings ,/and their not being in 
their former greatness, have, by their vackeels, 
petitioned for their lives, and a pardon for then- 
faults, which, out of my extraordinary favour towards 
them, have accordingly granted Therefore, upon 
receipt hereof, my Fhirmaund, you must not create 
them any further trouble,* but let them trade freely 
in your Government as formerly And this order I 
expect you see strictly observed. 

[No. 274, page 122. ] 


Appendix No. VII. (referred to in p, .368) 

Copy of a Phirmaun of the Emperor Aurungsebe, dated^ the. 
syd of the month Jummaudee Auvull., tn the ^yd year of the 
most glorious rei^n, A. H. iioi. Sent from Surat 1690 

All the English having made a mos,t humble, sub- 
missive Petition, that the ill crimes they have done may 
be pardoned, and requested a noble Phirmaun, to make 
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thdr being forgiven manifest, and sent their vacquecl, 
to the hcavmly palace, the most Illustrious In the world 
to get the royal favour and EtUmatt Caun the gover 
nor of Surat s Petition to the famous court equal to the 
sl:y being anived that they would present the Great 
King with a fine of i^ofloo rupees to bis noble treasury 
resembhng the sun and would restore the merchants' 
goods they took away to/he owners of them and would 
walk by the ancient customs of the port and behave 
themselves for the future no more In such a shameful 
manner Therefore His v/ajesty according to his dally 
favours to all the people \f the world hath pardoned 
their faults, mcr^uUy f rgivnng them and out of his 
pnncely condescerulons agrees, that the present be put 
Into the treasury of the port the goods of the mer 
chants returned the town flourishing and they follow 
their trade as In former times and Mr Child who did 
the disgrace, be turned ouf and expelled. This order 
Is irreversible. 

[ Na ay-Jpp- 3S 39 ] 


Appendix Na VIII (referred to in p g63 ) 

Trmfulait of tkt hoM Fhmiim Ct^wnajui Ktn^s Lki-ons 
P<r8r4w,/tfra< Sn^hik tknr on2j^ Fufffs 

jtiirlj for tkttr Tradt a. U 1002 3, a. U. 1691 2. 

To all Muljuddle. Canowries jaggerdars Gomaj 
c Jimroedarj, Conongecs belonging to 

t e Sub:^bipo( Bengal now in ier\Ice or that shall 
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Be it known, that, before this, an ample Husbull- 
hookura for the pardoning all the faults of the English 
has arrived to me from the King, under the seal of Lut- 
fullah Cawne ; since that, another Husbullhookum, under ^ 
the seal of Assud Cawne, arrived from the King 
to Kafait Cawne, his Duan, the copy of which is arrived 
in my secretary's office frorn said Kafait Cawne, which 
is, viz. That he should, acc(§-ding to ancient custom, 
take rupees 3000, “as a pishcash of the English Jn lieu 
of custom, yearly ; and not dj^and, or ask, on any ac- 
count whatever, more tharl^ that . the copy of which 
Husbullhookum is write on me back side of this Per- 
wanna. For this reason I w?ite you. That, from the 
beginning of the 34th year of Jeloose (or the King’s 
reign), according to ^he Kings order, ye, instead 
of custom, take but rupees 3000 of them yearly , 
and that in their buying and selling, you take not 
a pice more ; that they may contentedly continue 
their trade in the places pi their former residence, 
as Hugley, Ballasore, &c. under the government of 
this subahship , and that ye assist their gomastehs 
in their lawful and just business upon all accounts, 
And that not one, upon the account of Rawdari, 
Jimmedare, or Firmashe, &c. be suffered to defraud > 
or molest them, it being forbidden by the King 
God forbid that in any one’s government robberies 
be committed , but if so, that the Phousdars of 
said places use their endeavours to find and restore 
said goods to the owner. Dated the second day 
of the moon, in the 35th year of^ Jeloose. 

Received per Oranf^e 1692, No. 265, A. ] ' 
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Appendix Na IX. {referred to in p. 3^3/ ) 

TnnaUte of an HtaboJlbooknin, ander Auid Cawn*! Seal/ 
:pon Ke£a]t Cavoe 1 >iuq of Dacca, for the Eogliibs payint} 
Three Tbouaand Rapees oaoual Puheash, m lien of (.ustooi 
procured by the afotesaid Kc^it Cavn t Letter), dated the 
fventy 5 rst of Jemadesotioy u> the Thirty foarth year of the 
•uog’s reign, or Febroary the Tenth, 1691 a a toot. 

Petition bctt>g ma<^ Tha you writ that ao 
Husbulihookuen under the icaj of LutfooJa Cawn 
was como tu the Vicero^ that the Lngiub should 
trade according to anctej^ usage , that of that nation 
two or thre^ were arrive^ m the port of Huglcy 
and that Mahmoud Eckbar, OfRcer of said port 
had given them envOuragement and taken an obli 
gation from tlieoi that tlicy would give custom on 
their merchamlire, as hereafter should be determined , 
that in said Husbullhookum nothing was noentioned 
concerning the receipt of custom, neither was it 
under the Vizier's seal wl at had been determined 
that their ancient usage, to your knowledi,e, wa** 
rupees 3000 anuual ptshcasb for which they carried 
on their trade and business , that after that it wa:> 
determined for them to pay custom 3^ per cent 
as they did in Surat , and that now, for the receipt 
uf custom from this nation you would act accord 
lug to order and that it was agreed on formeily 
for them to pay 3000 rupees annuaT pishcash , that 
in the year 1090 it was resolved they sfiould pay 
i' per cent included poll monc> , and that in Surat 
tJicy pay the same now What would His iifajesty 
pica c to order? Upon which the King “hie order 
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pisticash should be received of them according 
to ancient usage. Therefore 1 write you, That you 
act according to the Phirmaund , and advice of' the' 
contents hereof. 

) 

Received per Orange iCgz No. 275 A ] 
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APPENDiX No X (iv;^rred to in p.387) 

Translate of a Dustuck granterj^ to Sir Edward Littleton, by 
Order of the Prince Sultan Mahm^pd Assam Gosbah, given undet" 
the Seal of his Guwan, Alice Reza, for trade in.the Province of 
iiengald^ dated the tzth day' of Rajebe, in the 431^ >ear of tie 
King’s reign. Anno Hedgero lui January 26th, AnnoChristi 
jyco 

Dustqck to the Fousdars, Jaggerdars, and all of the 
Government under Dacca, Hughly, Cassimbazar, 
Balasore and Rijahmaul, &c io the Province of 
Bengal 


Know ye, that the request of Sir Edward Littleton 
Consul and President ror the New English Company, is 
to settle factories and commerce in this province ; for 
that end he hath sent a Vackeel to procure the King’s 
Phirraaund, and is ready at present with the King’s 
Duan to settle his piscash , and that nov/ is the mon- 
soon for his shipping* , therefore he requests and hopes 
the prince wilhgrant him an order to trade and carry on 
ibis business It is therefore curdered. that they mer- 
chandize and commerce in the same method as the Old 
Company does in this province with satisfaction , and 
tnat when hrs piscash is agreed on, and paid in, then he 
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ihall have a Neahiun. This £s therefore an Order to 
)0U, the Fourdars Jaggcrdars &c. of the Govern 
nicnt, that you dq not any way hinder them, or molest 
them m their merchandixe. 

[Vol XXI pp. 391 393, Nos. 443 223, pp. 102, 163.] 
[n B. This is in favour of the New Company The 
NIshan to the Old Comnany docs not appear in the 
Records but the substance of it is repeated In the^fol 
lowing Number] 

\ 

( 

Appendix No XI (referred to In p. 453.) 

Emfxrpr FerrokMur^s PktrMoandfcr Bengal Ax^or, 
a^d Onxa a. IV *717 A U. 1139. 

To all Govemon and theii-' AwUtants, IntelUgenceri 
Jaggrrdaji Fhousdaii Collectors Gnardians of tho 
Wa> s, Keepers of the passages and Zemcendars 
that are at present or hereafter may come In the 
provinces of Bengal. Bahar and Onxa. at the port 
of Hogly &C. ports In the provinces aforesaid . 

By these presents know ye. from the favour of the 
Imperial Majesty that, at this time of conquest, and In 
this flourishing nrign Mr John Surraan and Coja Sur 
hhud goraashtahs (factors) of the English Company 
base humbl> presented their petition se Ung forth. That 
according to SulUin Afzim Shah Bahauder his and for 
tacr Sunods thej ate free of customs throughout tho 
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whole conquered empire, the port of Surat excepted , 
and that they do annually pay into the treasury, at the 
port of Kugiy, a pishcash of 3000 rupees, in lieu of cus- 
toms , they hope that, according to the tenor of former 
Sunods, they may he favoured with a gracious Phir- 
maund confirming them. CommanPied AND ORDERED, 
That all their mercantile affairs, together with their go- 
mastahs, have free liberty iii^all subahshtps, to pass 
and repass to and fro, either by land or water, in any 
port or district throughout tile several provinces above- 
said. And Know, they are^stom free ; that they have 
full pow/erand liberty to buy and sell at their will and 
pleasure ; and that there ytAirly be received into the 
treasury a pishcash of 3000 rupees, as has been custo- 
mary heretofore that if in any place, or at any time, 
robberies are committed on their goods, they be assist- 
ed in the getting of them again, that the robbers be 
brought to justice, and th^ goods be delivered to the 
proprietors of them., In whatsoever place they have a 
mind to settle a factory, faiwy to buy and sell goods ,in; 
they have liberty ; and be assisted. That on whomsoever, 
merchants, weavers, &c they have any demads, on what- 
soever account, let them be aided, and their debtors 
brought to a true and fair account, and be made to give 
their gomashstahs their right and just demands. That 
no persons be suffered to injure and molest their 
gomashtahs wrongfully and unjustly. And for customs 
on hired bpats (ctttccarrali)y &c belonging to them, that 
they be not in any manner molested or obstructed. 

They further petition, That if the petty Duans of 
Subahsips demand sight of the original Sunods and Per- 
Wciannds,’ under the seals of the Duans and subahs, the 
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onjiinal-Sunodi cannot possibly be produced in any pfacc 
inthout a great deal of difBcuUv they desire that a copy 
/rom under the seal of tl)e Chief Caure be suffTCient 
sight of the 0€7glnal Sunods not being dmianded nor 
the) forced to take Sunodsand Penrannas under the 
Duaa and Subab tbelr seals. That the rcntings of 
Calcutta Chuttanatt) Govlndapore^ in the Purgna^ of 
Ameirabaud &c. m Bcng^t were fonnerly granted them 
■and bought by consent from the Zemeendar* of Uicm 
arc novT m the Company T possession for which they 
\eari> pay the sura of Ji^/? 6A That thirty eight 
tovrns more amounting toy^ini/? S/J adjoining to the 
aforesaid towns which they: hope the renting of cpay 
be granted pnd added to those they are already in pos 
session of that thev will pay annually the samp 
amount of them Co>fM\\DED that the copy nndep 
the seal of the Chief Cauzee be regarded that the old 
towns formerly bought byHbem rcroam in their hands 
a$ heretofore and that tbw b^ve the renlmg of the 
.idjacedt towns pctitjoned vfor which they are to bu>^ 
from the respective pvmers of ihcTD and that tbe Duan 
and Subah give permtsJion 

Tnc> still petition. That from the reign of Aurung 
zebc Madras coins were received into the Subahsblps 
treasuries for under value and are still notwithstanding 
they are fuU as valuable as Surat rppccs are, whereby 
they are great losscrs they hope tbe Imperial order 
ma> be given for them to be received into the treasuries 
Surat rupees arc, m case they are as good. That any 
p-rvon being servant to the C>mpiny doping from 
them from whom debts and accounts ar-s due, they 
desire that whosoever so deserts be delivered back to 
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Ctiief of their -Factory. That their 'gomashtas 
and servants are molested and troubifed for phousdarry, 
(abuab’mtcmnua^ bic. impositions which they request 
they may be exempted from. Commanded and 
•ORDERED, That from the fifth year of this blessed 
reign, if Madras rupees are made the same goodness 
as Surat siccas, there be no discount on them. That 
whosoever of the Company^ servants, being debtors, 
desert them seize them,' and deliver them to 
the chief of their factory. Thit they be not molested for 
phirmaushs and impositior/^ 

They petition, That in Jengal, Bahar, and Orissa, 
the Company have ^actories*^ and that 'in other places 
they likewise designs to settle Factories ; they ac- 
cordingly desire, that in any place where they have a 
mind to settle Factories - they may have forty begaes 
of ground given them for the same. That it often 
happens ships at sea meet with tempestuous winds, 
and are forced into portsiandare sometimes diiven 
ashore and wrecked, the 'Governors of the ports in- 
jurioqsly seize on the cargoes of them, and in "Some 
places demand a quarter part salvage. That’ in the 
islands of Bombay, belonging to the English, European 
siccas are current; they request that, according to 
the custom of Madras, they may at Bombay com 
siccas Commanded and ordered. That, according 
to the cu:.tom oftheir Factories in other s'libahships, 
execute ; Jthese people haying their Factories in several 
ports of the kingdom, and commerce to the plac; of 
the royal residence, and have obtained very favourable 
Phirmans custom free. Let there be particular care 
taken that there be duly assistance given them about 
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goods and wrecks on all occasions. On the islands 
of Bombay let there be the glorious stamp upon 
the siccas coined there* passing them ourrent, as all 
other siccas arc, throughout the whole empire. To 
all these render punctual obedience observing and 
acting pursuant^to the tenor of this gracious phirman, 
and not contrary m auy respect whatsoever nor de 
mand) early new Regard this particularly 

\irclL 

Written the 27th of th moon Mohurum in the 
fifth year of this glonouf and ever happy reign 

EoJi India Rtt^ds Book No 593.] 


Appendix Na XII (referred to m p 58S.) 

"Trtaiy and Af;rtemaUixeiik SijcjcJi J^oviOydaUdFeh 7 1757 
A. R. 1170 

filotisrtor al Mulct l>owlah S^»ai> 

Ktily Khan Bchsi^er Hybnt Jong^ 

Serrani of King Aniurogeer Inyinabls 

ARTICLE L 

TjiaT the Company bo not molested upon account 
of such prcvilegcs as have been granted them by the 
Kings Flrmaund and Husbulhookums and the Fir 
loaund Husbulhookums In full force. 

That the thirty eight Villages which were given 
to the Company by the Firmaund, but detained 
from them by the Soubab be likewise allowed them, 
t or let any ImpedimeDt or restncUon be put upoa 
the Zemindars. 
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■ARTICLE II. 


That all goods belonging to the English Coupany, 
and having their Dustuck, do pass freely by land or 
water, in Bengal, Bahar', and Orissa, without paying 
any duties or fees of any kind whatsoever , and that the 
Zemindars, Chokeydars, Guzerbauns, &c. offer them 
no kind of molestation upoii this account. 


.c^ 

A^ITICLE 

J. 


III. 


That restitutions be m.;|de the Company of their 
factories and settlements^ at Calcutta, Cossimbuzar, 
Dacca, &c. which have beeft taken from them. 

That all money and effects, taken from the English 
Cornpany, their, factors and dependents, at the several 
Settlements and Aurungs, be restored in the same con- 
dition that an equivalent, in money, be given for 
such goods as are damageci, plundered, or lost, which 
shall be left to the Nabob’y justice to determine. 

ARTICLE IV. 


That the Company be allowed to fortify Calcutta, 
in such manner as they shall esteem proper for , their 
defence, without any hindrarice or obstruction. 

ARTICLE V. ' 


That ,siccas be coined at Allenagur (Calcutta) in the 
same manner as at Moorshudabad, and that the money, 
struck in Calcutta, be of equal w, eight and fineness 
with that of Moorshedabad. There shall be no demand 
made for a deduction of Batta, . , 
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article VI 

TJjat these proposal? be ratified m the strongest 
^ fnanner ip the presence of God and his prophet and 
signed apd sealed to by the Nabob and some oI his 
prmapaJ [>copIe. > 


ARTICLE VII 

And Admiral Charles \0«tson and Col Clive pro- 
mise in behalf of tho English Nation and of the Eng 
lish Company that from h^ceforth ail hostilities shall 
cease in Bengal and the ^gluh will always remain 
in peace and friendship ^th the Nabob as long as 
these articles ate kept m force, and remain unrtolated 


sS 

B 3 
§ ^ 
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Appendix No. XIII (referred to in p. 594.) 
Trf^jr tttlM All/ Kian, 

1 xav or CaJ anJ iJu PrefiJUt of Cod^ to ahule by the terms of 

tMiS Treoty wJUtst / i*xw U/t, 

l^eer Matiomed faffier Khan Behsuder, 

I Strrant of King Aalntn Gecf 

* Tbeie words veic »-nucD m bis o»e hand. 
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Treaty mode with the admiral^ and Colonel Clive \Sahut 
Behaudt'-\ Governor Drake, and Mt. IValis. 

ARTICLE I. 

r 

VVhatever articles were agreed upon in the time of 
peace with the Nabob, Serajah Dowlah Monsoor ul 
Mulck Shah Kuly Khan Behauder, Hybut Jung, I 
agree to comply with 

ARTI?)lE II. 

The enemies of the EnirJish are my enemies, whe- 
ther they be Indians or J/Dropeans. > • ' '' 

ARTIi/lE III 

All the Effects and Factories, belonging to the 
French, in the province of Bengel (the Paradise of 
nations), and Bahar and Orissa, shall remain in the 
possession of the English , nor will I ever allow them 
any more to settle in the^hree provinces. 

ARTICLE IV. j 

In cpnsjderation of th(/ losses which -the English 
Company have sustained, by the capture and plunder 
of Calcutta, by the Nabob, and the charges occasioned 
by the maintenance of the forces, I will give them one 
crore of rupees. 

ARTICLE V. 

Fqr the effects plundered from the English inhabit- 
ants of Calcutta, I agree to give fifty lacks of rupees. 

ARTICLE VL ‘ . 

For the effects plundered from the.Gentoos, and 
Mussulmprr, and pther subjects of.Q^lcutta, twenty lacks 
of rupees shall be given. - . , 
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ARTICLE VII 

hor the effccta plandered /rom the Armenian Irt 
habitants of Calcutta, I will give the SHm of seven 
lacks of rupees. The distnbution of the sums, allotted 
the natives English Inhabitants Gentoos and Bfusstd 
men shall be left to the Admiral and Colonel Clive 
(Sabut Jung Behauder) and the rest of the Counal to 
be disposed of by them to ^hom they thmk proper 

ARTICLE VIII 

Within the ditcb, whlcI^Vuirounds the borders of 
Calcutta, are tracts of land ponging to several Zemin 
dars , besides this, I mil gn^pt the EogUsb Company 
six hundred yards mthout the ditch* 

ARTICLE IX. 

All the land lying to the South of Calcutta as far 
as Culpee shall be under the Zemindary of the Eng 
Ibh Compan> and all the Officers of those parts vsball 
be under their juriidictloor The revenues to be paid 
by them (the Company) In same manner with other 
Zemindars 

ARTICLE X. 

Whenever I demand the English assistance, I will 
be at the charge of the maintenance of them 

ARTICLE \I 

I wDl not erect any new fortidcaCions below Hughly 
near the Ruer Ganges. 

ARTICLE XII 

As soon as I am established m the Government of 
the Three Provinces the aforetaid sums shall be faith 
fully paid* 
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1 

Dated the ijth Ramzan^ in the 4th Year of the Reign A D. 1757, 

A. H. 1170 

Additional Article. — ARTICLE XIII. 

On condition that Meer Jaffier Khan Behauder 
shall solemnly ratify, confirm by oath, and execute all 
the above Articles, which the underwritten, on behalf 
of the Honorable East Ind^n* Company, do, declaring 
on the Holy Gospels, and before God, that we will as- 
sist Meer Jaffier Khan Beh^der with all our force, to 
obtain the Soubahship m the province of Bengal, 
Behar, and Onssa , and furt/er, that we will assist him 
to the utmost, against all hA enemies whatever, as soon 
as he calls upon us for that end , provided that he, on 
his comin'g to be Nabob, shall fulfil the aforesaid Articles, 


[ N B. The last two Numbers are taken from a book, 
entitled “Treaties and Grjfits from the Country Pow- 
ers to the Etist Indian Company,” published A. d. 1774 
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EXPlANATIOV 


or 

THE IITLE-S OP THE GOVERNORS 

UMDE^ THE 
MOGHUL ^YNA^TV 



\a Paps* 


I The Slave of Hiusetn • the Lord of the World 133 
2. The Victonous Lord tS9 

3* rV<j parttaUar Ut was a Hindoo 193 

4. The Most Illustrious LoiV, and Foster Brother 198 
5 1 alcon Lord V * 

6 . No weaning He ic is a Hindoo Prttui 20j 

7 The Pole Star of Religion and Poster Brother 217 
3 The Slave of the Emperor Jchanghire 231 

9. The Glory of the Religion of Islam 232 

la No applieahU tneiKing 245 

ti The Victorious in War 2^0 

12. King of the World aOo 

13. The adopted Son litcraUy Born m the houce 267 

14* The Rc>pcctcd Lord 207 


• Kttsieio was iht ^raBj.»on erf Moharnmed aod is aid'^JcJ by 

t « u.i. 


TITLES OF THE GOVERNORSi 


xxiii 


22 

24. 


15* The Devoted Lord . . 269 

16. No applicable meantiig ........ 270 

17. The Most Illustrious Lord. . 275 

18 Lord of the True Faith 276 

19. The Praise*worthy and Brave Prince .... 280 

20. *The Viceroy, The Noble Lord, The Lord of 

Lords, The Generalissimo . . . ' . . . .318 

21. The Viceroy, The Wort^ Lord, The Chief of the 

’ Nobility 333 

The Viceroy, The Devotid, and M'ost Illustrious 

Lord / 341 

The Praise^ worthy and Jttost Illustrious Prince 342 

The same person as No. 345 

25. The Viceroy Lord Abraham 365 

26. The Prince of High Dignity . . . . 381 

27 The Viceroy, The Slave of Majesty, The Trust- 

' worthy of the Kingdom, The Exalted of the 
State, The supporter cJf Battle,’|- . . . » . 416 

The Viceroy, The Trustworthy of the Kingdom, 

The Hero of the Fa;^ of iMohammed, The 
Champion of the State, The Lion of War, The 

Valiant* ' . . . . .471 

The Illustrious of the State, The' Head-exalted 


28 


29 

Lord 


492 


* Nuwab IS the plural of Naib, a deputy , atfd may possibly 
mean the King’s Deputy in all Departments It is a mfodern title . 

V 

tjaffier has no mean, but was the ’name .of a celebrated 
"Vizier under "the Birmecide Princes Moorshud means, Iiterallv, 
a Spiritualfy Guide, but is often applied to Kings. 
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TITI ES OF THF GOVERNORS. 


30 Tlie Hero of the kingdom, The Sword of the 
State The rormfdablcin War The Valiant 504 
~ 3t The Vlctonoirs of the Kingdom The Lamp of 
the State, The Slave of the Emperor Tb^ 
Formidable m War The Valliant 560 


* Bchadur IS Uid to be a TaiUt worth and the precue meaa 
tns set understood but it now^ccompaoles ererr Miliury title. 
If It were a Periun word, tbe ueoning of it would be (Valui^blc 
as a Pearl) 
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A 

Aalumgeer, the titje of 
Aurungzebe, 408, n. 

Aalumgeer ii ,> Emperor 
of Hindoostan, 567, SQO* 
A3,zim Khan, Governor 
of Bengal under Shah Je- 
han, 275 — Re 'ailed for 
suffering ilie Mughs and 
Assamese to ravage his 
dominions,. 276 
Aazim Shah, Emperor 
of Hindoostan, 409 — De- 
feated and slam in a battle 
with his brother, Shah 
Aalum, 41 1. 

Abdul Mujeed Asuf 
Khan, Governor of Bengal, 
Behar, and Orissa, under 
Akbar, 214 

Abdul Rezack, critical 
situation of, 213. 

Abistagy, Governor of 
Khorassan, revolts against 
Abul Munsur, and becom- 
es absolute Sovereign of 
of Zabulistan, 3 
Abu Issaa'c, son of Abis- 
tagy, i' ^ ' 

Abul Munsur, the last of 
the Sarrianian dynasty, 3. 

Abyssmians introduced 
into Bengal liy Berbek 
Shah — Frequently rise in 


India to places of trust,! 
1 1 5,119 — Reduced by Fut- 
teh Shah to a level with his 
^bjects^ 1 16— An Abys- 
s/nian Sultan of Bengal, 
122 , another, 123 — Abys- 
^tian troops dismissed by 
Hussein Shah, 127 — Pro- 
>re employment in the 
^puzerab and Dekkan, and 
acquire the name of Std~ 
dees^ lb 
Adjodin, 23 
Afghanistan, 42 
Afghans — Dynasty of the 
JLody family terminated 
with Ibrhim on his defeat 
i .^y Baber, i32-'Empire ot 
jHindoostan again trans- 
ferred from Moghuls to the 
Afghans, by the victory of 
Shere Shah over the Em- 
peror Homayon, 161 — So- 
vereignty of the Afghans 
oyer Bengal, nature of, 
186-87 — Terminated with 
Daood Khan, ib. siipra ‘ 
— The scattered Afghans 
collect in Orissa, 199- ' 
200— Retain 'aremnant of 
power in Qrissa, 202, 206-. 

7 — Reduced to feuda- 
tories in Cuttack, 208-9 — 
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The Afghan* obtain a 
transientauthonty In Ben 
^ 212 — Having rallied 
in great force in Orlisa, 
Invade the Moghul Cover 
nor of Bengal 23J-40— 
Submit unconditlonal)y» 
241 

Agmahel — SecRajemabc^ 
Agra,cityof 133 34 162A* 
Govemmrat of, 16a 
Aguadeep town of, j 
Ahmed Shah Sultan on 
Bengal no — Hli charac\] 
ter ib.-~IIi^ dominions 
vadod by Ibrahim Sultan 
of Joanpore, ib,— Sends for 
aid to Shah Rookh, tii, 
who bva Letter to I bra 
him Influences him to 
desist from invading Ben < 
gal isi 12 — Dea& of 
Ahmed Shah 113. N 

Ahmed Shah Abdallv 
King of Cabal, Invades 
Hfndoostan, 59a 
Ahmednagur fort of, 409. 
Almire, 31 212 344, 
\kbar Lmperorol Hln 
doostan conquers Bengal, 
Sehar and Onssa, 172, 
189. 

Akbamagur, 2x0— See 
Rajecnaheh 

Akdila, fortress of, 95, 
99 . 1 * 8 . 


Alla, Emperor of Dehly 
89. 

Allahabad, fort of 165 — 
Joint government of, (for 
merly Joosy / 197 
Altumsb Emperor of 
Dehly takes Behar, 46— 
Conquers Bengal, 47 
Alumgeemagar Moghul 
name of the caplcd of 
CoDch Behar 525 
Alumgeemagur (at the 
mouth of the Megna) fort 
of, 33S 

Aly KingofGbUno, 21 
Aly Ghur fort of, 585 
Aly Miekb 51 55 
Alv Mubanck, (Alla 
Adaeen ) Governor of 
Bengal unites the divisions 
of Lucknowty and Suncr 
gong 93-94 — iVssassl 
nat(^ 944 

j* Aly Murdan Khulij>, 

‘ Sultan of Bengal, Indepen 
dent of tbecourt of Dehly 
59 — His previous hlftor}-’ 
55 58 — Character 58 55 
jAT/ni— Assassinated, 61 
Aly Verdy Mohabut 
Jung, Go\*cmorof Bengal 
Behar and Orissa, 
(under Mohamtqed Shah 
' 504— His previous history 
473 75 477 ^ 47^79 

495 SO^Sorrenderj to the 
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Emperoi’s messenger the 
treasures of the late 
Nuwab, but evades the 
demand for the^ revenue, 
509- 10 — Expels the deputy 
governor of Orissa, 512-13 
— In regulating Bengal, 
consults the good of 
the public, ib— Recovers 
Orissa, which had revolt- 
ed, 5 1 5-16— Meets an army 
of Mahrattas invading 
Bengal, 517— His line sur- , 
I'ounded, ib — Retieats to I 
Cutwa, 518— Surprises the 
Mahratta camp, 521 — De- 
feats Boskar Raow, 522— 
Sends to the Emperoi for 
aid, ib. — Induces the 

Nuwab of Oude, who had 
entered Behar as an auxi- 
liary, to return, 523 — On 
the invasion of Bengal by 
two Mahratta _ armies, pre- 
vails on the ' Poona Chief 
to act agafnst the Berar 
Chief, 523*24.-^Defeats an- 
other invasion of the Berar 
Mahiattas, by treacherous- 
ly assassinating their prin- 
cipal officers, $26 — Musta- 
pha Khan’s defection, 528- 
531, and unsuccessful at- 
tempt to seize the govern- 
ment of Behar," 53 ^" 35 ; — 
The Nuwab, by art embas- 
sy amuses the Berar 


Mahratta, 535-36— Defeats 
him ^ in several engage- 
ments, 536-37, and recovers 
all the dependencies, ex- 
cept Cuttuck, 537 — His 
proceedings for the recove- 
ry of Cuttack, 538-41— De- 
feats the Mahrattas, ib — In- 
syrection in Behar, 542-43 
—The Nuwab overthrows 
the lebels, and re-estab- 
J Jhes his own deputy, 547- 
^ — Drives the Mahrattas 

f^m Cuttack, who again oc- 
clipy it, 550— Rebellion of 
his grandson Seraje ad 
Dowlah, 550-52— Yields 
Cuttack to the Berar Mah- 
rattas, and agrees to pay 
them a choiite for Bengal, 
5^53 — His death, 555 — 

Qiaracter, 556. 

JAmaunee Gunge, 546. 
Aphorisms of Sherc Shah, 
164 — Of Aly Vcrdy Khan, 

558-59- 

Arcot, 583. 

Arracan, liver, 246-247. 
Ariacan, territory of, 233, 
242, 315 n . — Raja of, joins 
the Portuguese pirates, to 
invade Bengal, ,237 — His 
.coast plundered by, the 
pirates, 246 — Repels a 
' Portuguese armament, ib. 
I — Dislodges the pirates, 
I — The Arracanilers 


XXX 




Bengal nS— Introduces 
Abyssinian and Negro 
slav’cs Into his arm} some 
of whom he promoted to 
places ol trust, lb — His 
death ib. 

Barbek Shahzadeh Sultan 
ofBcngal iiS—Notlce of 
his previous situation ^ 
chief eunuch of the palace, 
ib.— He promotes the eu 
nuebs to Important concf 
mands and fills the ofiic^ 
with persons of the lowcs^ 
description ib. — Is assas^ 
sinat^ by Mulk Andiel, 
the Commandar in Chief 
12021 

Barsool Go\emmentof,57 
Satccria, Kaje of 2^6, \ 

Bathendeh cit> of 57* 
Bayezid, Sultan of Bengd, 
put to death 172. y 

Beemagur Zemindar 6f ' 

Bebadur Khan first Go< 
\xmor of the Eastern (or 
bunergong) dhi^Ion of 
Bengal under the Emperor 
Alla, 89— In the /cign of 
Mubaricls. Shah assumes 
independence 90— Submit 
ting to the Emperor Tugb 
lilc, IS pardoned but super 
•tededas Imperial goicr 
nor 91 

Uehodur Shah I mperor 
cf HindoosUn, 411 


Behadur Shah, Sultan of 
Bengal, i6;,~Totally defeats 
the Emperor Mohammed 
AdU, i6^RuJesBepgal and 
part of Behar In absolute 
sovereignty, Ib. — His death 
ib. 

Bebar conquered b) tlie 
Mohammedans, 42 43— 
Takr-n from the Kbulijy 
1 ren^n of Bengal by the 
Emperor Altumsb 46— 
Hostilities between the 
King of Behar and the King 
ofBengal, 137 terramato In 
the reduction ofBengal by 
the Bdiar forces i57-B«bar 
and Bengal an united king 
domunderSbereShah, 
Merged into the Empire, 
i 62 ~Go\ emment of, united 
by FcTTokhscrc to that of 
Bengal and Orissa, 457 — 
Separated from that of 
Bengal and Orissa, 474 — 
(And see BengaL) 

Behar territory of, 43 and 
n 134, 532 541 43— 

Eoft of 137 

Behar Nortli Included In 
the boundaries of Bengal 

93 

Beloh LmperfirofDchl}, 

I 129 144. 

Benaras Kaje and pro< 
vlnccof 39-40,93— City of 
344 — And sec Cuttack 
Benaras 
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Bengal, History of the 
last Hindoo Raja of, 45 — 
Conquered by the 
Mohammedans, 48 — 
Xew division of the dis- 
trict, among the Khuhjy 
Chiefs, by Cuttub Addeen, 
57— Imperial Dewan ap- 
pointed over, 58 — Taken 
by I'he Emperor Altunish 
from the Khuhjy Chiefs, 
65, and made a provincial 
government, ib. — The Em- 
peror Balm makes his 
\ ounger son Bagora inde- 
pendent Sujtan of, 84 — A 
distinct kingdom by 
treaty with the Emperor 
of Dehly, 88 — Bengal 
divided into two districts, 
one a vassal kingdom, and 
the other a provincial 
government under the 
Emperors of Dehly, 89 — 
The eastern and western 
districts re-united under an 
imperial governor, 95 — By 
treaty between the Sultan 
and the Emperor, Bengal 
acknowledged an indepen- 
dent kingdom, 97 — The 
independent line of Kings 
terminates with Mahmood 
Shah, 140 — United, with 
Behar, into one kingdom, 
under Shere Shah, i6i — 
Merged ipto the imperial 
dominions on Shere Shah’s 


becoming Emperor of Hin- 
doostan, 162 — Divided into 
provinces by the Emperor 
Shere Shah, ib. — Made an 
integral government, as a 
province of the empire, 
under Selim Shah, 165 — 
With part of Behar, an in- 
c^penci«'iit kingdom under 
Behadui Shah, 166 — Falls 
vuth Behar, under the 
>^minion of Soliman Shah, 
3in Afghan of the Kerany 
/••ibc, 169 — who affects to 
/lold his kingdom of the 
Emperor Akbar, 17 1 — 
Sultan Daood Khan, 
having assumed indepen- 
dence, is defeated and exe- 
cuted as a rebel, 186 ; 
^nd Bengal, with Behar 
and Orissa, are annexed 
jto the empire under Akbar, 
'as separate governments, 
189— 'Division of the 
provincial executive go- 
vernment under Akbar, 

189 — New regulation of 
the Moghul jagierdars, 

190 — Rebellion m Bengal 
and Behar, 195-96 — Go- 
vernment of Bengal, Behar, , 
and Orissa, united under 
Akbar, 197 — Having oeen 
alternately combined and 
separated according to the 
policy of different Em- 
perors, the three provinces 
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arc again united under 
one government by Fer 
rokhscre, 457— Again ^c- 
parated47S — The Nuwabs 
of Bengal govern mdepen 


Berar 516. 

Berar Mahratlas autho- 
rity for the origin i of, 
516 «. 11' 

Bcrki5,Raja,ma3lcrof the 


dently from the death of I impregnable fort of Rhotas 
the Rmperor Mohammed | circumvented b) Sbcrc 
Shah till the ascendancy J Shah 158 tt seq 
of the Enghih a penodv Bcttiab (Gunduk,) river, 
including only part of thel 129. 

reign of Aly Verdy^| Bchar capital of Cooch 
Mohabutjung 5 S 9 and V. Bchar 32^ 

the entire reign of Seraje i Bhagalpore, 205 
ad Dowlah 566 — The Bhaggarutty, river 
Nuwabo! Bengal derives '■39a 51S. 
his power from the ascen Bhattcab 8 


270 


Bheemnagur 9, 
Bbeerbhoom 178, 

491. 524- 


i42i 


dancy of the English G08. 

Bengal boundaries of 
extended to the Gunduk 
MMtoInclu^NorthBc /BbVndereck 212. 
har 98 — Territories an 
nexed to v^r, Kuirah • 

Mamkrorc 07-Chma tjabimc 9. 

EonB 338 Bhiram khan Governor 


Bbctourieh Zeminclary of 


of theXucknowt} divlsfon 
of Bengal under ABo 91 
I — His death, ih. 

Bhoosnah Foujedary of 

432. 

fiiana fort of 35 — Gov 


naporc, ib. 

Bengal the lollowlng '> 
cities have been successive 
K thocapltalof vjz,Kud 
oeah 46^Gour 4S — 

1‘undua 93 98 Oour w, 

again loS-Tondah 169- [ emmentof no. ’ 
Gourathird time 183 ^ Bijorc 145 

Rajemabcl 210— Dacca Bishcnporc, 421 
333 — Rcjcmahcl, a second BIssuntporc district of 

time 282 — Dacc;^ again ' 199 299. 

230— ‘Moorshudaba^ 418-1 Black Holc(at Calcutta), 
* 5 - 57 + 
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Boi^wangola, 3;S, 

<03. 

Hohk.ir.i, citv of, 2, 3 
i3>)ot.in, territory 

^ ^ th 

JJo5t. capital of Khoras- 
''•tn. 23. 

Houjcporc, fort and Kaj( ^ 
oC idy, lO.S, 279 
lJr4iinpurc, (Honriianporc^ 

Bud^obud^c, fort oC 

S'-’! ) 

Bllkhar^^t, I }5— \nd scu 
BokhtUii 
Hukhtort, 179 
liulloah, 237. 

Bundelcuiul, 15 
Bunj^inutty, river, 5; 
Buidchun or Murdcliun,* 
city of, 51 ’ 

Burdwan, 179, 201, 20 ( 
255 — Distiicc of, 370 
Burhampootcr, nvcr,53//, 

3fn^ 

0-:). OJD 

Burhanpore, 253, 472 

Byrain Shah, Emjjeror 
of Hindoostan, 72 

C 

'Cabiil, 286 

Calcutta, origin of, 392 
*— Flourishing state of, 456 
— Taken by' Seraje ad 
Dovvlah, 573 -Retaken by 
Colonel^ Clive, 585 
Caheofta, 386, 392. 


Calicut, 113 

Cilhnger, capital of Bun- 
ilclcund, 13 — Fort of, 163— 
Country of, 76. 

Candahai, 253, 
t'annouge, 39 — Raja of, 
submit'i to *Mahmood 
Gha/)’, 12 — Government 

of, 72 -Subah of, assumes 
independence, 109 
C.iranlic Bala Gh.iut, terri- 
tory of, 320. 

Cli.tj.i Alas, (otiiervv'ise 
Cjhya'^ Beg), history of, 
218 t/ \ty 

Chandernagorc, 341, 372, 
v"7, 5<5S. 

Chietmul Jelal Addeen, 
Sultan of J3cngal, 108 — 
Different causes assigned 
for his becoming a Mo- 
hammedan, lb. — .Again le- 
moves the seat of govern- 
ment fiom Pundua to Gour, 
lb. 

Chinderi, 151. 

Chinsura, town of, 14 1, 
572, 377, 56S. 

Chitor, 155. 

Chittagong, 233, 256— 
Territory of, surrendered to 
Shah Jehan, 277— Authori- 
ties respecting its history 
and boundaries, ib n — A 
dependency on Arracan, 
313 — Annexed', to Bengal 
33S, 50S— Port of, 353 
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Cbond, distnct of, 1481 

I50 

Choppcrgotta, near Calpic, 
163 

C howsar 143 161 
Lbunar fort of 138-9 

Chuttanutty part of the 
present Calcutta 356 35 ^ 
3G9, 392— Fortified by the 
English 372,37^77 
( olgong 14a 
Commorea, 338. 

{. omra, 501 
Cooaa, nver 59. 

( ossim Khan Go>emor 
of Bengal under Jebangire, 
243— Recalled for not 
reeling the invasions of 
the Mugbs 249. 

Cossim Khan (Brother of 
Mccr Jafficr) seizes Scraje 
ad Dowlab In hU flight 
after the batttle of Plassey 

(>0^ 

Cosilra Khan Jobuny 
(jovernor of Bengal under 
Shah jeban 370 — Expels 
the Portuguese from 
Hoogly 27074« 
Cossimbazar 339 3,1 
4'9 568. 

CoochBehar iS8-Boun 
dancs of 31 1— First cn 
trance of the Moghuls Into, 
lb. — Reduced by Islam 
Klian Mushhed) 37H— 
Incuriions ofiuChicfmto 


Katnroop 324 — Conquer- 
ed by Mccr JoomIa» 325 — 
Its Raja again expels the 
Moghuls 331 — Sends pre 
bents to the Nuwab of 
Bengal 422— -Invaded and 
subdued b> a Bengalese 
.force 490. 

C Cudgna, fKudgwa) 29^ 
44a 

I Currah see Kurfah, 
^Currumnassa nver, 142 

\^ 6 t 

cCatlickporc, see TugHck 
jiorc. 

Cuttack district of 180— 
Included In Orissa, lSr> 
— Afterwards same as pro 
nnee of Orma 364, 553 » 
ort of (Sarlngghur) 
jSi 209 capital of (Dnssa, 

K^uttack Benaras 179. 

Cuttub an imposter per 
sonaUng Pnnee Kbusero 
raises a rebellion in Behar 
242 43— Slain 243 44- 

Cuttub Addeen Ablek 
Sultan of Lahore under 
Mahmood 3j— First 

Mohammedan King of 
Hlndoobtan, 41 — Hw ptc 
\k)U5 hUtor> 36-41 I and 
sec in 3436, his services 
as General under Mo* 
hammed Ghorj -His dealE 
(I 
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Cuttub AddeenKokultash, 
Governor of Bengal, Behar, 
and Orissa under Jeliangire, 
21/ — Having led a party 
to Burdwan to assassinate 
Shere Afgun, is slain by 
Shere, 229. 

Cutwa, 205, 596 


Dacca, Si;/ --Made the 
capital of Bengal, 2^/ 
26S, 323. ^ ^ 

Dalkisor, river, 205. •-/ 

Danes, date of their es- 
tablishment in Bengal, 

341. 


Daood Khan, Sultan of 
Bengal, 172 — Assumes in- 
dependence, lb — Invades 
the imperial territories, i /3 
— Besieged in Patna, 174-^ 
Abandons that city, 1-/5 
— Is vacua tes Tondah, 4nd 
retreats to Orissa, 176-77 
— Defeated by the Moghul 
army, 181 — Becomes a j 
vassal of the Emperor, I 
and IS suffered to retain I 
Orissa, 182-83— Recovers 
Bengal, 184 — Vanquished 
and put to death as a 
rebel, 186. 

Debalpore, Government 
of, no. 

Deccan Shabazpore, 324 

Dehly, Hindoo kingdom 
20, 31 — Raja of, slain 


in a battle with Moha 
med Ghory, 33, 

Dehly, city of, 33, 34, 
since its capture 
Cuttub Abiek considei 
the capital of Hindoos! 
38, 41, although deserl 
by individual Empen 
for other seats of govei 
ment, 91-92, in, 136. 
Dehly, empire of, 40, 5 
59 , 72-73. Ill- 
Dehpareh, 492. 

. Dekkan, territory of, ( 
212, 583— Conquest of, I 
Jehangire, 252 — Revolt ( 
repressed, ib — Souba 

dar of, 583. 

Deocote, 55, 62. 
Derriapore, 176 
Derveish, anecdote of 

391. 

Dherpore, 206. 
Dinagepore, Raje of, ir 
vaded from Bengal, 491 
Dirhem, a small silvt 
coin, 5 ;/ 

Diu, island of, 15. 
Dooab, territory of, 12: 
Dowletabad, the captiE 
of the Emperor ' Mohara 
med Shah, 91. 
Dummooda, river, 19c 
Durbunga, district of, 541 
Dutch, date of thei 
establishment in Benga 
said to be 1625, 341 « — 
Unite with the Englisl 
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gainit the Ostecd Com , cd by James it to make 
^gi I war on the Nuwabjand on 

I Aarunj^bc ib. — History 
® * of thar affairs in, Bengal 

East India Company | till the death of Shhista 
Englisii) establish a fac Khan 351 54— The Cora 
oryatAgra, 251 — Aban pany invited to re cstablsh 
km the trade by land from their factories in Bengal 
r’atna to burat, ib. — Ay Ibrahim JChan, 366— 
Permitted to send ships to involved in the vengeance 
Ihplc) and establish at .of the iloghul government 
hat port thpir first factory ^ the piracies of unlicens 
n Bengal 2 j 6 — Acquire | traders ^68 — Bengal 
Turtber privileges in Bala Vgain made sobservicnt'to 
*orc and Hoogl) 2S3 — i.Iadras bv the Directorff 
Notice of bhah jehans 370 /a— T he English forti 
nrmoM, 2S4, 2"W and the fy their factory at Chut 
ttsinn of bulian Shujaa 1 tannutty 372— Purchase 
ih.— Dispute with Meer ' Chuttanutty Govindpore, 
Joomla, 323 — 1 nglish andCalicotta, 3S6-87 392 
vessels allowed to s^il up L 111 effects of nval Com 
the Gances 340— Irapo Is j ^>anic5 394 — Embassy 

on the I nglish factories, lorn the King of hngland 
34 —Their agents pur ft \uningzebe 393— The 
chase for 2 1 000 rupees a • capture of three Moghul 
uulian for a free trade ships by an English pirate 
exempt from duties J43 — ^ causes the the ncgociatlon 
Impost in lieu 0/ the ytr/tf to break off 396*97 r-Ani 
347— The Company pro- niosUy between the two 
cure ayf/w/u// from Aurung . Compianics conduced to its 
^bc, 34S — The Direc J miscamagc, ib. a — Date 

tors make Bcngil indcpcn , of the union of the Com 
dent of Madras 349 “ The . panics ib // — Aurungicbe 
Nuwab of Bchar restricts | imprisons all the English 
thcfactor) alPatna,33i The in his dominions to*makc 
Corapan> anno)cil .by un 1 them answer for the daraa 
chartered interlopers IE I jes ol the pirates 404 
-“Oppressed b> thcNuwab | and seizes the Company's 
of Bengal 35.— \uthonz property 405— Calcutta 
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made independent of Mad- 
ras, 407 — Factory estab- 
lished at Cossira bazar, 419 
—The privileges assined to 
the English by Shujaa and 
Aurungzebe invaded by 
Moorsliud Cool) , 447 — 
Embassy in consequence j 
to Dehly, 448— Thirty-fou \ j 
firmans granted by the ■ 
Emperor Feirokhsere, con- 
firming and extending th^ 
immunities and powers of 
the Company, 453 — 
liberty to purchase thirc>i 
eight towns on the banks 
of the Hoogly,455,frustrat- 
ed by Moorshud Cooly, ib 
— During the invasion of 

Bengal by the Mahrattas. 
the English are permitted 
by Aly Verdy Khan ty 
strengthen the defences -jl 
Calcutta, and tb fortify their 
factory at Cossi in bazar, 

520-21 — Causes of Seraje 
ad Dowlah’s hostility, 567 
— Factory of Cossimba/ar 
capitulates to the Nawab 
568— Calcutta taken, 573— 
Sufferings of the prisoners 
in the Black IJolp, 574-7- 
The surjvivors released, 576 
— The Company’s agepts, 
at subqtdinate factories 
escape to the* ^eet, , 581— , 
Expedition from Madras | 


to recover the settlements.^ 
in Bengal, 582-83 — Colo- 
nel Chve takes the forti:^ 
of Budgebudge, Aly Ghur, 
and Tanna, 585— -Re- 

takes Calcutta, <ib.— Redu- 
ces Hoogly, 586— Attack 
on the Nuwab’s camp, 587 
—Treat) of peace, 588 , 
and of alliance with Seraje, 
lb — The English take the 
French settlementof Chan- 
dernagore, 590-— TheCom- 
pany’s agents conclude a 
secret treaty with Meer 
Jaffier Khan, general of 
the Nuwab, 594--Colonel 
Clive commences hostilities 
against the Nuwab, ib— ^ 
Doubtful tone of Meer 
Jaffier’s correspunuence 
with Col Clive, 597 — Deci- 
sion of the Colonel, 598 
--Battle of Flassey 599- 

600 — Retreat of the enem)r 
influenced by Meer Jaffier, 

601- -The English enter 

the enemy’s camp, 602— 
Advance to Moorshuda- 
bad, 606, meanwhile the 
Nuwab, a deserted |ugitive, 
falls into the power of his 
enemies a^pio^g the 
natives, and _ is put to 
death, 603-4 — Colonel 

Clive raises ii^eer Jaffief to 
the musnud, '607. ' 
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r P I Hlndoostan 443 — Hispre- 

takhcr AddeenSekuoder I viouj history 391 404,434 
'Jiroclalms hjmsclf Snltan 42 — His death 457 
of Bengal, 93 — His prcvl rerrokhrad, King of 
ous usurpation of the gov ] Gbu^ne, ai 
■cmmcnt of that of Saner | French date of their 


^ng defeat and reco- establishment In Bengal 
very of that dlstnct ib. — 1 341 — Their settlement at 
Fails In an attempt to re I Vbandemagore taken by 
dace Lucknowty Ib.— the Engibh 59a 
Taken prisoner and put j Fnngy Baaar, town of 
to death 94 « | 3 v 7 

ledaiKhan Governor of 0110,381 583. 

Bengal under Jehangire, vuttch Shah Sultan of 
2C9 — Remits a stipulated Bengal 116 — Reduces tlie 
revenue, ib. — Superseded Xbyssinian slaves and 

on tie accession ol Shah eunuchs of the palace, ib. — 
Jehan, 37a murdered In the Seraglio, 

hedai Khan Governor of 117 
Bengal under Aurung q 

zebc, 341 — Oppresses the 

English commerce, ih.— Ganges nver, 23, 80 335 
His death 342. -^Changes iU bed, 282 

1 end Addccn Soor— Sec i-nual ofle^ig to 26S 

Sbtrt Ska)u ib. «. 

1 cickhabad S5a Gaxypore, 243 

1 crosc, Emperor of Gbei^ong capital of 
Dcbly 95 — His unsuccess Assam, 32S. 
ful attempts to reduce Ben Ghena, 501 51a 
g;j q 6 97 Gbizne capital of Zabu 

1 crosc Sbab Sultan of Iislan, held by the Anook 
Bengal 135 — Murdered by tribe of Afghans, 4 
bis unde 136. Aftervrards capital of thq 

Feroseporeabad 95. Ghiznean empire, embrac 

heroic Emperor of Deh Ing part of Hlndoostan 
y 89. 0 18,25— Sometime in the 

Feroz Kob 27 possession of the Ghonais 

- 1 cfTokhsae, Emperor of bynasty, 29, 59. 
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Ghiznean Dynasty, 4-27. 

Ghor, 22, 25, 42, 1 50. 

Ghor, Kings of, their 
genealogy can be traced to 
the Khalifat of Aly, 28 

Ghorian Dynasty, 28 
et seq. 

Ghoragot, 183, igo, 202, 
21 1. I 

Ghowhatty, 331, 344. J 

Ghyas Addeen, Prince of | 
'Ghor, 30 — Appoints his i 
brother, Mohammeo^ 
Ghory generalissimo, ib— I 

AJJ ’ r'/ 


Ghyas Addeen assassi-^' 


nates the young King ot^ 
Bengal, and usurps the 
government for a short 
time, 167-8. 

Ghyas Addeen, (son of 
Sekunder Shah,) Sultan,, 
of Bengal, 102— His previ- 
ous history, ioo-io 5 — Ane^/ 
dote of his deference to tbjjf | 
authority of the law, 102-3 
— Anecdote of his three 
favourite concubines, 104— 
His death, 106. 

Gickers, tribe of, 36 
Godagauree, 520. 

Gogra, river, 86. 

Golconda, 254, 320. 
Goompty, river, i84«. 
Gorackpore, Raje of, 231. 
Gour, (called also Luck- 
nowty,) city of, 48, Vif 
•62, 98, 114, 183. 


; Govindpore, village of 
392, 571- 

Gualier, fortress of, 15 (- 
178, 3 ir. 

Gualpareh, loi. 

Gunduck, river, 53 ;/ 9$, 
129. 

Gungowtry or Kuthoury, 
district of, 57, 62. 

Gunjy Kotta, fortress of, 
320. 

Gurmseir, district of, 42 
Gu/erat, province of, 15 
30, 109— City of, 344 

H 


Hafiz, the poet, anecdote 
of, 105. 

Hajypore, city of, said 
to be founded by Ilyas 
Khaje Shums Addeen, 98, 
138, 174 — District of, 132, 
136 — Zemindary of, 204. 
Hanjilton, Mr,, Surgeon 
to an embassy from the 
English Presidencies in 
India to the Emperor Eer- 
lokhsere, 448, greatly pro- 
motes its success, 450. 

Hansi, fortress of, 19, 34, 

39 

Haroun al Rashid, year 
of his death, 2. 

Herat (in Persia), city of. 

It I. 

Hiderj (on the Ganges^' 

133* 
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Hindoo Zerpindars op- 
■’ pressed by Mporahud 
^Cooly Kban and his 
officers 419-23 4a7j ^2 

Hindoostan, fronUer pro- 
\nncc3 of overrun by Su 
bacUgecn King of Glaaac 
5 -The countries of Lura 
ghan and Palshwur taken 
b> bubactagecn 6— [l^or 
the subsequent conquest 
of the Ghizncans in Hin 
doostan sec Mohammed 
rhory and Musaood the 
I irst}- Th^pnncca of the 
Punjab Allied with the 
KajaofDehl) reco\er all 
the places except Lahore 
whicli the Ghoneai had 
taken 2Q-3( 

Hindoostan thc-MouItan 
Paisha^ur and other pro 
\Tncej of conquered by 
Mohammed Ghory 30 — 
Raja Blm I>eo expels 
Mohammed Ghory from 
the Guzerat. ib — 'Hic pos- 
session of L«ahore passes 
from the Ghiznean to the 
Ghonan Dynasty ih. — 
litlu Rai prince of Aj 
mirc, and C^ndn Ral 
King of Dehly defeat 
Mohammed Ghory, 32—1 
Ilia second engagement, 
they are toUlly o\cr 
thrown 33-Gola son of 


Pittu Raj, holds Dehly 
as a v’ESsal to Mohammad 
Ghorj 34— Jychud Raj^ 
of Benaras, totally defeat 
cd by Cuttub general of 
Mohammed Ghory 40— 
[ And see Afghans^ 
Hindoostan Moghuls, 
^nder Zlngis Khan make- 
vneursions into the north 
cm provinces of 79 n — ’ 
^artars under Timur de- 
\:at Mohammed HI Af 
f'han Emperor of Dehlj 
^09— Meanwhile manv of 
the boubahs assumed in 
dependence, 109*10— Shah 
KooLb son of Timur con 
sidered Fmperor of Bn 
doostan iii— Ibrahim, Af 
han Emperor of Joanporc 
cfcated by Baber Em 
Vpror of the Moghuls 133 
t^Homayan, Moghul Lm 
peror of Agra, vanquished 
by Shero Shah an Afghan 
161— The empire of Hin- 
doostan reverts to the Mo* 
ghuls under Akbar 1169— 
The governors of provin 
CCS assumed indepaidencc- 
from the timo of Mohara 
Tied Shahs death, < 559 n 
Htssom Addeen Avuz, 
raised by tlic Khulij} 
Chiefs to the throne of 
Bengal <3i— His previous 
history ib. — Improves the 
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city of Gour» 62 — Hts 
character, 63 — He compels 
the Raja of Kamroop, Tir. 
'hoot, and Jagernaut, to 
pay tribute, ib. — Driven 
from Behar by the Emper- 
or Altumsh, 64 — Allow^-d 
to retain the government 
of Bengal on conditions, 
lb — Expels the imperial 
tr^ps from Behar, ib. — 
Defeated by IN asn \ddeen 
the Emperoi’:, son, and > 
falls either in battle, or by , 
the executioner, 65 
Ilomayon, (Moghul Em- ^ 
peror of Agra) piotects 
Mahmood Shah, 139 — Ex- 
pels Shere Khan from 
Bengal, ib'., 14 1 — Leaves 
JehangireCooly, Governor, 
142 —On his return to'^ 
Agra intercepted by Shere 
Khan, ib — Resigns beh a, J 
and Bengal to Shere, by 
treaty, 143 — Treacherously 
attacked b' Sheic, escapes 
with difficulty, ib — Total- 
ly overthrown, i6r. 

Hoogly, town of, 210, 255, 
341 — Authorities respect- 
ing its origin, 274 71. 

Hussin, 144. 

Hyderabad, city of,-^ 321, 
516 «. ■ *'- 

I 

Ibrahim’, King ofcGhJzne, 
22 — Ini^des Hinddost^n, 


xll 

ib. — Blunders Adj<Kji 4 t,and 
ta^es Rupat, 
points Sham Soury -to tht 
government of Ghor, ib. — 
Hi' death, ib. 

Ibrahim, (Sultan of /okn 
pore, and last Afghan 
Emperor in Hindoostan 
of the Lody Dynasty,) in- 
vades Bengal, no — Induc- 
ed to desist by a menacing 
I letter from Shah Rookh, 
III — Defeated and slain 
by Baber, Emperor of the 
Moghpls, 132 — Retrospec- 
tive notice of, 148. 
Ibrahim, Emperor of 
Dehly, afterwards ‘Sul- 
tan of Orissa, 95 — Dis- 
possessed of this province 
by Soliman Shah Kerany, 
and treacherously slain, ib. 

Ibrahim Khau, Governor 
of Bengal iHKkf Aurung- 
zebe, 366 — Invites the 
English to '^turn to Ben- 
gal, 367 — ^Order from Am- 
rungzebe, allowing the 
Company free trade with 
that province for an an- 
nual present of -Rs, 3^cfbo 
in lieu of duties, ^68 
— Rebellion" in Burdivan, 
370 — During ks progress, 
the Dutejh, French, and 
English' fortify their fac- 
tories, ^ , 373-^The N « wab 
to ^ivoid axivk-war, weak- 
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by Azesm O^h-iii 
Zubbcrdil^it^’, Khan, 


Nuvvabdho^ Vwice (Sc/i^ts' 

the rebel? 37 *^ 79 - ' 


ir^hiins 241 — They sub- 
mit to ute iixjpcriaJ au 
thoHt> ib.“-I)^if,th ot 
Islam Khaq, 344, 

Islam Khan Mtishhedv 
Governor or i 3 cnjial pncler 
bhah Jelian 276 -Kc 
ccutrs the Alugb Cnicf ol 


the rc|>el? 37 ^ 79 * ' Governor or i 3 cngal pncler 

Ibrabjm Kbin 1 uttdi v^hah Jelian 276 -Kc 
Jung Go^)c^l6^ of Hcngol 1 ccues the Mugb Uiief ol 
and Ons^ under jebao. ^ Ciiittagung a:< vassal to 
sire 23O— Uhanetcrof biC Uie Lmperor 377— Kepcis 
govci^imcnf, ib an invasion of the Assa 

Ilyas Khaje (bhums Adi mesc 278 — In an cxpcdi 
dpen^ bultan of tiengalV to Assam reducr^ 

94 Hts j succt.<siul c pc{ Looch Debar ib,~Recal’ 
dlUon to Jagena^Tur 95 « cd to act asViiicr 279. 

, Attacked by the 1 mpcroi*^, Islamabad the Mohani 
jrcrtoc l‘j^ Ins nc / ca j medan name oi Cbilta 
p.|al luildua, .b^Iibc gons 278 3o9- 
s^^td in A^^dila <y>— En ' 


texs tl|c enctrty a enmp 
, diSLUf^c, lb — Obtains 


disguf^c, lb — Obtains aj Jaffier Khan — bee r 

faAjurablc peace fnm thc*l Cc lx Klint, 

Ln^peror acUnor/’ 'ginfV^ Jagenagur trwnof Si — 
t^c indcp<md<!.ctc 01 Dcu V Its situation doubtful ib,// 
gal 97 — Ilisdoath qS Jagrnagur tTippera) 


tpe indcp<mdcccc oi Ucu 
gal 97 — Ilisdoath qS 
j Jnjelec portartfl i. hnd i 
,352 35b 5bo 


^rsilau Khan usu ,> the 
^"o\cmmynt 6f Den il / 
**•— Ills <Jcatb, 77 
^ Uum Khap Ma Ad \ i> 
Governor ofB-nga) und r 
jLhaiij,irCj '’33— Mile 
Dacca thy capital ib.— 
Endcijoura to c'nulditc 
^ |\frlwn'orOn. i 
[— bc{yJsjin atm^ 


territory of 79 95 
Jagepore (Un^isa) 

7a 

Ja'^ennut province of 
\7 63 >07 

Jagernaut, tcinplc of, 

-o- 487 

Jajoo plains of 411 
Janveh 155 

Jarcund mountains uf 
Jat5 a tribe of Hindoos 


them 2j.>— "Dcfcit of i| c *on the Sindc, 16, 39. 



INDEiJC. ^ xlui 


Jehandar Shall, Emper- Dacca — Redu(rt,s the priqe 
or of Hirijdoostan 415, 435 , o,. - ^raln, 4^f8-^9 ^ ^ 

437— Defeated by,uFei-‘ Jillalpoie^ zemindary, of, 
' rokhsere, 44I — Put _ to 485 ^ ^ ^ j . , , 

death, 443 " ; Joaiipoie,, lio ein, 134, 

Jehangire Cooly Khan, 165, 196, 263 
Governor ofBengal under j J ■o^y, village of. 165,'. 262 
Jehangii;e the Emperoi,; — Di'itnct^of,'' 197 
23 1; — H-is chaiacter, ib J )rwe, forr iif. 410 , ^ 

— Death, 232 J J<iuduore Raje <;f, 343,^ 

Jehangire Selim, Empev- ‘ ,ty of, ib 
or of Hindoostan, 215, 22^, Jo^^dea, fort .,of, 335 — 

230-31 ' Factory at, 581.' ' ' 

Jehangiienagui, the Mo- 1 Jngdispore, 
hainmedan name of Dacca/ Jumna-o iver, 80 
-33 3*^5 , * Jviwal, '^wice defeated by 

Jelkeh,(Chilka lake^ river,, Sui uctageen, demotes him- 
487 ' . ' ->0^ on a funeral pile, 8 

Jellal Addeen, Sultan of li ^ 

Bengal, r66 — Assassinated,'] 

167 , , ‘ M Kakeshalan, 'tribe of,‘ [90, 

Jelal Addeen , KhanyM < 

Goveinoi of Bengal under J Kamiolp, territory of, 5^1, 
Ndsir 'Addeen ( Moham/j 53 63, 74) ^28 — Raja^of, 

med; 75— .Supplanted an^ inteicepts Mohamn^ed 
slam by the Imperial* , Bukhtyai’s ietieat,'54^ 
Governor of Kurrah, 76 Kanis, ( Raja, ) usurps 
Jellasir, dibtiict of, former- the throne of Bengal, 107 ; 
ly Alidnapoie, 179 ^ having ibbelled against 

Jellasore, city of, 20S Shuins Aodeeh II ib Spp~ 

Jenghiez Khan— See' Although a' Hindoo, 

ZiHgis.^ Khali. , by policy gams the Alghan 

Jennetabad.Goi^r, sonam- Chiefs, ib — His death, 
ed by the Emperoi Ho- ib 

mayon, 141. ’ ’ Ketasun, in Jagepoie,^6S 

Jes^ore, district of, 204^ Khafeefabad, 209 
I 371. ' ‘ ' I KharaAa?im 'Mirza Kp_ 

Jeswoht Roy, Dew^n ke, ^Ggvernor'of 'Henga]^ 
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Bchar and Onssa* under 6o— Reduced 66— A Khu- 
Akbar, 198 — Rc-cslabliih lijy Chief usurps the throne 

C8 the Imperial authority of Dchly 89 — And sec 
•n BcnCrtl ib. — Fails to Afghans 
tranquillize Orissa, 199, I^usero ( ( deat son of 
200— After settling Bch»r Jcbangire,) conspires to 
and Bengal resigns bis sapplant bis father, 215 
^.mplojtncnts 20t Khuscro I King of Ghiz 

Khan Donron, Govemora nc 26 abandons the vest 
of Bengal under Mohaci ' em provinces, iiiiJ roakes 
med Shah 467 473— His Lahore his capital 27— 
deputy Shuiaa Addccnt His death and character 
Khan the acting goti-cmor x ib. 

474, K Khuitcro 1 1 last of the 

Khan jehan Governor J Ghiznean Dynasty reigned 
of Bengal under Ahbar | thirteen years at Lahore, 
i8S i 83 — Cy his services 37— Taken prisoner bj 
all Bengal Bebar aod MoUamiocd Gbory, ib— 
Cii^sa. are annexed to Utc AssasslrAttd ib 
empire 169. kidilcrpore, 543. 

Khanezad Khan Cover Kickobad Emperor of 
nor of Bengal under Jc Dehly 86, 
hangirc 260— Resigns lUV Klnnougc — SccCannc*^ 
Khartghur foit of 210 - Kipdial ( north of the 

Kbirerporc 332 Caspian St»)7l 

Kboonim— 3 /uxh K(^ Kote, lortrcss of 12 
/shsitu 14. 

Khoram fort of 34 Kole (now All} Gltur) 

Khorassan 2 fortress of, 34,39 

Khota.{n Tartai> CO Koonch tribe of, 50— 

Khuarism Lingdom of Territory of $5 

Kudder Khan Governor 
Khuasporc Tondah — See of the LucLcoftty division 
TondaSu of Bengal, 9t—Dclcats Fa 

Kholljy tnbeof 14,56— I her Addeen tlio rebel go 
Khuiijy Chiefs settled in vemor of Sunergong 92— 
Ecnpal SJ-^TbcIr power His own troops, conupled 
m electing the Soltans 59 * by the lattcr,murtlcrhia,ib 
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Kudgwa —See Cudgwa, 
Kurmputtun, city of, 52. 
Kurrah, city of, 67, 

Kurrah Manikpore, pro- 
vince of, 67, 76, 109, I sa 
Kuthoury, see G 2 t 7 igowiry, 

L 

l^hore, city of, 14, 21, ; 

59,72, no. 

Loll Baugh, 461. 
Luckipore, 237. ' 

Luckinunyah, last Rajah 
of Bengal, History of, 45|j 
et seq y 

Lucknow, 156. 

Lucknowty, (Gour) city 
of, 48, 56, 59 -And see 
Gmtr - District of, 89, 93, 
Lumghan, 5 — District of, 
ib n. ,> i 

M y 

Mabin, fort of, 12. ' 

Madras, 353, 370 582. 

Mahanuddee, riyer, 515. 
Maheenagur, 461. , ; 

Mahmood Ghazy, King 
of Ghizne, 7 — Invades 
Hindoostan,ib. — Takes the 
capital of Raja Jypaal, iU 
— and of Raja bajeraq, 8 
— Compels the, Afghan 
Chief of Moultan to pay 
tribute, 9 — Defeats An- 
nundpaal a second time, 
ib — Seizes the, treasure 
. the sacred territory of 


Nagorkote, Obtains. 
the title of Siiltaiv ib. — 
Conquers Moultan, ib. — ® 
Pillages Thannasar in the 
raje of Dehly, and destroys 
the Hindoo idols, ii -Ex- 
pels Pitteraou jypaal and 
plunders Cashmire, I 3 - 
His unsuccessful siege of 
Koh Kote, lb. - Reduces 
the Raja of Cannouge, 
ib— ‘Plunders the Hindoo 
temples at Muttra, 13 — 
Hib expedition against the 
Princes of India, Sb. Be- 
sieges Koh' Kote, 14 — 
Takes Lahore, and annexes 
the Punjab to his domi- 
nions, ib. — Ruduces Guze- 
rat, 15 — Plunders - the 

temple of Som Natt, ih. — 
Defeats the Jats, 16. 

Mahmood Lody, (Bro- 
ther of Ibrahim’ a fugi- 
tive at the court of Gour, 

1 3 2— Recovers Joan pore^ 

J 33 infra, 

M[jahmood SHab,.nominaI- 
ly Sultan of bengal, 123 — 
Assassinated, ib. 

Mahmood- Shah, Sultan 
of Bengal, 136- "Kebedion 
of Mukhdoom Aalum, 
Governor of, Hajvpore,, 
supported by-Shere Khan,, 
Recent of Bphar, ib. — 
Manmood se.nds an aripy 








tf' invade i<phar which is tack and* a stipulated an 
defcatai ib. Is joined nmt\ ' ai the cJiouK of 
■by tht- of Behar Bengal- 555 

again t ih*“ Regent 3 j - (Poona' join Aly 

Bc-siear^ ^hcre in Kchar Verdv Nuwab o( Bengal 
ib. M^thmood armv de- against the Bcrar Kaja 
fcated ib Bepgal invad 523 24. 
cdbySUcrc Kbon 138 Maldali 0? 356. 

Mthmex d retreat*, to his ^ Mahbar 1st of I13. 

capita) lb.— Aftrrtvards Malw^ 109 2O2. 

takes r-fuuc in the camp Man Sin^ Raja Kenore, 
oftheEmicro Hoirny*'* ^^vernor cf Bengal and 
who promises to rcnisiaic Llkrhar under Akbar 203 
him 139— H mayon after V— Reduces the /Zemindar 
taking Chunar advnnc&s tof Hajj pc re 204 Dispers 
trwiTdH Itcngai tb. nnd cs the predatory Mcn,huls 
gains the passes ib— in Ghoragot, ib— His e. 
l)eai)i oi Mnhmood and pedioon to Onssa, CO3— 
termination of the mde Compromises the domirlion 
pendent line of Kings 79. . of that province, 207-^ The 
Mahmo dahad 45"^ 'Afghans having seized the 

Mahmita Uitcli ^20 ^temtorv of Jagemaut ho 
MahraiU** (Bcrar) invade V gain invades Orissa 208 
Ben^aLg 0 I lender Mo4»r lind re annexes it to tlic 
shudabad 51b— Ovrrruni empire 209 — Quells a 
the disincLs named ^20 I esh rebellion In Orissa 
burpri cd in ihcir cimp 210 — Ivcceues the Ivaja of 
521— On their retreat |akr Ccxach Behar as a i“i sal 
Cuttack 52** UefLated b\ to the I mperor 211 — 
Mv Verdv Khan cvacua»c ''uccours that prince- 
all tile dependen ic^ of | against his rcioltcd 
Bengal lU jj/ri— uls snbjcctb ib. — Attends 
tory of -Hun^ciiucnt Mah Akbar in an expedition 
raiti inva ions ibt jrr/rx lothc Dekkan 2J2— *'hc 
$■'“ 5>t 39 545 547 Afghans having conquered 

50 — ll'cv obntn fn in great part of Bengal he 
tlic Nuwab Al\ \ trdv t returns and <^cfcqts thejn 
Khan the cc-si ni of tut ' 213— Resigns 214— Cons- 
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plies 'against Jehangire, Merat, fort,o^ J2, 34. ^ 

215 — Re-appointed by tHc ']\Ie\y^gbvern■men^; of,l,6o. 
]' 2 mpeHj>r, , ib — Re-called, Midn’apore^ ‘ to\vn , of, ^ 

216— His death, ib 72 gives- name', to the district 

Manikpore, 263 — See foimerly J[ella^ij, I 79 > 

Kurt all, ' 299-^ Annexed to Bengal^ 

Masulipatam, fdCtoi}’ at, 419-20 ' ^ ' ' 

364 Mikeh, I 59 - *' 

Medaiun, 17S — See \ Mindu, i ^rt of,' 1 34 

llksci bkooni T Mo'^lood, King oi Ghirne, 

Meei Huobeeb, Deputy- I ?o - Occupied by an inv‘a- 
Deuan of Orissa, 503 — ^ sion of the Siljokian Tai- 
Taken prisoner by they tais, and by civil wars, 
TiTahrattas, enters their/ ib Dispossessed by the 

ser\ice, 5 19— On thej Hindoo princes of all 
cession of Cuttack to the the Ghiznean conquests 
Mahiattas, named as' east of the I ndiu', except 
Dewan ior the province, Lahore, 21— His, death, Ib. 
553 « — Assassinated by Moghul' Dynasty, Gover- 
a M^hraita Chief, ib.w. nors of Bengal under the, 
Meer , Jaffier Khan^ 188, <2^ sc^. <' ' 

Nuwab,of Bengal under v Moghuls, attack the 
the protection of tbjf northern fiontier. 'of the 
English, 607 — HisprevioCR Afghan empire, of Dehly, 
history until his conspiracy 77 , 99 — Baber , defeats 

for deposing iseraje ad Ibrahim Afghan, Emperor 
Dowlah, 539-40, 567, 573, j ofjoanpore, 432— iHom'a- 
579 )S 9 t — His overtures to. yon, Moghul Emperor' of 
the Company’s Resident, Agra, overthrown by Shefe 
592-93 - Secret treaty with} Shah, 161 — The ernpire of 
the English, 594 — Remain-i Hmdoostan inverts- to the 
der pf his history untih Moghuls ,undei Akbar, 
Col Clive seats him on! i 6 g The Moghul 
the mushgd, 595-607 ^ i gicdars' mC Bengal and 
Megna, iiver, 237, 335, ^ Benar rebel against Akbar, 

Menh^ij /Seraje Addeen ' 190-91 subdued , chieEy 
Giorjany, autiioi of tlie| by theaghney of,.H'indoo 
Tdbkai Ndssery^ 68,76. * commgtndp^s^: .f 93 ' 97 » 
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Hobata»1mttory of, iia Ifohiramed Bukhtyv 
Mohammed, son of Klab- Khulijy, first Mohararoed- 
3iood Gbazy, jy an conqueror of Bengal 

Mohamn»oJ, (aon of Ao- 41— Hia previous histoty 
■ungzebe) detached in 42 — Including the redoc 
JursDhoi bisuncJeShujaa, tion CJf Bchar 43 — Invades 
t9^-His Jove for the Bengal 47— Surprises 

laughter of Shajaa 301— Nuddeab 4S— Makes Gout 
f^Ie deserts to that pnnee,! the capital lb. — Destroys 
u>d marries her, 303 305 the Hindoo temples lb.— 
—Unintentionally condq J Stamps the coin In the 
» to the defeat at Ton-vnarac of the Sultan of 
l^h 'yX* ConcluMon of -Gbor 4|y— Hlsunsuccesafoi 
drtory, 306-31 1 n. ^expedition to the cosri- 

Mohammed Aa-jro— Sec ^tneaof Bootan (or rather 
ftiUm Sooth Assam sec 53 a) 

Mohammed Aailm Go- Thibet, 49-54— Hw 
WTw of Bengal under “T! 54 

t^^rangacbl' 342— Rc ® return, 55 

wcfs Gbowhatty from t Mohammed Ghor> 
he Assamese 543— (founder of the Ghonan 
Re-callcd to command iPynasly) lakes prisoner 
under Aurungiebe against Lv ^ mean stratagem and 
the Bajeputs, 341 deihrones Khuscro the Sc 

^ —# re appointed to coiid 27 — His previous 

347~“Enforccs the history 38 so— Gcncralis 
^11 ta< fiomlhc Hindoos eimo to his brother Ghyos 
His dispute mth the Addren 30 — ^Takesthodtj 
^glish Governor at ofTibcrhind 31 — Defeat 
35>-War with ^ hy Plltu Kai and 
tbeCompany 352 53- His Candu Rai 32 — In a sc 
'PO' of It in relation to oond engagement totaJK 
till the death of 0'-‘orthrows thos> princes 
Khan 364 — Hi, 3?— Assigns Ajmire to 
j65 Gob, ton of Plltu Ral on 

Woharamed Adil, Km ^ proml^ of tribute 34— 
peror cf Dchly Sdics Dehly lb.— ^Defeats 
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xli>c 

the prince of Cannouge, quer Cooch Behai, 

35— Destroys the temples Dies, ih.— His character; 
at Benaras, ib. — Phm- ib. ' . a 

ders the Guzerat, ib. — Mohammed Muazina — 
Takes Biana, ib. — Becomes See Shah Aainhs. 

Sultan by the death of his Mohammed Shah, Em- 
brother, 36— Assassinated peror of Hindoostan, 457 
by the tribe of Gickers, ib — Notice of his death, 

Iilohammed Hady, 398^ 559 i/. 

-7-See ^loorskiul Cool^ Mohammed Shcian, De- 
Khan. pety-governor of Bengal 

Mohammed Khan Soorj under Mohammed Bukh- 
Governor of Bengal under tyar, 50 
Selim Shah, 165 — On thfj Mohammed SheraHv 
usurpation of the imperia^ elected Chief by the Mus- 
throne by Mohammed sulman commanders in 
Add, assumes independ- Bengal, assumes the ensigns 
ence, ib. — Slam in an en- of royahy, ,56 — Resists a 
gagement v;ith Himu, new division of the districts, 
vizier of Mohammed Adil, 58 — Defeated and falls in 
ib. ^ an affray, ib. 

Mohammed Meerjoomla, .Mohammed Shujaa, 

Governor of Bengal und^ (second son of Shah Jehan) 
Aurungzebe, 29S, 301 :V;/Jp imperial G overnor of 
— His previous history, Bengal, 282 — A.gain makes 
319-322 supra — Makes Rajemahel the capital, ib. 
Dacca again the capital of Allows the English to 
Bengal, 323 — Invades establish factor'cs in Bala- 
Cooch Behar, 325 — Ap- sore, and at Hoogly, 285 — 
points there a civil admi- Removed to the govern- 
nistration, 326 — Joined by ment of Cabul, 286^ — Reins- 
the son of the Raja, ib — tated in that of Bengal, ib 
Advances to Assam, 327 — — His character, 287 — As- 

Distress'of his army, 329 serts his claim, the im- 
— Treaty with the Assa- penal throne, 289 — ;l)uring 
raese King, 330 — He com- a negociatiop is sui prised by 
mences his return, 331— his nC*phew > Soli man, the 
Detaches a force to recon- generahof his elder brother 
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I, 1 091— Rctrcgts to 
gier 292 — On the de 
3l DarA by another n\al 
licr \iirungzcbt; cn 
ours to C( na >atc the 
lb. — Takes the field 
IS his coraprlitnr '^93 l)c 
icated bv \urung?cbe 296 
— Retreats successueh to 
Mongier 29S — Kajernnhel 
,00 — and Fondrth :>02 — 
joined by pnnrc Moham ' 
med son of Vurungzebe 
j03 — Defeated by Mccr 
Joorah jOJi 

— ^.scapes with M« Inmme<l 
to Dacca ib — lly an artince 
( f \urun<^rebc rendered 
uspiaous of Mohamroed 
_jOS— Dismisso that prince 
\mU his daughter 309 — 
\haiidoiis Hcncial — 312 
Hospitably fLceivcd b> the 
Uaja of Arracan 313— Be 
Mcgcd 111 the house assgii 
id lor hii rc lence 316 
—Taken prii^incr and 
diowncti 317— Keflcctjons 
lor the inclancljoK fitc 
I :,iS 

Molumii'nl litar Klnn 
tii^crnorol Hcngal under 
BiHn 77— Mis <tcatli 7S 
N >hib X'tLjMnL j 3 
Muidapiird c» 

Monaini l-vli ni (jo^cruci 
f f Bai^.'il ui dcr thr^ H mpi, 
r Akbar *83— Uemovu 


tho capital from Tond4h 
back to Gour 1S3 — His 
death 1S4 

RIongier fort and district 
of 132153194,29- 
Moodcct town of 133 
Moor^hud Cofly Juffier 
Khan Dcivan Deputy Na 
(im nnd Kuwab of i<cnj,al 
and Ori^^'^a under Aurun^ 
£ — His previou** his- 

* \r> including his services 




Dcv’nn of Bengal ^98- 
7— On the ‘jucces'hon of 


I ftcbadur Shall confirmed 


ns Deputy \azira and 
] Dewan 419-Htsdcsp tie 
regulation of the z-cnin 
darics 'ind absumption of 
the collections 420— 
ftc received embassies 


if submission from the 
1 lajas uf Tippcrah Cooch 
Dihar hnd Assam 422 
— Defeats Rfishetd Klian 
I ippomtcd goiernor by 
1 crroknscrc 445 — On 

the csl ibhshment of 
I errokh ere remits to tliat 
Lmpcrur the rev ciinc aid 
t b Alin the united offices 
ol Xiiim and Dcunn lb 
— Lneourafjea the Moj,hul 
and Arabian incrcli i its 
147 — Kefutos to nckuovv 
Jedguthe 6rinan>„ra nc<ll( 
the I nglish lb. Iplrigucs 
to th\ art an embassy from 
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the EnsiHsh Presidencies nor of Bencjal' undei Te- 


to the Emperor, 44.9 — 
Frustrates the most im- 
portant concession made 
to the Embassy 455 — Ob- 
tains the government of 
Behar, 457 — Is confirmed 
in his viceroyalpes by 
Mohammed Shah, ib — Re-^ 
pr’esses a commotion in “ 
Bengal, 458— Character of 
his government illustiated^ 
by a detail of particular^ 
acts, 42I-433» a.59— FaJ 

ourable view of his characfv 
ter, 460— His death, 469 
Moorshud Cooly Khan, 
Deputy-governor of Orissa 1 
under Seifera/ Khan, 487 
— Expelled by Aly Veidy 
Khan, 512 » 

Moorshudabad, (formeil;^ 
Mukhsoosahad) 373 ]* 

Made the capital of Beng-w, 
418, 519. 

Moorshudvunge, 459 
Mooteejeel, 555 
Moiung, Raje of 432 
Moultan, city of, 9, 10 — 
leintoiy of, i lo 
Mubarick Shah, Empeior 
of Dehh , 90 

Hughs, _ (of Pegu and 
Artacan) 242 — And 'see 
A } > acan 

Mukhsoosabad, 271,’ now 
called r^Ioorshudobad, 373. 
Mukunem Khan, Go\ei- 


'hangireV 267.— Accidental- 
ly drowned, 269 
Mulk Ala Addeen, Gover- 
noi of Bengal under 
Altumsh, 66 — Superseded, 
lb 

Mulk Andiel Ferose 
, Shah, Sultan of Bengal, 122 
— His previous history, 
1 17-122 — Charactei of his 
reign, 12 1 — His death, 122, 
Mulk Yusbek, Goveinoi 
of Bengal under Musaooci 
72 — His previous history 
ID — Unsuccessful expedi- 
tion against Orissa, 73— 
Invades and plunders Az- 
murdun, lb -'-Assumes in- 
dependence, lb — Invadei 
Oudh, lb — Retieats tc 
Bengal, ib — In an expe- 
dition to Kamioop, defeat- 
ed and mortally wounded 
74, 75 

Muncara, village of, 599 

Murdehun, city of — Set 
Bra dchun 

Musaood I , King o 
Ghizne, 17 — Makes Balkl 
the seat of empire, ib'— 
PI IS character, lb , 18 — Re 
moves his court to Ghizne 
lb — Reduces the Persiai 
provinces of Kut'-h an< 
Makpran, ib— Stoyms Sur 
sutty in Cashmire ib — 
Enters Sewalic, and take’ 
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Ihq fort of HansI 19— 
'Dcstro>c5 the Hindoo 
at Sunput, lb. - IJ>c 
posed and marderen !b. 

Musaood II King of 
Gminc, 21 

Musaood III King of 
Gbizne, 22 — Mames a 
pmiccssofSiljokv ib.- His 
general Toghan Slen car 
ncs the Mohammedan con 
qucits across the Ganges 
23 — Mu-iaoods death Ibw 
Mustapha Khan attempts 
to seirc the government 
of Bchar 531— Slain in 
battle, S35 ct tu 
Mnttcaporc 328 
Miittri, a celebrated place 
of Hindoo j/orship 13. 
Muiuffir Khan Tirbutty j 
Go'icmor of Bengal bchar ■ 
and Orissa under Akhar 
Remits a great re 
venue, 19^— riiforcing ibe 
new K>3tcm of Akbar 
causes a rebellion of Mo- 
ghul jagicrdars iQi^Thc 
Kraper »r s officers arc 
expelled from Bengal 
and Rebar 192— The Gov 
emor murdered by the 
msiirgentt lb 
Myaporc, 5S4 
N 

Naaf river 278 «, ^13 
Nadir Shah, the Persian 


usurper 491— Date of his 
entrance Into Dehly 494 ^ 
—Date of his departure, 
497 ^ 

Nadonne, f-'rt of il 
Naghorc capital of Bher 
bhoom 62 69 106. 
Nagorc, 0 n the mountains 
f Sewalic) fort of 25 
Nagorkote, sacred terp 
tory of 9. 

' Nasir, a slave, esurps 
Hhc government of Beng^ 
faftcr the death of Ahmed 
'Sbah 114 Put to death 
bv the nobles ib, 

I Nasir Addeen Viceroy of 
Bengal and Behar under 
Altumsh 63— Had pfc 
viiusly defeated Ghyas 
,Addecn lb.— His dcath/kX 
Negro Slaves, frequently 
tororaoted in India to 
Vjnportant siutations 115 
Ncharu tribe of sa 
Nchcrwula ^9. 

Nerbudda river 25^ 
Niamut Khan gallant 
conduct of 375 7O. 
Nidarbira forest of, 224. 
Nilab or Sindc river, (5 
Noor Jehon (the bcauti 
ful) originally named 
Mher ul VLisa 221 — On 
the assassination of her 
husband marries the 
Emperor Jchanglrc 230— 
Interferes in regard to the 
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succession^ 253 — Her in- 
fluence on the fashions 
and arts of India, 25 u 
Nuddeah. city of, 45 — 
District of, 385. 

Nusserit Shah, (Nasecb 
Shah) Sultan of Bengal, 
131— Subdues the coun- 
tries of Tirhoot, Hajypore^l 
and Mongier, 132 — Hos- 
pitably receives Mahmood 
Lody after the overthrow ^ 
the Afghan Dynasty bu 
the Emperor Baber , anf 
marries the daughter q£ 
the late Sultan Ibrahim, 
ib. — C onciliates Baber 

who had sent an army to 
invade Bengal, 133 ; and 
promises to give no fur- 
ther assistance to Mah- 
mood Lody, ib — On tl^ 
death of Baber disrega^ 
that engagement, 13^^- 
His character, ib. — Assas- 
sinated by the eunuchs, 

135. 

0 

Orissa, (Jagepore) The 
Raja of, defeats Toghan 
Khan, Governor of Ben- 
gal, 68 ; invades Bengal, 
and takes Naghore, 69; 
repels a Bengalese army 
under Mulk Yusbek, 73 
— Conquered by Soliman 
Shah “ Kerany, Sultan of 


Bengal, 170 — Left In the 
power of the Afghan Chief 
Daond Khan, as vassal tc ' 
Akb.ir, after he had been 
deprived of Behar and 
Bengal, 183 — Relinquish- 
ed to the Afghans by the 
Moghul Governor of Ben- 
gal under Akbar, 202 
— The dominion of the 
province compromised, 
207 — Re-annexed to the 
Mognul Empire, 209 — The 
Afghans in Orissa rebel 
but are reduced by an 
imperial army irom Ben- 
gal, 238-242— War be- 
tween the governor of 
Orissa and the Nuwah of 
Bengal, terminates in the 
expulsion of the former, 
512 — Instruction of the 
province subdued, 513-16 
— The Mahrattas invade 
the province, 5.37 : and, 
after being repeatedly ex- 
pelled, 537-541 ; at length 
obtain it by cession frora 
Aly Verdy, Nuwab of the 
three provinces, 553 w. 
[And see CuttacL ; Bengal ; 
and Behar^ 

Ostend Company, ac- 
count of the, 479, et seq, 

Oude, government of, 57, 

109, C22. 

Oude, plain of, 87, 

Oulaberea village of, 306. 
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*c> infantry 

\/ith 3\ordd and 


orraeil 

spears 


Pursotern scat of the 
id«l Jagemaut, 487 ct ru 
I’uttolec vdlage of 596 

a 


117 

Poi hiwar 6 7 jO 20j 
p4jin 1 mpjre, Another 
name for tiie \fgli'in 
1S6. u 

Pdtcibangi island of 2j)6 
PUm city of 174 195 

no 

Penj t( rritory of 24 
Phcnii) n\xr 337 
Piplc> part of 270 
Plasj-y, 93 596 59^ 
Pooni, 3>| 533 
Poonpooo nver t /(x 
Portumic-if* Pirates ac 
count of 2iy tf A/ — 
Continuation of their bis 
t3r> 243 40 j36 t: 
——— bottlers at 1 rm 
•^y 1 Azar 3^7 
■■ — Settle lent at 

Hoogly the Governor of 
refuses to as^is Shab 
Jehan 236— bu,gc of 

Hoogly and c pulsion 
of thfc 1 ortuguc-Aj 271 7, 
Pna^ no\/ callctl Minim 
bad 197 

Puiidua, made ibu capi 
taJ of Bengal 95 93 lO^ 
Punjab n 20 31 
Purncah^ district qf, 43'», 

554. 


Jvabu) 143 

R-jc Girhe ancient Hm 
doo name of Ivajcmabel 
^2ia tt. 

^ Rajemahd (fonnciJv 
Xginah-*!) raado by Man 
the capital of J engaJ 
^lehar and Onasa, 210 228 
\i — Louie removed from 
c*33 — Again made the 
capital ofJiongal 28- 
Kajepoot tnbe of 3I3 — 
I KajepootJ 39— Rajepoot 

pnnees, 34^ 

t Kangamutt ,tovm of 
Q37 

j Rashid Kin'’ of Glnznc 

l\v 

I vRavy nver i 

Rcntimporc l3xt of 254 
Rhotaa fort of, 141 2O3 — 
Described I'l'' — Stratagem 
of Shcrc Shah to obtain 

It, ih. 

Roh mouiUTjnous coun 
try bctwixn Persia aod 
Inala 14;. ‘ 

Koshenabad Moghul 
inmc of Tlpperall, 48^ 
Uuojjporc fouj^ary of 

490. 

Hupal, fort of 22 
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Ruttenpore, Raje of, 512. 
Ryn Kesary, 178 

Saad-ullapore a place of 
j\Iobammedan worship, 

135.140. 

Saatwonc[-, poit of, 210, 
271 — Its ancient giandeui 
275 }i — Date \v hen it v/aiA 
the seat of Kuiopeaa fac- 
tories, 373 

Sal Kote, foitiess of, 31^ 
Samana, 34, no. 

Samanian Dynasty, Isy 
mael Samany, the fo andt?jr 
of, reigns in Bokhara, inde- 
pendent of the Khalifat. 2. 
Saiingghur, fort of^2o9. 
Saiun, Sircai of, 86, 130 
Seer pore, (piobabiy' 

Seram pore.) 2^2 et u j 
Seerpore Attaya, 212 
Sehsaram, distiict of, i^g?, 

145, 155- ' ^ 

Seistan, 23 

'Sekunder, (Emperoi of [ 
Dehly,) 130 

Sekunder Shah, Sultan of 1 
Bengal, gS — Refuses to 1 
acknowledge himself vassal | 
to the Empeior Ferose, 99 
— Invaded, takes refuge 
in Akdala — Obtains peace 
by a prfesent and the pio- 
mise of a tribute, ib — Eis 
favourite son, Gyas Ad- 
deen, having lebelled, the 


aged monarch in an enga-^ 
geineiit with the rebels 
mortally wounded, ior-r02 
Sekunner Shah, Suita*? 
of Bengal deposed for in- 
capaactty two months 
after being placed’ on the 
throne, 116 
Sekundi.i, 443 
Semyle, fort of, 329 
Seraje ad Dowlah, Nuwab 
of Bengal and Behar, 
independent of Aalum- 
geei II 566 j ib. — His 
previous history, 549-554, 
564-67 FI1S chaiacter, 
563 First acts of his gov- 
ernment, 567 Irirtated at 
some pioceedings of the 
English, 568 — Takes Cos- 
simbazai, ib Besieges 
and cairies Fort William, 
Calcutta, 569-573 — The 
English prisoners inhuman- 
ly ciowded into the Black 
Hole, 574 — He releases the 
survivors, 576 — Obtains 
contiibutions from the 
Fiench and Dutch settlle- 
raents, 575-— riis mandate 
to Shokut Jung, governoi 
of Puineah, produces a 
defiance, 576- Defeat and 
death of Shokut Jung, 580 
— History of the Nuwab’s' 
wai with the English undei 
Cologel Clive, till the treaty 
of 9th of February, 581-S8 
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— Vacillation of the Nuwab 
\7hlle the Engliah are re 
Vluang the 1 rcnch settle 
merits 588-593— Influence 
o\ the Afj^han invasion on 
his coundls, 590— His chief 
officers make secret over 
turcs to the English 591 — 
He reinforces his army 
near Plasscy 593 Oiurts 
Mecr Jaffier and other 
discontented Chiefs, 595 — 
Sends a party to seize Mecr 
Jaffier lb — On the hostile 
advance of the Elnglb-h 
visus that officer, ib,— 
Theirconn>act ib,^ A&sem 
blcs his army 596— Sonds 
for the I rcnch dctachn i 
lb. — Battle of IMassey, 599 , 
(xmding which the Nusvab 
throws himself on the 
protection of Mecr J*ftier 
Ooo— Ketreat ordered by 
the advice of Mecr Jaffier 
Got The Englbh enter 

theXuwabs camp 602 — 
Hb troops desert in bodies 
lb.— He retreats to 

Uoorshudabad, ib.— His 
flight to Ka]croahcl O03— 
Betrayed by a dcn-cisb 
Ih. — Hu death 004. 
hcrampore 341 
hcrfcraa Khan Nuwab of 
Bengal and Onss^ under 
iNiohammcd hhab, 492 

^ — Hi 5 charancr, 493 


— Remits the revenues of 
three years to the Persian 
invader Nadir Shah 494 
—Two instances of the 
Nuwab s dcsiioUim 495 
— Conspiracy against him 
Ib. — Menaced b> Alj 

Veray Khan Governor of 
1 Bchar be assembles the 
Hengal army 501 — Pcf 
fldiousJy at acked 502 — Is 
^lain in battle 503. 

Serhungs, a regiment of 
\body guards raised by 
<-Hu3scin Shah 127 
Sewad 145. 

Scwalic, 35, 34. 
Shabbazpore, l&Undof 33C. 
Shah Aaium, 410— Com 
peUtor mtb Aadm Shah 
(for the Empire of Hin 
doostan, ib.— Defeats his 
lather and takes the 
Vtlcof Behadur Shah4ti 
Shah Hussein King of 
Joanporc, overthroum by 
the Emperor Sekunder 
a fugitive at the court of 
Goar ir9-jO 
Shah Jehan, (third son of 
Jehangire) usuq«s the 
sovereignty of Bengal In 
the course of rebellion 
against his (alhtr, 260— 
Previous hLtory of this 
rcbeUion,353 including the 
surprise of OrL.»a, 255 — 
Reduces the province to 
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Allahabad Joanpore, and 
Benaras, 263 — Is defeated 
by the imperial aimy, 
264 — Retreats to the 

Dekkan from Bengal, 265, 
submits to his father’s 

authority, and is forgiven, 
266— Succeed to the 

imperial throne, 270 — De- 1 
ppsed by his son Aurung- - 
zebe, 292, 3 iS 
Shahbaz Khan Kumbo,/ 1 
Governor of Bengal ano-^ 
Behar under Akbar,J 

201 — His previous history,^ 

202 — Relinquishes Orissa 
to the Afghans, tb — 
Superseded and confined, 
ib — Death of, 203 

Shaikh Ala Addeen — 
See Islam Khan, ^ 

Shaista Khan, Governor 
of Bengal under Aurung'^ 
zebe, 333— Drives tij 

Arracanners from their 
positions on the Ganges, 
335 — Invades Chittagong, 
33^*37i aiid annexes it to 
Bengal, 339— Recalled, 
ib. — His charactei, ib 340 
Sham Soury, (^first Piince 
of Ghor) his history, 29. 
Shere Afgun, ^prowess 
of, 222-330— Slam, 229 
Shere Shah, Sovereign 
of Bengal and Behar, 
l6r — His origin, 144 — 
Domestic history, 145 


ct scq, — Education, 146 

— Employments , and ac- - 
tions until he becomes 
Regent of Behar, 147-53, 
including anecdotes of 
him when attending the 
Emperor Baber, 151-52 — 

By the desertion of the 
young King of Behar, he 
becomes Sovereign of that 
country, 153 — Obtains the 
fort of Chunar by 
mairiage, 155 — His com- 
promise with Mahmood 
Lody, respecting the domi- 
nion of Behar, ib, — De- ' 
serts Mahmood Lody, res- 
pecting the dominion of 
Behar, ib.— Deserts Mah- 
mood in a battle with the 
Emperor Homayon, 156— 
Eludes the Emperor’s 
demand of the fort of 
^hunar, 157— Expels Mah- 
mood Shah, Sultan of 
Bengal, 158— By a stra- 
tagem obtains the fort of 
Rhotas, lb — Annihilates 
the Emperor Homayon’s 
transient authority in 
Bengal, 161 — Unites the 
kingdoms of ’ Bengal and 
Behar, assuming the title 
of Shere Shah, ib — Totally 
defeats Homayon, and be- 
comes Emperor of Hiq- 
doostah, lb — Divides Ben- 
gal into provinces, 162 — 
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Killed at the siege of escape, 537— Dismissed by 
Callmger 163 — Hischarac Aly Verdy ib. — Usorps the 

ter and public works ib. government of Bchar 541 
164. 544— Defeated by Aly 

Shcregotty 299, Verdy and slain 54^- 

Shokut Jung (Governor Sicklygolly pass of 138, 
of Pnme^) his defiance 139 

to Scraje ad Dowlah 576 Siddec Buddee Dewaneh 
— Slam m battle 580. , |(Muzuffir Sbah) Saltan of 

Shujaa Addeen Khan 'Bengal 124 — His previoms 
Deputy Governor of Ben bistroy lb. 
gal and Onssa under Mo- '^ign cruel and tyrannical, 
hammed Shah 466 tnjra ^ib. — Rebellion against him 
472 — His previous history ibeaded by the vizier, Ib, 
4^ 472 466 sMpre — He Different accounts of his 

liberates the zemindars death 125 
474— Confirmed Governor Sief Addeen A«ulateen, 
of Bengal Ib.— Revenue of Sultan of Bengal 160— His 
the province, 473 — His character and death Ib. 
character 476 493— In Sief Addeen Toork, Gov 

creases the military estab- ernor of Bengal under 
lishrocnt,476— AMoved to .Altumsh 66 — Dies by 

appoint the Governor of poison ib. 

Bchar 477— His deputy voilbct district of, 74 
in Orissa, restores the 508 

idol jagemaot, 487 — The Siljoklan Tartars 20 22 

Nuwab appoints Serferai Smde river 6 16. 

Khan his heir, 491 — His Smgee English factory 

death 492. at 351 

Shums Addeen II Sultan Sirve, river, 86 
of Bengal 106— Defeated Soane, river 133 536. 

by the rebel zemindar Solirnan Shah Kemny, 
Kanis, loses his life, 107 Sultan of Bengal 167 — His 
bhurnshcer Khan, one of previous history ib. — He 
the Generals •of Aly Verdy makes Tondab his capllalf 
Khan suflers the Berar 169— Conciliates the Em^. 
Mahratla Chief whose lino peror Akbar ih.— Subduci 
bad been surrounded, to I Onssa 17a— TrcacucrousI;(j 
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"assassinates Ibrahim, form- elevation, permits Gour 
erly Emperor of Dehly, ib to be plundered, ib. — Re- 
— Invades and plunderb duces the Paiks, raises a 
Cooch Behar, ib. — Quells another regiment of body 
an ini.iirrection in Orissa, guards, and dismisses the 
171— Affects to hold his Abyssinian troops, 127 — 
dominions of Akbar, ib Character of his reign, 

— His death, ib 128 — Invades and plun- 

Som Naat, an Hindoo \ders the kingdom of 
idol, 15. [Assam, ib. — His unsuc- 

Soonamooky, river, 553// 1 cessful expedition to Kam- 
Sooty, 258, 305, 593. % roop, ib — Builds a fort on 

Subanreeka, river, 239,"^ the Gunduk.iap — His pub- 
553 ;; J he works, ib. — He affords 

Subhal, fort of, 210. , an asylum to Shah 

Subuctageen, mounts the Hussein, 130— Averts the 
throne of Ghi/ne, 4 supra intended hostilities of the 
— Invades Hindoostan, 5 Emperor Sekunder, ob- 
— Takes the countries of tains a peace acknowledg- 
Lumghan and Paishawur, ing the independence of 
6 — His death, ib. • Bengal, ib. — His death, 

Sumunder, Hindoo name 13 1, 
of the Indian Sea, 51 * / T 

Sunarcote, lor. 3 ' 

Sundeep, Island of, 235, Tanna, fort of, 358, 377 

335 

Sunergong, city of,8r <7/ /A, Tanyan, or Tangan, a 
89, loi — Government of, species of horse, 53 
89,91. Tartars, under Timour, 

Sunput, a place of Hindoo notice of their defeating 
worship, 19 Mohammed III , 109. 

Surat, 251, 342, 359 Telingana, territory of, 

Sursutty fort of, 18, 34, 320* , ’ . 

, driver, 31, 33. Terriagurry, pass of, 13S 

Syed Hussein Ala i 39 . . 

Addeen, Sultan of Bengal, Thannasar, town of, seat 
X2 ^ — His previous history, of the iflol Jug Soom, 10, 

Jb, supra^ 126 — On his Thibet, 49> 211# 
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INDEX. 


Tlberhlnd, aty of 31-— 
Government of 72. 

I Timonr, invades India, 
109. 

Timour Khan Keran, 
Governor of Bengal 71 
— His previoas history 
Ih. — His death ib. 

Tippcra, Rajah of seodr 
presents to the NuwaB 
of Bengal 421 22 — Tern 
tory of 79 (sec JagcnngurK. 
•—Becomes a province 
the Moghul Empire 48541 
436 508 ^ 

Tirhoot, 63 — Government 
of 91 132 211 

Todertnul Raja, Comrols 
iioned by Akbar to reduce 
the rebellion in Bengal 
and Bchar 193— Recovers. 
Behar 195— Is superseded. 

197 \ 

Toghan Khan Viceroy 
of Bengal,6^— His previous 
history lb.— InN-ades Tir 
hoot 67— Annexes Kurrah 
Manikpore to Bengal ih. 
“ His unsuccessful expedi 
tion to Jagcporc 63 
—Besieged in Gour by 
theOnssians 68— Relieved 
b> tlic array of Oude ib. 
— lUttlc between the two 
Mohammedan armies ib 
—Toghan resigns Bengal 
to Timour Kfian 70 
-Appointed Governor of 


ofOnde, lb. — His death ib 
Toghnl (Mogies Adddccn) 
Governor of Bengal under 
Balm 78 — Reduces the 
Rajas on the north 
79— Invades and 
plunders Jagenagur ib. 
— Proclaims himself King 
of Bengal ib. — Defeats 
two armies sent agalfist 
him 80— On the approach 
of the Emperor with 
a third army, retires to 
Jagenagur 81— Surprised 
m his camp, and slain 
82-83. 

Tondab district of 145 
150 169 s. — City of made 
the capital of Bengal, 
169— Deserted, fb. 

Tunse, river 264.* 
Toorkestan 37 61 
Topassca Indian Portu 
^.guese 599, 

Travelling irf India— 
Mohammed Aaaims ex 
peditlous mode of 344. 
Tughlilc Emperor of 
Dehly 9a 

T ughlikabad, C Tughltk 
pore) ,254. 

Tugbhkporc or Cutllk 
pore, 130 258, 

Turryana, mouotams 128. 

V 

Viragapatam 364. 
Viziapore, 367 



Y 

Yugan Tunt, Governor 
of Bengal, 71 — IIi:> dc.iU^, 
lb. 

Yusuf Shah, Sultan of 
Bengal, 115 — A just ad- 
ministrator of the lawb, 
Ii6—His aeath, ib. 

Z 

Zabuhstan, Kingdom 

of,+ 


Zcmantch, fort of, 173. 
Zmgiv Kn.ui, 71 , 
Zulfcrab.ul, 99, 

Zyn Addeen, Ucjiuty- 
go\i,rnor of Bch.vr, 49/, 
50S — Dcfc.its Muit.ipha 
Kh.in, who f.uh m .111 
.ivtcinpt to U'jUrp llic 
nmmU of the pro* 
\inCu, 535 — Is aaSilSSUKllGCl, 
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Ha 

— Vacillation of thoNuwab, —Remits the revenues of 
.7hile the English arc re three years to the Persian 
Juang the 1 rench settle invader Nadir Shah, 494 
nents 58S-593— Influence —Two instances of ^e 
)t the Afi^han Invasion on Nu\i'abs de-s[)Oti'im 495 
Ills counnls, 590- His chief — Conspiracy against him, 
afEcers make secret over ib, — Menaced by Al> 

hires to the English 591 — Verfly Khan Governor of 
He reinforces hU army ■ Behar he assembles the 
near Plasscy 593 Courts ‘ Hengal army 50t~-Pq/’ 
Mecr jaffler and other fldiously at acked 502 — Is 
discontented Chiefs 595— ^lain In battle, 503. 

Sends a party to scute Mecr Serhungs, a regiment of 
JafHcr lb — On the hostile \body guanis raised by 
advance of the EnglLh cHusscin Shah, 127 
visits that ofBccr Tb — Sewad 145. 

Theircompactih.— Ai.em Sewalic, 25, 34. 

bka his armv 596 — Serds Shahbazpore, island of 33(5, 

for the French detachn i Shah AaJum 4io--Com 
lb.— Baltic 6f Plasscy 5^9, petitor with Aadm Shah 
pending which the Nuwab dor the Empire of Hm 
throws himself on the doostan, 16.— Defeats his 
protection of Mecr /..flier ^rotber and takes the 
Cioo— Kctrcat ordered by \*tlcof Bebadur Sbah.4ti 
the advice of Mecr Jaffier Shah Hussein, King of 
Ooi The Englbh enter Joanpore, overthrown by 
the Nuwab 3 camp 602 — the Emperor Sekunder 
His troops desert in bodies a fugidvo at the court of 
lb— lie retreats to Goar l./9-jO 
Moorabudabad, Ih.— IIis bhah jehan, (third son of 
flight to Kajcmahcl Oo^— jehangire) usurps the 
Betrayed by a dcrvcisb sov erei gnty of Bengal In 
*h.~His death, 604 the course of rebellion 

bcramporc 341 against tus father 260— 

ocrfcraa Khan Nuwab of Previous history of this 
^^”33! and Orissfi under n:bdIion,35S including the 
ishah, 492 surprise of OrLsa, 255”" 
— rlis character, 493 Reduces the prowicc to 
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Allahabad Joanpore, and 
Benaras, 263 — Is defeated 
by the imperial army, 
264 — Retreats to the 
Deklcan from Bengal, 265, 
submits to his father’s 
authority, and is forgiven, 
266— Succeed to the 
imperial throne, 270 — De- 
p.osed by his son Aurung- 
zebe, 292, 31S 

Shahbaz Khan Kumbo, 
Governor of Bengal ana 
Behar under Akbar,j 

201 — His previous history,^ 

202 — Relinquishes Orissa 
to the Afghans, ib — 
Superseded and confined, 
ib — Death of, 203. 

Shaikh Ala Addeen — 
See Islam K/tan> , 

Shaista Khan, Governor 
of Bengal under Aurung J 
zebe, 333— Drives thj 
Arracanners from their 
positions on the Ganges, 

335 — Invades Chittagong, 

336- 37, and annexes it to 
Bengal, 339 — Recalled, 
ib. — His charactei , ib . 340 

Sham Soury, (first Pi nice 
of Ghor) his history, 29. 

Shere Afgun, prowess 
of, 222-330— Slam, 229. 

Shere Shah, Sovereign 
of Bengal and Behar, 
161 — His origin, 144— 
Domestic history, 145. 


t'l scq. — Education, 146 
— Employments , and ac- 
tions until he becomes 
Regent of Behar, 147-53,' 
including anecdotes of 
him when attending the 
Emperor Baber, 151-52 — 
By the desertion of the 
young King of Behar, he 
becomes Sovereign of that 
country, 153 — Obtains the 
fort of Chunar by 
marriage, 155 — His com- 
promise with Mahraood 
Lody, respecting the domi- 
nion of Behar, ib. — De- 
serts Mahmood Lody, res- 
pecting the dominion of 
Behar, ib. — Deseits Mah- 
mood in a battle with the 
Emperor Plomayon, 156 — 
Eludes the Emperor’s 
demand of the fort of 
Chunar, 157 — Expels Mah- 
mood Shah, Sultan of 
Bengal, 158 — By a stra- 
tagem obtains the fort of 
Rhotas, lb — Annihilates 
the Emperor Homayon’s 
transient authority in 
Bengal, 161 — Unites the 
kingdoms of Bengal and 
Behar, assuming the title 
of Shere Shah, ib — Totally 
defeats Homayon, and be- 
comes Emperor of Hiq- 
doostah, lb. — Divides Ben- 
gal into provinces, 162— 
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Killed at the siege of escape, 537— Dismissed by 
Callmger 163 — Hiacharac Aly Verdy ib, — Usurps the 
•‘‘’ter and public works, ib., government of Behar 541 
164. 544 — Defeated by Aly 

Shcrcgotty 299. Verdy and slain 548 

Shokut Jung (Governor SicklygoUy pass of 138, ^ 
of Pumc^) his dehance 139 

to Sera;e ad Dowlah 576 Siddce Bnddee Dewaneh 
—Slain in battle 58a '(MuzufBr Sbah) Saltan of . 

Shajaa Addcen Khan Bengal 124 — His previots 
Deputy Governor of Ben hlstroy ib. 
gal and Orissa under Mo- cruel and tyrannical, 

hammed Shah 466 tn/ra Lib. — Rebellion against him 
472 — His previous history \hcaded by the viiicr Ib, 
469 47a 466 sujfra — He « — DifTerent accounts of his " 
liberates the temindars death 125 
474— Confirmed Governor Sltf Addcen A«ulfttcen, 
of Bengal lb,— Revenue of Sultan of Bengal 160— His 
the province 47:,— H(s character and death tb. 
character 476 492 — In Sief Addeen Toork, Gov 

creases the military estab- ©rnor of Bengal under 
Hshment, 476— Allowed to Altumsh 66 — Dies by 

appoint the Governor of 

Behar 477— His deputy Voilbet district of, 74 
in Orissa restores the 508 
idol jagemaut 487 — The Siljokian Tartars 20 22 

Nnwab appoints ^rferax Slnde, river 6 16 
Khan his heir, 491— His Singec English factory 

death 492. at 351 

Shums Addcen H Sultan Sirve, river, 86 
of Bengal 106 — Defeated Soane, river 133 53 ^ 

by the rebel lemindar Soliman Sbah kcrany, 
Kanis loses his life 107 Sultan of Bengal 167 — His 
bhumshcer Khan, one of previous hlfctory ib. — He 
the Generals ■of Aly Verdy makes TonHah his capltaly^ 
Khan lufren the^ Berar 169— Conaliatcs the 
Mahralta Chief Vihoselinc peror Akbar, Ih. — Subdues^ 
^ bad been surrounded, to I Orissa 170— Treacherously^ 
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"assassi nates Ibrahim, form- elevation, permits Gour 
erly Emperor of Dehly, ib to be plundered, ib. — Re- 
— Invades and plunders duces the Paiks, raises 
Cooch Behar, ib. — Quells another regiment of body 
an insurrection in Orissa, guards, and dismisses the 
171 — Affects to hold his Abyssinian troops, 127 — 

dominions of Akbar, ib Character of his reign, 

— His death, ib. 128 — Invades and plun- 

Som Naat, an Hindoo iders the kingdom of 
idol, 15 T Assam, ib — His unsuc- 

Soonamooky, river, 553// cessful expedition to Kam- 
Sooty, 258, 305, 593. j roop, ib — Builds a fort on 

Subanreeka, river, 239,'j the Gunduk,i29 — His pub- 
553 n. ) he works, ib. — He affords 

Subhal, fort of, 210. , an asylum to Shah 

Subuctageen, mounts the Hussein, 130— Averts the 
throne of Ghixne, 4 su^m intended hostilities of the 
— Invades Hindoostan, 5 Emperor Sekunder, ob- 
— Takes the countries of tains a peace acknowledg- 
Lumghan and Paishawur, ing the independence of 
6 — His death, ib t Bengal, ib — His death, 

Sumunder, Hindoo name 131, 
of the Indian Sea, 5D J X 

Sunarcote, 10 [. ^ 

Sundeep, Island of, 235, Tanna, fort of, 358, 377 
335 ^ etu„sS 5 . 

Sunergong, city of,S[ Tanyan, or Tangan, a 

89,, loi — Government of, species of horse, 53 
89,91; Tartars, under Timour, 

Sunput, a place of Hindoo notice of their defeating 
worship, 19 Mohammed HI, 109. 

Surat, 251, 342, 359 Telingana, territory of, 

Sursutty fort of, 18, 34. 320. 

, 'river, 31, 33, Terriagurry, pass 01,138 

Syed Hussein Ala i 39 * ' 

Addeen, Sultan of Bengal, Thannasar, town of, seat 
J25 — His previous history, of the iflol Jug Soom, 10, 

Jbj supra, 126 — On his Thibet, 49, 21 1. 
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Tibcrfalnd, dty of, 31— 
Government of 72 
Timoor invades India, 
109. 

Timour Khan Keran, 
Governor of Bengal 71 
— His previous history 
ib. — His death lb. 

Tippcra, Rajah of sends 
presents to the Nowaft 
of Bengal 421 2a — Tern 
tory of 79 (see 
—^cornea a province oPl 
the Moghul Empire, 4854J 
436 508 , 

Tirhoot, 63— Government 
of 91 132 211 
Todermul Raja, Comrais 
stoned by Akbar to reduce 
the rebellion lu Bengal 
and Bchar 193— Recovers J 
Bchar 195— Is superseded 


of Oude, lb. — His death ib 
Toghnl (Mogies Adddecn) 
Governor of Bengal under 
Balin 78 — Reduces the 
Rajas on the north 
east, 79— Invades and 
plunders Jagenagur ib 
— Proclaims himself Kong 
of Bengal ib. — Defeats 
two armies sent agaipst 
him 80-^n the approach 
of the Emperor with 
a third army, rebres to 
Jagenagur 81 — Surpnsed 
m bis camp, and slain, 
82^3. 

Tondab, district of, 145, 
150 169 City of made 
the capital of Bengal 
169 — Deserted Ib, tu. 

Tonse nver 264.* 
Toorkestan 37, 6l 


397 Y Topasscs Indian Portu 

Toghan khan Viceroy Uguesc 599. 


of Bcngal,6^— His previous 
history ib — Invades Tir 
hoot, 67 — Annexes Kurrab 
Manikpore to Bengal ib. 

— His unsuccessful expedi 
lion to Jagepore 68 
—Besieged in Goar by 
thcOnssians 68— Relieved 
b) the array of Oude ib. 

— liable between the two 
Mohammedan armies ib 
—Toghan resigns Bengal 
to Timour Khan 70 
—Appointed Governor of 


Travelling irf India — 
Mobamm^ Aaziras ex 
peditious mode of 344. 

Tugblik Emperor of 
Dcbly 9a 

Tugblikabad {Tughiik 
pore) ,254. 

Tugblikpore or Cutlik 
pore 130 258. 

Turryana, mouDtams 128. 


Vizagapatam 364. 
Viiiaporc, 367 


INDt X. 


Ixi 


£ 

Yugan Tunt, Governor 
of Bengal, 71 — IIii> death, 
lb 

Yusuf Shah, Sultan of 
Bengal, 115 — Ajust ad- 
minibirator of the law^, 
u6— His death, ib. 

Z 

Zabuhstan, Kingdom 
of, 4. 


Zemanieh, fort of, 173. 
Zingib Khan, 79 
Zufferabad, 99. 

Zyn Addeen, Deputy- 
governor of Behar, 49/, 
508 — Defeats Mustapha 
Khan, who falls in an 
ailenipt to usurp tbe 
c^vernioent of the pro- 
vince, 535 — Is assassinated, 
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